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FOREWORD 


TO  THE  AMERICAN  READER 


Some  fifteen  years  ago  Dr.  Develin  addressed  to  University  College, 
Dublin,  a  number  of  queries  in  regard  to  material  for  a  book  which  he 
proposed  to  write  on  the  history  of  the  O^Devlins.  Through  the  College 
these  queries  reached  the  writer,  who,  having  tried  to  solve  the  problems 
set  as  best  he  could,  thought  no  more  of  the  matter. 

But  soon  it  became  evident  that  this  American  was  by  no  means  the 
casual  inquirer  that  might  be  supposed.  Answers  led  to  further  questions, 
till  in  the  end  Dr.  Develin* s  unwearying  industry,  his  infectious  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  his  subject,  and  his  patience  and  skill  as  a  pathfinder  in  the 
wide  and  almost  uncharted  regions  of  early  Irish  history  broke  down  all 
defences,  so  that  the  occasional  consultation  of  sources  for  him,  which 
bad  at  first  threatened  to  be  a  task,  very  soon  became  a  pleasure. 

Hence  this  envoi  to  the  published  results  of  his  labours,  though 
ordinarily  it  might  be  considered  presumptuous,  may  be  permitted  to  one 
who  was  the  regular  correspondent  of  the  author  and  to  whom  it  fell  to 
collect  here  in  Ireland  some  of  the  material  for  the  early  part  of  the 
work. 


This  is  not  the  place  to  assess  the  value  of  Dr.  Develin*s  book, 
much  less  to  sing  its  praises.  Yet  it  is  due  to  him  to  say  that  there  is 
little  he  can  have  left  undone  to  make  his  study  exhaustive.  Coming  to 
his  task  with,  as  he  would  be  the  first  to  admit,  only  a  dim  idea  of  its 
magnitude,  he  has  levied  solid  contribution  on  all  the  printed  and  manu¬ 
script  sources  available,  and  withal,  so  far  is  he  from  pretending  to  have 
said  the  last  word  on  this  particular  piece  of  Irish  history  that  one  of  the 
special  merits  of  his  work  is  its  avoidance  of  those  irritating  general¬ 
isations,  conjectures,  and  unproven  assertions  of  which  many  historical 
writers  have  not  unfrequently  been  guilty  in  works  of  this  kind. 

V 

It  is  now  generally  agreed  that  the  sifting  of  the  genealogical 
material,  much  of  which  is  still  in  manuscript,  is  the  first  essential  to 
the  serious  study  of  early  and  medieval  Irish  history.  Beginning  with 
the  genealogies,  the  author  has,  chapter  by  chapter,  followed  the  fortunes 
of  his  sept  and,  one  may  venture  to  say,  filled  in  as  completely  as  is 
possible,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  the  details  of  his  story. 

In  the  course  of  his  researches  Dr.  Develin  was  fortunate  enough 
to  have  had  generous  assistance,  at  one  time  or  another,  from  nearly  all 
the  outstanding  authorities,  -  and  that,  alas,  none  too  soon.  The  mention 
of  such  scholars  as  Dr.  J.  F.  Kenney  in  America,  and  of  Dr.  Eoin  Mac- 
Neill,  Father  Paul  Walsh,  and  Professor  Edmund  Curtis  here  at  home, 

Is  a  sad  reminder  of  the  heavy  losses  lately  sustained  in  the  field  of 
Irish  historical  studies.  Ar  dheis  De"  go  rabh  siad  uile  [May  they  all 
rest  in  peacej 
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Closer  cultural  links  between  the  Irish  in  Ireland  and  the  Irish  in 
America,  forged  from  the  history  that  is  common  to  both,  was  a  cause 
that  the  late  Professor  MacNeill  never  tired  of  pleading,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  history  of  the  O' Devlin  sept  by  Dr.  Develin  would  have 
pleased  him  greatly,  for  it  may  be  hoped  that  it  will  awaken  in  many 
Irish- Americans  a  curiosity  concerning  the  "rock  from  whence  they 
were  hewn",  and  at  the  same  time  bring  home  to  us  in  Ireland  that,  in 
the  words  of  Thomas  Davis,  "this  country  of  ours  is  no  sand  bank, 
thrown  up  by  some  recent  caprice  of  earth.  It  is  an  ancient  land, 
honoured  in  the  archives  of  civilization". 

Finally,  this  book  written  by  an  American  about  the  history  of 
Ireland  should  have  an  appeal  transcending  merely  national  feelings, 
for  the  author,  in  turning  a  stone  in  Ireland,  has  given  us  a  glimpse,  in 
microcosm,  of  the  later  development  of  that  Celtic  civilization  which, 
before  it  was  crushed  by  the  steam  roller  of  imperial  Rome,  was  the 
way  of  life  in  a  great  part  of  Europe,  that  Europe  which  is  the  common 
ancestor  of  this  small  country  and  of  the  colossus  that  is  America  today. 
In  fine.  Dr.  Develin  has  turned  over  a  page  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

T.  Rafferty, 

Dublin, 

July  30,  1946 
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PREFACE 


The  author  is  under  especial  obligation  to  his  correspondents, 
without  whose  assistance  this  story  of  an  Irish  sept  could  not  have  been 
written.  Such  a  wealth  of  new  information  has  been  received  from  Irish 
scholars  since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  this  book  in  1938 
that  this  second  edition  has  become  a  necessity  in  order  that  their 
contributions  may  not  be  lost  to  posterity. 

Little  progress  had  been  made  in  writing  this  history  of  the 
Devlins  before  it  became  apparent  that  an  authority  on  the  genealogies 
and  a  scholar  acquainted  with  Old,  Middle  and  Modern  Irish  would  have 
to  be  consulted  as  to  the  family^s  descent.  It  was  the  author^s  good 
fortune  to  obtain  such  assistance  from  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty,  of 
Clontarf,  Chief  Inspector  of  Secondary  Schools,  M.  A.  of  the  National 
University,  and  the  author  of  Genealogical  Tracts,  a  study  of  the  Gene¬ 
alogies  of  Duald  MacFirbis.  Mr.  Rafferty  very  kindly  took  an  interest 
in  the  author's  project  and  consulted  a  manuscript  of  genealogies  in  the 
Library  of  University  College,  Dublin,  in  order  to  establish  the  identity 
of  the  family's  eponymous  ancestor.  His  investigation  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  this  book,  and  in  the  intervening  fifteen  years  Mr.  Rafferty  has 
contributed  an  immense  amount  of  fresh  material  of  all  kinds,  including 
translations,  interpretations  and  corrections. 

• 

The  author's  next  correspondents  were  two  members  of  the 
family  who  were  born  in  the  original  Devlin  territory.  These  are  Mr. 
John  Devlin,  of  Sessiagh,  Coagh,  Tyrone,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
County  Tyrone  and  formerly  Rural  District  Councillor  for  Munterevlin 
Division  of  Cookstown  Rural  District,  and  his  son  Dr.  J.  G.  Devlin,  a 
physician.  In  his  office  of  Rural  Councillor  Mr.  Devlin  represented  the 
land  of  his  ancestors,  a  portion  of  which  is  included  in  Munterevlin,  a 
place-name  derived  by  corruption  and  contraction  from  two  Irish  words 
meaning  People  of  Devlin.  Obligations  to  both  father  and  son  are  evident 
in  many  parts  of  this  book,  and  the  latter  has  contributed  information 
from  personal  experience  of  life  and  conditions  in  the  Devlin  country  at 
the  present  day. 

Another  Irish  correspondent  who  contributed  to  the  first  edition  is 
Mr.  H.  L.  Glasgow,  editor  and  proprietor  of  The  Mid- Ulster  Mail,  in 
Cookstown,  Tyrone.  Mr.  Glasgow,  who  is  both  a  journalist  and  an  anti¬ 
quarian,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  neighboring  Devlin  country.  He  very 
kindly  consented  to  review  the  text  of  this  book,  to  which  he  supplied 
much  information  that  could  not  otherwise  have  been  obtained,  and  cor¬ 
rected  many  errors.  Mr.  Glasgow  wrote  a  review  of  the  first  edition  of 
this  book  for  The  Mid- Ulster  Mail  of  Sept.  3,  1938,  which  contained 
additional  data  that  have  been  incorporated  in  this  edition. 

In  the  production  of  this  second  edition  the  author  is  much  indebted 
to  Mr.  Rafferty  and  to  Mr.  Glasgow,  and  again  has  been  fortunate  in 
obtaining  the  collaboration  of  a  member  of  the  family.  Dr.  Arthur  J. 
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Devlin,  of  Foxrock,  County  Dublin,  who  has  made  extensive  Investiga¬ 
tions  In  the  history  of  the  Devlins,  and  has  been  of  the  greatest  assis¬ 
tance  In  his  Interpretation  of  the  mass  of  Information  that  he  has  so 
generously  supplied.  Dr.  Devlin  Is  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Stlllorgan  District  of  his  county  and  a  veteran  of  the  First  World  War, 
having  served  as  a  line  officer  of  the  Leinster  Regiment  from  1916  to 
1922. 


This  history  has  profited  greatly  from  the  aid  of  Professor  Eoin 
MacNelll,  D.Lltt.,  late  Professor  of  Early  and  Mediaeval  Irish  History 
In  University  College,  Dublin,  from  whose  books  much  had  been  bor¬ 
rowed  In  writing  the  first  edition.  Dr.  MacNelll,  whose  recent  death 
was  so  great  a  loss  to  Irish  scholarship,  had  thrown  new  light  on  the 
origin  and  descent  of  the  Devlins  in  a  personal  letter  and  in  a  review 
of  the  first  edition  which  appeared  in  Irish  Historical  Studies  (Septem¬ 
ber,  1939). 

Without  the  assistance  of  an  authority  on  the  history  of  the  Ulster 
clans  and  their  lands,  the  portion  of  this  study  dealing  with  the  location 
and  extent  of  the  original  Devlin  territory  could  not  have  been  written. 
This  assistance  has  been  furnished  by  Dr.  Se'amus  O  Ceallaigh,  Lecturer 
In  Obstetrics  at  University  College,  Dublin,  and  a  member  ofthe 
Hospitals  Commission,  who  has  found  time  from  a  busy  life  to  supply 
Indispensable  data  on  many  subjects. 

Irish  scholars  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  have  also  contributed 
gjreatly  to  the  composition  of  this  second  edition.  The  late  James  F. 
Kenney,  Ph.D.,  D.Lltt.,  Director  of  Historical  Research  in  the  Public 
Archives  of  Canada,  in  Ottawa,  and  author  of  The  Sources  for  the 
Ecclesiastical  History  of  Ireland,  had  reviewed  the  typescript  and  had 
very  kindly  corrected  errors  both  of  fact  and  in  the  plan  of  its  composi¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Kenney  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  many  students  who  had 
benefited  from  his  encouragement  and  who  had  enjoyed  the  quiet  charm 
of  his  personality. 

Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  of  New  York  City,  Division  Supervisor  of 
the  New  York  Board  of  Education,  has  devoted  more  than  forty  years  to 
a  study  of  the  Irish  annals  and  genealogies,  and  has  contributed  articles 
on  Irish  subjects  to  The  Irish  Advocate.  His  valuable  collection  of  books 
dealing  with  Irish  history  contains  many  rare  volumes.  From  his  pro¬ 
found  knowledge  of  the  Irish  clans  Mr.  McGuire  has  furnished  material 
that  appears  in  every  part  of  this  history. 

His  son,  Mr.  James  K.  McGuire,  M.A.  of  Fordham  University  and 
an  officer  in  the  United  States  Navy,  has  inherited  his  father's  love  of 
research.  He  has  also  contributed  most  valuable  information,  particu¬ 
larly  for  the  period  of  the  Confiscations,  concerning  which  he  has  made 
himself  an  authority  by  a  study  of  contemporary  maps  and  documents. 
Both  father  and  son  are  members  of  the  American  Irish  Historical 
Society. 

The  author  is  also  grateful  to  Professor  Tadhg  O  Donnchadha, 
D.Lltt.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Irish  in  University  College,  Cork,  for 
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translations  from  The  Book  of  Clandeboy  (Leabhar  Clotnne  Aodha 
Buidhe)  which  he  made  for  Mr.  Rafferty;  to  Professor  James  Hogan, 
D.Litt.,  Professor  of  History  in  University  College,  Cork,  who  very 
kindly  supplied  Mr.  Rafferty  with  much  material  on  the  probable  date 
when  the  0*Devlins  first  occupied  Munterevlin;  to  the  late  Professor 
Edmund  Curtis,  M.A.,  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  for  useful  advice  and 
information;  to  the  Rev.  John  Ryan,  S.  J.,  D.Litt.,  Professor  of  Early 
and  Mediaeval  Irish  History  in  University  College,  Dublin,  who  gave 
Mr.  Rafferty  his  opinion  as  to  the  etymology  of  Devlin;  to  the  Rev. 

Myles  V.  Ronan  of  Dublin,  editor  of  Brother  Luke  Cullen^s  manuscripts 
dealing  with  the  Rebellions  of  1798  and  of  1803  in  Wicklow,  who  gave 
assistance  to  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  in  his  investigation  of  the  Wicklow 
branch  of  Devlins;  to  Mr.  Denis  Devlin,  Secretary  of  the  Irish  Legation 
in  Washington,  for  information  as  to  the  Donegal  Devlins;  to  Mrs.  Louis 
Roche  (born  Ann  Devlin,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Devlin  of  Munterevlin) 
for  lending  the  author  a  portrait  of  the  celebrated  Ann  Devlin,  adherent 
of  Robert  Emmet;  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Cahill,  of  the  American  Irish  Historical 
Society  in  New  York  City,  for  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
society's  large  library  of  books  on  Irish  subjects;  to  Professors  Dora 
Neill  Raymond  and  Joseph  Dexter  Bennett,  of  Sweet  Briar  College, 
Virginia,  for  corrections  in  the  text  of  the  first  edition;  to  the  author's 
son  and  daughter,  Mr.  John  C.  Develin,  A.B.  of  Harvard  University  and 
ex-navigator  in  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Corps,  and  Miss  Louise  Develin, 

A.B.  of  Smith  College,  and  to  Miss  Mary  O'Hara,  all  of  Philadelphia, 
for  assistance  in  preparing  the  second  edition  for  publication. 

The  author  is  also  indebted  for  information  about  Devlins  in  the 
United  States  to  his  father,  Mr.  John  F.  Develin,  late  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  Bar;  to  Miss  Hattie  Thompson,  of  Davidson,  North  Carolina; 
to  Miss  Mary  Devlin  of  New  York  City;  to  Dr.  Joseph  Devlin,  the  distin¬ 
guished  lexicographer,  of  the  same  city;  to  Mr.  William  H.  Devlin,  of 
Sacramento,  a  member  of  the  California  Bar;  and  to  Mrs.  James  Henry 
Devlin,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

James  T.  White  and  Company  of  New  York  City,  publishers  of  The 
National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  have  very  courteously 
permitted  access  to  their  files,  and  the  staffs  of  the  following  libraries 
have  kindly  given  assistance  in  the  execution  of  this  study  -  The  Bodleian 
Library,  Oxford;  The  British  Museum  Library,  London;  The  Newberry 
Library,  Chicago;  The  New  York  Public  Library,  in  New  York  City;  The 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia;  and  The  Library  of  The  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia;  and  The  Library  of  Congress,  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  libraries  most  consulted  by  Irish  correspondents  have  been  - 
The  Library  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy;  Trinity  College  Library;  The 
National  Library  of  Ireland;  The  Library  of  University  College,  Dublin, 
and  also  the  files  of  The  Public  Record  Office,  all  in  Dublin;  and  The 
Library  of  University  College,  Cork. 

Copies  of  this  second  edition  may  be  found  in  all  the  libraries 
listed  above,  and  also  in  those  of  The  American  Irish  Historical  Society 
and  The  Institute  of  American  Genealogy. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Concerning  European  family  histories  it  is  said  in  the  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  Britannica:  "In  no  way  is  the  gap  made  by  the  Dark  Ages 
between  ancient  and  modern  history  more  marked  than  by  the  fact  that 
no  European  family  makes  a  serious  claim  to  bridge  it  with  its  gene- 
alogy."l  The  author  of  this  statement  should  investigate  the  subject  of 
Milesian2(Gaelic  Irish)  genealogies  for  an  exception  to  his  assertion. 

In  other  parts  of  Europe,  after  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the 
invasion  of  barbarian  tribes  resulted  in  a  breaking  up  of  the  old  civili¬ 
zation  and  a  general  loss  or  destruction  of  family  records.  Ireland, 
however,  which  never  formed  a  part  of  the  Roman  Empire,  was  not 
affected  by  these  events.  She  preserved  her  distinctive  culture  unim¬ 
paired  and  in  fact  during  the  so-called  Dark  Ages  served  as  missionary 
and  schoolmaster  for  Western  Europe.  For  this  reason  she  has  been 
fortunate  in  preserving  the  essential  books  and  documents  for  a  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  histories  of  those  families  that  were  included  in  her 
ancient  clan  system,  although  only  a  small  part  of  this  material  has 
been  as  yet  utilized.  No  other  European  country  possesses  so  large  a 
collection  of  historic  data,  furnishing  continuous  and  authentic  informa¬ 
tion  from  so  early  a  period. 3 

The  clan  system  was  a  social  and  political  organization  very 
widely  distributed  in  early  times.4  Before  the  coming  of  the  Romans 
the  Celtic  inhabitants  of  England  were  also  organized  in  clans, 5  and 
the  Gaelic-speaking  clans  of  the  Scottish  Highlands  retained  their 
Identity  long  after  the  suppression  of  their  Irish  counterparts.  Since 
the  disintegration  of  the  Scottish  clans  was  of  a  gradual  nature  and,  in 
general,  not  accompanied  by  confiscations  and  forcible  evictions, 6  there 
is  fortunately  not  present  in  Scotland  that  memory  of  past  persecutions 
and  injustices  which  has  embittered  relations  between  the  Irish  and  the 
English.  The  Scotch  also  differ  from  the  Irish  in  that  they  still  have  a 
strong  sentimental  attachment  for  their  clans,  as  shown  by  the  wearing 
of  clan  tartans,  periodical  clan  gatherings,  and  other  manifestations  of 
clan  solidarity.  That  sort  of  feeling  has  been  almost  totally  lacking  in 
Ireland,  although  there  are  some  present  signs  of  an  attempt  to  revive 
it  by  such  an  association  as  that  recently  formed  among  the  O^Hares, 
to  resuscitate  memories  of  an  almost  forgotten  past  and  to  foster 
friendly  relations  among  those  of  this  surname  in  Ireland  and  through¬ 
out  the  world.7 

4 

Largely  because  of  the  romantic  light  thrown  on  their  past  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  the  histories  of  Scottish  clans  have  received  much  atten¬ 
tion.  In  comparison,  the  histories  of  Irish  clans  have  been  little  inves¬ 
tigated,  although  they  contain  material  quite  as  vivid  as  those  of  the 
Scotch.  Notwithstanding  the  labors  of  that  great  pioneer  John  Donovan, 
and  the  work  of  some  of  his  worthy  successors,  Irish  clan  history  is  so 
involved  that  much  remains  to  be  done.  Mrs.  A.  S.  Green  has  said; 
"There  are  no  monographs  on  Desmonds,  O^Neills,  O’Donnells,  Fitz¬ 
geralds,  Butlers,  Clanrickards,  and  so  on.  No  annals  of  the  provinces 
or  kingdoms  have  been  compiled,  nor  chronologies.  The  work  of  the 
two  great  Earls  of  Kildare  is  one  of  the  most  important  periods  of  Irish 
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history:  it  still  awaits  a  historian.  "8  Since  the  above  was  written, 
early  in  the  present  century,  Thomas  Matthews  has  produced  a  three- 
volume  history  of  the  Ulster  O^Neills,  and  some  other  work  of  a  similar 
nature  has  been  accomplished,  but  Irish  history  still  offers  fields  of 
practically  unexplored  territory.  As  the  O’ Devlins  were  a  minor  sept, 
their  record  is  certainly  not  above  the  average  among  Milesian  families 
from  the  viewpoint  either  of  historic  interest  or  of  dramatic  incident. 

It  would  be  possible  to  name  many  families,  whose  histories  have  never 
been  written,  that  would  offer  more  striking  material  in  both  of  these 
respects  than  that  here  presented. 

In  writing  this  history  reliance  has  been  placed  on  such  sources 
of  information  as  the  ancient  Irish  annals  and  genealogies,  the  Irish 
State  Papers,  early  maps,  ordnance  surveys,  historical  atlases,  census 
returns,  directories,  land  valuations,  and  other  books  or  documents  of 
an  official  nature  and  contemporaneous,  so  far  as  possible,  with  the 
events  herein  related.  For  general  historical  references,  especially 
with  respect  to  the  earlier  period,  the  books  consulted  have  been 
written,  for  the  most  part,  since  the  revival  of  Gaelic  studies  in  Ireland. 
With  a  few  distinguished  exceptions  these  are  by  historians  of  the 
present  century,  whose  works  will  be  found  included  in  the  bibliography 
at  the  end  of  this  volume,  and  the  reader  is  referred  to  them  for  further 
Information  about  some  of  the  main  events  of  Irish  history  that  have 
been  introduced  as  a  background  to  this  story.  It  is  suggested  that 
A.  S.  Green’s  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  and  Edmund  Curtis’s 
History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  should  be  read  as  introductions  to  the 
first  two  chapters,  or  a  more  condensed  account  of  early  and  mediaeval 
Irish  history  may  be  found  in  the  two  studies  by  the  Rev.  John  Ryan 
listed  in  the  bibliography.  Sufficient  background  for  the  unhappy  cen¬ 
turies  that  succeeded  the  Confiscations  may  be  obtained  from  A  Short 
History  of  the  Irish  People,  by  M.  Hayden  and  G.  A.  Moonan. 

Duald  MacFirbis,  who  in  the  seventeenth  century  compiled  the 
genealogies  of  the  principal  clans  of  Ireland  in  nine  books,  makes  a 
distinction  between  genealogies,  which  relate  to  the  origin  of  tribes, 
clans  and  septs;  and  pedigrees,  that  deal  with  the  descent  of  individuals. 
This  study  could  be  classed  in  the  first  category,  its  purpose  being  to 
give  an  account  of  the  Devlins  as  an  entity.  Logically  such  a  story  might 
very  well  terminate  with  the  confiscation  of  their  land  when  the  Ulster 
Plantation  was  established  by  James  I,  as  since  then  the  Devlins  have 
had  no  common  life  nor  common  history.  For  the  sake  of  continuity, 
however,  some  examples  of  the  subsequent  activities  of  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  have  been  given.  Since  the  investigations  in  this  con¬ 
nection  have  been  of  a  random  nature  it  is  quite  possible  that  some 
names  have  been  omitted  which  are  more  noteworthy  than  others  that 
have  been  included. 

No  individual  pedigrees  have  been  attempted  in  this  history,  such 
as  those  to  which  John  O  Hart  devbted  the  work  of  a  lifetime.  His  books 
abound  with  detailed  lineages  that  profess  to  trace  the  descent  of  persons 
now  living  not  only  to  authentic  ancestors  of  the  early  Christian  Era,  but 
for  several  milleniums  before  that  time  to  the  legendary  forefathers  of 
the  Milesian  race.  Such  pedigrees  are  easy  enough  to  construct  if 
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connection  can  be  effected  with  names  that  appear  in  genealogies  like 
those  of  MacFirbis.  They  are,  however,  of  doubtful  value  from  the 
viewpoint  of  abstract  truth,  since  even  if  all  links  in  the  chain  of  genera¬ 
tions  can  be  established  by  documentary  evidence,  and  disregarding 
adoptions  for  which  the  Brehon  Law  made  detailed  provision,  the  dis¬ 
turbing  thought  intrudes  that  it  would  also  be  necessary  to  guarantee 
the  marital  constancy  of  every  ancestress  in  the  lineage  over  a  period 
of  many  centuries  if  the  record  of  these  immensely  extended  pedigrees 
is  to  be  accepted  as  authentic,  since  a  single  lapse  in  virtue  by  any 
female  might  invalidate  the  descent.  To  take  a  conspicuous  example  of 
such  uncertainties,  many  contemporaries  of  Hugh  O^Neill,  Earl  of 
Tyrone,  believed  that  he  was  the  grandson  of  a  Dundalk  blacksmith,  and 
not  of  Conn  Neill  the  "Halt",  and  was  therefore  not  even  an  illegiti¬ 
mate  offspring  of  the  royal  stock. 

In  the  specific  case  of  the  Devlins,  the  principal  difficulties  of 
constructing  an  individual  pedigree  would  not  be  found  in  the  earlier 
portion.  Down  to  the  eponymous  ancestor^  of  the  sept  we  are  dealing 
with  public  characters,  most  of  whose  names  appear  frequently  in  the 
annals,  and  whose  natal  claims  to  the  kingship  or  chieftainship  were 
subjected  to  particular  scrutiny.  The  genealogical  chart  that  follows 
this  introduction  may  be  literally  correct  as  it  stands,  and  is  probably 
so  from  the  fourth  century  onwards.  But  since  the  O^Devlins  were  dis¬ 
possessed  of  the  last  vestiges  of  their  hereditary  lands  as  early  as  the 
first  years  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  deprivation  probably  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  loss  of  vital  genealogical  records,  insuperable  obstacles 
might  well  be  encountered  in  attempting  to  connect  any  living  Devlin 
with  his  eponymous  forebear.  In  any  case,  the  doubtful  results  obtained, 
if  such  an  attempt  were  successful,  would  hardly  repay  the  extensive 
research  necessary  for  this  purpose,  since  the  final  product  of  such  an 
Investigation  would  consist  of  a  mere  aggregation  of  names,  filling  in 
nearly  thirty  generations  of  ancestors  concerning  whose  lives  we  would 
know  little  or  nothing,  and  for  whose  credentials  as  genuine  progenitors 
it  would  be  impossible  to  vouch  with  any  certainty. 

No  such  difficulties  as  above  described  arise,  however,  in  a  tribal 
genealogy,  as  distinguished  from  an  individual  pedigree.  All  Devlins 
are  necessarily  descended  in  manifold  ways  from  the  eponymous 
ancestors  of  their  clan  and  sept,  as  is  capable  of  mathematical  demon¬ 
stration.  Allowing  thirty-four  years  for  a  generation  (the  average 
number  in  Irish  genealogies  as  determined  by  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill)  since 
the  date  of  Owen  s  death  in  A.D.  465,  we  arrive  at  the  figure  of  forty- 
three  generations  from  the  founder  of  the  Clan  Owen,  to  which  the 
0*Devlins  belonged.  Multiplying  by  two  for  each  generation  from  the 
present  one,  to  provide  the  necessary  number,  of  forebears,  we  reach 
the  Incredible  number  of  nine. trillion  ancestors  in  the  middle  of  the 
fifth  century  for  each  person  now  living.  Seeing  that  the  total  population 
of  a  predominantly  agricultural  country  like  Ireland  in  early  days  could 
not  have  been  more  than  a  few  hundred  thousand  at  the  most,  all  living 
Devlins  must  be  descended  from  Owen,  and  from  his  progeny  for  many 
generations  after  his  time,  by  an  enormous  multiplicity  of  derivations. 
The  evidence  for  descent  from  Devlin,  from  whom  the  Devlins  derive 
their  patronymic,  is  practically  quite  as  conclusive  from  a  mathematical 
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viewpoint,  although  the  number  of  ancestors  in  the  eleventh  century 
when  he  lived  -  sixty-seven  million  -  does  not  reach  such  an  astro¬ 
nomical  total  as  for  the  fifth  century. 

When  we  go  back  a  sufficient  number  of  centuries  the  lineages  of 
all  Irish  families  become  inextricably  enmeshed,  because  of  the  con¬ 
tinual  introduction  of  alien  blood  by  the  females  of  each  generation. 

Since  Devlin  is  represented  in  the  genealogies  as  the  father  of  a  numer¬ 
ous  issue,  those  who  chose  to  commemorate  him  in  their  surname,  and 
who  continued  to  reside  in  that  part  of  Ireland  where  he  had  lived,  would 
have  been  linked  with  their  eponym  by  an  especially  large  number  of 
descents,  but  it  is  obvious  that,  by  this  time,  the  Devlins  must  be 
descended,  in  one  way  or  another,  from  practically  all  those  of  Devlin* s 
contemporaries  in  Ireland  who  were  founders  of  septs.  The  question  as 
to  the  exact  authenticity  of  tribal  descents  in  the  male  line  is,  therefore, 
one  of  minor  importance.  The  commonly  held  belief,  in  the  clan  days, 
that  certain  septs  were  so  descended,  and  consequently  so  interrelated, 
was  implicit  in  the  clan  system,  and  was  in  fact  correct  in  substance, 
but  not  necessarily  in  detail.  In  the  absence  of  such  a  belief,  and  of  the 
genealogies  on  which  it  was  based,  the  whole  elaborate  structure  of 
Irish  land  tenure,  of  hereditary  rights  and  privileges,  as  well  as  heredi¬ 
tary  obligations  to  the  heads  of  the  clan  and  sept,  would  have  been 
meaningless. 

The  term  sept,  as  used  in  this  book,  refers  to  that  division  of  a 
clan  whose  members  possessed  a  common  surname.  For  want  of  a 
'  better  designation,  after  the  time  of  the  Confiscations  the  Devlins  are 
referred  to  as  a  family,  although  it  is  evident  that  this  word  is  a  mis¬ 
nomer  as  applied  to  a  body  of  several  thousand  individuals  living  in 
diverse  parts  of  the  world.  Any  blood  relationship  between  their  com¬ 
ponent  divisions  must  now  be  extremely  distant.  It  is  only  in  their 
surname  that  they  possess  the  reminder  of  a  former  common  existence 
and  of  a  common  descent.  On  the  other  hand,  tribe,  clan  or  sept,  as 
applied  to  them,  would  be  misleading,  connoting  as  such  terms  do  con¬ 
nection  with  a  sort  of  political  and  social  organization  that  has  been 
long  extinct. 

It  is  somewhat  arbitrarily  that  "sept"  has  been  used  for  groups 
employing  the  same  surname,  since  there  is  no  uniformity  of  usage 
among  Irish  historians  in  this  respect.  "Clan"  has  been  used  for  an 
aggregation  of  kindred  septs,  as  the  Clan  Owen,  which  included  the 
O  Neills,  MacLoughlins,  O* Devlins,  0*Cahans,  O*  Donnellys,  O*  Mellons, 
MacCawells,  and  other  septs  who  claimed  descent  from  Owen.  No 
attempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  employ  specific  designations  for 
such  intermediate  divisions  of  the  clan  as  the  Descendants  of  MacErca 
or  the  Men  of  Drumleene.  Of  the  above  mentioned  septs  all  except  the 
MacCawells  belonged  to  the  former  division,  but  only  the  0*Devlins  and 
the  0*Donnellys  to  the  latter.  Above  the  clan  there  were  other  genea¬ 
logical  divisions,  since  kinship  formed  the  basis  for  the  whole  system. 
The  Descendants  of  Niall,  for  instance,  included  among  others  the  Clan 
Owen,  the  Clan  Conall  and  the  Clan  Colman.  Such  a  division  might  be 
called  a  tribe;  while  the  Progeny  of  Conn,  which  comprised  tribes  such 
as  the  Descendants  of  Niall,  the  Connachta,  and  the  Airghialla  (Clan 
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to  ee^fisnli  'siil  a9t*tnlfi<»o  1o  i^dmi/n  InstoiDua  s  iDsd  09  sw  nsrfW 
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biiK>w  »bs?il  bad  dd  sisdw  basisti  to  l*tsq  isd)  si  sbiasi  oi  bsusitoos  odw#, 
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as  ^aa  10  ftsto  tOdiii  ,baid  ladio  adi  sO  .inaoaab  ncrrsmoo  s  to  bnj^ 
•noo  oiBiai  doua  as  ^lioasoo  ,;iaibsaiaim  ad  blvow  «m^i  oi  bariqqis  ^ 
need  asd  Isdi  aoiissins^io  Isiooa  bns  Xsoililoq  lo  iioa  s  diiw  nolioan 

"  tfs.'f  ianiixa  ^ol 


aquol)  lol  bass  aaod  asd  "iqaa"  isdi  yliisiitdis  ^isdwamoa  ai  il  l  . 
(t^ay  lo  yiimioliiui  on  ai  aiadi  9pniz  ,amsniii8  ainsa  adi  ^niyolqma 
AS  10)  baan  naad  asd  "oslO”  .loaqaai  aidi  ni  aosiioiaid  dalil  jnoms 
adi  baboiooi  doidw  ,nawO  nslO  adi  as  ^aiqaa  baibnid  to  nciissaisju  ^ 
,aiioIlai4*0  .ayllaor.oCl'O  caasdsD^O  ,aniXyad^O  ^anild^iioJosM  ,eiiialt 
oVl  »nawO  moil  inaoaab  bamislo  odvw  aiq^^*  lOdJo  bns  .aliawsOosM  ^ 
lol  aooiisn^aab  oiUoaqa  folqma  ol  .layawod  ,absixi  naad  asd  iqm alia 
soi3dsl4  to  am&boaaaaQ  adi  as  nslo  adi  to  anoiaivib  aisibamiaini  dona 

»  W0- 

adi  iq^^xa  lis  aiq^s  banoiioaca  avods  adi  )0  .anaalmsiCL  to  naM  adi  10 
bns  aniivaQ'O  adJ  ylno  tod  ^iaivib  ismiol  adi  oi  ba^nolad  aliawsDosM  ^ 
•sanas  ^adio  oiaw  eiadi  nsio  adi  aiodA  .isilsi  adi  oi  ayliat^Cl'O  adi^  . 
^aiaya  alodw  adi  lol  aiesd  adi  bamiol  qidanid  aooia  ,8/ioiaivib  lso)]s^l^ 
ostD  a^  aiadio  jinoms.  baboiobi  .aoiisiani  lol  ^isIVf  lo  ainsbnaoaaO  "adX*' 
«ad  Sdsim  noiatoib  s  tlouS  •nuoioO  nslO  adi  fans  llsooC).  nsJO  adi  tnawO 
doiiafsaciiil  baaiiqmoo  doiihr  ,nnoO  to  yna^i*3  adi  alidw  jodiii  s  ballso^^ 
*v<rOi^D>  sUsidyii^^  *di  bos  ^idosnnoD  ^i  ,UsiK  to  ainsbnaoaaCl  adi  as 
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Colla),  might  be  classed  as  a  race.  It  would  be  desirable  if  some 
uniformity  of  nomenclature  could  be  established  in  genealogical  studies, 
at  least  for  their  description  in  English.  There  was  no  such  uniformity 
in  Irish,  however,  since  clann,  siol,  etc.,  were  used  indiscriminately 
simply  as  indications  of  descent,  the  latter  term  being  employed  both 
for  a  group  with  a  common  surname,  and  also  for  an  immense  body 
such  as  the  Progeny  of  Conn. 

Some  modern  historians  disapprove  of  the  word  "clan",  for  use 
In  political  histories  of  Ireland,  as  giving  an  erroneous  impression  of 
the  ancient  Irish  political  structure, ^0  but  in  a  book  of  a  genealogical 
nature,  such  as  this,  its  use  has  seemed  preferable  to  terms  like  cenel, 
siol,  or  which  might  appear  as  unnecessarily  exotic  to  English- 
speaking  readers  who  have  been  long  accustomed  to  "clan"  since  it  was 
popularized  in  the  novels  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Objection  has  also  been 
made  to  "clan  days"  as  descriptive  of  the  ancient  Irish  political  and 
social  organization  abolished  by  the  Confiscations,  but  whether  we  use 
this,  or  some  other  expression,  it  is  obvious  that  the  regime  established 
by  the  English  with  the  Ulster  Plantation  differed  greatly  from  that 
which  preceded  it.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  Irish  "clan 
system"  was  distinguished  in  many  respects  from  that  pictured  by  the 
great  Scottish  novelist  as  prevailing  in  Scotland.  In  the  latter  country, 
for  instance,  retainers  are  said  to  have  frequently  assumed  the  surname 
of  their  political  leader,  although  in  fact  unrelated  to  him  by  blood,  so 
that  large  tracts  of  country  in  Scotland  came  to  be  peopled  by  those 
bearing  the  same  patronymic.  In  Ireland,  on  the  other  hand,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  even  the  smallest  political  units  plainly  showed  the  wide  variety 
of  their  origins  in  their  distinctive  surnames.il 

For  various  historical  and  phonetic  reasons,  as  well  as  to  make  a 
distinction  between  the  sept  and  the  family  in  later  times,  in  the  first 
edition  of  this  book  the  spelling  O^Develin  was  used  for  the  former  and 
that  of  Devlin  for  the  family  after  the  extinction  of  the  clan  system.  In 
this  edition,  for  the  sake  of  simplicity,  the  spellings  O^Devlin  and  Devlin 
have  been  used  throughout,  when  speaking  of  the  sept  or  family  as  an 
entity,  or  in  translations  from  the  Irish,  but  in  the  case  of  individuals, 
when  their  names  are  written  in  English,  their  own  spelling  has  been 
given. 


Since  the  purpose  has  been  to  make  this  story  readable,  such 
matters  have  been  placed  in  the  notes  and  appendices  as  would  interfere 
too  much  with  the  main  narrative  of  events.  For  the  same  reason  the 
most  euphonious  anglicizations  of  Irish  personal  and  clan  names  as 
were  available  have  been  employed,  and  modern  place-names  have  been 
used  in  describing  ancient  territories,  so  that  any  fairly  large-scale 
map  of  modern  Ireland  should  be  sufficient  for  their  identification  and 
location. 

Collectively  the  three  chapters  of  this  book  cover  a  period  in 
excess  of  a  millenium  and  a  half.  These  fifteen  centuries,  in  the  life  of 
the  Devlins  and  their  ancestors,  are  compounded  of  grandeur  and  poverty, 
prosperity  and  misfortune.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  preserve  an 
objective  viewpoint  in  this  study  of  a  typical  Milesian  sept,  and  to  depict 
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smoa  W  aldfiiiasb  ad  Nuow  .soai  a  aa  baaaj^io  sd^iiislm  ,(aXIoO 
^a9lb!JSa  !Boi^ts9fi3^  ol  badalfdfi^d  ad  bli/o6  aiiiJcranamon  Ip  xiUaioliao 
YJtanoJtaw  tiouE  on  aaw  a-iartT  ,deifyia  ni  nollqlioaab  iJadj  lol  la^al  u 
^yj9S£iLiaUr9atbtiiih9Bu  aiaw  ,.pta  ,iQia  ^lavawod  ,ilalil  ni 

rt)od  bayoiqmt  ^niad  mifJ  la^liKl  ari^vinaoaab  lo  anoltoibnl  8Ji  Ylqmia 
ybod  aanacnmi  as  lol  oain'bna  «am£niu8  nomaoo  £  tiJIw  quoi^  £  lol 
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88U  lol  /nalo"  brow  aiU  lo  avotqq^sib  enaiioiairi  ntabom  9mo8 
lo  nolB89iqml  auo^noiia  ns  iwfvls  u  k>  asiiolaid  L&oiiiloq  nl 

laoljoUsnsj  £  lo  iood  ^  ni  hid  Ixoiiiioq  daiil  inaions  adl 

aonsl  oJ  aidxiT^ptq^bamsM  ajjd  saxi  etl  ,alrii  aji  dona  ^oiuJan 
^dell^na  oJ  olloxs  ^irianaeoonnu  ac  laaqqs  IdgJUn  ibidw  %o  ,l6}a 
E£w>Ss  9oni3  ’'nalo**  ol  baxBOlaiioos  ^nol  nsad  avad  odw  aiabaai  ;^li£9qa 
n»ad  oti£  ead  noilo^cdO  .Jioo8  idllaW  il2  to  afavon  adJ  ni  bssiisluqqq 
brt£  l£*>tttk}q  dat’d  Indioxifi  adi  to  avi)qlio««b  as  "a^ab  aalo*^  oJ  ebjun 
aair  5w  ladiadw  lud  ^anoilaoEilnoO  aril  ^  badaiioda  noJlasInayio  laioosa 
' ^  badaildfilaa  aini^i  adi  isdl  auotrdo  ai  Ji  t^lsssiqxs  lodJo  amoa  lo  ,Bidi 
l£di  moil  baisnib  notl£Ut£l^  laiaiU  adl  rillw  dailyia  adl  ^ 

nulD**  daiil  adl  lad)  .lavawod  .baton  ad  binoda  U  .U  bsfaaosiq  doidw 
»dl  Yd  bsii/toiq  ladl  moil  atoaqasi  ^nimj  ai  badaiiiyiitolb  eaw  ^^matoYa 
.Y^lflooo  isJJai  adi  ol  .bnalioDS  ni  yililfivaiq  as  lailsvcw  deiltooB  toaij 
amaniua  adl  bamua^.Yllnanpail  aviid  oi  bise  aia  aisniaiai  .^oxtsiani  lol 
oa  >)old  Y<*  OTid  ol  bsSalnms  toal  ai  d^uodlia  .labaal  Uoilftoq  iladl  to 
aaodJ  Yd  baiqoaq  ad  ol  smso  hnaJJooB  ni  ^itavoy  to  stoail  ayinJ  SsdJ 
-idadni  adl  ^Miad  isdto  ad)  no  .biudai]  nl  .Oimvnoiljsq  amaa  adl  ^lasd 
Ytoliav  abiw  adi  bewona  vlnialq  aSlau  JxoJiiJoq  leeUaraa  art)  navs  to  alnal 
^i^ir  #  ?  .aamaniiia  aviJoniiaib  liad)  ni  anisiio  liadl  to  ^ 

*  ,®dacn  ol  aa  Haw  aa  .anoaasi  oiianodq  boa  laoiioiaid  auoixav  lo^ 
lam  adJ  ni  .aamil  laJai  ni  Yiimal  sdi  bna  iqoa  adl  naowtod  noitonitelb 
baa  lamiol  adl  lol  bsau  aaw  nllsvsa'O  yiillaqa  edl  Jk>od  aid!  to  nolliba 
nl  .moiaxs  oafa^  art)  lo  noitoniixa  sdl  laSlM  xiimal  adi  id  ailvaC  to  ladJ 
•^nilvaa  bna  niWaa'O  ajniUaqa  adl  .ylioiiqinia  to  aaiaa  adi  lol  ^iliba  aidl  - 
na  aa  lo  )q®*  9dl  to  ^iilaeqa  nadw  ^luod^iioidl  baan  naod  :7vad 

.aiaobivibni  to  aaao  adl  ni  lod  ,daiiJ  adl  moil  anoiialanail  at  lo  ^x^ilna 
naad  aad  ^ailiaqa  nwo  lioiil  .riaii^a  ni  aaiSiiw  aia  aaman  lioiU  nadw 

done  .aidabaai  yioia  aid)  asianx'oi  naad  aad  aaoqiuq  adi  aaniS 
aialialni  bl^w  aa  aaoibnaqqa  bna  aalon  adl  ni  baoalq  naad  avad  eialliuDa  * 
adl  noaaai  acnaa  adl  lol  .ahiava  totavilaiian  oiam  adl  dliw  doum  ool 
aa  daman  naio  bna  lanoeiaq  daJil  to  anoliaaioilyia  aaoiaosiqifa  atom 
naad  avad  Baaian*aoaiq  niabom  bna  .baxolqma  naad  avad  aidaiiava  aiaw 
^aoe-ailial  xi'xidl  xaa  ladl  o2  ^aaiiohiial  inaiona  ^aid/iaeab  ni  baan 
bna  ooilaoJlilnabi  liodl  lol  loaioilliis* ad  biuods  bnaiail  niaborti  to  qam 

'  v’*»'  "‘*<1  i=«^  .  .ooomooi 

p  I  >*  T|  .  ;  .' 

nJ  boiiaq  a  lavoo  iood  eidl  to  ai^Jqado  aaidl  adl  xi^vJloallo^ 
to  alii  adl  ni  .aalminao  aaailil  aaadT  .liad  a  bn£  nii^aaiiiox  a  to  OBaojca 
,yiiovoq  beta  inaboti^  to  babnuoqmoo  aia  ,8*iol8aaaa  liadl  boa  nnilyaCI  adl 
,.  na  aviaaaiq  ol  abam  naad  aad  liolla  nA  .annirolaim  bna  xliiaqaoiq  j 
l3iqab  o)  bna  ^iqsa  naiaallM  laoiqxl  a  to  ybola  aJdl  ni  Inioqwaiv  oviloaido . 
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our  ancestors  as  the  record  shows  them  to  have  lived.  Although  the 
origins  of  the  Devlins  were  sufficiently  exalted,  there  were  some 
features  of  their  later  career  that  may  not  prove  so  pleasing  to  their 
descendants.  The  investigation  of  a  family  history  extending  over  so 
many  centuries,  from  the  age  of  chariots  to  that  of  airplanes,  from  the 
days  of  bards  to  those  of  the  radio,  has  a  peculiar  fascination,  but  in 
this  case  it  has  also  its  depressing  features,  since  the  histories  of 
Milesian  Irish  families  are  invariably  records  of  frustration,  involving 
the  long  struggle  of  an  outmoded  culture  to  cope  with  modern  conditions, 
the  eventual  downfall  of  the  clans,  the  loss  of  their  lands,  and  the 
Impoverishment  or  exile  of  the  clansmen.  Fortunately,  however,  the 
prospect  brightens  as  we  near  the  present  day.  Freed  from  the  bonds 
of  the  clan  system,  and  risen  from  the  depressed  state  to  which  they 
had  been  reduced  after  the  Confiscations,  the  Devlins,  in  common  with 
other  Milesian  families,  have  accomplishments  to  their  credit  in  many 
fields  of  achievement,  during  recent  times. 
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9fl)  d^uodKA  .bfliyU  »vju1  oi  oQsdjr  awode  tnoosn  adl  a£  aioia»:>aa  loo  Vt}.^ 
woa  9iaw  »i9di  ,b9i|£X9  yilnsir^lllE/a  9i9w  baUvoQ  9di  lo  anlytio 
Tl9d5  0)  ^laaaki  od  .dvoirq  Jqh  i«9i£3  i9Ul  ilftxU  lo  asiuiaa)  ! 

oa  19^0  ^litwisixa  xJOSt^ki  ft  lo  floii&yllaavof  9HT  .abrkbasoBsb  ^ 

9il^  coo'll  (Bsnftiq^ift  lo  ifiil)  ol  aioruido  lo  sdl  moil  ,e9iiifia93  yitfim 
nl  Sod  .rtoiiftfiioe^  ijulxioaq  ft  aftd  9dl  lo  98oril  ol  eoifid  lo  e^ftb 

lo  tslioleld  9dl  9onlft  ,ft9iuJft9l  gniftssiqob  a^l  oalft  ead  ii  9Bfto  aldi 
9ni7iovnJ  \noilftilaoil  lo  atioosi  ssiiUnftl  daiil  oftiaoliM 

moiiibnoo  /riobom  lUhr  oqoo  ol  oiaiioo  bobomluo  as  lo  900!  edi 

9dl  bAft  ,«bnftl  lisdi  lo  aaol  odi  .enslo  siU  lo  ilftlnwob  JftuJnsvs  9dl 
9dl  <i«79V70d  ^ylolfinonol  .naffiftaftio  sdi  lo  aXiJcs  10  jnamdaliovoqail^,^ 
abnod  9dl  isotl  baoili  .yftb  insesaq  sdl  iftsa  aw  aft  aitsid^id  losqaoiq 
yadl  doidw  ol  alftle  baaasiqab .odJ  moil  Aaaii  boa  ^alaya  oftlo  adllo 
dlhr  Aommoo  oi  .aaiivaG  adi  ,anoilft0ftilm>3  adl  lalU  bdouboi  osad  bfid 
yaftCD  Hi  libaio  riiadi  ol  elasmilaifqiaoooft  9Vftd  ^saliimal  oftiaaiili  tadio 

•aamil  iaaon  ^Jaacnsvaidoft  lo  ablsil 
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GENEALCXilCAL  CHART 


HEBERIANS 


Br  ion-Fiachra 
THE  CONNACHTA 
The  O'Connors, 
HacGoverns,  etc. 

Conal 1 
THE  CLAN  CONALL 
The  O'Donnel Is, 
O'Dohertys,  etc. 


Feradach 

THE  DESCEND¬ 
ANTS  OF 
FERADACH 


MILESIANS 

HEREMONIANS  IRIANS 

1.  CONN  OF  THE  HUNDRED  BATTLES(A.O. 1 57) 
(Ancestor  of  the  PROGENY  OF  CONN) 

2.  ART  THE  SINGLE(I95) 

3.  CORMAC  MAC  ART(266) 

4.  CARBERY  THE  L I FFEY-L0VER(284) 

5.  FIACHA  SRAIBHTINE(322) 

6.  MUIREADACH  TIREACH(356) 

7.  EOCHAIDH  THE  PLAIN- 
CULTIVAT0R(365) 

8.  NULL  OF  THE  NINE 
H0STAGES(405) 

(Ancestor  of  the  DESCENDANT^ 

OF  NULL) 


ITHUNS 


9.  Owen(465) 

(Ancestor  of  the  CLAN 
OWEN) 


10.  Muireadach 

11.  MURKERTAC  MAC  ERCA(527) 
(Ancestor  of  the  DESCENDANTS 

OF  MAC  ERCA) 


Eochaidh 
THE  CLAN  COLLA 
The  Maguires, 
O'Kellys,  O'Devins, 
MacMahons,  etc. 


Cr imthann 
THE  CLAN  COLMAN 
The  O'MelaghI ins 
(of  the  SOUTH) 

Binnech 

THE  DESCENDANTS  OF 
BINNECH 


-  The  MacCawe 11s, 
etc. 


Connor 


The  O'Cahans 


The  O'MelaghI ins 
(of  the  NORTH) 


12.  DOMNALL  OF  THE  MANY  WILES(566) 

13.  AEDH  UAIRI00HNACH(6I2) 

14.  Maelf ithr igh(629)  Chief* of  the  Clan  Owen 

15.  Muldoon(68l)  n  «  «  n  « 

16.  FERGAL(722) 

17.  NULL  OF  THE  SH0WERS(778) 

18.  AEDH  0IRDNIDHE(8i9) 

19.  NULL  CAILLE(844) 

20.  AEDH  FAIR-GRAY(879) - 

21.  Domnall  of  Dabhall,King 
of  Ailech(9l5) 

22.  Eochaidh  of  Drumleene 
(Ancestor  of  the  MEN  OF 

DRUMLEENE) 

23.  Kelly 

24.  Shaughnessy ,The  last  rigdomna 
in  the  O'Devlin  genealogy 

25.  Donne  1 ly, Eponymous  ancestor  of 
the  O'Donnel lys. 

26.  Devlin(llth  century) 

(Ancestor  of  the  PEOPLE  OF  DEVLIN). 


NULL  BLACK-KNEE 
(919) 

The  O'Neills 


Note:  The  high-kings  are  in  capitals.  The  dates  of  deaths  are 
approximate  to  the  second  half  of  the  seventh  century.  The  MacLoughlins 
probably  stem  from  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  King  of  Ailech,  but  their 
genealogy  is  a  matter  of  dispute. 
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THE  ANTECEDENTS  OF  THE  SEPT 


In  comparison  with  many  Irish  surnames  that  of  Devlin,  with  its 
numerous  variations,  offers  little  difficulty  with  respect  to  its  origin. 
Although  other  possible  derivations  are  discussed  in  the  notes  and 
appendices,  the  evidence  presented  in  this  book  indicates  that  those  of 
this  name,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  may  at  present  be  located, 
can  trace  their  ultimate  descent  from  that  People  of  Devlin  (Muinter 
Dpibhilen),  known  individually  as  Devlin  (O  Doibhilen),  who  lived 
under  the  rule  of  their  Chief,  The  O^Devlin,  in  a  territory  on  the  borders 
of  what  are  now  the  counties  of  Tyrone  and  Londonderry,  west  of  Lough 
Neagh  and  partly  on  its  shores.  The  many  Devlins  now  living  in  the 
modern  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin,  an  anglicization  of  the  Irish 
Muinter  Doibhilen.  can  look  back  to  a  continued  occupation  of  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  Ulster  by  their  ancestors  for  nearly  a  thousand  years,  or  during 
approximately  thirty  generations. 

As  evidenced  by  their  surname,  the  O^Devlins  claimed  descent 
from  Devlin  (Doibhile'n),  an  Irish  noble  who,  so  far  as  available  data 
would  show,  lived  in  the  eleventh  century  A.D.  and  was  fifth  in  descent 
from  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  King  of  Ailech  (died  915).  The  Clan  Owen 
(Clann  Eoghain),  to  which  the  O^Devlins  belonged,  was  so  called  because 
of  its  members^  descent  from  Owen  (Eoghan)  (died  A.D.  465),  son  of 
Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  High-king  of  Ireland  (died  A.D.  405). 

Although  it  is  not  intended  to  attempt  a  detailed  description  of  the 
Irish  genealogical  system,  nor  to  give  more  than  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
history  of  the  clan,  the  tribe,  and  the  race  of  which  the  O^ Devlins  were 
a  small  component  part,  yet  in  order  to  write  the  history  of  the  sept 
itself  it  is  necessary  to  say  something  about  its  origins,  since  the 
existence  of  a  group  of  people  bearing  the  same  surname  and  occupying 
a  particular  tract  of  land,  carried  with  it  in  the  clan  days  certain 
implications  as  to  their  descent,  their  land  having  been  acquired  not  by 
purchase  but  by  inheritance,  after  its  original  conquest.  The  claim  of 
an  O^Devlin  to  land  was  inherent  in  his  surname,  which  attested  a  com¬ 
mon  descent,  with  the  chief  and  other  members  of  his  sept,  from  that 
ancestor  to  whom  the  territory  of  Munterevlin  had  been  originally 
allotted. 

Such  terms  as  "sept",  "clan",  "tribe",  and  "race",  are  used  in 
this  history  in  a  genealogical  and  not  a  political  sense.  During  the  clan 
days  these  units  comprised  only  the  ruling  classes  and  formed  a  small 
minority  of  the  population.  At  the  present  day,  however,  their  descend¬ 
ants  make  up  a  large  proportion  of  the  Irish  people  of  Milesian  stock, 
probable  reasons  for  their  selective  survival  being  given  in  the  third 
chapter.  The  political  unit  in  ancient  Ireland  comprised  a  community 
not  necessarily  related  by  blood; ^  as  an  instance  only  one  of  the  seven 
principal  nobles  in  Q^Neill^s  council  of  state  in  1394  was  of  Clan  Owen 
lineage. 2 
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Under  Brehon  Law  such  a  territory  as  Munterevlin  belonged  to 
and  was  ruled  by  the  sept  in  what  might  be  called  its  corporate  capacity, 
while  most  of  the  various  pieces  of  land  belonged  individually  and 
privately  to  fines  or  family  groups. 3  Some  of  the  land  was  held  in 
common  for  grazing  purposes,  or  was  "mensal"  land  of  the  ruling  chief. 
Land  was  inherited  in  three  ways;  by  children  from  a  parent;  by  gavel¬ 
kind,  when  at  the  death  of  a  member  of  a  fine  his  land  was  divided 
among  his  immediate  relatives,  including  collateral  as  well  as  direct 
heirs;  by  "heritage",  when  at  the  death  of  a  chief  his  "mensal"  land 
went  to  his  successor  in  the  chieftainship.^ 

These  features  of  Irish  law  serve  to  explain  the  vital  interest 
taken  in  the  preservation  of  genealogies  among  the  clans.  There  was, 
of  course,  the  additional  motive  of  pride  in  the  antiquity  or  distinction 
of  their  lineage,  but  practical  considerations  were  the  main  inducements 
for  the  compilation  of  such  detailed  pedigrees  and  for  the  employment 
of  professional  genealogists  whose  office  it  was  to  see  that  they  were 
kept  up  to  date.  This  profession  was  generally  hereditary,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  MacFirbis  family.  Giolla  losa  MacFirbis  compiled  the 
genealogies  in  The  Book  of  Lecan  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  his  successor,  Duald  MacFirbis,  was  occupied  with  the. 
same  sort  of  work  two  hundred  years  later. ^ 

The  founder  of  the  Clan  Owen  acquired  his  possessions  in  Ulster 
by  conquest  and  not  by  inheritance  and,  as  will  be  seen,  much  additional 
land  was  taken  by  his  descendants  in  the  same  manner.  Territory 
seized  in  this  way  was  known  as  "sword-land".  It  was  about  A.D. 429, 
the  year  when  the  Vandals  under  Genseric  invaded  Africa,  that  Owen 
established  himself  at  Ailech,®  in  the  peninsula  of  Inishowen,  but  it  will 
be  necessary  to  give  an  account  of  some  previous  events  in  order  to 
explain  his  presence  in  that  part  of  Ireland. 

Modern  historians  do  not  believe  that  the  genealogies  can  be 
relied  on,  at  least  in  detail,  before  the  time  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred 
Battles  (second  century  A.D.),  although  they  extend  several  milleniums 
beyond  him  to  Adam."^  These  stupendous  pedigrees  of  the  Irish  kings 
and  chiefs  were  the  work  of  those  professional  genealogists  of  whom  we 
have  spoken.  We  can  imagine  that  these  genealogical  specialists  must 
have  had  considerable  leisure  time  on  their  hands,  that  they  were  in  the 
pay  of  rulers  who  derived  great  satisfaction  from  lengthy  and  glorious 
pedigrees,  and  that  they  were  also  impelled  by  that  passion  for  pre¬ 
cision  and  uniformity  which  inspires  all  custodians  of  records,  and 
particularly  those  of  the  genealogical  variety.  They  frequently  held 
meetings  that  constituted  a  sort  of  genealogical  congress,  and  at  these 
gatherings  pedigrees  from  all  the  Irish  clans  were  examined  and  com¬ 
pared.  Their  minds  were  obsessed  with  kinship,  the  basic  fact  in  Irish 
life  as  they  knew  it.  It  was  possible  in  their  records  to  trace  septs  as 
the  offshoots  of  clans,  and  the  clans  had  branched  off  from  tribes,  and 
the  latter  from  still  larger  divisions.  What  a  pity  it  was  that,  in  the 
.  same  way,  they  could  not  show  that  all  the  ruling  clans  were  simply 
offshoots  of  one  great  race,  and  that  this  race  had  a  common  ancestor 
from  whom  all,  or  at  any  rate  the  most  important,  could  trace  their 
descent.  In  this  case  the  wish  seems  to  have  been  father  to  the  thought. 
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iaaiftlOi  laihr  adi  oiaigxo  oi  snoa  wal  liaiil  lo  aaiuiaal  aaadT 
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baibnuH  adi  lo  nnoO  lo  amii  adi  aiolad  Jisiab  ni  iasal  ia  ^ao  ballai 
aoiumalliin  laiavea  boaixa  yadi  d^odiia  ,(.Q.A  yiainao  bnooaa)  ^alitefl 
a;^d  daiil  adi  lo  aaai^baq  ^uobnaquia  aaadX  *  .msbA  oi  oxid  bnoyad 
aw  modw  Ip  atRi^^laaoa^  lanoiaaaloiq  aaodJ  lo  iiow  adi.aiaw  alaido  bna 
iaiioi  aisilaioaqa  laoi^oiaanas  aaadi  isdi  antsAcni  nso^aW  .nadoqa  avad 
adi  oi  a^aw  vadi  isdi  ,Ebasd  liadl  no  amii  axuaiai  aidai^ianoo  bad  avad 
eiK)iioi;Skbna  ydi^al  moil  noiioalaiisa  isai|i  baviisb  odw^aialoi  lo  yoq 
-aig  lol  ooiaasq  isdi  yd" baliaqmi  oals  aiaw  yadi  iarii  has  ^aaai^ibaq 
*  ^  bos  ,86100^1  Id  ansiboiaao  lls  aaiiqani  doiriw  yiimioliiui  bos  noialo 
biad  yiinsupeil  yadT  .ylaiisv  Isoiyilsenas  ^i  lo  aaodi  yli^ijoiiiaq 
aaadi  ia  bna  ,aBai||noo  Isoi^^iaana^  lo  iioa  a  baiiiiiicmoo  isdi  asniiaaoi  i 
>moo  bus  banlmsza  aiaw  anslo  daiil  aiU  lls  moil  aaai^baq  asnliadia^  | 
daiil  ni  iojd  oiaad  adi  .qidaxiid  diiw  baaaaado  aiaw^abnlm  iJadT  .baisq  *  \ 

as  alqaa  aosiipi  abioaai  liadi  ai  aldiaeoq  esw  ii .  Ji  wand  yadi  as  alii  '  j 
bos  ,aadiij  moil  Ho  badooaid  bad  analo  adi  bna  ,aiiafo  Id  siooriBllio  adi  j 
j  .  adi  nj  Jsdi  esw  li  yiiq  p  isdlW  .anoiaivib  layxsl  liiia  cooil  lailal  adi  ^  j 
yiqmia  aiaw  eoslo  afii^  adi  Lls  isdi  woda  ion  bluoo  yadi  ,yBW  amsa^ 
.ibiaaona  noauiioo  a  bad  aosi  aJdl  isdi  bas  »aoin  isain  ano  lO  aJooddllo 
‘  iladJ  aosii  blooo  ,ijnsnoqmi  iaom  adi  aiai  yos  is  lo  tUs  modw  moil 
.idapodi  adi  oi  ladlai  naad  avsd  oi  araaaa  daiw  adi  aasa  airil  nl  .inaoaab 
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so  that  several  centuries  before  the  Norman  Invasion  the  genealogists 
had  completed  their  fabrication  of  the  story  of  Milesius  and  of  his 
uncle  Ith,  the  respective  ancestors  of  the  Milesians  and  of  the  Ithians. 
The  three  sons  of  Milesius  (Heremon,  Heber  and  Ir)  were  supposed  to 
have  come  to  Ireland  at  a  remote  date  from  Spain,  and  to  have  been  the 
progenitors  of  the  three  great  races  of  the  so-called  Milesian  system. 
The  descendants  of  Ith,  uncle  of  Milesius,  are  also  said  to  have  accom¬ 
panied  the  three  brothers  to  Ireland.  Strictly  speaking  an  Ithian  sur¬ 
name,  like  O^Driscoll,  is  not  Milesian,  but  in  general  parlance  a 
Milesian  name  is  one  that  is  native  Irish,  being  neither  of  Danish, 
Norman,  Flemish,  Welsh,  Scottish,  English,  nor  other  foreign  extrac¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  in  this  sense  that  Milesian  is  used  in  this  history. 

Perhaps  "fabricate"  is  too  harsh  a  word  to  use  in  connection  with 
this  work  of  the  genealogists,  since  they  apparently  had  some  foundation 
for  their  system  in  the  written  records  that  Professor  Macalister 
demonstrates  must  have  existed  in  pagan  days.^  The  retention  of  the 
pagan  gods  in  the  genealogies,  even  if  deprived  of  their  divine  attributes, 
is  a  sure  indication  that  the  genealogists  had  access  to  such  records. 
Unless  these  names  had  been  integral  parts  of  very  ancient  genealogies, 
such  distasteful  reminders  of  former  pagan  claims  to  divine  descent 
would  certainly  not  have  been  inserted  during  the  Christian  Era. 

Besides  genealogies  from  pagan  days,  the  human  portions  of  which  were 
probably  more  or  less  factual,  the  genealogists  must  also  have 
possessed  records  of  migrations  in  the  "backward  and  abysm"  of  time 
that  were  perhaps  the  distorted  reflections  of  real  happenings.  These 
they  may  have  interwoven  with  such  genealogical  records  as  were 
available,  and  synchronized  the  results  with  world  events  as  given  by 
such  Latin  historians  as  Orosius,  very  much  as  we  put  order  and  logic 
in  the  often  unconnected  vagaries  of  dreams.  They  were  offered  an 
additional  incentive  in  this  effort,  since  it  was  only  by  qualifying  as 
adepts  in  fitting  stories  and  genealogies  into  a  chronological  system 
that  they  could  rise  to  the  first  rank  in  their  profession. 

The  zeal  of  the  genealogists  for  inclusion  was  as  great  as  that  of 
the  Brahmins  in  India  for  exclusion,  but  in  spite  of  their  most  earnest 
endeavors  a  considerable  number  of  the  Irish  clans,  like  the  Firbolgs 
and  the  Galians,  remained  definitely  outside  the  system.  The  Ithians 
were  supposedly  of  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  them  to  a  Milesian 
classification,  but  they  seem  to  have  been  an  especially  unmanageable 
fragment  of  foreign  substance,  so  that  the  only  way  in  which  the  geneal¬ 
ogists  could  contrive  reasonably  to  include  them  in  their  scheme  was 
through  the  founder  of  the  race,  and  they  were  forced  to  go  back 
several  thousand  years  to  make  the  connection. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Christianity  had  led  to  a  study  of  Biblical 
pedigrees,  the  Irish  genealogists  put  a  final  pinnacle  on  their  structure 
by  extending  the  descent  of  Milesius  to  Adam.  So  we  find  an  author  of 
the  last  century,  who  seems  to  have  had  an  unquestioning  faith  in  the 
authenticity  of  the  Milesian  genealogies  from  the  earliest  times,  gravely 
tracing  his  own  descent  through  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  genera¬ 
tions  of  kings,  princes  and  patriarchs  to  the  father  of  mankind  himself.^ 
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Of  the  four  supposed  Milesian  races,  the  Heremonians  were  the 
most  numerous  and  powerful.  They  were  supreme  in  Connaught,  Meath, 
Leinster,  and  in  the  greater  part  of  Ulster,  at  the  time  when  the  geneal¬ 
ogists  had  perfected  their  system.  The  genealogies  of  the  Heremonians 
unite  in  Hugony  the  Great  (Ugaine  Mor),  a  Leinster  king  who  reigned 
several  centuries  before  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  Era,  according 
to  one  account  about  B.C.  250,  the  period  of  the  First’ Punic  War. 

Through  one  of  Hugony's  sons,  Lowry,  the  Leinster  Heremonians  were 
reputed  to  have  descended,  and  the  other  son,  Coffey,  was  claimed  as 
the  ancestor  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  a  contemporary  of  the 
Antonine  Emperors  of  Rome.  There  are  some  modern  historians  who 
believe  that  there  may  have  been  some  foundation  in  fact  for  such  a 
connection  between  the  Heremonians  of  Leinster  and  the  Progeny  of 
Conn  (Siol  Cuinn).  That  the  haughty  Progeny  of  Conn  should  have 
admitted  a  remote  kinship  with  those  from  whom  for  so  many  centuries 
they  exacted  the  humiliating  Borumha  Tribute,  might  be  regarded  as 
evidence  of  its  authenticity,  as  it  appears  unlikely  that  such  a  relation¬ 
ship  would  have  been  acknowledged  unless  its  validity  had  been  regarded 
as  unquestionable. 

According  to  one  theory  the  ancestors  of  the  Progeny  of  Conn 
arrived  in  Ireland  sometime  in  the  fourth  century  B.C.  (the  age  of 
Alexander  the  Great),  landing  in  Leinster,  and  from  that  province 
embarked  on  a  career  of  conquest  which  made  them  successively 
masters  in  most  of  the  western,  central  and  northern  parts  of  the 
island.  They  are  believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  tribes  that  brought 
the  Gaelic  language  and  culture  to  Ireland.  Whatever  may  be  the  truth 
as  to  their  origin,  these  remote  forebears  of  the  Devlins  are  known  to 
have  been  tall  and  fair,  with  long  and  flowing  locks,  in  marked  contrast 
to  the  short,  dark  race,  with  cropped  hair,  whom  they  found  in  possession 
of  the  country  on  their  arrival.  Because  the  original  Gaelic  conquerors 
were  blonds,  there  existed  for  many  centuries  in  Ireland  a  prepossession 
in  favor  of  that  complexion,  as  being  supposedly  a  sign  of  aristocracy 
and  of  noble  traits,  while  there  was  a  corresponding  prejudice  against  a 
dark  complexion,  which  was  believed  to  be  indicative  of  a  low  origin  and 
base  character.! 0 

The  Heberians  had  their  stronghold  in  Munster  and  were  second 
only  to  the  Heremonians  in  numbers  and  power.  It  was  one  of  their 
kings,  Brian  Boru,  that  finally  wrested  the  high-kingship  from  the 
Progeny  of  Conn,  who  had  held  it  uninterruptedly  nearly  eight  hundred 
years. 

The  Irians,  who  at  one  time  held  sway  over  the  North,  and  success¬ 
fully  resisted  the  onslaught  of  the  other  "Four -fifths"  of  Ireland,  as 
related  in  the  epic  of  the  Tain,  were  driven  back  into  eastern  Ulster  by 
the  Three  Collas  in  the  fourth  century  A.D.,  where  they  occupied  terri¬ 
tory  which  is  now  included  in  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim.  There 
were  also  scattered  clans  of  the  Irians  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  They 
are  thought  by  some  authorities  to  have  been  of  Pictish  origin  and  the 
dominant  race  before  the  coming  of  the  Gaels.  The  last  and  least  impor¬ 
tant  of  the  ancient  races  were  the  Ithians,  who  were  confined  to  a  small 
section  of  southern  Munster. 
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8iw1T  .miilnA  bna  nwoQ  lo  a8llnaoo  Bdfai  b^al^'won  erdoJriw  yiot 
,  -  X8dT  .bitalaiX  lo  anaq  i8dto  nl  analil  sdt  lo  anaio  baiqttapa  oala  8i»w 
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That  distant  ancestor  of  the  Devlins,  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles, 

Is  believed  by  many  authorities  to  have  been  a  real  historical  character, 
who  was  the  Abraham  of  the  most  illustrious  lineage  in  ancient  Ireland, 
but  others  consider  Conn^s  reputed  grandson.  Cor  mac  mac  Art  (third 
century  A.D.),  as  the  first  unquestionably  historic  figure  in  the  geneal- 
ogies.l^  For  the  purposes  of  this  study  it  is  immaterial  which  of  the 
two  we  accept  as  our  starting  point,  since  the  clans  whose  histories 
are  here  related  did  not  branch  from  the  main  stem  until  after  Cormac^s 

time.  ( 

I 

Whichever  of  these  ancestors  we  may  choose  as  genuine,  it  would 
not  appear  necessary,  in  writing  the  story  of  a  minor  Milesian  sept,  to 
examine  at  any  length  the  question  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  geneal¬ 
ogies  that  establish  the  common  descent  of  those  tribes  that  were 
Included  in  the  Progeny jof  Conn,  nor  of  those  clans  that  formed  the 
Descendants  of  Niall  (Ui  Neill).  In  the  bibliography  attached  to  this 
volume  will  be  found  the  works  of  modern  Irish  historians  that  deal  with 
this  subject.  It  seems  sufficient  to  observe  that  if  no  common  ancestors 
of  these  tribes  and  clans  were  known,  it  would  be  necessary  to  assume 
their  existence  in  order  to  explain  such  relations  between  these  units 
as  those  arising  from  the  proportionate  payments  of  the  Borumha 
Tribute,  exacted  from  Leinster,  to  tribes  included  in  the  Progeny  of 
Conn  (i.e.  the  Descendants  of  Niall  in  Meath  and  Ulster;  the  Connachta, 
who  descended  from  Niall^s  brothers,  and  the  Clan  Colla);  the  alternating 
succession  to  the  high-kingship  for  more  than  five  hundred  years  among 
the  Descendants  of  Niall  (Northern  and  Southern,  and  among  the  former 
between  the  Clan  Owen  and  the  Clan  Conall);^^  and  the  latent  claims  of 
the  Connachta  to  this  honor,  which  finally  triumphed  in  the  person  of  a 
Connaught  king,  Turlough  Connor,  after  an  exclusion  of  his  branch  of 
the  Progeny  of  Conn  from  the  high-kingship  for  nearly  seven  centuries. 

If  the  genealogies  from  the  reign  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles, 
or  at  least  from  that  of  Cormac  mac  Art,  are  believed  to  be  generally 
correct,  they  are  at  times  defective  and  even  contain  spurious  interpo- 
lations^^  such  as  those  that  were  made  in  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey  to 
supply  an  ancestor  from  the  train  of  William  the  Conqueror  for  the 
parvenus  of  mediaeval  England.!^  Such  interpolations  in  the  Milesian 
genealogies  are,  however,  usually  easy  to  detect,  since  they  have  gen¬ 
erally  been  inserted  in  fairly  recent  times  for  the  benefit  of  Gaelic¬ 
speaking  Scottish  clans.  The  genealogies  are  an  indispensable  guide 
for  the  study  of  Irish  clan  history,  but  they  frequently  need  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  an  expert.  Fortunately  the  author  has  been  well  supplied  i 
with  such  assistance. 

The  particular  pedigree  of  Devlin,  the  eponymous  ancestor,  •; 

happens  to  be  one  of  the  ^easiest  to  trace  and  the  least  subject  to  doubt 
among  the  Milesian  genealogies,  because  his  lineage  through  the  Kings 
of  Ailech  is  attested  not  only  by  an  unbroken  line  of  descent,  but  numer¬ 
ous  references  are  made  to  all  his  royal  progenitors  by  the  Irish 
annalists.  Moreover  his  branch  leaves  the  main  stem  at  a  comparatively  ; 
late  date,  the  tenth  century,  and  all  succeeding  generations  down  to 
Devlin  are  recorded  and  vouched  for,  among  other  authorities,  by  one  of 
the  Four  Masters,  who  assisted  in  the  compilation  of  the  famous  annals 
of  that  name,  and  was  an  Ulsterman  and  an  authority  on  Ulster  genealogies. 
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According  to  the  Irish  annals,  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  and 
his  successors  for  four  generations,  reigned  at  Tara  in  Meath,  which 
seems  to  have  been  a  recent  acquisition  since  the  homeland  of  their 
dynasty  was  in  Connaught,  where  the  earliest  ancestors  of  the  Devlins 
concerning  whom  we  have  any  certain  knowledge  had  lived  for  uncounted 
centuries.  It  was  in  the  fifth  generation  that  some  of  Conn^s  descend¬ 
ants  established  the  Clan  Colla  in  Ulster,  and  not  until  the  ninth  genera¬ 
tion  from  Conn,  about  a  century  after  the  invasion  of  Ulster  by  the 
Collas,  that  the  second  branch  of  Conn's  descendants,  represented  by 
three  sons  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  entered  that  province.  Carbery 
the  Liffey -lover  (so-called  from  some  connection  with  the  Liffey  River 
on  which  Dublin  now  stands)  Conn's  great-grandson  and  a  contemporary 
of  the  Roman  Emperor  Aurelian,  was  the  common  ancestor  of  these 
kindred  tribes.  Although  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  broad 
outlines  of  these  migrations  to  the  north  are  correct,  as  narrated  by 
the  annalists,  no  guarantee  can  be  given  as  to  even  the  approximate 
exactitude  of  the  romantic  story  of  the  Three  Collas.  This  tale  is 
rather  of  interest  for  the  picture  that  it  gives  of  early  Irish  life,  and 
for  the  insight  that  it  affords  into  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  that 
age,  than  for  any  claims  that  it  may  have  to  literal  truth.  This  period 
of  Irish  history  remains  in  a  sort  of  twilight.  That  we  are  dealing  with 
historical  characters  the  general  agreement  of  the  annalists  attests 
and,  in  fact,  such  discrepancies  as  occur  in  their  relations  of  events 
would  tend  to  show  that  they  had  derived  their  information  from  inde¬ 
pendent  sources.  The  genealogies  dating  from  this  time  are  believed 
to  be  authentic  because  for  practical  purposes  connected  with  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  tribute  and  the  ownership  of  land,  they  were  periodically 
scrutinized  and  verified,  but  no  such  check  was  imposed  on  the  stories 
that  might  be  told  about  the  kings  and  princes  of  that  era.  The  high- 
kings  of  the  preceding  century  figure  in  the  cycle  of  Fenian  sagas, 
which  resemble  the  stories  about  Charlemagne  and  his  paladins,  and 
this  tendency  to  embroider  the  prosaic  facts  of  history  seems  to  have 
prevailed  for  the  Collas'  era  in  the  fourth  century. 

The  story  starts  in  pagan  times.  In  The  Annals  of  the  Four 
Masters  for  the  year  A.  D.  276,  the  ninth  of  the  reign  of  Carbery  the 
Liffey-lover,  the  only  event  recorded  is  the  killing  of  Angus  of  the 
Dread  Spear  by  the  two  sons  of  the  high-king,  Fiacha  and  Eochaidh 
(pronounced  Yohee).  In  The  Annals  of  Clonmacnoise  it  is  said  that  this 
was  an  act  of  revenge  on  this  "valiant  champion,  nephew  of  the  King  of 
Leinster",  for  "killing  2  base  sons  of  K.  Cor  mack  and  puting  his  eye 
out."  (The  spelling  is  that  of  the  annals  as  it  appears  in  MacGeoghegan's 
translation  of  1627).  The  king  to  whom  reference  is  made  was  Cor  mac 
mac  Art,  father  of  Carbery  the  Liffey-lover,  who  resigned  the  throne 
to  his  son  after  losing  his  eye,  because  the  ancient  Irish  custom  did  not 
permit  a  monarch  with  such  a  blemish  to  rule,  on  account  of  a  pagan 
religious  taboo.  Cor  mac  mac”  Art  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  enlightened  kings  that  ever  reigned  in  Tara,  but  he  seems  to 
have  furnished  his  descendants  with  an  abundance  of  exertion  to  avenge 
the  Injuries  inflicted  on  him.  As  we  shall  see  later,  some  of  the  results 
of  this  vengeance  were  extremely  profitable  in  themselves,  altogether 
apart  from  the  satisfaction  derived  by  members  of  his  family  from  the 
vindication  of  their  ancestor's  honor. 15 
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The  princes  who  avenged  their  grandfather^s  injury  were  the 
respective  progenitors  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Progeny  of  Conn  in 
Ulster.  From  Fiacha,  a  contemporary  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Diocle¬ 
tian,  were  descended  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  his  son  Owen,  founder 
of  the  Clan  Owen,  and  eventually  the  O^Devlins  and  the  O’Neills. 

Eochaidh  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Clan  Colla,  or  Airghialla,  which 
included  among  other  septs  the  Maguires,  of  whom  we  shall  hear  more 
in  the  course  of  this  history. 

Eochaidh  is  said  by  some  historians  to  have  been  the  elder  son  of 
Carbery  the  Liffey-lover,  although  this  statement  is  questioned  by 
others.^^  However  this  may  have  been,  it  was  his  brother  Fiacha  who 
was  elected  High-king  of  Ireland  while,  as  The  Book  of  Leinster  states: 
‘’Eochaidh  received  no  portion  of  Ireland  for  himself.”  Even  if  Fiacha 
was  the  younger  brother,  he  might  very  well  have  been  chosen  king  in 
preference  to  Eochaidh,  since  kings  were  elected  in  Ireland  from  among 
the  close  relatives  of  a  deceased  monarch,  collateral  as  well  as  direct, 
extending  to,  but  not  beyond,  the  generation  of  great-grandchildren. 

The  Law  of  Primogeniture  was  unknown  in  Ireland  until  introduced  by 
the  Normans  in  the  twelfth  century.  The  Irish  custom  may  have  had  a 
tendency  to  advance  the  most  capable  member  of  a  family  to  the  throne, 
but  it  had  the  disadvantage  of  producing  endless  wars  of  succession. 
Ancient  Irish  history  is  full  of  the  rebellions  of  ambitious  princes,  to 
whom  the  title  rigdomna  (king  material)  was  applied,  if  they  were  com¬ 
prised  within  the  requisite  degrees  of  kinship  to  make  them  eligible  for 
election  to  the  throne.^ ^ 

As  so  often  happened  in  those  days  Eochaidh’ s  sons,  known  as  the 
Three  Collas,  rebelled  against  their  uncle  the  high-king.  In  The  Life  of 
St.  Molasius  it  is  said  that  the  Collas  were  in  command  of  a  portion  of 
Fiacha’ s  troops  when  they  received  word  that  their  cousin  Muireadach, 
the  high-king’s  son,  was  returning  from  a  victorious  campaign  with  the 
"pledges"  of  the  King  of  Munster.  They  said  to  each  other:  "What  shall 
we  do?  Fiacha  has  the  kingdom  actually  and  the  general  say  ’tis  his 
son  shall  be  king  after  him.  Here  is  the  best  of  our  play.  Before 
Muireadach  arrives  let  us  give  this  old  king  battle." 

It  is  recorded  in  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  that,  before  the 
battle  in  which  he  lost  his  life,  Fiacha  was  told  by  a  druid  that  he  had 
one  of  two  choices,  either  to  win  the  battle,  in  which  case  he  would 
retain  the  monarchy  for  his  own  lifetime,  but  the  heirs  of  the  Collas 
would  hold  it  in  future  ages,  or  to  lose  the  battle  and  his  life  and  secure 
the  high-kingship  for  his  descendants.  Fiacha  is  said  to  have  chosen 
death  for  himself  and  the  monarchy  for  his  posterity,  so  he  "cast  him¬ 
self  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and  found  the  death  he  desired."! 8 
This  story  may  very  well  have  originated  long  after  the  event,  but  it  is 
a  fact  that,  while  the  Clan  Colla  remained  provincial  kings  in  Ulster, 
the  high-kingship  was  retained  by  the  offspring  of  Fiacha  for  nearly 
nine  hundred  years,  and  it  was  one  of  his  descendants,  Rory  O’Connor, 
who  was  High-king  of  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Invasion  in  the 
twelfth  century.  Even  as  late  as  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries, 
the  last  great  native  leaders,  Shane  O’Neill,  Hugh  O’Neill  (Earl  of 
Tyrone),  Red  Hugh  O’Donnell,  Rory  O’Donnell  (Earl  of  Tyrconnell),  Sir 
Phelim  O’Neill  and  Owen  Roe  O’Neill,  were  members  of  Fiacha’s  race. 


ad}  aiaw  yTutRi  a'lartialbfiiMj)  liadJ  i>a9fYav£  odw  aaoniiq  ‘sdT 
ill  RJioO  \o  vna^cvi^  aiil  )o  aadocu'id  owl  sdl  lo  8ioiino;|o^  avlloaqaai 
-alooKI  lo'isqcia  OiCmoH  aril  lo  ^£ioqmalnoD  s  moi'i  .lalani 

labnt/ot  ,nawO  noa  slil  anill  sd)  lo  lisIM  babnsdaab  aiaw  ^atl 

.ailiaVl'O  adl  brut  anilvaCV)  adl  y/Jaulaava  bns  .nawO  nfiiD  adi  lo 
doldw  ,&JIjsid9ilA  TO  «slU>D  fuID  aril  lo  Tolasoos  adl  saw  dblfdooS 
aToor'Tead  liadc^'aw  modw  lo  «aaiius^M  adl  aiqaa  laiilu  ^omc  baboloal 

^rrolald  aidi  lo  oaiuoo  adl  ol 

r  SSI 

k>  not  labia  adl  naad  evsd  ol  anthtolald  amot  yd  bits  at  dbii:doo3  ^ 

yd  bandllaaop  al  Inamaltlt  e)dl  d^dHt  iTavoi-yalli  j  ad)  ipadito' 
odw  tdot)3  TadiOTd  aid  tjsw^ii  ^aad  avad  yam  aJrfi  lavawoH  ^^.aiadlo 
.‘saltis  laianiaJ  lo  aioog  oriT  at  ,alidw  bnaiail  lo  ijOid-dslK  baloala  atw 
tdatl3  ii  /iav2l  •  iJaainiri  lol  bfl&iail  lo  noliioq  on  baaiaoai  dbiadooS** 
ol  ^nit  fiaaodo  naad  avjbl  Haw  yiav  idjim  ad  ,iadlDid  aa^i^y  adl  asw 
flomt  motl  hr.tirxl  nl  baloata  aaaw  aigniij  aooia  ,dbititoo3  ol  aonaiaVaiq 
(loaub  et  Haw  at  Uialidioo  .rlOTsnpiiL  baata^ab  s  lo  aavlitiat  aaolo  adl 
^aiblidobfUiTf*tMit  lo  nolltiana^  adl  ,biioyatf  ion  lod  ,ol  snibnalxa 
yd  baouboimi  itinn  bnciail  ni  nwoniho  atw  aTulina;)oaiii<i  lo  W£j  adT 
t  bfid  avitd  yfim  molai/o  riahl  adT  .yiiiinao  ditlawi  adl  nl  antmioH  adl 
anoidl  adJ  oi  yflmtl  t  lo  TaoUnam  aldtqt':)  laora  adl  aofltvbfi  oryonabaal 
jioiaaaoaoe  lo  aiew  eealbna  sniotrboiq  lo  a^iotabteJb  adl  btd  II  lud 
ol  ^aaoniiq  avoJSidaiB  lo  dnoiiladai  adl  lo  lliil  al  yioiald  dalil  InaJonA 
-moo  aiaw  yadi  li  ^^allqqi;  ajsw  (itlialtm  ^nid)  tnmobaji  allil  adl  modw 
lol  aJdl^ia  madl  adtm  ol  qldanid  lo  aaaitab  aliaUrpai  adl  nidllw  baaiiq 

anoidl  adl  ol  cioiloalo 


i 


idl  at  nwont  ,8ao8  a^dbltdoo2  aytb  aaodi  ni  baneqqtd  nallo  ct  aA  ^ 

0  allJ  arfT  rj  .|||i]t-d;2]ld  adl  alomr  iladl'  lenJsjt  bailadai  .atIloO  aaidT 
lo  floilioq  1  lo  bnttDi&oo  ni  aiaw  atdoO  aril'ltdl  blta  aJ  II  ai/iafiloM  ,18 
^ofibisaiioM  oiauoo  liadl  ltdl  biow  bavlaofi  yadI  nadw  aqooiT?£dD2Fl 
adl  diiw  flsisqmto  auoiioJo/v  t  moil  yiJmt/ioi  atw  ,fl08  a'Mlpl-d^d  adl 
adt  itdW^’  nadJo  data  ol  bita  yadT  .lalanuM  lo  gnlX  odl  ro  ’’aagbalq" 
a/d  all'  ytt  Itianat  adl  bnt  yllcuiot  raob^t  adl  tad  ado&l’i  Yob  aw 
aiolsB  .ytiq  luo  lo  laad  ad)  al  aiaH  ,xnld  lallt  told  ad  iltda  not 
".alJIfid  bio  aidi  aWs  an  lal  aaviiit  dotbc^iJuM 


WAtIK^ 


'J  ^ 


til 


adl  aiolad  ^Itdl  ti 


o3  adl  Ip  alynA  adT  ni  babiooai  ^  Up  ‘ 
i  atw  Alio  til  ,slil  aid  laoi  ad  doldw  nl  allltd 


« 


bad  ad  ltdl  bioib  s  y 

bloow  ad  aaco^doldw  nl  ,aill£d  adl  niw  ol  ladlla  .aaoiodo  owl  lo  f 

ttUoO  adl  lo  ETiad  adl  Ind  ,amiJalii  nwo  aid  lol  ydoitaom  adl  altlaiT  ^ 
inoaa  baa  alii  aid  bnc  ollltd  odi  aaol  ol  lo  «aat£«9inlul  ni  II  blod  bliKiw  ^ 
flaaodo  avtd  ol  bisa  ti  tdotIT  .alfitbnaoe|^  aid  lol  qidatnli-i^^  adl  ^ 
-mid  lato"  ad  ot  <ylh:altoq  Bid  lol  ydoitnooi  adl  bnt  liaamid  lol  dItab 
8t'’,b9iitab  ad.ditab  adl  bonol  bnt  Iritil  adl  lo  laaioidi  adl  oinl  liaa 
ai  it  Hfd  ,laava  adl  lallt  tnoi  baitnitiio  avnd  llaw  yiav  y&m  yiola  eldT 
tiaialU  ai  atnit  Itlonivoiq  bMitmsi  tiioO  ntiO  adl  aiidw  ,lni^  loti  t 
yiitan  lol  tilotJT^lo  tnnqsBio  ad)  yd  ba/iitiai  atw  q/rlayrid-dtid  adl 
.lonncD'O  yioH  «&lntbnaoaab  aid  lo  ano  &iw  II  bnt  ,aitay  bailed  anlii 
adl  di  noi8fivnl  ntmioM  adl  lo  amll  adl  It  bntlail  lo  yxid-dtiH  ttw  odw 
‘inulnao  dinaamavae  hnt  dut^^ixia  adl  at  alti  at  nava  •yinlnao  dlUawl 
Iq  iitS)  IflaK'O  d^uH  «iiial4'0  antdS  ^eiabtaj  eviiua  itaiii  latl  adl 
ii2  (tiiiidffooiyT  lo  lita)  ilannoC'O  yioH  JlannoC'O  dtnH  boH  JanoiyT 
aoti  a'iibtja  lo  aiadmam  aiaw  ^iiaM'O  aoH  nawO  bnt  II/aK'O  aiii9d<il 


M 


15 


■i. 


After  their  uncle^s  death,  the  eldest  of  the  Collas  seized  the 
throne,  but  only  reigned  four  years  when  he  was  dethroned  by  Muirea- 
dach,  Fiacha^s  son,  and  with  his  brothers  and  their  followers  driven 
Into  exile.  The  Three  Collas  took  refuge  in  Scotland,  of  which  country 
their  mother  was  a  native.  The  story  tells  of  the  Collas^  belief  that 
they  had  incurred  a  curse  for  themselves  and  for  their  posterity  as  a 
result  of  their  uncle^s  death,  and  that  the  only  way  to  remove  this  curse 
would  be  by  contriving  to  have  themselves  killed  by  their  cousin  the 
high-king,  in  which  case  the  monarchy  would  again  revert  to  the  suc¬ 
cession  of  their  children.  Whatever  may  be  the  truth  of  this  tale,  the 
sentiments  that  it  expresses  are  characteristic  of  the  ancient  Irish 
system  of  geasa  or  taboos,  in  pagan  times.  The  murder  of  a  close 
relative  entailed  a  curse  producing  disaster  for  the  murderer  and  his 
family. 

The  Collas  resolved  on  a  return  to  Ireland  and  appeared  at  their 
cousin's  court.  Muireadach  questioned  them:  "Have  you  brought  me 
any  news,  my  cousins?"  "We  have  no  sadder  news  to  tell,"  they 
replied,  "than  the  deed  which  we  ourselves  have  done,  namely,  the  kill¬ 
ing  of  thy  father  by  our  hands."  "That  is  news  we  have  already  known," 
said  the  king,  "but  it  is  of  no  consequence  to  you  now,  for  no  vengeance 
shall  be  wreaked  upon  you  therefor,  except  that  the  misfortune  which 
has  already  pursued  you,  shall  not  leave  you."  "This  is  the  reply  of  a 
coward,"  said  the  Collas.  "Be  not  sorry  for  it,"  replied  the  king,  "you 
are  welcome. "19 

So,  in  spite  of  their  rebellion,  the  death  of  their  uncle,  and  their 
efforts  in  goading  their  cousin  to  avenge  his  father's  death  by  killing 
them,  Muireadach  treated  the  Collas  well  and  gave  them  positions  of 
honor.  After  remaining  for  a  time  at  the  court  of  the  high-king,  the 
Collas  finally  told  their  cousin  that,  although  they  were  at  peace  with 
him,  after  their  deaths  their  children  and  his  would  probably  be  engaged 
in  wars  of  succession.  They  therefore  proposed  that,  with  his  assis¬ 
tance,  they  should  gain  a  "sword-land"  for  themselves.  The  high-king 
approved  of  this  project,  and  it  was  decided  to  attack  the  Irian  King  of 
Emania,  in  Ulster,  because  there  had  been  bad  blood  between  the 
Progeny  of  Conn  and  the  Irians  ever  since  the  time  of  the  Collas'  great¬ 
grandfather,  Cormac  mac  Art,  to  whom  the  Irians  had  offered  the 
unforgivable  affront  of  setting  fire  to  his  beard  at  a  banquet,  probably 
taking  advantage  of  the  monarch's  unguarded  condition  after  a  carousal 
during  which  the  ale  had  been  circulating  freely.  Cormac' s  descend¬ 
ants  had  neither  forgotten  nor  forgiven  this  insult,  consequently  the 
Three  Collas,  assisted  by  their  cousin  and  by  their  relatives  in  Con¬ 
naught,  attacked  the  Irian  king,  killed  him  in  battle  and  routed  his  army, 
burned  the  famous  palace  of  Emania,  headquarters  of  the  Red  Branch 
warriors,  and  having  driven  the  Irians  back  into  eastern  Ulster,  estab¬ 
lished  the  Clan  Colla  kingdom  of  Oriel  in  former  Irian  territory.  These 
events  occurred  in  the  year  A.D.  331,  at  which  time  Constantine  the 
Great  was  Roman  Emperor. 

The  posterity  of  the  "battle -valiant"  Collas  formed  the  Clan  Colla. 
In  recognition  of  kinship,  The  Book  of  Rights  (p.  143)  states  that  the 
Clan  Colla  king  sat  by  the  side  of  the  High-king  of  Ireland,  as  customary 
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at  the  length  of  hand  and  sword,  and  received  from  that  monarch's  cup¬ 
bearer  a  specified  number  of  ale-horns.  The  Clan  Colla  kings  also 
received  their  proportion  of  the  Borumha  Tribute,  paid  to  Conn's  race 
by  the  Kings  of  Leinster.  This  tribute  was  said  to  have  been  first 
imposed  by  Tuathal  Teachtmar,  a  king  of  the  first  century  A.D.,  grand¬ 
father  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles.  It  caused  centuries  of  warfare 
between  Conn's  descendants  and  "Leinster  of  the  Tribute".  Regular 
attempts  to  collect  it  were  made  until  the  end  of  the  seventh  century, 
when  it  was  temporarily  remitted  as  a  result  of  St.  Moling's  solicita¬ 
tions.  After  that  time  sporadic  efforts  were  made  to  levy  this  toll  until 
the  eleventh  century,  when  Brian  Boru  claimed  the  tribute,  apparently 
for  the  last  time,  nearly  a  thousand  years  after  its  first  imposition.20 

Dr.  Douglas  Hyde  says:  "So  powerful  did  the  idea  of  race  connec¬ 
tion  remain  that  we  find  one  of  the  bards  as  late  as  the  sixteenth  century 
urging  a  political  combination  between  the  descendants  of  the  Three 
Collas  who  had  burned  E  mania  twelve  hundred  years  before  and  who 
were  then  represented  by  the  Maguires  of  Fermanagh,  the  MacMahons 
of  Oriel,  and  the  far  off  O'Kellys  of  Hy  Many. "21  If  racial  attachments 
were  powerful,  so  were  racial  hatreds.  Professor  Curtis  says:  "So 
tenacious  was  the  Irish  tradition  that  still  most  of  the  Gaelic  stock  lived 
in  the  thought  of  five  centuries  gone.  Till  Elizabeth's  reign  their  chiefs  ‘ 
fought  over  quarrels  older  than  the  Conquest. "22  Dr.  Hyde  points  out 
that  as  late  as  1260,  the  date  of  the  Battle  of  Downpatrick,  the  Irians 
would  not  join  the  Clan  Colla  in  resisting  the  Norman  invaders,  but  held  - 
sullenly  aloof,  giving  no  assistance  against  the  foreigners,  on  account  of 
the  burning  of  E mania  and  the  expulsion  from  their  capital  in  the  fourth 
century.  There  were  undoubtedly  more  recent  matters  of  dispute  that 
served  to  keep  this  vendetta  alive,  but  its  remote  origins  may  perhaps 
be  found  even  before  the  age  of  the  Three  Collas  in  the  wars  of  the  Tain  j 
during  the  first  century  B.C.,  when  the  Irians  of  Ulster  were  arrayed  | 
against  the  other  "Four-fifths"  of  Ireland.  j 

Although  the  descendants  of  Fiacha  and  of  Eochaidh,  as  in  the  case  : 
of  the  o' Devlins  and  the  Maguires,  engaged  in  intermittent  hostilities  1 
during  many  centuries,  they  seem,  nevertheless,  to  have  remained  con-  ; 
scious  of  their  remote  affinity  until  the  end  of  the  clan  system.  They  | 

often  combined  for  resistance  against  outside  aggression  and,  as  will  be  j 
seen  later,  septs  of  the  Clan  Colla  are  found  in  permanent  alliance  with  ; 
those  of  the  Clan  Owen  and  of  the  Clan  Conall.  | 

In  dealing  with  the  antecedents  of  the  Devlins  we  now  pass  from  | 

the  dawn  era  of  Irish  history,  in  which  allowance  must  be  made  for  j 

probable  exaggerations,  distortions,  and  omissions,  to  a  period  in  which  \ 
we  find  the  Irish  annals  astonishingly  and  minutely  accurate.  One  of  the  ^ 
best  proofs  of  their  veracity  is  found  in  the  exactitude  with  which  they 
record  such  natural  phenomena  as  comets  and  eclipses.  Between  the 
fifth  and  ninth  centuries  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  for  example,  give  eighteen 
Instances  of  such  occurrences.  Modern  science  enables  us  to  reckon 
backwards  from  the  present  day  in  order  to  determine  the  time  when 
such  phenomena  must  have  been  visible.  As  a  result  of  these  investiga¬ 
tions  we  learn  that  The  Annals  of  Ulster  are  correct  not  only  as  to  the 
day  of  these  occurrences,  but  even  as  to  the  hour.  If  the  annalists  are 
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so  reliable  from  the  fifth  century  onwards,  about  matters  of  which  we 
have  a  precise  check  as  to  their  veracity,  it  would  appear  that  we  are 
also  entitled  to  place  confidence  in  those  of  their  statements  concerning 
which  we  have  no  external  means  of  verification.23  This  does^  not  mean 
that  from  the  fifth  century  the  annals  are  free  from  errors.  In  fact  the 
annalists  at  times  admit  their  uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  dates  of  the 
events  that  they  record,  but  from  about  A.D.  400  their  narrative  is,  in 
general,  a  factual  and  prosaic  account  of  events  noted  year  by  year. 

For  nearly  a  century  after  the  establishment  of  the  Clan  Colla  in 
Ulster,  the  descendants  of  Fiacha  continued  to  reign  as  Kings  of  Tara 
in  Meath,  and  as  High-kings  of  Ireland.  The  latter  was  a  title  somewhat 
resembling  that  of  Holy  Roman  Emperor  in  that,  while  embodying  tradi¬ 
tions  of  honor  and  of  formal  precedence,  it  did  not  of  itself  imply  actual 
jurisdiction  in  the  territories  of  the  provincial  kings,  whom  we  fre¬ 
quently  find  engaged  in  successful  warfare  with  their  titular  superiors. 
But  under  great  monarchs  like  Cormac  mac  Art,  Niall  of  the  Nine 
Hostages  or  Murkertac  mac  Erca,  the  high-kingship  attained  real  power 
and  Tara  was  at  the  acme  of  its  splendor.  It  was  Cormac  mac  Art  that 
built  the  vast  banqueting  hall,  capable  of  accommodating  a  thousand 
guests,  whose  outline  can  still  be  traced  on  the  hill  of  Tara.  Its  dimen¬ 
sions,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  by  ninety  feet,  are  said  by  Padraic 
Colum,  in  his  Cross  Roads  in  Ireland  (p.  20),  to  be  greater  than  those 
of  any  building  now  standing  in  Ireland.  When  the  periodical  gatherings 
of  the  provincial  kings  were  held  in  this  colossal  hall,  with  all  the 
dazzling  effect  produced  by  rich  garments  and  sparkling  jewels,  life  at 
Tara  must  have  been  colorful  and  inspiring  beyond  anything  experienced 
in  Ireland  before  or  since  that  time. 

The  great-grandson  of  Fiacha  was  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages 
(379-405  A.D.),  so-called  because  of  the  number  of  kingdoms  from 
which  he  exacted  those  securities  of  submission  and  good  conduct. 
Niall's  valor  and  his  blond  complexion  (deep  blue  eyes  and  primrose- 
yellow  hair)  were  both  praised  as  characteristic  traits  of  his  race.  He 
is  said  to  have  extended  his  military  expeditions  to  Britain,  and  even  to 
Gaul,  where  he  may  have  fought  against  the  Romans,  whose  empire  was 
at  that  time  in  the  throes  of  dissolution.  It  was  shortly  after  Niall^s 
death  that  the  Emperor  Honorius,  hard  pressed  by  the  barbarians,  and 
forced  by  them  to  move  his  seat  of  government  from  Rome  to  Ravenna, 
was  finally  compelled  to  withdraw  his  legions  from  Britain,  which  he 
left  to  its  fate  at  the  hands  of  Saxon  invaders. 

Under  Niall* s  strong  rule  the  Tara  dynasty  had  so  increased  its 
power  that  its  members  were  established  as  provincial  kings  in  other 
parts  of  Ireland.  At  the  time  of  Niall* s  death  his  brothers  Brion  and 
Fiachra  (ancestors  of  the  Connachta),  reigned  in  Connaught,  the  original 
hom^of  their  race,  and  later,  about  A.D.  429,  his  sons  (Owen,  Conall 
and  Enna)  penetrated  into  northwestern  Ulster,  where  they  founded  the 
kingdom  of  Ailech.24  St.  Patrick  was  then  preaching  the  gospel  in 
Ireland  and  Attila  was  extending  his  conquests  on  the  Continent. 

The  annalists  do  not  give  the  same  detailed  or  romantic  account 
concerning  the  acquisition  of  this  "sword-land"  by  Niall* s  sons  as  they 
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do  of  the  conquest  of  E mania  by  the  other  branch  of  Conn^s  descendants. 
Perhaps  the  reason  for  this  distinction  may  have  been  that  E  mania  was 
so  famous,  both  historically  and  culturally,  that  its  fall  was  a  dramatic 
event  of  the  first  importance,  while  the  occupation  of  a  tract  of  land  so 
remote  from  the  centers  of  Irish  civilization  as  was  the  territory  com¬ 
prised  in  the  present  county  of  Donegal  during  those  times,  was  not 
likely  to  impress  the  imagination  to  the  same  extent.  We  do  not  even 
know,  concerning  this  section  of  Ulster,  whether  it  had  been  formerly 
a  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  E mania,  since  its  inhabitants  are  believed  to 
have  been  mainly  of  Firbolg,  not  Irian,  descent.  It  was  easy  to  reach 
by  the  coast  route  from  Connaught,  where  the  uncles  of  the  conquerors 
were  already  established,  and  had  probably  not  yet  been  occupied  in 
force  by  the  Clan  Colla,  whose  headquarters  lay  far  to  the  southeast. 

We  may  obtain  an  idea  of  what  such  an  invasion  as  that  of  Owen 
and  his  brothers  into  northwestern  Ulster  was  like,  and  of  the  reasons 
for  making  it,  from  an  account  of  a  nearly  contemporary  trek  made  by 
a  body  of  the  Clan  Colla  into  southern  Connaught,  In  The  Life  of  St. 
Grellan25  u  is  stated  that  the  leaders  of  this  expedition  reasoned; 
"Numerous  are  our  heroes  and  great  is  our  population,  our  tribe  having 
multiplied,  and  we  cannot  find  room  in  any  one  province  without  quarrel¬ 
ing  among  ourselves,  for  nobles  cannot  well  bear  to  be  confined.  Let 
us  see  which  province  of  Banba26  is  the  thinnest  of  population  and  in 
which  most  Firbolgs  remain  and  let  us  narrow  it  on  them."  Since  the 
Firbolgs  were  not  Milesians  they  were  regarded  as  fair  game  by  these 
freebooters.  Having  selected  what  is  now  the  county  of  Galway27  as 
their  goal,  "these  fine  hosts  suddenly  and  heroically  proceeded  in  well 
arranged  battalions  with  their  flocks  and  herds"  into  Connaught. 

Although  in  the  passage  quoted  overpopulation  is  spoken  of  in 
fifth-century  Ireland,  this  seems  to  have  been  merely  a  case  of  too 
great  a  concentration  of  restless  spirits  in  the  same  area.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  proposal  is  to  "narrow"  the  territory  of  the  Firbolgs, 
but  not  to  drive  them  out,  much  less  to  exterminate  them.  There  must 
have  been  a  considerable  area  of  sparsely  populated  land  in  those  days 
that  was  suitable  for  grazing.  Wars  for  its  possession  probably 
resembled  those  between  the  "cattle  barons"  of  the  American  West  and 
the  settlers  who  had  been  on  the  open  range  before  the  coming  of  the 
large  ranchers.  Even  as  late  as  A.D,  900,  nearly  five  hundred  years 
after  its  conquest,  the  Clan  Owen  and  the  Clan  Conall  occupied  no  more 
than  a  portion  of  the  kingdom  of  Ailech.  Within  its  boundaries  there 
were  eight  free  states,  whose  kings  were  descendants  of  Niall  of  the 
Nine  Hostages,  but  there  were  at  that  time  also  nine  tributary  states, 
enjoying  a  very  considerable  autonomy,  whose  kings  were  not  of  the 
same  stock,  most  of  them  being  of  Clan  Colla  lineage.  Since  the  Clan 
Colla  kings  were  kinsmen  of  the  conquerors,  they  were  treated  with 
more  consideration  than  that  accorded  to  the  Firbolgs  in  Donegal.28 

Owen,  the  eponymous  ancestor  of  the  clan  that  bore  his  name, 
established  his  capital  at  Ailech,  in  the  peninsula  of  Inishowen,  where 
Its  ruins  can  still  be  seen  about  five  miles  northwest  of  the  city  of 
Londonderry.  The  title.  King  of  Ailech,  assumed  by  Owen^s  descendants, 
was  undoubtedly  selected  because  of  the  prestige  attached  to  this  seat 
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.elRfibntosdb  e  aaoO  lo  donsTd  tsdio  tMli  yd  Linuu^  )o  issupaoo  sdl  )o  ob 
p.£v  £in£inS  isdl  y^oi  /lolionitoib  Eidi  lol  noasd^  sdi  eqeiIi^Q 

9l26miib  JB  a£Wilisl  e2I  }<idl%Ylimu2iu9  ban  Yii£Oiio2aiif  d^od  .zuomAoe 
on  bfiAl  !o  13A1I  Si  lo  noliscfuoMs  ^di  slidw  .snnftHoqml  Jatll  edl  lo  bievo 
•moo  yiotfiisi  »d}  B£W  e£  noJ^luH^fi^  dEhtl  lo  aioHioo  9dl  oioil  olocast 
lQn«L£w  ^Bodl  Itjianoa  lo  ytnipdO  insaotq  edi  nl  boeiiq 

IT9W  Ion  ob  oW  :in^9  saijca  wtl  ol  dill  aaotc^ml  ol  yisjBl 

yliBiniol  nood  bjul  Si  isdSsdw  ,i»SklU  fo  noDosa  aliiJ  :90ini«onoo  ,woAd  {'m 
oi  b9V9il9d  9ie  aiofilidfiilni  ali  sooia  ,&lxifiai3  lo  mobgrilll  odl  lo  lisq  s 
dO£9i  ol  yaas  ssw'SI  .2n9oe«b  ,a£iil  mn  ,|lod*rl^  lo  yinifim  nssd  evfid 
cioi9iipnor>  9di  lo  aaloou  drii  siadv  tSd^i/bOfrcO  moil  oiuoi  lEfioo^ddl  yd  ' . 
al  bojqiiooo  asdd  Joy  Ion  yldadoiq  bsd  bas  ^odeHdfilao  ybasiU  9is^^‘ 
.i&£9dliios  Mil  ol  i£l  yjd^  ei9ii£upbii9d  90odw  ^llo3  niiO  «dl  yd  oofol 

mm  *' 

nswO  lo  )£di  ub  noiBaval  na  dooa  mdw  lo  aobi  na  nijUdo  yam  oW 
2/10CX91  9di  lo  bug  ,odil  3fiw  loleltl  nislaowdlion  olxU  ai^dloid  aid  boa 
yd  ob&m  iail  yiaioqmoinoo  yiiftoif  fi  lo  louooot  nc  moil  ,Si  lol 

>16  lo  9liJ  9dT  fil  .lrl^£iuibD  aisdltioa  oini  gPibO  agiO  ddl  lo  ybpd  fi 
dl9noaji«i  nolUboqxd  aldl  lo  siabsoi  9dl  larii  boisla  ai  ii  ^^fillsiO 
Sflivfid  9dill  loo  ,aoilali}fK>q  itio  al  laoi^  bag  asoisd  loo  9rri  ^uoismuM** 
-loii&up  Itiodlhr  aoAivoiq  ooo  yn£  ni  mooi  bnil  lonaao  aw  bos  ^bailqUIom 
iaJ  .banllnno  ad  ol  i^ad  Haw  lonnao  aatdon  lol  ^aavlaaiuo  snoma  ^itl 
al  bag  notieluqoq  lo  laaniiidl  adl  al  lo  aonlvoiq  doldw  aaa^aa 

adl  aoiilS  ''.inadi  oo  li  wonat  eu  lal  bag  nisxnai  e;|Iodil3  laom  doi/iw 
aaadi  yd  acoA^  lial  eg  babiagai  aiaw  yodi  analaallM  Son  aiaw  e^IodiHr 
ea  ^^yawiaO  lo  yinooo  adl  won  al  ladw  baloalaa  ^IvsH  .aialoodaa'd 
iiaw  ttS  baboaooiq  yliaoioiad  hna  ylnabboa  aiaod  anH  9aadl*'\Iao9  liadl 
Jd^uaimoO  olal  ^abiad  baa  aiooil  ri^/ls  dliw  aaolUllad  ba^naiia 

a  v'* 

fli  lo  aadoqa  ai  nolla/iiqoqiavo  baloup  a^aeaq  adl  ni  d^uodllA 
ooilo  aaaoa  ylaiam  naad  avail  ol  amaae  aldl  ,baalail  yiulnao-dilll 
ad  (liw  H  .aaia  amsa  adl  ni  aliilqa  aaallaai  lo  nollailnaonoo  a  laai) 
.a^iodTr?  adl  k)  yiolinei  aril  "woiiaii“  ol  al  lasdqoiq  adl  ladi  baoilofl 
laom  aiadH  .madl  aisnimialxa  ol  aaal  doom  ^Svo  madi  ovlib  ol  loa  lud^*^ 
ayab  aaodi  oi  boai  balabiqoq  ylaaiaqa  lo  aaia  aldayablanoo  a  naad  avad 
yidfidoiq  noiaaaaaoq  ail  lol  aisW  .yi/sai^  lol  aldalioa  aaw  ladi 
bna  laaW  naoiiamA  adllo  **8A0iad  alllao”  ad)  aoawiad  aabdl  beldmaaai 
adl  lo  snimoo  adl  aiolad^a^gnai  naqo  adl  no  naad  bad  odw  sialllaa  adl 
aiaay  baiboiid  avA  yiiaan  ,006  .(I.  A  aa  alal  ea  nav?^  .aiadanai  d^ial 
aiom  on  baiquoao  IlanoD  nssiO  aril  bna  nawO  nalD  adl  ,)aaapnoo  all  laAa 
aiadl  aaiiabnuod  ali  aiiUiW  .doaliA  lo  mob^ni)!  adl  lo  nolliOq  a  agdS 
adl  lo  lifeiVl  lo  alnabnaoeab  aiaw  a^id  aeoriw  .aalaia  sail  Idjia  aiaw 
,salal8  yialudHl  aoin  oala  amli  iadl  la  aiaw  aiadi  li/d  ^aa^teoH  aniH 
adl  lo  Son  aiaw  a^lM  aaodw  ^ytnonoiua  aldaiabiadoD  yiav  a  yilyotna 
nalO  adl  aoniS  .a^aail  alioO  nxIO  lo  s^^iad  madi  lo  Ssom  ,dool8  amaa 
dllw  baisail  aiaw  yad)  ,aioiaupnoa  adl  lo  namanid  aiaw  e^nld  alloO 
^S.isfaooa  al  adl  ol  babioooa  ladi  nadi  oollaiablanoo^iom 


1 


‘!3 


I 


I*  I 


aid  aiod  ladl  naio  adl  lo  lolaaooa  aoom ynoq a^  adl  ^awOo 
9iadw;yiawodaiiiI  lo  aloaninaq  adl  ai  .doaliA  la  lallt^  aid  badalldfilaa 
Id  yjza  adl  lo  laawfllion  aalixn  avx!  luoda  naaa  ad  lllla  nao  anlin  ali. 
.aiaabnaoaatii-i:  nawO^yd  bsmunag  ,doailA  lo  ,allil  ariT  •yiiabnobaoJ  ^ 
Jaaa  airil  ol^badodlla  a)liaaiq  adl  lo  aauaoad  baloalas  ylbalduobaii  eaw 
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of  northern  power,  a  fortress  built  in  prehistoric  times  that  long  ante¬ 
dated  Owen^s  advent.  According  to  The  Book  of  Rights  (p.  127),  the 
King  of  Ailech,  when  he  was  not  high-king,  was  entitled  to  sit  by  the 
"King  of  Eire  at  banquet  and  at  fair,  and  to  go  before  the  King  of  Eire 
at  treaties  and  assemblies  and  councils  and  supplications,  and  he  is 
entitled  to  receive  froni  the  King  of  Eire  fifty  swords,  fifty  shields, 
fifty  bondsmen,  fifty  dresses  and  fifty  steeds." 

Ailech  still  ranks  as  one  of  the  principal  historical  monuments  of 
ancient  Ireland.  Its  modern  name  is  Greenan-Ely,  an  anglicization  of 
Irish  words  meaning  "palace  of  Ailech".  Situated  on  a  hill  800  feet  high, 
the  ruins  of  this  great  stronghold  overlook  Lough  Swilly,  Lough  Foyle, 
and  a  wide  extent  of  that  picturesque  Donegal  countryside  which  was  so 
familiar  a  sight  to  the  Devlins*  ancestors  during  the  centuries  when  this 
was  their  residence.  Greenan-Ely* s  central  enclosure  is  seventy-seven 
feet  in  diameter,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  wall  of  uncemented  stone  with 
hidden  galleries  and  passages  to  secret  entrances.  The  whole  hill  is 
encompassed  by  circles  of  ramparts  with  broad  spaces  for  encamp- 
ments.29  it  was  at  Ailech  that  St.  Patrick  is  said  to  have  converted 
Owen  to  Christianity,  during  his  missionary  journey  to  Ulster  in 
A.D.  441.  The  story  is  told  that  in  the  course  of  the  conversion  cere¬ 
mony  the  saint  inadvertently  pierced  Owen*s  foot  with  the  sharp  point  of 
his  episcopal  'crozier.  The  pagan  king  is  stated  to  have  made  no  protest, 
supposing  this  action  to  be  a  part  of  the  ceremonies  of  initiation  into 
the  new  religion,  Owen  is  said  to  have  been  tall,  his  face  "glowing  with 
hospitality",  and  having  "the  disposition  of  a  king,  the  courage  of  a  hero, 
and  the  agility  of  a  lion". 30 

Owen  died  at  a  ripe  old  age  in  465.  The  Annals  of  the  Four 
Masters  say  that  his  death  was  hastened  by  grief  for  that  of  his  brother 
Conall,  for  whom  he  had  a  warm  affection,  and  further  state  that  he  was 
buried  at  Eskaheen,  near  Londonderry,  in  Inishowen.  John  0*Donovan, 
however,  says  that  in  his  time  there  remained  neither  trace  nor  memory 
of  Owen*s  grave,  nor  any  remnant  of  the  chapel  that  was  there  formerly. 

Muireadach,  son  of  Owen,  seems  to  have  been  little  more  than  a 
connecting  link  between  his  famous  father  and  his  still  more  illustrious 
son.  The  Annals  of  Ulster  speak  of  him  in  four  places,  but  only  in 
connection  with  the  pedigrees  of  his  descendants.  It  was  the  son  of 
Muireadach,  Murkertac  (Muirchertach)  mac  Erca,  who  raised  the  kings 
of  the  Clan  Owen  from  a  provincial  status  and  asserted  their  right  to 
the  high-kingship  of  Ireland.  From  the  days  of  Murkertac,  for  nearly 
six  centuries,  there  were  high-kings  of  his  blood,  until  the  extinction  of 
the  high-kingship  itself  after  the  coming  of  the  Normans. 

The  annalists  claim  that  Murkertac  mac  Erca31  took  his  name 
from  his  mother,  a  Scottish  princess, 32  but  a  modern  historian  believes 
that  this  matronymic  (apparently  an  archaic  survival  from  those  earlier 
days  in  Ireland  when  descent  was  reckoned  through  females)  was 
.  adopted  because  he  was  dedicated  to,  and  probably  claimed  descent 
from,  the  goddess  Ere.  If  such  was  the  case  Murkertac  must  have 
reverted  to  the  pagan  religion  of  his  ancestors.  Whatever  may  be  the 
truth  in  this  particular  instance,  during  pagan  days  in  Ireland  many  of 


( 


^  I 


•'91ns  ^oi  isdi  ZMii  ohoUiUi^^q  ni  ^Uiid<  seeiHol  m  ,i9woq  fli9iLHofl  lo 
s.iJ  ,(TSt  .q)  lo  Jtoog  »riT  Jn^irbs  e'nawO  balsb 

edi  li<  oi  bVitnn9  asw  Jon.asWvdd  astffw  ,dd^iiA  lo  9m])l 

diia  lo  9fii  9Tol9d  09  ol  bns  .ilsl  Is  bos  loiipnsd  Is  9*113  lo  snia** 
^f|m  al  Ml  bn£^fenoliKOIIc|qu«  bns  aiJofluoo  bos  asildrasoas  bns  asilsoil  It 
,abi9iilt  .abiova'  ^(fi ft  9ii3  lo  9dl  cooil  ovisoti  ol  bollllnt 

/’.ab99le  ^llll  but  taetdib  ^noaiabnod 


lo  ainMAuooffl  Xtoiiolalii  JtqloaHq  9(ii  lo  tno  et  ssinti  Xlils  liodiiA 
Iq  noil£tiol(3fl£  nt  ,x^a-otnwiO  ei  aoita  msbom  all  Inoloot  ^ 

49iii  I99I  008  Uid  t  no  boIttllS  .‘*(io^^A  lo  sotitq"  ^^flfiooi  ab'xow  daiil 
lOlyoa  rl^oj  fX^llw8  rt^fiioJ  dooli9vo  blod^oila  Itdiy  Bidl  lo  aaltfi  sdl  r 
03  «fiw  doirlw  obiarrlnuts  it^sooCI  .etipasiiilolq  Itdl  to  Inalxt  obiw  t  bat 
tidi  /i9dw  391103090  9fll  ^fiub  eiolaaont  'anllvaCI  odl  ol  lii^ia  s  itilimtl 
■'  nsvaa-ylflwot  3l  9ii;aolofl9  fsTlooo  a'yia-ntnooiO  .tonabJasi  liadl  atw 
diiw  90038  I>»in9ai90nu  lo  lltw  t  yd  bobruioi'xiie  3i  bnt  iislomtlb  fll  I99I 
et  lUil  sioftw  9dT  .a9oat'tla9  l9i098,ol  asa^atq  ba^  aolieillts  nsbbid 
•'7rnt9n9  lol  tsotqa  btoid  diiw  lo  aslotlo  yd  bsaatqinoons  ^ 

b9li9Wio9  9vtd  oi  bfta^ai  3bliis^  .18  Itill  doeliA  It  atw, 

ni  laialU  ol  yaoxyot  yxtooiaain]  aid  sniiub  iylintiialidD  ol  aawO 
-9X90  noiaisvooo  sd)  lo  93*11100  9dl  nijisiAt  bloi  al  yiols  qriT  .£»  .01. A 
lo  Inloq  qifiita  odl  rillw  toot  B*a9wO  b90‘i9lq  ylintlisvbtni  Inita  ^1  ynom 
.lasloiq  on  obtm  9vsd  bl  baicia  ai  ^aid  nsstq  odT  .Ttlsoio  Itqooaiqo  aid 
olfll  ooiltillnl  lo  89100019199  9dl  ^  iTtq  t  9d  ol  noiiot  sidi  jfiiaoqqua 
diiw  solwoln**  sosl  aid  ^Isi  oaad  evtd  ol  bite  Bl  nswO  .noi^i9i  wsa  odl 
,oi9d  t  lo  9SC1UOO  9dl  ,9aii  t  lo  nolilaoqelb  9dr'  yilvtd  bnt  ,'’ylll£liqaod 

-  O€,''noll  t  lo  yiilisfi  9dl  bnt 


’luo’l  9dl  lo  altcoA  9dT  ,ddh  nJ  ayj  bio  oqli  t  It  bolb  nswO 
isrl.'oid  aid  Id  ltd!  lol  I9I19  yd  bdnolatd  atw  dltab  aid  itdi  yta  aielatM 
SfSkv  atw  9il  ltdl  tlsJa  isdiiul  bot  ^ii09lls  xaisw  t  btd  sd  /nodWiiot  JltnoO 
5  /itvoooC'O  odol  .naworialnl  oi  ,yn9biiobnoJ  TB9n  .naadtdaS  |fi  baliwd 

yiojti9fn  ^oi!  90til  i9dll9ii  boniJURti  9i9di  90111  aid  rti  ltdl  ayba  ,i9V9W0d 
•ylitmiol  9isdj  atw  ltdl  iaqtirlo  odi  lo  intnmoi  ynt  ion  ,9vti9  b  newO  lo 
'  ’»"i  ^  *■ 

£  ntds  91010  oillii  n99d  9vtd  ol  araooa  jt9wO  lo  noa  tdotbteiitiM 
aooiiiaiilil  91001  Uiia  aid  bnt  isditl  auomtl  aid  naowied  3inll  gtUlodnno^.  ^  | 
»3*  '  1  ni  ylfio  lud  ^aaotiq  luol  ni  mid  lo  dtaqa.-iai^U  lo  eLdnnh  odT  .noa  ^  1 
lo  nos  9di  atw  31  .aintbaaoadb  aid  lo  aatislbaq  erii  diiw  aoiio^tinoo  | 
ejnid  9dl  baalti  odw  ,t9i3  otm  (dottiadsiloM)  otiisahuM  ^tbsaiiuM  I 
^  61  id^i  liedi  beiiseat  bnt  aultJa  IsloolYOiq  t  moil  nowO  ntlO  odi  lo  f 

•  ^  yiitfMi  lol  (0£H93liyM  lo  aytb  9dl  moili  .bnalsil  lo  qidasnid-dsid  edl  * 
*;y|i  lo  noilDcillxo  odi  Ulny  4>ooid  aid  lo  asoid-d^id  oiow  siofil  ,89iiiiln99  xii 
;  'i  '  "  >aiitmioW  9it3  lo  ^imo9  sdl  lattt  Usali  qida^id-dsid  9di 

ocntn  aid  iboi  ^^toiS'otm  otHsdiuld  ltdl  mitlb.  alaiitiint  odT  ^ 

asvslied  ntlioiaid  ni^bom  t  lud  SC,8t90fiiiq  daillooS  t/,i9diom  aid  moil  ^ 
i9iiifi9  saodl  moxi  Itviviiia  litdois  nt  yllnoitqqt)  olmynoiltm  aldl  ltd! 

^  atw  (asitmol  rl9M>idi  osnoifost  atw-  insoe^  nodw  bntlail  ni  aytl> 

'  '’i^lnaoaob  bamliilo  yidtdoiq  bnt  ,ol  bittoibafa  atw  94  daut09d  belqobt  ^ 

'  ''%9Vtd  laum  otfiadiiiM  9Bto  odl  atw  lioua  II  .913  aaobbo^  adl  ,moil  - 

^  wb  9d  ytcu  i9V9ltdW  .aiolaeoat  aid  lo  noislioi  otstq  odi  oi  bsiiavs^  *”^1 
lo  yntm  boti9ii  ns  aytb  nt;^  ^iiub  .eofitiani^itluoilitq  aidi  nl  diirti*  1 


I'j 


i. 


A 


5 


20 


the  ruling  houses  claimed  a  divine  origin,  as  did  some  Roman  patrician 
families  such  as  the  gens  of  Julius  Caesar,  which  was  said  to  have 
descended  from  the  goddess  Venus. 33  in  like  manner  the  Devlins  could 
trace  their  lineage  to  the  Irish  god  Nuadu  of  the  Silver  Hand,  who 
figures  in  the  ancestry  of  the  Progeny  of  Conn,  to  which  they  pertained. 
The  worship  of  Nuadu  was  common  both  to  pagan  Ireland  and  to  Britain, 
before  the  introduction  of  Christianity.  He  was  king  of  the  divine  race, 
the  Tuatha  De"  Danann,  which  according  to  Irish  antiquarians,  became 
the  fairies  or  "good  people"  of  Irish  legend,  and  were  reduced  in  stature 
by  popular  imagination  to  beings  no  more  than  a  few  spans  in  height, 
after  they  had  ceased  to  be  objects  of  worship.  As  an  exception  the 
banshees  are  spoken  of  as  fairy  women  of  tall,  shapely  form  and  blond 
complexion,  with  long  silken  tresses  and  blue  eyes.  This  conception  of 
the  banshee* s  appearance  seems  to  have  conformed  to  that  racial  ideal 
regarded  as  appropriate  for  supernatural  beings  so  intimately  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Milesian  aristocracy. 

Pagan  claims  to  a  descent  from  the  Irish  gods  were  naturally 
viewed  with  hostility  by  the  Christian  clergy.  Although  the  names  of 
the  gods  were  often  retained  in  the  genealogies,  they  are  represented 
as  human,  and  references  to  their  divine  nature  have  been  omitted.34 
Thus  in  the  genealogy  of  the  Progeny  of  Conn,  Nuadu  appears  as  a  link 
In  the  chain  of  generations  connecting  Conn  with  Adam,  although  the  god 
himself  must  have  been  the  ancestor  in  whom  the  lineage  originally 
terminated.35  in  the  case  of  those  pagan  memorials  to  the  dead  known 
as  Ogham  stones,  on  which  a  god  appears  as  the  ancestor  of  the  deceased, 
the  god* s  name  has  in  some  instances  been  effaced  by  a  scandalized 
Christian,  or  the  stone  has  occasionally  been  reversed  so  that  the 
obnoxious  part  of  the  pedigree  is  buried  in  the  ground.36 

Murkertac  mac  Erca  is  an  important  figure  in  the  history  of  the 
Clan  Owen,  and  also  in  that  of  the  0*Devlins,  since  they  belonged  to  that 
division  of  the  clan  that  was  named  from  him  the  Descendants  of  Mac- 
Erca  (Cenel  male  Erca). 37  An  Irish  historian  of  the  present  day,  dis¬ 
tinguished  both  for  her  learning  and  for  the  charm  of  her  style,  gives 
the  following  account  of  Murkertac* s  reign  and  of  its  significance  in 
Irish  history. 38 

^  "The  Battle  of  Ocha39  (A.D.  483),  a  ‘war*  begun  to  secure  a 
rlgdomna  from  falling  out  of  the  line  of  succession,  was  in  fact  a 
decisive  event  in  the  high-kingship  of  Ireland.  Muirchertach  mac  Erca, 
of  the  northern  Ui  Neill,  King  of  Ailech,  did  not  belong  to  the  same 
derbfine^Q  as  the  reigning  monarch  Ailill  Molt  of  the  Connachta.  He 
was  rlgdomna  by  inheritance  from  his  great-grandfather  Niail,  but 
neither  his  father  nor  his  grandfather  had  held  the  high-kingship,  and  if 
he  himself  failed  to  secure  it  all  legal  claims  of  northern  uf  Neill  must 
end.  The  most  daring  and  active  warrior  of  his  time,  Muirchertach 
-  determined  before  it  was  too  late  to  secure  the  succession  against  the 
Connachta.  He  made  alliance  with  one  of  his  own  derbfine,  Luguid  ... 
and  other  chiefs  ...  They  threw  their  joint  forces  together  ^..  in  the 
battle  at  Ocha,  near  the  great  fort  of  Tara,  where  Ailill  Molt,’  ‘the  high, 
terrible*  was  vanquished  and  slain.41 
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fisioHlcq  fi^moH  m90«  bib  bm  aniylb  &  bomi^io  Sdaiiod  sniiui  9diyr 

9V£d  oi  bJAa  asw  doiriw  ,iim9cD  euilul  snd^  ‘»i|j  dout  e^Uictuil 
bluod  enijlTdCl  sdJ  lann^  9]0i  Hi  ^C.siiaaV  aasbbo^  moi)  bshnsobab 
^  odw  ^sH  i97ii8  9di  Xq  iifaJU)K  bo^  daiil  sdl  oi  dsisoail  tIoiO  oonil  ^ 
.b'icriAitaq  ^siii  /foidw  ol  ,nfK>0  lo  ^^19901^  srii  lo  ^iesoaii  9iii  ni 
«xiiali*fS  oi  bnii  bA£l9Tl  oi  di(^  Aoracnoo  baw  id>AuVi  lo  qiite'xow  sdT 
orsivlb  9xii  lo  said  aaw  oH  «timAii2jxriD  lo  noiiouboiint  odi  siolod 
anxAOod  ,aiLi.hiAuplliut  derrl  oi  sa^'ioooa  doidw  ^nn^ncg  VI  AdiAoT  sdi 
siuifiie  ni  booiib^i  aaavr  boa  .bas^dl  daiil  lo.^”9iqo9q  boos  '  'lo  sdi 

lid^ad  oi  an^qa  wol  a  ruuU  910m  on  asniod  oi  noiionisJ^i  lAloqoq  ^ 

9di  ooliqsoxo  xu  aA  .qldaiow  lo  eioatdo  »d  oi  bscasp  b«d  ysdi  loiU 
bno(d  bn£  rniol  ^loqada  ^iai  lo  kuaow  ^ial  &£  lo  nodoqa  9ifi  ao^daiuMl, 
k)  noiiqsoaoo  aidT  .soys  9uld,bitx  aseasii  aadiia  ^oi^diiw  ^ixdiqmoo 
i£9bi  laiofii  ifidi  oi  bacniolnoo*  ovnd^ol  ainsaa  sonATsaqQfi  a'odd&flAd  *odi^..it 
-looaas  yloinoiiini  o«  egoiad  Uiuifinioqna  lol  aiAiiqoiQqc  ex  bsbisaor 

•yo£i90l8ii£  naissliM  9di  dilw  b9i£ 


.’V 


yllsiAifin  disw  abo;i  daiil  odi  aoil  iodoaob  a  oi  arai&lo  ^  ^  • 

lo  89maa  siU  d^tiodiiA  .ygislp  naiiai'rdO'sdi  yd  yiiliieod  riiiw  bswohr  j 
bsinaasiqsi  aia  y»di  ^asisoUiass  odi  ni  boniaioi  osiloididw  ebos  odi  v^f 
^^.bstiimo  nsod  avad.STiiiAfl  Mivib  ilsdi  oi  a93R9n9l9i  bna  ,aBmuti  ea^.s 
dflil  a  aa  axaaqqa  ubaold  ,iinoD  lo  yoosoi^  odi  lo  ^  aodT 

bos  ii^odSU  ^abA  diiw  nnoO  sniio^nnoo  enoitaionas  lo  oiedo  odi  oi 
yllaaisHo  siiaeali  adi  modw  ni  loia^ona  adi  aaad  avad  iBom  liaamid 
irwocul  beat  a<ii  oi  alaiiomain  nasxAi  aaodi  lo  aaao  sdi  ol  ^^.baiaiiimiai 
>D2aaoab  sdl  lo  loiaaona  adi  aa  aiaaqqa  bo^  a  do/dw  no  «aaaoi8  madsO  aa 
baiiiiabflaoa  a  yd  baoalla  naad  eaoflaiani  ainoa  ni  sad  aman  a'bos  sdl 
•di  iadi  oa  baciavai  naad  yflanoiaaooo  tad  anoia  adi  10  t/iaiiaiidO 
d^.bciiJO’xs  9di  ni  baiiud  ai  aaisibaq  adi  lo  inaq  anolxondo 
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adi  lo  yioiaid  adi  ni  aiasil  Jnai*to(|cai  na  ai  aoiS  oain  oaii adinM  i 
ladi  oi  baaaolad  yadi  aonia  ^aniivaCl  0  adi  lo  iadi  ni  oaia  bna  .nayK)  nalO  o  a 
-oaM  lo  einabnaoaaC  adi  aid  aoil  baioan  aaw  iadi  oaio  adi  lo  noiabrib 
-alb  .yab  inaaaiq  adi  lo  oaiioiaid  daiil  iiA  piamJan^).aoia  4 

aavis  .alyia  7ad  lo  miado  adi  lol  bna  sniniaai  lad  'lol  dJod  badaiasali  ^ 
ni  aonadilinsia  aii  lo  boa  nsiai  a'oaiiadiull  to  loxioooa  soiwoiiol  adi 
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a  aauoaa  oi  nusad  'taw*  a^,(E8^.a.A)  ^^adaO  to  sliiafl  adT” 
a  ioal  ni  aaw  ^iaaaoona  lo  anil  adi  lo  iuo  saillal  moil  awnobsii 
«aoi2  oaa  doaiiadoiiaM  •baaiail  lo  qidasnid-dsid  adi  ni  inava  aviaioab 
aoaa  adi  oi  aru>iad  ion  bib  ,daaiiA  to,anl3l  \IIiaM  iU  niariiion  adi  to 
^  «^idowuioQ  adJ  to  JloKf  iiiiiA  doianoa  adi  sa  Q^anildiab 

tod  ,IiaiH  Tadialbaais^iaais  eld  moil  aoaaiiiadni  yd  arunob^i  aaw 
li  boa  ,qidej|ald-dsid  adi  biad  bad  ladialbnais  eid  ion  isdiaV  eid  ladiian 
ItisH  iU  niadiion  to  aaiaio  lesal  ila  ii  aiuoae  oi  bilial  llaaald  ad 
dqaiiadoiinlA  r^aii  aid  to  loiiiaw^aviioa  boa  s^iiab  iaom  adT  ,-bna 
'  adi  &iiasa  obtoeaoona  adi  ainaiaa  oi'aial  ooi  eaw  ii  aiolad  baniaiaiab^  «  >*i 
-  binst^  t^JIdiab  nwo  aid  to  ano  diiw  aanaiila  abi^  aU  .airtoannoO 
adlni  ...  ladtosoi  eaoiol  iniot  tladl  waidJ  yadX  »..  alaido  ladto  bdd  19hl 
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"From  the  day  when  Ailill  Molt  fell  the  primacy  among  Irish 
rulers  passed  to  the  immediate  family  of  Niall,  and  after  him  no  king 
of  the  Connachta  ruled  at  Tara  for  six  hundred  years.  Lawful  succes¬ 
sion  to  the  high-kingship  was  secured  to  the  direct  posterity  of  Niall  of 
the  Nine  Hostages,  whose  descendants  now  united  to  form  a  separate 
and  independent  dynasty  ...  The  Ui  Neill  indeed,  having  secured  sole 
succession  at  Tara,  sought  to  cover  in  oblivion  all  connection  with  the 
house  of  the  Connachta  now  falling  to  the  rank  of  under-kings;  and 
gradually  disguised  their  descent  by  dropping  out  of  their  genealogies 
the  word  Connachta.  and  using  in  its  place  the  term  Dal  Cuinn^2  (really 
a  synonym)  to  describe  the  ancestors  of  their  race. 

"The famous  champion  Muirchertach  mac  Erca,  first  of  the 
northern  Ui  Neill  at  Tara,  was  probably  a  heathen,  as  the  name  would 
show  -  dedicated  to  the  goddess  Erca. 43  Ireland  already  knew  the  fame 
of  his  wars.  ‘War-rock  of  mastery  -  full  twenty  battles  and  two  he  won 
without  sorrow^  ...  On  account  of  his  stormy  life  he  was  said  to  have 
had  for  his  paramour  Sin  (tempest)  who  at  last  set  fire  to  his  house.  He 
was  drowned  in  wine,  and  also  burned  -  perhaps  an  allegorical  way  of 
recording  the  unheroic  fact  that  his  banqueting  house  took  fire  in  the 
midst  of  a  carouse,  and  a  storm  made  it  impossible  to  quench  the  fire. 
Another  tale  attributes  his  end  to  the  vengeance  of  a  woman  of  the 
ancient  race  abojit  Tara  for  the  slaughter  of  her  family  by  Muirchertach 
at  the  battle  of  Ath-sige  on  the  Boyne.  There  by  the  river  she  set  fire 
to  his  house  of  Cleitech,  so  that  he,  casting  himself  from  the  flames 
into  a  vat  of  wine  ‘was  killed  and  drowned  and  burned  together’  on  that 
night  of  Samain,  while  the  woman  sang  of  her  triumph:  ‘I  am  Taetan, 
the  woman  who  killed  the  chief  of  Niall  l’" 44 

Collaterally  related  to  the  O’Devlins,  and  to  other  septs  descended 
from  Murkertac  mac  Erca,  was  his  cousin  Columcille,  or  St.  Columba, 
who  ranks  second  only  to  St.  Patrick  among  Irish  saints  in  the  affection 
of  Irishmen.45  of  him  the  author  previously  quoted  says:46  "in  Colum- 
cille’s  childhood  his  kinsman  Muirchertach  mac  Erca  reigned  in  Ireland 
(503-527)  -  the  first  ardrT from  the  northern  Ui  Neill.  A  prince  of  the 
supreme  royal  line,  heir  of  a  proud  tradition,  Columcille  had  inherited 
from  this  honored  race  the  bearing  of  a  great  prince,  with  his  lofty 
stature,  his  face  changing  with  every  emotion,  illuminated  and  shining 
as  that  of  an  angel,  the  resounding  voice  and  the  sight  and  hearing  so 
miraculously  keen  reported  of  generations  of  his  house,  and  an  eloquence 
of  speech  and  wisdom  in  council  which  marked  him  as  a  leader  of  men. 
Fellow-countrymen  recognized  the  high  aristocrat  in  his  vehemence, 
his  passion,  his  stately  generosity  and  his  enormous  pride.  They  held 
it  no  blame  to  him  to  be  reputed  more  lavish  to  the  bards  than  any  other 
saint  in  Ireland.  ‘There  hath  not  nor  will  be  born,’  was  the  legend, 

‘save  in  the  person  of  Christ,  one  that  hath  excelled  him  in  largesse  or 
hath  been  more  tender  in  his  honour  than  he.’  A  scholar  of  the  best 
Irish  masters  in  Druid  and  Christian  lore,  a  scribe  and  poet,  and  the 
most  farsighted  political  thinker  of  his  time,  he  was  by  training  as  well 
as  birth  fitted  to  be  a  counsellor  of  his  nation." 

Another  relative  of  Murkertac  mac  Erca,  first  cousin  on  the 
maternal  side,  was  St.  Carnech,  a  contemporary  of  St.  Benedict,  founder 
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rfefil  y^omj;  xosxtiliq  »dl  llsl  JloM  IlillA  n’oflw  y£b'4ifl  mot^" 

9fil>(  on  mid  i9))£  bnfi  )o  ^lini£)  oJi^ib^ml  sd)  o)  bo^a£q  sidliii 

•*«*30u2  lirywsJT  boTbfliid  XI8  lot  aisfT  SU'b^tui  Aio&gnoS^  9di  lo 

to  lUM  to  tosilb  od)  oJ  bOliiOdd  8fiw  qlrfB^Id-d^ld  b/fJ  oi  noto 

bl£iJiq9A  s  nziol  o)  botliu/  won  ejfushnboaob  baodw  ^s^sjiiaoR  dnlH  adj 

aJoy  boiuOM  ^iv&d  ^abtfi-tlrsVi  itf  adT  Inabnaqabnl  ban 

arl5  dJiw  noitoohnoO  Ito  fiotv/Ick>  nl  idvoo  oi  Jd^uoe  ,i3i£T  U  ooiaasooua 

bnn  .'a^li'idbnn  to  sbini  ad)  ol  ^nillal  won  nirtof>nfloO  adi  to  aatiod 

asisotoana)  n^iarit  to  too  yiiqqcib  xd  inaoaab  liad)  baato^galb  x^^iuibni^ 

Xltoai)  S^nnJuO  j^q  nnaj  adJ  aoalq  aU  di  jjnizii  bnjs  .r.iii:>RnnoO  biow  ad^ 

.aoin  iladi  to  aioiaaona  adi  adiioaab  o5  (mxnonxa  s 
,  c  . 
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adJ  to  tain  ,fioi3  iam  dosliadaiit/M  noiqmfi/lD  anonisl  adT^ 
bluow  amitfi  adJ  8£  ^adisad  £;,WdBdoiq  a£w  «£ifiT  t£  liiaVt^U  modtion 
9£n&}  sHS  wand  x^^^^  bixxiaul  ^A,£oi3  saabbos  adt  o)  batooibab  *^woiU 
.  now  ad  owl  bas.  aaii^ito  xtoaw)  Ilul  -  x^aJBxm  to  iDoi~i£W*  .3i£W  Bid  to 
. 7  anrsd  oi  bl£i  b£w  ad  alii  xA*toia  Bid  to  inuooofi  nO  ...  *wowioe  toodilw 
sH  .adood  aid  oi  aiil  iaa  tofil  to  odw  (iaaqmai)  qL^  ioam£i£q  aid  lol  b£d 
to  x^  liOiiosaUs  n£  sqsdiaq  -  banind  o&l£  bnn  ,aniw  nl  banwoib  8£W 
adi  ni  all)  dooJ  aaood  sniiaupa^  eid  indi  iD£l  oioiadnii  adi  s^ibiooai 
•ati)  adi  donaJp  oi  aldiaBOqmi  ii  ab£m  mioto  £  bnfi  ,d8ijoi£0  s'to  iabka 
adi  to  n£mow  £  to  ao/usasnav  adi  oi  bna  sid  eaiodiiiifi  alsi  ladioaA 
dOfiiiadoiiuM  xd  \llats\  lad  to  laid^Bla  adt  lo)  £i£T  iijodk  ao£i  iaalonn 
ail)  i98  add  lavli  adi  x^  aiadT  .aaxo^  ^  ajiB-diA  to  aiitod  adi  to 
8am £11  SmIJ  moil  Uaaoiid  ^ii8£0  ',9d  i£di  oa  ,doaiialO  to  aeuiod  aid  oi 
)£di  no  Wailia;^i  banind  bn£  banwoib  bfl£  balild  8£w*  aniw  lo  i£V  £  oini 
'  .  ^lasT  ou  1  uiqmuHi  lad  )o  ;pi£8  o&mow  adi  alidw  ^i£m£2  to  id^in 

'  ^^"^litoiVl  lo  laldD  adi  ballid  odw  n£mow  adi 

.t!  «  * 

babnaaaab  Biqais  ladio  oi  baa  ,8nilvaG*0  adi  oi  bai£iai  x^<*^ai£llo3 
,£daauXoO  .i8  io  ^aUiamaloO'aianoo  Bid  8£W  ,£0i3  0£m'o£iiddiuM  moll 
>  ^  noiioalU  adi  oi  einx£8  deiil  ;^ooiil£  ioiito^  .12  oi  .xlito  bnooaB  8dni|i  odw 
^  *nxntoO  nl'*  ®^:8X£a  baJonp  xlanoivaiq  ioiliu£  adi  mid  10  ^^.namdahil  to 
batlaii  nl  bonsai  £0i3  oficii  doBiiadoiiuM  nsmenid  aid  boodblido  a'aUla 
adi  lo  aaniiq  A  lu  niadiioa  adi  moil  libia  toill'Wi  -  (TSd-COd) 

baliiadAi  b£d  aiiiamuloO  4ioiiib£ii  bnoiq  £  lo  liad  ,aaJI  Uxoi  amaiqus 
vHoi  aid  dliw  ,aoniiq  toai^  £  to  9nii£ad  adi  ao£i  baioood  8idi  moil 
^gnioida  b€i£  bai£niffliilll  ^iioma  x'ls^YO  diiw  ^iyudo  aa£l  aid  ,aiiii£i8 
08  :3|nii£ad  baa  id^a  adi  bna  aoiox  ^ibnnozai  adi  ^la^nfi^na  lo^iadi  ea 
^  aonaupoia  os  bna  ^aanod  aid  to  snoliaiana^  lo  baiioqai  neai  xianotodaiim 
.nam  lo  laltoal  a  aa  mid  badiaoi  doidw  iionuoa  ni  mobaiw  bna  doaaqa  lo 
.aonamadav  aid  ni  toioo iaii a  d^id  adi  basln^aai  nanxx^triooo-wolla3 
blad  x^T  tsbiiq  anomiona  8id  bna  xli^oiana^  ^ol82i^  aid* 

ladio  xn^a  nadi  sbiad  adi  oi  delya(  aiom  bainqai  ad  oi  cold  oi  amaid  on  ii  ^ 
^  ^a^l  adJ  saw  ',iiiod  ad  lijw  ion  ion  dJad  nadT*  .bnalail  nl  taiaa  C 
^  TO  a889^iai  ni  mid  b^iaoaa  diad  iadi  ano  ^toJidD  to  noaiaq  adi  ni  avaa*  - 
■  iaad  adi  to  lalodoB  A  \ad  nadJ  iiKiood  8id  nl  labnjai  atom  na^  diad 
T,  adi  bna  ,jaoq  bna  ^io8  a  ^aioi  nalJ^idO  bna  btuiQ  ni  aiaiaam  daiil^, 
as  yiinlaii  xd  8«W  ad  .amii  Bid  lo  laiinidi  iapiiiioq  baidyaial  laooi 

",‘noiton  aid  to  loUaannoD  a,ad  oi  baliil  dhld  aa 
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of  the  Benedictine  order.  St.  Carnech  was  patron  saint  of  the  Men  of  ; 
Drumleene  (Fir  Droma  Lighean)  from  whom  the  O^Devlins  descended,  ; 
and  abbot  of  Clonleigh,  a  monastery  famous  in  its  day  as  a  center  of  i 
learning,  formerly  situated  near  the  modern  town  of  Lifford,  in  Donegal.  - 
It  was  appropriate  that  when  this  territory  was  assigned  as  an  appanage 
to  Eochaidh  of  Drumleene  in  the  tenth  century,  a  remote  kinsman  3 

associated  with  the  vicinity,  whose  memory  was  held  locally  in  venera¬ 
tion,  should  have  been  chosen  as  patron  saint  by  this  branch  of  the  royal 
house  of  Ailech.47  Since  the  mere  lapse  of  time  does  not  affect  relations  " 
that  are  by  their  nature  eternal,  it  would  appear  that  the  modern  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene  -  the  Devlins  and  the  Donnellys  -  » 

continue  to  enjoy  the  patronage  of  St.  Carnech.  | 

It  was  not  until  several  centuries  after  the  time  of  Murkertac  mac  'i 
Erca  that  surnames  were  adopted  in  Ireland,  since  no  eponymous  * 

ancestor  of  a  sept  is  recorded  as  having  lived  earlier  than  the  ninth  \ 

century. 48  xhe  prefix  Mac,  preceding  Milesian  names,  means  "son  of", 
and  O  means  "grandson  or  descendant  of",  the  anglicized  O*  being  due 
to  the  mistaken  notion  that  O  stands  for  "of".  A  name  formed  with 
is  always  genuine  Milesian,  since  there  is  said  to  be  no  recorded  2 

instance  in  Ireland  of  this  prefix  being  adopted  by  any  foreign  family.  ' 

Mac,  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  only  the  regular  prefix  used  by  Scottish 
families  of  Gaelic  descent,  but  was  also  employed  by  the  Normans  in 
Ireland  when  they  gave  their  surnames  an  Irish  form.49  The  practice  ^ 
of  forming  surnames  with  O'  had  almost  certainly  ceased  before  the  | 

coming  of  the  Normans  to  Ireland  in  the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth  ;; 

century, 50  so  that  its  presence  in  an  Irish  patronymic  is  a  sure  sign  of  ’ 
antiquity,  although  by  no  means  necessarily  indicating  high  rank,  as  ^ 
some  have  supposed.  Many  of  th6  oldest  and  most  eminent  families  ^ 
used  Mac,  while  the  O*  often  appears  in  the  surnames  of  minor  septs. 

9 

Mac  Erca,  as  appended  to  Murkertac,  was  not  a  surname,  but  a 
personal  appelation  not  used  individually  by  that  monarches  descendants. 
Before  the  adoption  of  surnames  the  individuals  in  a  clan  were  often 
distinguished  by  nicknames,  and  were  further  specified  by  a  brief 
recital  of  their  pedigrees  for  several  generations.  Even  after  the  use 
of  surnames  had  become  universal,  we  find  the  pages  of  the  annals  full 
of  such  designations  as  Eochaidh  the  Rough,  Muireadach  Red-neck, 

Conan  the  Swearer  and  Rory  the  Swarthy,  followed  by  genealogical 
details.  Before  the  period  when  surnames  were  assumed,  divisions  of 
clans  were  known  collectively  by  the  names  of  subsidiary  ancestors,  as 
the  Descendants  of  MacErca,  Binnech,  Feradach,  etc.,  or  sometimes 
they  are  distinguished  by  their  location,  as  the  Men  of  Drumleene,  but 
these  designations  are  not  surnames.  It  was  not  until  the  period  between 
the  tenth  and  twelfth  centuries,  when  the  clans  had  split  into  still 
smaller  bodies,  the  septs,  that  the  latter  employed  the  names  of  their 
eponymous  ancestors  in  regular  patronymics.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  Introduction  of  surnames,  a  gradual  process  extending  over  several 
centuries,  did  not  represent  a  break  in  the  old  order  and  was  not 
regarded  by  the  annalists  as  in  any  way  marking  the  inauguration  of  a 
new  era.  The  use  of  such  a  patronymic  as  O’ Devlin,  for  instance, 
simply  provided  a  shorter  and  more  precise  means  of  genealogical 
identification  than  that  previously  used. 


k»  diil  lo  iniita  noilisq  saw  rfo’eaiAO  .18  .labio  snllalbaaaa  ad)  lo 
^abciaaaab  afliWaG'O  ad)  moifw  moi)  (/litadaU  /^naoiQ  il*?)  aaaalxnuTC 
lo  laiaao  a  ac  aJi  ni  aiiomiJ  Tfiatejsiiorn  i;  ,rt:;ii9l/To]0  lo  )odd£  biu 
.IfiSdooC  ni  lo  nwol  fliebooi  art)  T£on  baiwJia  ^lioimol  ^^n/nuiaC 

a^cAJMfqK  fi£  as  bait))8B£  b«w  ^loiliia)  aid)  nadw  i£ilj  elaiiqoiqqa  eaw  )I 
aamaold  aJofOOT  a  lUnai  ailJ  fli  anaalmirxQ’lo  ribiwiooa  o)  . 

-atanav  nl  blad  aaw  ^lomam  aaortw  balslooaaa 

'Utoi  ail)  lo  itonnd  aJit)  mlaa  aorisq  ea  naaodo  naad  avBd  biuoda 
aaoilaiai  JoattB.Jon  aaob  ami)  lo  aaqiil  aiaca  ^)  aoblB  ^^.doaliA  Waaocil 
-aiqai  mebom  ad)  )*d)  isaqqa  biiiow,  )1  ,ljsA*ia)a  aTiilaii  ilad)  yd  aia  )£d) 

-  ayilanooa  ad)  bou  wiilToa  ad)  -  anaabniiia  lo  oaM  ad)  lo^aavDalnaa 

•doantaO  .12  lo^a^fiiioDaq  adt  yotaa'o)  aunlinoo 
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otiiaiiiiM  lo  ami)  ad)  lalU  aaliyinao  Utavaa  ll)nu  loo  aaw  HI 
’  auomy/K»qa  on  aonla  ^boalail  cii  ba)qob£  aiaw  2am£niua  lad)  aoiS 
dlnifl  ad)  n«di  lallaaa  bavH  ea  babioooi  ci  )qaa  a  lo  loiaaoiu 

i'’lo  fioB**  anaam  ^laman  aa)eailM  ^ibaoatq  ,oaM  xjlaiq  adT  S^.yiotoeo 
atfb  ^ad  'O  haaiali^oii  ad)  ,'’lb  lirabnaoaab  ^d^^o€lxlal^""8^aam  O  boa 
'O  il)iw  bamaol  May  A  .*'lo*’  lol  aboate  O  Jart)  nolfoo  oadaiaiof  ad)  ol^ 
bab^ooai  on  ad  o)  biaa  a)  aiaiD  aonJai^fSallM  aniuoas  Byaada^  ai 
•ylimiQ  njiaiol  yoa^yd  balqoba  jcHsiq  aid)  lo  hnaiail  fll  aonaJani 
daii)oo8  yd  baau  xilaiq  ialu;|ai  ad)  ylno  )on  B)  d^oad  ladlo  ad)  no  .oaM 
at  anamtoK  ad)  yd  bayolqoia  oa(a  aaw  )od  ^naoeab  ollaaO  lo  saiilmal 
aODoaiq  adT  ®Kiniol^dahil  na  aataaitToa  liad)  avaj  yad)  nadw  baalail 
odi  aTolad  baeaao  yliilahxao  iaomla  bad  ‘O  d)lw  eamamua  ^Imiol  lo 
dJUaw)  od)  lo  mq  aaliai  ad)  nl  bnalnt  o)  enamioH  ad)  lo  aoimoa 
lo  os^a  ama  a  al  oimynoiiaq  dBliI  oa  nl  aonaaaiq  a)l  lad)  ob  08,yitD)aao 
aa  ,inai  digld  yittsoibiO  yiiiaaaaoaa  anaam  on  yd  d^^diU  ,y)itfid)na 
aalllmal  JnanliDa  laoia  boa  laablo  ad)  lo  ynaM  .baaoqque  avad  amoa 
•Blqaa  looim  lo  aamanioa  ad)  ol  aiaaqqs  nallo  'O  ad)  alldw  ,oaM  baaii 

a  md  ,9fliain0B  a  Jon  saw  .oatiairuM  o)  babna^a  ai  >K>iSI  oaM  * 
.ajrid^oaoaab  a'dOTaifoos  lad)  yd  yiiaubivlbni  baao  toa  ooiialaqqfi  ianoaioq  ^ 
oa)lo  aTaw  naio  a  n)  alaubbribnl  ad)  aamaniua  lo  nollqoba  ad)  aiol^  5 
I  laltd  a  yd  ballloaqa  iadnol  aiaw  boa  ,eacrianjloln  yd  badaio^laib 
aao  sri)  laila  naiv3  .Bnollai'jaa^  faisvae  lol  Bsai^Jbaq  ilad)  lo  lalloai 
lint  aiamxa  ad)  lo  sa^aq  ad)  bnH  aw  .Isaiavliui  amooad  bad  BaroanTua  lo^ 
(doaa-baH  doabaailolf  tdyjoH  ad)  dbiadooS  aa  &floJ)an:g)89b  dooa  lo 
laoi^Iaooa)  yd  bawoilol  ,ydiiaw8  ad)  yioH  boa  laiaswS  ad)  nanoO 
'  k)  aoolahrtb  Jjiafflitaaa  aiaw  Bamaniua  nadw  boliaq  ad)  aiolafl  .allaiab 
aa  .aiolBsona  yialblcdoa  lo  aaoian  ad)  yd  ylavilDalloD  nwond  aiaw  a^lo 
aanllamoa  lo  ,.0)a  ^oabaiaT  .doannlB  ^iSoaM  lo  einabnaoaaQ  ad) 

)ud  yanaalfltoiC  lo  naM- ad)  aa'^Daocl  ilait)  yd  badaii^^nDelb  aia  yad) 
aaawlad  boliaq  ad)  iitno  Son  aaw  )I  .aainanua  Son  aia  anoDan^asb  aead) 
iU)a  o)nf  )llqa  bad  aoala  ad)  nadw  ^Bannlnao  riJllawl  bna  d)na)  ad) 
liad)  lo'Bamtfi  ad)  bayoiqma  laDal  ad)  tad)  «B)qa8  ad)  ,e9ibod  laZLenia  | 
)£d)  baJon  ad  bliicda  llo.aounynoiiaq  lalii^ai  nl  aiolaao^  auomyooqa.T^ 
iaiavaft  lavo  :^ibnaixa  aeaooiq  ianbais  a  ^eamantne  lo  no'iiouboi^  ad)  * 
loo  aaw  bna  labio  bio  ad)  at  iaaid  a  tflaaaiqai  Ion  bib  ,B9liii)oao  ^ 
a  lo  noDaiir^ani  ad)  !^liiaai  yaw  ypa  hi  ea  alBliaiina  ad)  yd  babiajai  ^ 

-  :^',aDna)ani  lol  .olIaaQ'O  aa  olmynoilaq  a  dona  lo  asu  adT  .aia  wan. 
lljjpFfaolaanay  lo  enaam  anioaiq  a^iom  bna  ia)iod3  a  babivo'xq  ylqnxls 
^  **  ylanolvaiq  lad)  nad)  fioDaollilnabl 
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Most  of  the  septs  in  that  part  of  Tyrone  where  the  land  of  the 
O’Devlins  was  situated  belonged  to  the  Descendants  of  MacErca.  To 
the  north,  in  what  is  now  the  county  of  Londonderry,  were  the  Descend¬ 
ants  of  Binnech  (Cenel  mBinning),  whose  eponymous  ancestor  was  an 
uncle  of  Murkertac  mac  Erca.  To  the  south  and  west  of  the  territory 
occupied  by  the  Descendants  of  MacErca,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
modern  town  of  Clogher,  was  the  land  of  the  Descendants  of  Feradach, 
(Cenel  Feradaig),51  whose  progenitor  was  a  brother  of  Murkertac. 
These  were  the  three  principal  divisions  of  the  Clan  Owen,  and  of  these 
the  most  powerful  were  the  Descendants  of  MacErca,  from  whom  later 
stemmed  the  royal  septs,  O^Neills  and  MacLoughlins.  A  relationship 
to  Murkertac  mac  Erca,  preferably  by  direct  descent,  but  at  least  from 
a  near  collateral  relative  of  his,  was  a  prerequisite  for  the  larger  land¬ 
holders  in  what  are  now  the  counties  of  Tyrone  and  Londonderry,  in  the 
later  clan  days. 52  it  was  on  account  of  their  kinship  to  the  rulers  of 
the  clan  that  the  O* Devlins  received  Munterevlin,  and  this  policy  of 
nepotism  was  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  clan 
system.53 

In  early  days  the  Descendants  of  MacErca  are  referred  to  as  an 
entity  whose  kings  were  eligible  to  be  high-kings  of  Ireland,  but  with 
the  growth  in  numbers  of  its  component  septs  and  a  centralization  of 
authority  in  the  hands  of  the  Neills  and  the  MacLoughlins,  the 
Descendants  of  MacErca  ceased  to  be  a  political  unit,  and  after  the 
ninth  century  was  no  more  than  a  designation  used  for  genealogical 
Identification.  In  the  year  629,  The  Annals  of  Ulster  speak  of  a  battle 
which  was  fought  between  the  Descendants  of  MacErca  and  the  Descend¬ 
ants  of  Feradach.  In  the  same  annals  there  are  three  entries  during 
the  eighth  century,  and  one  in  the  ninth,  recording  the  deaths  of  their 
kings. 


After  the  death  of  Murkertac  mac  Erca  his  two  sons,  Domnall  of 
the  Many  Wiles  and  Fergus,  were  elected  to  the  high-kingship  and 
reigned  jointly  from  565.  Such  joint  reigns  represented  a  solution  for 
rival  claims  to  kingship.  Domnall,  ancestor  of  the  O^Devlins,  was 
almost  as  famous  a  warrior  as  his  father.  The  Annals  of  Ulster  record 
the  names  of  six  battles  in  which  he  and  his  brother  were  victorious. 
Both  brothers  are  said  to  have  died  of  the  plague  on  the  same  day. 

There  are  ten  generations  from  Domnall  of  the  Many  Wiles  to 
Eochaidh  of  Drumleene,  son  of  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  King  of  Ailech. 
During  this  period  the  O^Devlin  descent  extends  through  the  line  of  Clan 
Owen  kings,  six  of  whom  were  High-kings  of  Ireland.  Those  desirous 
^of  more  information  about  the  lives  of  these  monarchs  may  find  in  the 
Irish  annals  the  most  detailed  accounts  of  their  many  and,  for  the 
average  reader,  confusing  wars.  Like  the  rulers  in  other  European 
countries  during  that  time,  they  were  largely  men  who  lived  with  sword 
In  hand,  and  several  in  the  line  of  descent  are  recorded  as  having  per¬ 
ished  in  battle.  In  those  days  Irish  kings  were  elected  from  the  royal 
stock  especially  for  their  martial  qualities  and  they  personally  led 
their  armies,  so  that  few  of  them  survived  a  severe  defeat.  Among  the 
0*Devlin  ancestors,  contemporaries  of  Mohammed  and  the  Merovingian 
kings,  were  two  chiefs  of  the  Clan  Owen,  father  and  son,  and  a  grandson 
who  was  high-king,  that  were  all  successively  slain  in  battle. 54 


Suit  Id  fag  ft!  »iU  didflir  900*1^  ho  iarii  ai  eiq^a  dili  lo  taoM 
h  oT  .uTT^^^iM  lo  &injii^99a5(I  9tii  fa9l£jjli8  &SW  anilv9G*0 

-botfoasC  9fil  9T9W  t^iiafaaobnoJrlo  ^imioo  sri)  won  ai  tartw  at  ,fClion  odi 
nn  asw  toiaoooji  suomxaoqB  oeodw  ,(afltnfliflUg^r9n<iO)  rioonnlfl  lo  aiiui 
YioiiT'ioi  9fU  lo  leow  b0£  rUuoa  sdi  cT  .fioiH  oam  ocnoJhuKI  lo  oloao 
^  9rtl  lo  booiiiodft^M  ni  ,aoiaosM  lo  alasbflooBoC  odi  bslquooo 
.doiibfito^  lo^  alrusbnootsC  odt  lo  fansl  ^1  saw  lo  nwot  ntsbofS 

.joJisjhvM  lo  lOflJDid  jt  EMw  fo^lno^oiq  9«odw  td,(aJjibfin9^-l9aoO)  ^ 
saddl  lo  bfl£  ,r:9wO  nalD  odi  lo  8iK>i«iylb  ifiqioniiq  99idi  9dl  oisw  oaodT 
trodw  moTl  ,£0i2iD£M  lo  BlnabnooaoQ  odi  oiow  lu)'X9woq  laorn  sdi 
qldanollsioi  A  .snlld’BooJoaM  baa  aliioM^O  ,alqM  la^oi  9rll  boffifooiB 
moil  iBfiol  l£  lud  .InaORdb  looiib  ^  ^IdanMoiq  ^oiZ  oam  oKlisdiiiM  ol 
lo^isi  »dl  lol  sJiBiopaia^q  £  aaw  ,aid  lo  oviiAloi  Uisialioo  i£9a  m 
9dl  ni  ,!fii9bnobaoJ  bnis  enoiY^  lo  aoisnuoo  9di  won  9ifi  isdw  ni  aisbiod 
to  ai9iiii  wtl  oi  qldaaid  liedj  lo  jnooooA  no  asw  il  S^.e^Ab  nalo  i9i£i 
lo  ^iioq  aidi  bita  ^iivoidlnuM  bevidooijaoilvoCl'O  od)  ladl  nnio  odi 
|L_.aiiIo  9dS  lo  ooliBiotaib  anii  lo  smli  edJ  oi  qu  bounilnoo' aaw  melloqaa. 

S9iL  '***  *1 

(U  es  oJ  boiiolsi  na  lo  alnidmsoBsO  odi  ’^lias  nl' 

^  diiw  liid  ,bn£i9il  lo  aynid-d^id  od  ol  oldl^ils  d^ow  a^id  saodw  ^iiino 
lo  ooilaalljiinoo  a  bna  a^qae  1n5uioqraoo  aii  lo  siodmon  ni  diwoi)  odi 
»di  ,&niId^oJo£M  adl  bos  eilioid'O  9di  lo  abnfid  adi  ni  yiJiodhiJi 
91U  i9Jlfi  bna  /Aoiiiioq  a  ed  oi  baaaoa  aoiSosM  lo  eJuAbndoaad 
imigolAotrag  ^ol  baao  noiiaaisiasb  a  ludi  91001  on^aaw  ^Toiiioo  dinio 
aiilsd  a  lo  daoqa  isialU  lo  aiannA  odT  ifio^  ^di  nl  .floilAOiliinobJ 
-bnada4<X  aitl  hna  aoiSicM  lo  ^Jnabfi^esQ  9dl  ndswied  Id^^iiol  haw  doldw 
<  sd^td:>  asiiiso  99idi  ais  9191U  eianofi'oc^aa  91U  nl  •doabais'l  lo  aina 
ii»d)  lo  zfiSaab  odi  ^oibiooai  ^Utin  9iii  ni  ano  bna  ^Yinlnso  dld^is  edS 

^  .8^d 

•y,»  .r^.  Ff 

Lik  ■'  -  ^  ^ 

lo  fraiunoO  ,ano8  owl  aM  fioi3  oam  oaiisdiuM  lo  dt&gb  odi  laAA  ^ 

biif  qide^fiid^d^d  ad)  ol  boloals  9i9W  bna  8  jfi'^yr:s?d  adli;? 

tol  noiiuloe  a  boinaiioiqoi  an^oi  iniot  dobS  .d9S  moil  Y^mio  b9n;gin 
0  aav  c3nllv9<ro  9di  lo  loiasooa  ,IlannioC  .qlda^aid  ol  amlaXo  iaibi 
bioo9i  isiai’J  lo  alsanA  adT  .iadlal  aid  ea  lohiiaw  a  anomsl  aa  iaomla 
.aooxioioiv  aisw  ladJoid  aid  bnk  ad  doidw  ni  aaillad  xla  lo  Bataan  edi 
•vab  aoxaa  adl  00  ou^lq  adl  lo  beib  avad  ol  biaa  91a  aiadloid  dx>fl 

ol  aallW  ynsM  adi  lo  iianraoC  moil  anoiiaiana^  ndl  aia  ^9dT 
.doaliA  lo  ^13  ,Iiadda<l  lo  IlAximoQ  lo  noe  ,9n99lmxiiG  lo  dbiadooX 
naiO  lo  9dl  d^jo^l  abnalxa  insoaab  nilv^'O  9dl  boxioq  aidl  sa^uiG 
auoil^ab  oaodT  .IjtfiaiaiJ  lo  a^ii'd^iH  aiaw  modw  lo  xle  ,83aii  nawO 
adl  ni  bnH.Y&ni  edaiaxiom  aaadl  lo  aavH  aril  luoda  noilaoxiolnl  910m  lo 
9dJ  lol  ,bna  liodi^lo'^alnuqooa  baliAiab  laom  ddl  alanna  daitlv 
n£9^iu3  laillo  ni  aialoi  ddl  ailU  .aiaw  sniaulnoo  .lahjcai  a^aiava 
biowaiiJlw  b9v/l  odw  nacn  '{lagiai  aiaw  ^adl  ,9mll  JadJ  ^Jiub^aaiiinxioo 
*iaq  ^tiad  ea  babiooai  aia  laaaaablo  anil  adl  ni  laiavai?  bna  ;fM)ad  ni 
ia^i  aiU  moil  bala  als  91  aw  a^id  daiil  axab  aaodl  nl  -ajilad  ni  badaJ 
bei  ^i^osiaq  yadl  bns  aaililaxip  lainatn^  liMfl  lol  xiif,b>aq^  doola 
9dJ  ^odiA'^rutalab  oiavae  a  b  3Ylviim  msdl  lo  wel  ladl  08',8al^^^a^liadl 
xti:i:9aiYpi9M  ^dJ  baa  bammadoM  lo  aai'iaioqnxalnoo  ,8iote9ona  riiiv9C[*0 
noabnais  a  bni*,no8  bus  ladlal  .nawO  nalO  adl  lo  alaido  owl  9i'aw  «8said 
^S.slllad  fli  niala  xlayiaa^oouE  ila  91 9W  ladl  ,^d‘dsid  aaw  odw 
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The  causes  for,  and  the  results  of,  these  wars  of  the  Clan  Owen 
kings  are  proper  subjects  of  investigation  by  the  general  historian,  but 
such  an  inquiry  would  lead  us  too  far  afield  in  this  attempt  to  disentangle 
the  story  of  a  minor  Ulster  sept  from  the  chaotic  history  of  Ireland 
during  the  clan  days.  It  is  not  until  the  thirteenth  century,  more  than 
eight  hundred  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  Clan  Owen  in  Ulster, 
that  we  find  the  first  unmistakable  reference  to  the  O'Devlins  of  Tyrone 
in  The  Lament  for  O^Neill  by  the'^Clan  Owen  bard  MacNaritee.  It  would 
not  appear  necessary  to  give  more  than  a  brief  outline  of  the  clan's 
history  during  this  period,  extending  as  it  does  from  a  time  when  the 
Roman  legions  were  still  in  Britain,  against  whom  Owen  may  very  well 
have  fought  in  his  father's  British  campaigns,  to  the  reign  of  Henry  III 
of  England.  Owen  was  a  contemporary  of  the  Emperor  Theodosius,  and 
his  grandson  Murkertac  mac  Erca  flourished  in  the  time  of  Justinian 
and  Clovis,  whereas  we  do  not  hear  of  the  O' Devlins  until  some  forty 
years  after  the  signing  of  Magna  Carta.  j 

Before  recording  some  of  the  more  important  events  in  the  history 
of  the  Clan  Owen  it  may  be  advisable  to  make  a  few  preliminary  remarks 
about  its  territorial  boundaries,  as  well  as  to  say  something  concerning  . 
the  general  nature  of  the  wars  in  which  it  engaged.  If  it  may  appear 
that  an  undue  consideration  is  given  to  the  wars  of  the  clan,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  epochs  of  peace  were  not  ordinarily  so  eventful  or  so 
dramatic  as  to  receive  much  attention  by  the  Irish  annalists,  and  it 
should  also  be  considered  that  of  all  the  Irish  provinces  Ulster  was 
most  prolific  of  wars.  There  is  an  old  saying  that  gives  the  distin- 
quishing  characteristics  of  Connaught,  Ulster,  Leinster,  Munster  and 
Meath:  "Knowledge  in  the  West,  Battle  in  the  North,  Prosperity  in  the 
East,  Music  in  the  South,  Kingship  in  the  Center,"  and  another  that  says: 
"Her  battles  also,  and  her  contentions,  her  hardihood,  her  rough  places, 
her  strifes,  her  unprofitableness,  her  pride,  her  captures,  her  assaults, 
her  wars,  her  conflicts,  from  the  northern  part  in  the  north. "55  it 
would  be  interesting  to  learn  why  the  northern  parts  of  countries,  no 
matter  what  may  be  their  latitude  relative  to  that  of  other  nations,  gen¬ 
erally  tend  to  produce  a  more  aggressive  people  than  those  of  their  own 
race  to  the  south. 

At  first  the  Clan  Owen  occupied  the  peninsula  of  Inishowen,  with 
their  capital  at  Ailech,  and  the  greater  part  of  what  is  now  the  barony 
of  Raphoe  in  Donegal.  Later  they  took  over  about  a  third  of  northern 
Donegal,  including  land  assigned  at  the  period  of  the  conquest  to  Enna, 
whose  stock  had  not  prospered  like  that  of  his  brothers  Owen  and  Conall, 
and  which  eventually  sank  into  insignificance  after  the  loss  of  their 
land.56  The  Clan  Owen  also  held  suzerainty  from  an  early  period  over 
what  is  now  the  county  of  Londonderry  and  northern  Tyrone;_all  this 
territory,  and  later  additions  to  the  south,  being  known  as  Tir  Eoghain, 
land  of  Owen,  afterwards 'anglicized  as  Tyrone  and  now  confined  as  a 
designation  to  the  limits  of  the  modern  county.  The  Clan  Conall  at  first 
occupied  the  southern  part  of  Donegal,  but  later  gained  ail  of  that  terri¬ 
tory,  including  Inishowen  (meaning  in  Irish  "island  of  Owen"),  the 
original  headquarters  of  the  Clan  Owen.  The  latter,  in  the  course  of 
centuries,  pushed  south  through  Tyrone  into  Monaghan  and  Armagh, 
where  they  assumed  a  sort  of  protectorate  over  septs  of  the  Clan  Colla. 
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A  branch  of  the  ruling  sept,  the  O'Neills  of  Clandeboy,  also  crossed  the 
Bann  River  into  Antrim,  where  they  established  themselves  so  strongly 
in  their  capital  at  Rathmore,  near  what  is  now  the  town  of  Antrim,  that 
in  after  years  we  find  them  waging  war  with  their  kindred  in  Tyrone. 

Although  the  original  capital  of  the  clan  was  at  Ailech,  even  before 
the  destruction  of  that  stronghold  by  Murkertac  O'Brien  (King  of  Cashel 
in  Munster)  in  1101,  the  heads  of  the  Clan  Owen  had  transferred  their 
seat  of  government  to  Tullaghoge  (pronounced  locally  Tellyhog),  while 
still  retaining  the  title  King  of  Ailech. 57  Tullaghoge  is  situated  in 
southeastern  Tyrone,  immediatelv  adjacent  on  the  west  to  the  land  of 
Munterevlin,  where  we  find  the  Ouevlins  established  when  they  are 
first  mentioned  in  history.  Later,  about  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  O'Neills  selected  Dungannon  as  their  capital,  to  the  south 
of  Tullaghoge  and*  some  half  dozen  miles  southwest  of  Munterevlin. 

When  the  kings  of  the  Clan  Owen  moved  their  seat  to  Tullaghoge,  they 
found  themselves  in  the  midst  of  their  own  kinsmen,  who  had  driven  the 
Clan  Colla  from  this  country  and  had  set  up  a  "free”  kingdom  which  was, 
at  first,  an  enclave  in  the  midst  of  tributary  states. 58 

The  annals  do  not  enable  us  to  gain  a  clear  perception  of  how,  or 
at  what  precise  time,  the  Clan  Colla  was  driven  from  this  territory. 

The  annalists'  preoccupation  was  almost  exclusively  with  details.  They 
give  facts,  but  few  explanations,  since  they  seem  to  have  had  little  feel¬ 
ing  for  historical  trends.  It  is  often  as  difficult  to  write  a  general 
history  from  material  contained  in  their  pages  as  it  would  be  to  write  a 
history  of  our  times  from  the  contents  of  a  private  diary.  We  know  that 
sometimes,  in  the  expansion  of  a  xlominant  sept  or  clan,  land  waS  seized 
outright  and  the  prior  owners  were  immediately  dispossessed,  but  at 
other  times  land  was  acquired  by  a  more  gradual  process.  Overlords 
of  the  ruler's  family  were  established  in  newly  won  territory.  At  first 
the  rights  of  the  previous  owners  were  preserved,  but  in  the  course  of 
time,  on  various  pretexts,  appanages  were  established  in  succeeding 
generations  for  branches  of  the  overlord's  sept,  until  finally  all  or  most 
of  the  original  owners  were  ousted  from  their  possessions. 59  These 
remarks  apply,  of  course,  only  to  the  upper  classes.  The  mass  of  the 
people,  who  were  unrelated  to  the  ruling  dynasties,  were  probably  com¬ 
paratively  little  affected  in  their  status  by  these  changes. 

The  Clan  Colla  may  have  been  deprived  of  their  land  west  of 
Lough  Neagh  by  a  gradual  process,  or  their  expulsion  may  have  been 
the  result  of  a  victory  like  that  of  E  mania's  conquest  by  the  Three 
Collas.  Perhaps  the  first  Clan  Owen  infiltration  into  what  was  after¬ 
wards  their  kingdom  of  Tullaghoge  may  date  from  827,  when  Niall  Caille, 
King  of  Ailech  and  High-king  of  Ireland  (a  contemporary  of  Egbert,  the 
first  King  of  England)  won  the  decisive  battle  of  Leth  Camm  over  the 
Clan  Colla.  This  victory  brought  much  of  the  latter's  land  under  Clan 
Owen  control,  leading  some  centuries  later  to  the  occupation  of  Armagh 
itself,  the  ecclesiastical  capital  of  Ireland,  in  former  Clan  Colla  terri¬ 
tory.  At  any  rate  the  Clan  Owen  was  certainly  in  undisputed  possession 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Tullaghoge  prior  to  the  year  1000. 
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Both  because  of  their  remote  situation,  and  perhaps  also  because 
of  the  good  defensive  features  of  their  territory  from  a  military  point 
of  view  (being  largely  protected  on  the  south  and  east  against  land 
Invasion  by  forests,  rivers  and  broad  lakes),60  the  Clan  Owen  and  the 
Clan  Conall  remained,  until  their  downfall  in  the  early  seventeenth 
century,  the  least  subject  to  foreign  influence  of  the  great  Milesian  clans. 
At  first  they  refused  any  form  of  allegiance  to  the  Norman  Invaders,  but 
afterwards  made  what  amounted  to  an  acknowledgment  of  precedence  to 
the  English  monarch.  This  precedence,  however,  was  no  more  than  that 
which  the  provincial  kings  had  granted  to  the  high-king  in  former  times, 
while  retaining  complete  autonomy  in  their  own  kingdoms.  Even  after 
0*Neill  had  accepted  the  title  Earl  of  Tyrone,  he  preserved  effective 
jurisdiction  in  his  own  country  until  the  time  of  the  Flight  of  the  Earls 
In  1607. 

The  wars  of  the  Clan  Owen  may  be  classified  under  three  heads; 
domestic,  with  the  Clan  Conall,  and  foreign.  Their  civil  wars  were  the 
'result  either  of  disputes  over  succession  to  the  throne  by  rival  claimants 
of  the  same  sept,  or  were  caused  by  the  pretensions  of  competing  septs 
to  headship  of  the  clan.  Of  the  latter  the  most  important  was  the  struggle 
between  the  MacLoughlins  and  the  O^ Neills,  from  which  the  O^ Neills 
emerged  victorious.  The  ancestors  of  the  O^Devlins  were  eliminated 
from  contentions  for  the  kingship  in  the  tenth  century.  The  last 
rigdomna,  or  eligible  royal  heir,  in  their  line  of  descent,  according  to 
the  Laws  of  Heritage,  was  Shaughnessy  (Seachnasach),  great-grandson 
of  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  King  of  Ailech,  and  grandfather  of  Devlin, 
eponymcus  ancestor  of  the  O^ Devlins.  According  to  Brehon  Law, 
Shaughnessy  was  closely  enough  related  to  a  former  monarch  to  have 
been  eligible  for  election  either  to  the  throne  of  Ailech  or  to  the  high- 
kingship  of  Ireland,  but  since  he  was  not  so  selected,  his  descendants 
lost  their  legal  claims  to  those  positions.  From  Shaughnessy's  time  his 
posterity  merged  with  the  nobility  of  the  clan,  probably  a  more  secure 
if  less  exalted  status  than  that  held  by  those  septs  who  were  contenders 
for  the  kingship.  The  history  of  the  Clan  Owen  is  punctuated  by  inces¬ 
sant  wars  between  ’’eligibles”.  Even  after  a  claimant  had  been  elected 
king,  he  was  exposed  throughout  his  reign  to  the  dangers  of  rebellion  or 
assassination.  Family  after  family  were  eliminated,  in  fact  sometimes 
practically  wiped  out,  until  finally  the  O'Neills  alone  were  left  to  fight 
among  themselves  over  the  succession.  This  they  continued  to  do  during 
the  four  centuries  that  intervened  between  the  destruction  of  their  rivals 
the  MacLoughlins  and  the  end  of  the  clan  system. 

Between  the  Clan  Owen  and  the  Clan  Conall  there  were  centuries 
of  warfare.  Hostility  between  the  two  clans  dates  from  a  battle  that  was 
fought  in  615.  Before  that  time  they  had  maintained  tribal  solidarity 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  a  continuance  of  the  great  fraternal  affection 
that  is  said  to  have  subsisted  between  their  founders,  but  after  that  date 
their  rivalry  lasted  for  almost  a  thousand  years. 61  The  Clan  Owen  had. 
In  general,  the  precedence,  since  they  furnished  a  majority  of  the  high- 
kings  that  were  chosen  from  the  northern  branch  of  the  Descendants  of 
Niall.  In  fact  from  the  early  part  of  the  eighth  century  the  Clan  Owen 
pre-empted  this  right.  Thereafter  their  only  rivals  for  the  high-kingship 
were  the  southern  Descendants  of  Niall  (Clan  Colman),  who  also  supplied 
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high-klngs  in  fairly  regular  alternation  until  1002,62  when  a  Heberian 
king,  Brian  Boru,  assumed  a  title  that  had  been  held  by  the  issue  of 
Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages  for  nearly  six  centuries. 

In  spite  of  the  superior  titular  status  of  the  Clan  Owen,  the  Clan 
Conall  not  only  retained  their  original  territory,  but  were  also  success¬ 
ful,  as  we  have  seen,  in  depriving  the  Clan  Owen  of  their  ancient  seat  of 
power  in  Inishowen.  Even  as  late  as  1522  the  O^Donnells,  Princes  and 
later  Earls  of  Tyrconnell,  who  held  the  same  precedency  in  the  Clan 
Conall  as  did  the  O'Neills  in  the  Clan  Owen,  overwhelmingly  defeated 
the  latter  at  the  Battle  of  Knockavoe. 

The  Clan  Owen  was  engaged  at  various  periods  in  wars  with  the 
Norse  invaders,  with  the  Irian  clans  (Ulidians  or  Clanna  Rury),  and  also 
with  their  own  septs  in  Antrim  and  with  the  Connachta  in  Connaught. 

They  even  extended  their  wars  to  Munster,  where  they  fought  with 
Heberian  septs  like  the  O'Briens.  Their  campaigns  against  the  Here- 
monians  of  Leinster  generally  originated  in  an  attempt  to  collect  the 
Borumha  Tribute  from  the  habitually  refractory  Leinstermen.  It  was 
not  so  much  from  greed  that  these  costly  and  sometimes  disastrous  wars 
against  Leinster  were  waged,  but  rather  because  each  new  high-king  of 
the  Progeny  of  Conn  felt  that  his  reputation  would  suffer  if  he  did  not 
make  at  least  one  effort  during  his  reign  to  collect  what  had  been  for  so 
many  centuries  regarded  as  a  symbol  of  racial  superiority.  Although 
generally  on  the  defensive,  the  Leinstermen  often  proved  themselves 
dangerous  adversaries  in  their  own  territory.  The  annals  state  that  in 
718  (the  year  when  the  Caliph  Suleiman  made  his  unsuccessful  assault 
on  Constantinople),  Fergal  "of  valiant  fight",  one  of  the  high-kings  in 
the  Devlin  genealogy,  and  a  contemporary  of  Charles  Martel,  was 
defeated  and  slain  by  the  numerically  inferior  Leinster  army  at  the 
"vigorous"  Battle  of  Almhain.  "Vigorous"  it  must  have  been,  since  the 
annals  further  state  that  "nine  was  the  number  of  persons  that  fled  with 
panic  and  lunacy  from  this  battle.  Seven  thousand  was  the  number  that 
fell  on  both  sides  between  them. "63 

After  the  Norman  Invasion,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth  century 
the  Clan  Owen  chiefs  fought  during  four  centuries,  at  first  with  Norman 
lords  in  eastern  Ulster  and  in  northern  Meath  and  Connaught,  and  after¬ 
wards  with  English  generals  until  they  were  finally  overthrown  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Taking  up  the  general  history  of  the  Clan  Owen,  the  first  event  of 
major  importance  after  its  foundation  was  the  missionary  journey  said 
to  have  been  made  into  its  territory  by  St.  Patrick,  about  the  middle  of 
the  fifth  century,  when  the  rulers  of  the  clan  were  converted  to  Chris¬ 
tianity.  For  several  centuries  after  that  time  the  center  of  western 
European  learning  and  culture  was  to  be  found  in  Ireland,  and  especially 
at  Armagh  in  Ulster,  the  ecclesiastical  capital.  St.  Patrick  may  have 
chosen  a  site  adjacent  to  the  ruins  of  E mania  for  this  purpose  not  only 
because  of  its  cultural  reputation  under  the  former  Irian  kings,  but  also 
perhaps  in  order  to  abate,  if  possible,  the  bitterness  that  continued  to 
exist  between  the  dispossessed  Irians  and  the  Clan  Colla,  by  giving  them 
a  common  object  of  veneration  to  replace  what,  by  its  former  associations. 
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was  a  reminder  of  old  hatreds.  Although  what  may  have  been  the  saint's 
Intention  was  unfortunately  not  fulfilled  in  this  respect,  Armagh  became 
the  most  famous  shrine  of  Ireland  and  one  of  the  focus  points  of  Irish 
'  culture.  After  the  inundation  of  the  Roman  Empire  by  pagan  tribes,  it 
was  from  Armagh,  and  other  Irish  centers  of  learning,  that  missionaries 
journeyed  to  what  are  now  Scotland,  England,  France^  Belgium,  Germany, 
Austria,  Switzerland,  and  northern  Italy,  in  order  to  reintroduce 
Christianity  in  those  countries.  On  the  Continent  they  founded  more 
than  sixty  missions.  Including  one  as  far  distant  as  Kiev  in  Russia.64 
Their  labors  also  served  incidentally  to  revive  the  study  of  the  ancient 
classical  writings,  since  a  knowledge  of  both  Latin  and  Greek  were 
retained  in  Ireland  at  a  time  when  their  use  had  been  discontinued  in 
much  of  western  Europe. 

After  their  conversion  to  Christianity  and  the  assertion  of  their 
ruler's  rights  to  the  high-kingship  by  Murkertac  mac  Erca,  in  the  sixth 
century,  the  Clan  Owen  started  a  gradual  expansion  of  its  territory 
towards  the  south  and  east  that  continued  for  centuries.  The  most 
spectacular  events  in  the  clan's  history  during  the  eighth,  ninth  and 
tenth  centuries,  were  the  Danish  invasions.  These  marauders  were  so 
bold  that  they  sailed  up  the  Bann  River  and  appeared  on  Lough  Neagh 
with  their  fleets.  In  the  year  838,  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters 
state  that  "a  marine  fleet  of  the  foreigners  took  up  on  Lough  Neagh, 
and  the  Danes  practised  their  wonted  courses,  the  territories  and 
churches  of  the  north  of  Ireland  being  plundered  and  spoiled  by  them." 
The  Danes  (referred  to  in  the  annals  as  the  "Gentiles"  or  "Foreigners") 
were  again  on  Lough  Neagh  in  895,  and  in  that  year  seized  "the  garment 
of  Patrick",  a  holy  relic  in  one  of  the  churches.  Another  entry  speaks 
of  them  as  still  on  the  lake  as  late  as  943,  when  they  were  badly 
,  defeated  and  their  king  slain  by  Domnall  O'Neill,  King  of  Ailech,  the 
first  to  bear  the  surname  O'Neill. 

These  Danish  expeditions  were  of  an  amphibious  nature  and 
furnish  an  interesting  example  of  the  use  to  which  sea  power  could  be 
adapted  on  this  largest  of  Irish  lakes.  The  Norse  ships  were  well  fitted 
for  such  raids,  being  of  light  draught,  but  strongly  built  and  seaworthy. 
They  were  propelled  both  by  sail  and  by  oars,  and  in  rivers  such  as  the 
Bann,  where  shallow  rapids  were  encountered,  they  were  dragged  over¬ 
land.  Skilled  as  the  Danes  were  in  sea  warfare,  and  using  their  ships 
as  mobile  forts,  it  was  difficult  for  the  Irish  to  attack  them  successfully 
with  the  means  at  their  disposal.65 

The  ancestors  of  the  O'Devlins  had  probably  not  yet  occupied 
Munterevlin,  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Neagh,  while  the  Danes  were  raid¬ 
ing  in  that  section,  but  it  is  possible  that  these  incursions  contributed 
to  the  later  Clan  Owen  seizure  of  this  territory  by  weakening  the  branch 
of  the  Clan  Colla  who  were  in  possession  of  that  part  of  Ulster. 

The  son  of  Niall  Caille,  victor  at  Leth  Camm,  was  Aedh  Fair-gray 
(Flnnliath).  a  contemporary  of  Alfred  the  Great.  According  to  O'Clery's 
Genealogy,  Aedh  was  the  last  common  ancestor  of  the  O'Devlins  and  the 
O  Neills.  During  his  reign  as  high-king  (861-877)  he  achieved  a  distin¬ 
guished  reputation  as  a  warrior  by  his  victories  over  the  Danes,  whom 
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In  866  he  finally  expelled  from  all  their  strongholds  in  northern  Ireland. 
After  that  date  they  made  no  more  permanent  settlements  north  of 
Dublin  and  Limerick. 66  The  Annals  of  Ulster  become  poetical  in 
recording  Aedh’s  death  in  879:  "On  the  twelfth  of  the  musical  Kalends 
of  December,  fierce  its  tempests,  died  the  noblest  of  princes  Aedh  of 
Ailech,  chief  king  of  the  Gaels.  A  steady,  manly  man,  of  whose  fame 
Ireland  was  full,  a  shield  against  hidden  dangers,  of  the  stout  stock  of 
the  sons  of  Milesius." 

Aedh's  son,  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  King  of  Ailech,  but  not,  like  his 
father.  High-king  of  Ireland,  was  the  last  royal  progenitor  of  the 
O^Devlins.  He  is  mentioned  frequently  in  the  annals,  who  say  of  him 
"In  the  later  ages  there  was  not  a  royal  hero  equal  to  Domnall."  Like 
his  ancestor  Niall  of  the  Showers  (Frasach),  who  died  as  a  pilgrim  in 
St.  Columba^s  island  of  Iona,  Domnall  abdicated  and  "took  the  palmer* s 
staff"  in  911,  and  four  years  later  "died  in  penance  at  the  vernal 
equinox."  On  his  abdication  the  kingship  passed  to  his  younger  brother 
Niall  Black -knee  (Glundubh),  eponym  of  the  0*Neills,  who  probably  came 
by  his  nickname  from  the  un-Irish  habit  of  wearing  body  armor,  after 
the  Danish  custom.67  Domnall*s  cognomen  of  Dabhall  seems  to  have 
been  derived  from  the  Irish  name  for  the  Blackwater  River,  which 
enters  Lough  Neagh  south  of  Munterevlin.  He  may  have  been  either 
born  or  fostered  on  its  banks,  or  have  retired  to  a  monastery  in  its 
vicinity  after  his  abdication.68 

Eochaidh,  a  contemporary  of  the  German  king  Henry  the  Fowler, 
was  a  son  of  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  and  ancestor  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene 
(Fir  Droma  Lighean),  also  known  as  the  Ui  Echach  Droma  Lighean  or 
race  of  Eochaidh  of  Drumleene.  Since  this  prince  was  closely  related 
to  the  ancestors  of  the  O* Neills  and  the  MacLoughlins,  he  profited  by 
the  policy  of  favoritism  towards  relatives  that  was  characteristic  of 
Clan  Owen  rulers,  being  granted  land  in  what  is  now  the  barony  of 
Raphoe,  Donegal,  north  of  the  town  of  Lifford.  This  territory  was 
named  Drumleene,  meaning  in  Irish  "Ridge  of  the  Lighe",  a  stream  that 
has  been  identified  with  the  Swilly  Burn,  a  tributary  of  Lough  Foyle. 69 
According  to  The  Book  of  Fenagh,  this  was  "mensal"  land  of  the  Clan 
Owen  kings,  and  therefore  available  as  an  appanage  for  a  scion  of  the 
royal  stock. 70 

Eochaidh  came  into  possession  of  Drumleene  in  the  early  part  of 
the  tenth  century.  Later,  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  undeter¬ 
mined,  his  descendants  the  Men  of  Drumleene  appear  to  have  been 
expelled  from  their  land  in  Donegal.  By  that  time,  however,  a  branch 
of  Eochaidh* s  issue  were  probably  already  located  on  territory  in 
eastern  Tyrone,  where  their  two  leading  septs,  the  0*Devlins  and  the 
0*Donnellys,  were  established  in  close  proximity  to  the  0*Neill  capital, 
first  at  Tullaghoge  and  later  at  Dungannon.  When  this  property  was 
apportioned,  Munterevlin  to  the  0*Devlins  and  Ballydonnelly  to  the 
O  Donnellys,  the  two  tracts  may  have  been  contiguous,  but  at  the  time 
of  the  Confiscations  in  the  seventeenth  century  they  were  separated  by 
several  miles  of  land  belonging  to  other  septs.  From  the  location  and 
extent  of  their  holdings  in  Tyrone,  it  appears  likely  that  the  Men  of 
Drumleene  received  this  grant  when  that  division  of  the  clan  to  which 
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they  belonged  acquired  the  land  west  of  Lough  Neagh.  There  is  some 
evidence  that,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Clan  Colla,  this  territory  had 
at  first  been  occupied  by  another  branch  of  the  Clan  Owen  which,  in 
turn,  was  displaced  by  the  Descendants  of  MacErca. 

The  annals  do  not  furnish  much  help  in  obtaining  a  clear  picture 
of  these  wars  between  clans  and  divisions  of  clans,  but  it  is  probable 
that  at  some  time  during  the  latter  part  of  the  tenth  century,  perhaps 
during  the  reign  of  Domnall  O* Neill,  King  of  Ailech,  (died  980),  when 
conditions  in  that  country  musi  have  been  extremely  chaotic,  the 
ancestors  of  the  O^Devlins  first  occupied  the  territory  later  known  as 
Munterevlin.71  This  conclusion  is  not  only  based  on  an  interpretation 
of  various  entries  in  the  Irish  annals,  but  also  results  from  deductions 
arrived  at  by  an  analysis  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene. 

When  this  new  kingdom  was  occupied  by  the  ancestors  of  the  Neills 
and  the  MacLoughlins,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  tenth  century,  the  land 
would  more  likely  have  been  parcelled  out  to  close  rather  than  to 
distant  relatives.  At  this  time  the  Men  of  Drumleene  may  have  still 
possessed  an  eligible  royal  heir  in  the  person  of  Shaughnessy,  great- 
grandson  of  Domnall  of  Dabhall  (died  915),  and  this  grant  of  newly 
acquired  territory  may  have  been  made  to  him  and  his  heirs  as  indem¬ 
nification  for  their  exclusion  from  the  line  of  succession  to  the  kingship, 
and  also  possibly  as  compensation  for  military  services  leading  to  its 
conquest.  It  does  not  seem  likely  that  the  Men  of  Drumleene  would 
have  received  large  allotments  of  land  in  the  new  kingdom  much  after 
the  time  of  its  conquest,  since  with  succeeding  generations  their  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  ruling  septs  would  have  become  more  distant  and  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  obligation  towards  them  less  pressing,  especially  after  their 
legal  claims  to  the  throne  had  lapsed.  It  also  appears  probable  that,  in  ' 
the  course  of  time,  land  so  near  the  O^Neill  capital  would  have  been 
divided  among  close  kinsmen  of  the  ruling  sept,  unless  it  had  previously 
been  allotted  to  more  distant  relatives  at  or  about  the  time  of  its 
acquisition.  In  fact  the  Neills  of  Ulster  were  noted  among  the  royal 
septs  for  the  lavish  and  aggressive  manner  in  which  they  provided 
appanages  for  their  various  branches.  By  the  seventeenth  century  their 
widely  scattered  possessions  extended  over  most  of  the  territory  under 
their  control. 

The  genealogy  of  the  O^Devlins'  eponymous  ancestor  is  given  in 
various  genealogies,  including  that  of  Cucogry  (Peregrine)  O'Clery,  one 
of  the  Four  Masters  who  composed  the  annals,  and  appears  in  full  in 
Appendix  I  to  this  volume.  Since  we  have  the  dates  of  deaths  of  Devlin* s 
great-great-great-grandfather  (Domnall  of  Dabhall,  died  915)  and  of  his 
great-great -grandson  (Giolla  mac  Liag  O* Donnelly,  killed  in  battle  1177), 
it  is  probable  that  Devlin  (Doibhilen)  flourished  about  the  middle  of  the 
eleventh  century  and  was  therefore  a  contemporary  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  Devlin^s  father  was  the  eponymous  ancestor  of  the  related 
sept  -  the  O* Donnellys.  According  to  The  Annals  of  Ulster  a  king  of 
Ailech,  who  like  Devlin  was  fifth  in  descent  from  Domnall  of  Dabhall, 
died  in  1083.  The  family  name  of  this  king  was  Ua  Maelsechlainn, 
which  has  been  anglicized  as  0*Melaghlin,  but  should  not  be  confused 
with  the  more  famous  0*Melaghlin  kings  of  the  southern  branch  of  the 
Descendants  of  Niall,  who  lived  in  Meath.  After  a  few  generations  the 
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dio*  «i  9T^  S*»«9W  I(:stf#a  h)  >B«w  bMd  »dJ  bM^upo*  T*dJ 

Jwirt  r*Ol*n95  aJrtf  »/tiloO  nftiOi«it}  lo  f!oleJu<4j69  ari*  t^ftc  .1^  f^oa^b^re 
ai  .itel^w  fl9wO  o«IO  9(li  lo  ^ 

j  '.f  4>rv  .iwiSoaK  io  8d»istton8329Q  «rtl  td  b9Q«iq»ib  »xw  ^lui 

9iifi^i(l  liisid  B  jpt/il&kto  nJ  lioiiAi  A)ti\a%iA  Ion  ob  Bl^iuis  9d*V-  ^ 
aldfidoiq  bLU  iu4  *anjit5)  lo  looieivfb  ft/uj  anxlo  osowlod  ai^w  aaodi  lo 
aqirinoq  ^x^in90  diaol  aril  lo  Imq  loJial  oil!  anJu/b  90111  ecooa  iB  i«dl 
asrt'**  l»]b)  4oaIiA  lo  ifUJf  ,lli9W'0  llfiwaoa  lo  fiiloi  edl  aniaob 
aAl'^JoAdo  tie/n9iJK9^nbfKi  ovud  jeimo  t'»>OBioo  buU  al  AnoWbnoo 
as  fiwofld  9i|l  b'slqoooo  iitil  asiivaO'O  sdS  lo  aioiaaoo* 

noii£^9ic|ie4rul  ns  no  bs^s-rxl  ion  ai  noleiidortoo*  aldT  IT^^nilvoiotoiiM 
&fiOiloiiba^mo*tl  oabft  iMd  ,8i9/!nfi  daiti  odJ  oi  asiiifis  auoii^v  lo 

'  .^noobtwtQ  Id  «li  lo  odi  lo  as  i*  bovliTS 

sUisVi^Oj^  \u  aisMaanM  bilquoao  asw  oodW 

"  biud  ftdl  t^uiooo  dl«9t  fM;J  to  aoUfil  adl  ,am4riatto4o«M  odJ  boa 

;  ?  '  •  of  n^di  laiijai  pso^o  oi  suo  i^lpoisq  n^sd  wad  siom  bluow 

?  lUta  wad  .'{filft  9«99imuiCX  lo  naM  sfW  airfl  lA  .»9v/lal9i  iti&ialb 

♦  lo  fioaioq  9dJ  ni  tio/i  lato'*  as  bwawfioq " 

j*  ^  b>  joins  8«UU  bfta  ,(dI6  bs^)  liaddjKl  lo  ILaniWoCI  lo  noaboaijl 

•nsobfii  St  8*iiad  8hi  bafi  d^M  ol  abJMo  iioad  wad  xsai  \c%o|iTi9#  bwlwpo* 
bdi  ol  nortf^ooua  to  aali  9df  flBoit  aalauloxa  ilodf  lol  nofiaoitio 
all  oJ  s^lbsoJ  soofvTW  yxsUlpa  wd  aoiifeiiaoqaioo  aa  ^Idiaboq  oblfi  boa 
bJUiow  eawimiiiG  lo  naM  odl  tdJIj  isxasa  joa  ^oob  il^^iEsopfioo 

T9tto  doiiixr  mob^lil  wan  %<U  at  basi  to  elnomlolia  sjifil  bovioowi  arsd 
-jt4oi  T/wij  aooilfiaisnas  snIMsostfO  iWw  sohfa  .janupnoo  aSt  to  amll  adf 
-isal  M  bfiju  toalBtb  aiom  ‘«noD«J  avad  Wi#ow  siqaa  gftitot  adl  oJ  qiiUoolf 
i  i)«dj  xafta  tilaioaq^  ,^aa9*iq  «aoI  aadl  dbiawoj  iioiJiislWo  to  gal 

IB  ^  Rl  ^stii  aWtodotq  #iao^  oaU  U  .baeqai  bi-d  onoidJ  adl  of  tuolaio  Us»l 
aaad  ayad  wibw  (sUqsp  liiaW'O  atfi  iiian  oa  bn«i  ,aniif  to  ‘i-aiooo  adf 
yi&uoWoTq  bad  U  asplaa  ^iqaE  jnitoi  ariJ  to  nomanid  aaolo  oabhrib 

ais  lo  acDlJ  arti  jiioda  to  to  aavi lAiat  toalalb  aiojn  of  boitolla  naad 
toyoi  afiJ  bojqo  ot#w  lo’aliitM'O  adJ  j!>al  ni  .noIllatof^R 

b^bjvctq  yadl  doidw  sil  'i^mtsra  wieaa^sjic  bna  rieivaf  adf  tol  afqM 
^  txdiii  yixjuiaj  dinaainavaa  ‘jilj  ..aadanAtd  zsoiiic^^iiwil  tol  a&sanaqqR 
4  iptjsu/  t^olittaf  sAi  to  isoca  lavo  baboajjta  snoiaaaaaoq  bstojtooa  yiabhr 
*}  ^  V  .loiJfloo  ti^ 

I  ■*  ■■' 

ni  navis  ^  totoaonfi  ajjomynoqa  'eniivaQ'O  ariJ  to  ysuLeacas  adT 
\  w  .xxsiOt)  C'^nsats^iy  rt^gaoaO  to  todl  sn/botoni  ^aaisoUaiibs  enoHsr 
1  ni  ni  siaaq-ii  bnn  ,alH5imis  adt  baisoqinoa  odw  sialatAI  tool  adi  lo 

!  a'aiiva^  to  Pdtoab  to  aatob  aili  avsd  aw  aoni€  .amiilov  aidJ  of  1  xlbnaqqA 
'  aid  to  brjt  Xett  bait  .itodctoa  lo  14£nnioa)  tadji^ii&iS-toats^i«aiS-toais 

1,(rTll  4i«$jd  tti" baiHi  .y^lsaaod^  asm  JUioiD)  aoabas^sss^n-iMe^i 
adi  to  aihbiia  ©dJ  taoito  badaitiioft  (fiaIi;c^dfcQ)  niWsG  todJ  aldi«lotq  al  H 
adl  *B5.tUJW  to  yiBToqCiaioon  s  aiolatadi  paw  bns  ytolnao  dinaralb 
J  baiiiai  adl  to  toJtiaoHS  eoomynoqa  adl  enw  tadJid  aViivaQ^  .lotanpoop 

I  lo  yiid  s  tatiUU  to  qj^xnA  odT  of  SbibioooA^  .a^iiaoaaO'p  adl  -  iQ^ 

I  ^iiiddSO  to  id<7il  inaoaab  ni  dilil  ai:w  fl.ilvaa  adil  odw  «il9«UA 

I  .i,nfti»iTlDa*U»f>M  l?niii  airU  to  ©man  t&»«l  *WOI  ni  baib 

I  bwototi;)  ad  ton  btooda  /iitd»niaM'0  as  bt^xtoil^nn  aaad  wtd  daldw. 

]f  to'*(<;>ftaTd  ntadtuua  aitl  So^agnii  Ai(d]|aialA"0  84»o»al  atoos  arij  dilw 

^  ^  4i||^-eiu><U4*xanas  wal  s  tailA  -diaiidd  ni  bavil  odw  lo  ainsftoaoaaCl 
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O'Melaghlins  of  the  North  ceased  to  be  contenders  for  the  kingship  of 
Ailech,  leaving  the  field  clear  for  the  epic  contest  between  the  two  rival 
houses  of  MacLoughlin  and  O’Neill. 

With  the  exception  of  Devlin’s  genealogy,  we  know  nothing  of  this 
noble,  whose  memory  has  been  immortalized  in  the  surname  now  borne 
by  thousands  of  his  descendants.  He  has  also  left  a  constant  reminder 
of  his  obscure  existence  in  the  modern  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin. 
As  can  be  seen  from  his  genealogy,  Devlin  had  a  numerous  progeny,  but 
only  one  branch  of  his  descendants  has  commemorated  his  name  in  their 
patronymic.  Nearly  thirty  generations  have  elapsed  since  his  time,  and 
so  far  as  is  known  no  records  are  extant  that  would  enable  us  to  connect 
any  living  Devlin  with  his  eponym  by  an  individual  descent.  John  O’Hart 
filled  two  volumes  of  his  Irish  Pedigrees  with  such  compilations,  but  he 
included  no  Devlin  pedigrees. 

In  general  the  commoner  Irish  names  have  fairly  obvious  mean¬ 
ings,  but  although  numerous  conjectures  have  been  made  as  to  the 
etymology  of  Devlin,  none  of  them  appear  altogether  conclusive,  because 
of  the  wide  variation  in  spellings  of  the  eponymous  ancestor’s  name  as 
it  appears  in  O’Clery’s  Genealogy,  in  the  Genealogies  of  Duald  Mac- 
Flrbis,  and  in  those  of  The  Book  of  Lecan  and  of  The  Book  of  Ballymote. 
The  Irish  form  Doibhilen  accords  best  with  the  modern  pronunciation  of 
the  surname,  but  it  is  also  given  as  Dobholen,  Dobhailen,  Dobhoilen  and 
Dobhuilen.  The  name  has  been  variously  interpreted,  but  "the  unpros- 
perous  one"  seems  to  be  its  most  probable  meaning.72  To  our  modern 
ears  this  sounds  like  an  ill-omened  name  to  bestow  on  a  child,  but  the 
Irish  sensibility,  like  that  of  the  ancient  Romans,  differed  from  ours  in 
such  matters.  In  fact  the  signification  of  some  Irish  personal  names  is 
even  more  inauspicious  than  is  this  one  for  Devlin. 

Many  Irish  names,  such  as  Eochaidh,  Cormac  and  Domnall,  are 
as  common  as  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  in  English,  and  appear  continually 
in  all  the  genealogies  and  annals,  but  Devlin,  in  any  of  its  Irish  forms, 
was  extremely  rare  among  the  ancient  Irish.  Only  three  other  instances 
of  its  use  have  been  so  far  encountered.73  it  does  not  appear  among 
several  thousand  early  Irish  names  in  John  O’ Hart’s  Irish  Pedigrees. 

It  is  strange  that  a  name  so  uncommon  should,  by  a  rare  chance,  have 
furnished  the  patronymic  for  a  Milesian  family.  The  rarity  of  the  name 
simplifies  the  work  of  the  investigator.  As  an  instance,  one  of  the 
easiest  Irish  surnames  to  trace  is  MacGillicuddy,  which  has  only  one 
origin  and  is  peculiar  to  the  county  of  Kerry.  On  the  other  hand, 

O’Connor  may  have  some  half  dozen  distinct  origins,  because  Connor 
(Conchobar)  was  a  favorite  name  in  early  times  among  all  the  clans  and 
in  the  four  provinces.  To  make  a  comparison  with  English  names, 
Conchobar  might  be  compared  as  to  frequency  with  William,  whereas 
Doibhilen  would  be  as  rarely  used  as  Eliphalet  or  Marmaduke. 

Since  "O"  means  "grandson  of",  the  first  O’ Devlin  must  haye 
assumed  this  patronymic  sometime  in  the  twelfth  century,  probably 
before  the  Norman  Invasion  of  Ireland,  and  at  a  time  when  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  Irish  surnames  originated.'74  The  surname  and  the  Portuguese 
nation  are  of  the  same  antiquity,  this  being  the  period  when  the  Christian 
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Id  qid«^lif  9^  lol  Ri^bosJiioD  act  oi  ritvofS  9d9  k>  eallrfsifftllV)  ^ 

it  fsvi'v  owl  9ttl  na^wM  ta^laoD  9i<|s  9<ti  idI  ifsals  i»l«il  edi  '^iyabI 

'  ^  °  •UIsK'O  boa  fif ill yaoJaaM  lo  atiaciorf 
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«f/ti  h>  jjaiilJon  woiisl  9W  ,y^/a9A99  a  ailYoCI  \o  rroltqaoxa  »i(l  /llJW 
SKi’iD^  wtiA  OiCQiia'iuw  sjU  ni'basiixtmaimi  rrs^d  aait  y’xojrnaos  aaaiiw  , 91(100 
t9bnlfli4t  9  iIdI  o<|9  BuBd  aH  .sinabnaDanfe  aid  lo  abaaeDoHl  yd 

Ifi'voirMiia  a^abora  sdi  si  aonaJalaa  siuoado  alii  io 
lod  «x>iftmjja  a  bjuf  ntNM  ,X^U9a^:g  mott  n99«  sd  nao  aA 

Tiadl  iti  stmAA  aid  aaii  aatabnaasab  alif  lo  rlDi;£id  ano  yXiio 

bsa  ,9i!iM  airi  eoAta  b9a4^9  «vad  aaoHa^^Aa^  yliidl  yiiaoK  .olmynoilaq'* 
^^xaa'j  oi  eu  oldaita  i^kstom  ladi  laaJKd  ata  almott's  oa  nwoni  al  ss  i«l  oa 
liiiH'O  flilol  .teaoasb  i^ubivdxu  oa^^yd  mynoqt  ^  dJiw  KllTaQ  yiu 

ad  ivd  ,^u.oijfiili|(naa  if9ii«  dJiw  aaot^iJba^  Mit eiii  lo  aamulov  owl  bslli) 

^  .trf^«aii;glb«q  (itivaa  oa  baboloiii 

■J  rit\ 

•'09901  aiioiv  Jo  yiiial  ayod  aesuia  daiil  lai^MRoioo  adl  Ui9Ad:|al 

9dx  ol  aa  sbAffi  aaad  avcd  a9iif:orit<xoo  euo^aintiA  d^iioiilia  nid  «ayil 
aaaooad  ^^vUalDnoo  id4i«ioiU  it&aqqa  madi  lo  aaoa  ^tlvsGlo  y^tomyla 
aa  aaiM'2*'ioj«i9on9  aiK^myaaqa  aifct.io  ayiiU&qa  lil  9blw  odi  lo 

^  -oaM  ibij^C  lo  aaiaoigaaaO  ^  at  «x9<>l^aa9l>  a'yialO^  ol  aiaaqqa  U 
.alpccTlltdl  ld|j|||||j||ci^  9/1*1*  lo  baiS  (u^aJ  lo'doc^g^  adT  lo  aaorii  al  ba£ 
m  aj.:Mmia^mi  aTLsJmm  adi  dJtw  )s9d  abVcooa  naJiricUoil  miot  ilahJl'adT 
P9tioddoO  .AfiUiddoCl  ,a»tajf^jtkiq  oavij  paU  Sv6  .amaaioB  9<(J 
,  -aotqaa  siir  JiiiTTbaJriqiaiiii  vlsudiicv  naod  aarf  ecuon  «fr  naihiridog 
ai9bo£3  li/o  oT  sidodo^  Jaoni  ait  ad  03  aoiaaa  "ano  aaoisq 

9<di  iifd  tbiido  s  AO  tKxiaad  oi  amiuibaaaiuo-iitafiad.^  ab/tvoa  sidi  aiAo 
fti  aiJK)  moil  batolltb  ^j.moll  biaiOAn  acu  lo  iadi  *0(1  ^yiliidlBiM  daiil 
Bi  BBmBfl  iBooBiaq  dai9/  staca  lo  •lOliaoHin^la  9di  al  .fiiaiism  dboa 

«fiiiv9<l  lol  ooo  Bid;  et’asdi  auoi&iqausmi  aiom  adva 

Ik.  I  ^ 

ant^  tiiaomoQ  bcu  osamoO  /ibktiiooS  an  d^uz  ^aomBa  dalTl  y/uJMl 
’  V  f  baa  m  btiR  jLoiQ  *moT  am  nomiaoo  am 

lEiQiOit  dalrX  ail  Vo  yoa  nl  ,aIiv<fi<Z  Mijd  «ai£/iafi  bA£  aaljOiBana's  adi  iifi  xxi 
aaonsJaai  iprUo  oa^iii  ytnO  laaiDUB^.sdi  ^joaoiB  axBi  ylacaaiixa  8*w 

OAoiiis  TB9(4f;fi  XMi  Aaob  ^  ^►bai9i£u(o:>Aa  urt  os  na?»d  avBd  aaii  ail  lo 
♦g^7;?^bo9  rt|l>l,tl  a*>iBM'0  nilo[  ai  aasam  liaiil  W’uia  basBoodi  Isiavai 
avAd  ydonado  aiD^  &  yd  ^iiiofis  ujiiuaooiixi  os  m  iadi  aanjtiis  slI  H 
'  aoMm  adj  lo  jiifioa  adT  nAiaaiiM  m  lol  oimyAoiiaq  aril  badsiaml 

adl  Id  aao  ,»oaBiBaJ  nm  sA  .^.iolJisJlftywij  adi  lo  itow  adJ  eailll(|mi8 
aiio  ylao  &9d  doldw  ,ybbiia)fliOD«M  ai  aosii  ot  aamfinaoe  dehxi  Joatasa 
.boBd  i^A&  adi  nO  .yna}|  lo  ywooD  adi  oi  'iBildoaq  si  tarn  xtl^lio 
If  losOTo^ /jaaBoad  .aai^t^io  ionilaib  na^ob  Hfiii  aoros  aawi  yain  lomioO^O 
boi  BfutiD  adi  Ub  »doicb  aainii  yiiita  ai  ^mjui  ai/ioaol  b  bbw  hadodoaop) 
,a9nuM  dslT^S  dliw  noBiiKqmoo  m  adsa  oT  .Baonlvoiq  iiiol'adi  ni 
B^aiBBw  ^BiUi  W  diiw  yor^aupail  oi  SB  baiAqaioo  ad  id;|lai  lactodOfloQ 
•aiiibBis  i&M  10  iaiBdqUtS  am  basu  ylaiBi  bb  ad  bluow  nallddipCI  .. 

lauits  ailviKl^Q  JbiII  adi  /‘io  noabnfii^**  aasaa  soobEl 
fl<tmdorq  .yioiaoo  ilili^wi  adi  ol  atnlJ^oa  '9imfao‘timtiraiitib9sm/ea£ 
B^nadw  aoijj  &  M  bam  ^biWtI  lo  oolBsvnl  nomioVC  aifl  a^olad 
aflxenpia  adT  ^VbaiBalil*to  oaoifiaioa  risliX  lo  noliioq 
oBlI^dO  nadv  boli^  adi  yilad  aidJ  ^yilopllax^aaiBe  adi  lo  aiB  aollBfl  ^ 
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Kingdom  of  Portugal  was  founded.  We  do  not,  however,  have  any  sure 
reference  to  the  Tyrone  O^Devlins  for  several  generations  after  this 
time.  There  is  nothing  surprising  about  such  an  omission.  There  must 
at  first  have  been  few  of  them  and,  since  they  were  neither  kings  nor 
royal  heirs,  their  names  would  not  be  so  likely  to  appear  in  the  annals 
as  those  of  members  of  the  ruling  septs. 

Before  their  fall  the  MacLoughlins  were  even  more  powerful  than 
the  O^Neills,  so  that  the  Men  of  Drumleene  may  have  owed  the  original 
grant  of  their  land  rather  to  the  favor  of  the  former,  to  whom  they  were 
more  closely  related,  according  to  some  authorities,  but  if  such  was  the 
case  apparently  their  allegiance  was  later  transferred  to  the  O^Neills, 
whose  capital  was  adjacent  to  the  land  where  the  Men  of  Drumleene  were 
located  in  Tyrone.  In  fact  during  the  course  of  one  of  those  civil  wars 
that  were  so  common  among  the  Clan  Owen  septs,  The  Annals  of  the 
Four  Masters  state  that  in  1142  Murkertac  O^Loughlin  (an  alternate 
form  of  the  surname  MacLoughlin)  defeated  the  Men  of  Drumleene,  but 
was  himself  severely  wounded  in  the  battle.  At  this  date  it  would 
appear  that  the  Men  of  Drumleene  were  strong  enough  to  contend  from 
their  own  resources  with  the  head  of  the  clan  and  future  high-king,  a 
title  that  Murkertac  afterwards  assumed  in  opposition  to  Turlough 
O* Connor,  King  of  Connaught.  Whatever  may  have  been  their  normal 
relations  with  the  MacLoughlins,  at  any  rate  the  Men  of  Drumleene  were 
not  involved  in  their  ruin,  since  we  know  that  the  O* Devlins  and  the 
O^Donnellys  retained  their  respective  territories  until  the  period  of  the 
Confiscations  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

In  1177  Giolla  mac  Liag  Donnelly,  great-great-grandson  of 
Devlin,  is  referred  to,  both  in  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  and  in 
The  Annals  of  Ulster,  as  Chief  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene,  whereas 
eleven  years  later,  in  1188,  their  chief  is  stated  to  be  O^Garve  (Ua 
Gairbh),75  both  by  the  two  annals  above  mentioned  and  by  The  Annals  of 
Loch  Cel  This  latter  entry  is  perplexing,  and  admits  of  various  expla¬ 
nations.  We  should  expect  either  an  Donnelly  as  chief,  or  an  Devlin, 
since  these  two  were  the  only  septs  that  in  later  times  are  known  to 
have  been  of  this  lineage,  and  this  is  the  only  instance  in  which  the 
O^Garves  of  Drumleene  are  mentioned  in  any  of  the  annals. 

In  fact  O’Garve  may  not  be  a  regular  patronymic,  but  simply  an 
Indication  of  descent,  of  which  other  examples  may  be  found  in  the 
genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene  as  detailed  in  Appendix  I;  or  O’Garve 
may  be  actually  the  surname  of  an  extinct  sept.  Taking  the  first 
hypothesis  as  correct,  then  O^Garve  may  represent  either  O' Donnelly 
or  o'Devlin.  By  consulting  the  genealogies  we  find  that  Devlin  is  some¬ 
times  spoken  of  as  son  of  Donnelly  (Donnghal),76  and  in  other  instances 
as  son  of  Garbh,  but  in  both  cases  the  son  of  Devlin  is  said  to  be 
Callahan,  which  would  indicate  that  the  same  ancestor  is  known  by  either 
name,  i.e.  Donnghal  or  Garbh.  In  Irish  Garbh  is  an  appelation  meaning 
"rough",  and  was  a  frequent  and  probably  appropriate  nickname  added 
to  the  given  name  of  many  Irish  chiefs.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  that 
the  father  of  Devlin  was  known  as  Donnelly  the  Rough  (Donnghal 
Garbh).  The  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe  says: 77  "Some  Irish  families 
have  two  surnames,  one  derived  from  the  name  and  the  other  from 
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vnjB  svfiri  ,W9Wt>iC  ,kH%  ofc  «w  .bobnwol  a«w  tB^uno^  >>  mobi^}| 
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the  designation  of  some  ancestor."  In  this  case  O^Garve  could  refer 
either  to  O^Donneily  or  to  O^Devlin.  If  it  refers  to  O^Donnelly,  then  the 
nickname  of  their  eponymous  ancestor  has  been  substituted  for  the 
regular  name.  But  O^Garve  could  equally  well  represent  Devlin.  If 
such  is  the  case,  the  nickname  of  their  eponymous  ancestor's  father, 
l.e.  Garbh,  is  used  for  genealogical  identification,  and  later  Devlin  is 
selected  for  this  purpose.  Such  variations  in  appelations  would  not  have 
been  unprecedented,  since  when  first  introduced  patronymics  had  not 
become  permanently  fixed  as  definite  and  unchangeable  surnames. 

These  are,  of  course,  mere  suppositions.  Families  were  frequently 
wiped  out  in  the  wars  of  that  era  and  this  fate  may  have  overtaken  the 
O^Garves.  In  any  case  they  must  have  been  very  closely  related  both 
to  the  o' Devlins  and  to  the  O' Donnellys,  if  not  identical  with  one  or  the 
other  of  them. 

There  may  at  this  time  have  been  two  distinct  groups  of  the  Men 
of  Drumleene,  one  occupying  land  in  Tyrone,  and  the  other  in  the 
ancestral  home  in  Donegal,  since  the  O' Donnelly  who  was  killed  in  1177 
appears  to  have  been  assisting  the  Clan  Owen  in  Tyrone,  whereas 
O'Garve,  the  chief  in  1188,  was  killed  in  a  battle  between  rival  factions 
of  the  Clan  Conall  in  Donegal. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene  were  with 
Domnall  MacLoughlin,  King  of  Ailech,  when  in  1188  he  defeated  that 
gigantic  freebooter  John  DeCourcey,  Earl  of  Ulster,  but  lost  his  life  in 
the  battle.  In  1210  Hugh  O'Neill,  King  of  Ailech,  met  King  John  of 
England  during  the  latter's  stay  in  Ireland.  The  Irish  king  departed 
from  this  meeting  without  giving  either  "hostages"  or  "security".  At 
that  time  the  Norman  power  had  secured  no  more  than  a  precarious 
hold  on  the  eastern  coast,  consequently  the  northern  clans  were  suffi¬ 
ciently  remote  and  strong  enough  to  maintain  a  complete  independence. 

In  the  following  year,  1211,  The  Annals  of  Loch  Ce^  record  the 
death  of  O'Devlin,  Bishop  of  Kells,  in  Meath.  Since  there  was  at  that 
time  among  the  Desians  in  Sligo  a  sept  of  0'Devlin,78  probably  long 
since  extinct  and  unrelated  to  the  O'Devlins  of  Tyrone  except  through  a 
hypothetical  descent  from  a  brother  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  it 
is  not  possible  to  state  positively  as  to  which  of  the  two  septs  the  bishop 
belonged.  The  probabilities  are  that  he  was  from  Tyrone,  because 
Meath  was  the  country  of  the  Clan  Colman,  which  had  alternated  for 
several  centuries  in  possession  of  the  high-kingship  with  the  Clan  Owen. 
The  bishop  therefore,  if  he  was  a  Tyrone  O' Devlin,  would  have  found 
himself  associating  with  related  stock  in  Meath.  Moreover  at  that  time 
the  Clan  Owen  was  in  possession  of  Armagh,  the  ecclesiastical  capital, 
consequently  its  clerics  may  have  enjoyed  considerable  prestige  in 
neighboring  Clan  Colman  territory,  especially  since  Kells  was  the  site 
of  a  Columban  foundation,  obtained  as  a  grant  in  804  after  Iona  had  been 
pillaged  by  the  Norsemen. 79  st.  Columba  was  a  prince  of  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Descendants  of  Niall,  to  which  the  O'Devlins  pertained. 

The  o' Devlin,  Bishop  of  Kells,  who  died  in  1211,  may  have  been  . 
the  representative  of  a  past  order  in  Meath,  since  at  the  time  of  his 
death  the  Normans  ruled  in  the  former  territory  of  the  Clan  Colman; 
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whose  king,  0*Melaghlin,  had  been  deposed  and  Meath  granted  as  an  p 

earldom  to  the  DeLacy  family.  The  monastery  of  St.  Columba  at  Kells 
had  been  torn  down  and  a  Norman  castle  erected  on  its  site.  Under 
such  conditions  the  situation  of  a  native  Irish  prelate  must  have  been 
extremely  distressing,  and  the  bishop  may  very  well  have  died  as  an 
exile  from  his  see,  since  it  was  the  English  policy  to  substitute  Anglo- 
Norman  for  Irish  bishops  in  those  parts  of  the  island  where  they 
exercised  control. 80 

In  1241,  after  the  conclusive  defeat  of  the  MacLoughlins  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Red  Spears,  the  O'Neills  became  sole  leaders  of  the  clan. 

The  victor  in  this  battle  was  Brian  O'Neill,  who  displaced  the  slain  king 
of  the  MacLoughlin  line  and  reigned  as  King  of  Ailech  for  nineteen  years. 
The  proud  house  of  MacLoughlin,  which  had  produced  so  many  Kings  of 
Ailech  and  High-kings  of  Ireland,  was  so  completely  ruined  as  a  result 
of  this  battle  that  even  their  genealogy  was  neglected  and  is  now  a 
matter  of  dispute,  some  authorities  maintaining  that,  like  the  O' Devlins, 
they  were  descended  from  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  while  others  trace  their 
lineage  to  Domnall's  brother  Niall,  eponym  of  the  O'Neills. 81 

It  is  strange  that  so  illustrious  a  family  should  have  completely 
disappeared  from  Irish  history  after  having  for  so  long  occupied  such  a 
prominent  place  in  it.  In  order  to  account  for  this  disappearance,  a 
thet)ry  has  been  advanced  that  remnants  of  the  defeated  MacLoughlins,  . 
after  the  fall  of  their  dynasty  in  Ulster,  crossed  the  narrow  sea  to 
Argyllshire  in  Scotland,  and  there  founded  the  Scottish  clan  of  Mac- 
Lachlan,  in  Strathlachan.  It  is  true  that  the  MacLachlans  claim  a  Clan 
Owen  lineage,  but  such  claims  were  advanced  by  many  Scottish  clans, 
frequently  without  foundation,  because  of  the  prestige  attached  to  the 
Milesian  genealogies  in  the  clan  days.  Apparently  there  are  no  records 
extant  that  would  substantiate  this  descent.  Although  there  was  in  fact, 
both  before  and  after  this  time,  a  considerable  interchange  of  population 
between  the  two  countries,  this  solution  of  the  problem  as  to  what  became 
of  the  MacLoughlins  remains  no  more  than  a  plausible  hypothesis.82 

Brian  O'Neill  was  killed  in  a  battle  with  the  English  at  Downpatrick. 

In  eastern  Ulster,  in  the  year  1260,  and  hence  is  known  as  "Brian  of  the 
Battle  of  Down".  Two  years  before  his  death  he  had  been  acknowledged 
"supreme  king  of  Ireland"  by  O'Connor,  King  of  Connaught,  and  by 
O'Brien,  King  of  Thomond,  so  that  he  opposed  the  English  at  Downpatrick 
with  a  strong  coalition  of  allies.  It  is  at  the  time  of  this  battle  that  we 
find  the  first  unmistakable  reference  to  the  the  O'Devlins  of  Tyrone. 
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,^niivdC('5  adJ  adtl  ^iaUsnSua  ainH^ofUgs  aaioa  ,siiKlBlb  lo  laitnai 
iJaiti  soxil  atadlofoiidyr  )b  tlsaiaoH  movl  bot»asaob  anaw 

<>111  to  mxnoqs  ladJoidra^iliinmoQ  ol  o^aall 
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Xlalaiqmoo  vtsA  hUtotia  ^  auohtBiiIXi  oa  isdS  a^RBitB  al  it  ^ 

s  Aoua  b^iquooc  snoi  oa  *101  yaivsil  ifioiatii  darrl  moit  boifioqqaalb 
ft  ,9oninaeqq£aib  lidi  lot  im;oaoft  ol  labio  rd  ni  oaaXq  loanimoiq’^ 
,ajniid^oJ:]^fiM  battatab  odi  lo  amaamai  tofli  baonxvbft  naad  aad  x^omU 
Ol  s»e  imiftia  adJ  baaaoto  •lalaKI  ni  x^aanx^  liadi  to  Hal  adi  toJIa 
-oaM  lo  nal^  daiisooB  ndl  bahoyol  viadJ  hns  JbnaitooB  nl  siideUx^^A 
naiO  a  oialo  anaiddaJoaM  adi  taiU  naii  ai  A  .aadoaldiaiiH  ni  ^laldoaJ 
,B<iald  risIHooB  rnaca  xd  bBOoavba  bibw  auticio  dooe  liid  (O^^saaii  aofiO  ^ 
♦fU  oi  bofiaajla  #;^4aaiq  a/tl  lo  i^aoaood  «iio(}cbnoo)  utodliw  xlin^apatl 
abiooai  oa  axa  v^adl  xisna’iuqqA  .&xbb  aido  adi  ni  aaqK^Iaaaos  nisia^lM 
^at  Hi  aaMT  oisdi  d^uodJlA  Jriacasb  aidj  ^laiinaladifa  bloow  Jarii  inaixa 
QOiialiMiDq  to  aanadoialiii  vidaidOianoo  a  ,9mii  axdi  lalta  bna  sioted  diod 
Miaood  iadw  oi  aa  insidovq  adl  to  ooiloldiB  eidi  «Bni:iliiiaoD  owl  odi  nod^iiofl 
S'd.aiaardoqid  sldie^xaiq  a  saifl  oioot  on  zniamat  aniidauoUoaM  odi  to 
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.Jbi'iiaq/TWQil  Ja  daiisttS  dliw  sluad  a  ni  boUid  saw  iiloH  O  nalifl 
adi  to  naiill'^  aa  R'^/oni  ai  donad  bna  «OdSX  oaox  odi  ni  ^laleiU  niolsuia  ol 
ha^aiwoadoa  noad  bad  ad  rliaob  aid  aiotad  2*taox  owT  ."nwoG  to  alliafldi' 

Xd  bna  .jn^i^nnpO  to  sdxJI  r*zonno0"O  xd  ^bnal 9*il  to  ;|nid  finnnqtia'* . 
ibiiisqnwoQ  ss  ftail7|na  odi  boeoqqo  ad  iadi  oa  ^wioinodT  lo  ani^  ^9Hfi*0 

iadi  9insd  aliU  to  ^rnii  ani  la  ai  si  .eaiila  to  ooxiiiaoo  snoita  a  dllw^t.^ 
.anO'ix't^  to  2niIxaU*0  ^dt  dftl  ol  aonrtalan  aidadaiaimiui  lai/l  adl  bait 
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CHAPTER  U 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  SEPT 


After  the  Battle  of  Downpatrick  (1260),  MacNamee.  Hereditary 
Poet  to  0*Neill.  composed  a  poem  called  The  Lament  for  O^ Neill,  in 
which  he  mourns  the  death  of  his  king  and  of  the  many  nobles  of  his 
race  who  were  slain  with  him.  Among  the  latter  was  The  O* Devlin, 

Chief  of  Munterevlin,  of  whom  the  poet  sings: 

"Alas!  deep  grief  overspread  the  country 
To  anticipate  the  death  of  O' Devlin 
Gofraidh,  our  grief  unto  the  Judgement  Day 
Generous  of  his  banquet  (?)  was  the  youth."l 

Gofraidh  is  the  Irish  form  of  the  Danish  Godfrey.  In  spite  of  long 
continued  warfare  between  these  plunderers  and  the  Milesian  Irish, 
there  must  have  been  a  certain  attraction  in  Danish  culture,  since  the 
employment  of  Scandinavian  names  was  not  unusual  among  Milesian 
septs.  The  O*  Devlins  are,  in  fact,  known  to  have  had  at  least  one  distant 
connection  with  the  Danes  through  the  marriage  of  Domnall  of  Dabhall^s 
sister  with  Olaf  the  White,  King  of  Dublin,  who  belonged  to  the  great 
Yngling  race  which  traced  its  ancestry  from  the  Norse  god  Frey. 2 

That  Gofraidh  was  the  Chief  of  the  People  of  Devlin  is  shown  by 
the  position  of  the  surname,  which  precedes  the  Christian  name,  since 
according  to  the  Irish  custom  O* Devlin,  like  Neill,  was  a  title  in 
'  itself.  It  is  likely  that  MacNamee  had  enjoyed  personal  experience  of 
the  young  chief^ s  hospitality,  and  that  this  was  his  method  of  expressing 
gratitude  for  gifts  bestowed  on  him.  Generosity  was  a  quality  highly 
praised  by  the  poets  in  those  days,  because  it  was  on  the  largesse  of 
kings  and  nobles  that  they  depended  for  a  livelihood.  From  the  dawn  of 
Irish  history,  in  the  poems  of  the  Red  Branch  and  Fenian  Cycles,  we 
hear  of  rulers  vying  with  each  other  in  the  magnitude  of  their  gifts  to 
those  who  sang  of  the  noble  qualities  and  valiant  exploits  of  their  host 
and  of  his  ancestors. 3 

Like  the  O^Dalys,  most  famous  of  bardic  families,  the  MacNamees 
had  representatives  at  various  courts  in  Ireland.  They  were  hereditary 
poets  both  for  the  O^Neills  of  Tyrone  and  for  those  of  Clandeboy,  and  a 
branch  of  the  MacNamees  was  also  located  in  Sligo.4  Loughlin,  or 
Malachy,  MacNamee,  of  Draperstown  Cross,  in  Londonderry,  was 
believed  to  be  the  head  of  the  family  in  1835,  when  he  told  John 
O'Donovan  several  anecdotes  of  his  ancestors. 5 

During  their  entire  existence  as  a  sept,  since  they  assumed  their 
surname  in  the  twelfth  century,  the  Devlins  were  probably  under  the 
rule  of  O^Neill,  who  at  different  periods  used  the  titles  -  King  of  Ailech, 
King  of  Tyrone,  King  of  Ulster  and  Earl  of  Tyrone.  As  early  as  1167, 
when  the  MacLoughllns  were  contesting  for  supremacy  in  the  Clan  Owen 
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Xtiau<^  ttili  !>«si^*fsvo  Isn  j  q^ab  laaJA" 
nlWoQ'O  \o  fUsab  aiii  9iaqi:>ila«  qT 
\fsCl  Wsfitd^i^C  9ftJ  oioxi  iiM>  ^libisttod 
l’**iJiDOf  aili  wjw  (V)  tBupfwd  fcifi  to  wig  iauaO 


ysol  to  97iqB  nJ  ,^9iUjoO  rfateaflt  9di  to  xvia)  rfa/nJ  wU  ai  ribUtlOt) 

‘  .(laJ-iI  nalealiM  arfi  bna  aisidbrniiq  searll  nafwiad  bacinllnoo 

^  •  aiil  &0TU8  .a’tiiX^vo  itoinaQ  ai  no^toaitJto  flifiirao  a  avjBii  iaoiB  oiadl 
I  yiami:  Uuauiu*  low  «fiW  asman  naivautoai^a  to  m^ta^iplqfn^ 

V  '  loaialb  9110  laasl  3a  baii  avait  ot  nwooii^^toai  ni  ,9Ta  aciltuG'O.arfT 

to  UaaoxcKX  to  9f<3  aaflaCI  adl  fiJhr  noltoaaooo  d 

ftdi  oi  bw^oiwi  oiiw  ^itfuO  to  Jt  ,»3WW  aiii  lalO  fli^fil93ala 
boj  9b*ioH  9^3  moil  xi3899n6  a3i  beoxii  iloiiiw  wai  gaii^Y 
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fd  flworfa  ai  nilvoQ  3o  91909*1  9<11  to  toitf^  arfi  aaw  tihi^itoO  IfiiTT 
aoato  nal^alidO  adJ  rlohlw  Maamua  »d3  to  ooitlaoq  M 

nH^tm  a  a«w  MHA'O  ©ill  jilWaOt'Q  oioisao  daiil  aill  oJ  antoioooa 
to  ©oneHaqxa  laiioaisq  boyoiaa  b^d  siaifililOfiM  todi  ai  iX  •lisall 
9Tia2  9i<|x9  lo  borlMOT  aid  a*w  alrti  iadi  ba£  ,v.rtlK3iqBori  a  ittiiia  ^uot.adX 
Yid^ii  viHAs^  fi  ajkW  YilaoiaodO  .arfd  no  badetoad  aHiH  ki!  ©builtoia 
to  9aa»s^  ^1  ^  ^  9<iij«b9d3,»Yal)  ©eorti  ni  eisoq  mU  td  baaiaiq 

lo  nWRb  9fii  iisoia  .booriilsiFii  *  lol  bsiwsiQsb  ^odJ  iadi  ?49ldon  bn«  ayili 
9w  ,891oyO'.^o©’^  bna  donaia  bsJl  9di  lo  amsoq  arti  nl  ^yioiald  daHl 
ol  aJlif 'liH))  to  yhuiirrgfiot  eitl  ai  laillo  rioa©  fiiiw  jnlyr  aiatoi  to  laad 
tood  tiifiXto  ^iiolqy-9  tautlMv  bns  aaliilsop  ‘^ttofl  a^i  to  s^aa  odw  »aodl 

^  E.^iojesonii  aid  to  boa 

MMoeidoijM  9dl  ,4e9iito3^  olbiad  to  .ioomal  toom  ,ayli^'0  siU 
yiciibaiid  91W  vddT ’^bnala'il  aoo^i&v  to  asviislnaeaKlw  bad 

&  bna  ,xodobn£lO  lo  9aorfi  lol  bfli.  snoiyT  lo  alU^Vl'O  srti  lol  rftod  eJaoq 
\o  ^Iri^fKKl  Ko^iiS  ni  bfitoDol  oato  eavr  aaomaVloAM  srii  to  riDoaid 
ajsw  ^ynobitohftoJ  aj  tSaoiD  nwotoisq^iQ  to  .samfilloaM  ^xilofiXatl 
into!  bioi  ad  noiixf  «2eai  ai  yliourt  wU  to  bAart’artl  ad  oJ  baiali^ 

^.stoiaaoAft  aid  to  eaJoboaoii  Uiavae  ncvonod  u 

liadi  banltfa^^a  yorlf  donla  .iqaa  a  aa  aaaaJaixa  aiiioo  xio/U  jnixiKI 
^*.v9itJ  i9bnii^yid;rtloiq  siaw  aifiiv9(l*0  adi  ,xiaina3  dlUswi  adi  nJ^  omamaa 
'  *^:^dliA  to  aaXliJ  adi  baaa  aboiiaq  inaiallib  to  odw  tliiaW  Q  to  aim 

1 1  xlxA«  tA  -aooiyT  to  Iml  box  laialU  to  ylX  ,9no‘nfT  to  adX^ 
dwwQ  iuJO  aiU  oi  x^iunaiqiia  tol  ^yiilaaiiioo  axaw  aniiif^aoJasM  adJ  aadw 
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with  the  0*Nellls,  a  temporary  truce  was  arranged  between  the  two 
septs  by  which  the  country  north  of  Slieve  Gallion  was  assigned  to  the 
overlordship  of  the  MacLoughlins  and  all  south  of  it  to  that  of  the 
O^Neills.  Slieve  Gallion  is  a  mountain  in  what  is  now  the  county  of 
Londonderry,  north  of  Munterevlin.6 

The  0*Devllns  were  bound  to  the  O* Neills  by  intimate  ties  of 
fosterage,  as  will  appear  later,  and  probably  also  by  matrimonial  alli¬ 
ances.  The  last  common  ancestor  of  the  two  septs  was  Aedh  Fair-gray, 
a  monarch  of  the  ninth  century,  from  whom  the  O^Devlins  were  descended 
injthe  senior  line  and  the  O^Neills  from  a  junior  branch. 7  That  so 
remote  a  relationship  should  establish  a  bond  of  mutual  solidarity  is 
almost  incomprehensible  to  us  at  the  present  day,  but  to  a  people  so 
meticulous  in  the  preservation  of  genealogical  records  as  were  the 
Irish,  a  connection  of  this  kind,  although  dating  from  a  distance  of  cen¬ 
turies,  implied  kinship. 

Much  closer  than  their  relationship  with  the  O^Neills  was  that  of 
the  O* Devlins  with  the  O* Donnellys,  with  whom  they  had  a  common 
ancestor  who  flourished  in  the  eleventh  century.  Ballydonnelly  lay 
southwest  of  Munterevlin  about  eight  miles,  and  about  three  miles  west 
of  Dungannon,  the  Neill  capital.  O* Donnelly  was  Hereditary  Marshal 
of  O^Neills^s  forces,  to  which  the  Donnellys  supplied  a  contingent  of 
one  hundred  footmen  and  sixty  horsemen  during  the  Nine  Years  War. 
Shane  0*Neill  the  "Proud",  son  of  Conn  Oge  the  "Halt",  first  Earl  of 
Tyrone,  was  fostered  by  Donnelly  at  the  same  time  that  his  cousin, 
son  of  the  earl^s  brother,  was  fostered  by  Q^Devlin.8 

The  Book  of  Clandeboy  gives  details  of  0*Dormelly*s  rights  and 
obligations  as  Marshal  of  Q^Neill^s  forces.  These  include  the  cere¬ 
monial  offices  of  Donnelly  in  the  reception  of  a  royal  visitor  such  as 
O* Donnell,  of  the  Clan  Conall,  whenever  relations  with  him  were  friendly 
enough  to  permit  of  such  courtesies.  O^Donnelly  had  also  other  per¬ 
quisites  that  seem  strange  to  us  now,  so  far  removed  as  we  are  from 
the  clan  days,  such  as  the  right  to  certain  portions  of  the  cattle  killed 
for  use  at  Nellies  table. 

In  his  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  John  O* Donovan 
states  that  Ballydonnelly  contained  twenty-four  ballyboes  of  land, 
according  to  an  inquisition  taken  in  the  reign  of  James  1.9  A  ballybo  in 
Tyrone  at  that  time  constituted  sixty  acres  of  arable  land,  meadow  land 
and  pasture,  but  so  much  of  the  terrain  was  not  included  in  any  of  the 
above  categories  that  the  actual  extent  of  an  Irish  territory  cannot  be 
determined  accurately  by  the  number  of  ballyboes  which  it  is  said  to 
contain.  The  O^Devlin  holdings  in  Munterevlin  would  appear  to  have 
been  considerably  larger  than  those  of  the  O^Donnellys,  since  that  por¬ 
tion  of  Munterevlin  lying  south  of  the  Ballinderry  River  is  said,  in  a 
survey  of  1608,  to  have  comprised  thirty-two  ballyboes,  and  this  does 
not  Include  a  probable  extension  of  the  O* Devlin  property  north  of  that 
river.  Caution  is  necessary,  however,  in  comparing  ancient  Irish  terri¬ 
tories  as  to  size,  because  of  various  uncertainties  in  measurement,  and 
also  because  septs  frequently  owned  different  portions  of  land  that  were 
not  contiguous.  If  the  O^Devlins  had  more  land  than  their  kinsmen 
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Aril  ATtAW  aa  8i>io:>Ai‘iiioi5^i£AnA^  to  notlartasAiq  Aril  at  auoioollAa 
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oaaamoo  a  bad  moiiMr  ril/w  ^8yIit»niioCO  aitl  ditw  afiJivAa\>  Aril 
yaiiYHAanobftlatf  »YniifteAO  dtoAvaia  Adi  itl  beriadtootl  odw  lola^na 
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to  toA^nilflod  a  iimilqqoa  eYllAab^&^  Aril  ri6irfv  ol  fABoaol  a^alliAVf^  tol 
viaW  btsaT  a«iM  Aril  yiliub  HACttAatod  ybaa  baa  HAm tool  baibauif^Wi 
to  HaS  latJI  oat  A^O  mfoO  to  noc  ^'^iioi^‘’''^Aril  onariS 

«aiaooA  aid  larii  ActfiJ  9mii^  Adi  la  TfltoafioC^O  yd  botAjaol  aaw  ,Afloi^ 

d.fltWAC^O  yd  beiAtaol  aaw  ^lAdloid  a'liae  AdJ  to  noa 
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tota  alri^lA  e*igiiArmog*Q  lo  aiialAb  raW^  widAtbcalO  to  doo>l  adT  ^ 
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yltoiAtil  Ai««rmrri  dihr  aaoi^At  TATSiiAdv  4^^160  qrfJ|to  4 !  AnxioCI^ 
-laq  I'aritotOaid  bad  ytiAiiaoti^O '  .dAld'AMtfOO  fbba  to  dl  rin^iKiaA 

fcoif  A^a  aa  bAVcmiAi  lal  o«  ,woii  aa  ol  Ayiarie  oiaac  Kril  aattaiup 
boiitri  aWI<;^  Adi  to  aoaittoq  aialiAO  oi  id]^  Aril  aa  rioop  .eyab  nato  Adi 
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nl  odyUfid  A  ^11  sAma[  to  HBiAi  Aril  ni  nAJiaJ  noiltatopni  ria  oi  ^ibioAoa 
bW  ,bnai  Aidaia  to  aAV^a  yitoa  bAlalrlanoo  Amii  iadi  la  AnoiyT 

ftrii  to  Mjftji  fil  loa  aiwr  nJsn^t  a/U  to  doofli  qa  lxid\A*ialaaq  bna^ 

Ad  lAfviaA  xto^itH'Al  iteJii  na  to  biAJaA  iaatoa  Aril  larit  aotTO^Also  9fodi£ 
ol  biaa  al  it  doJdw  icAod'riiad  to  lodioiin  Aril  yd  ytolsAuooa  bAiilaiAlAb 
Avari  ol  7iiA(}qa  biaaw  aUvATAln»M  at  ayiJhiori  fliJVA«3*0  AdT  .niainoo 
-loq  iadi  Aooia  odJ  to  eAorii  aadl  lAjial  yidaiAbianoo  noAd 

a  fii  4^Ba  at  tArtfl  yiiAbciilififi  aiH  lo  riliioa  yiiyi  nilvAiAlaBli  to  noil 
,  8Aob  aidi  bfia  ,aAodytiad  owi-^iidl  bAanqaao!}  A7ad  ol  «&Odi  to  yATtaa 
lariJ  to  riHoa  diJvAO'O  aAI  to  ooiBaotxA^Aidacto'nq  a  Abolooi  too 

-JtiaI  dRitl^inAioda  :^lTaqi»o;u"nl  ^layAWod  /yiaaftOdAn  at  rioitoa^^  ,AA>ri^ 
boa  «Jii'iiaATaGaA£D  ni  aAiifiiaiiA;}iiii  BaoiAav  to  ARt/aoAd  ,Aal«  oij^^  aAitoi^ 
Aift^iadl  bnal  to  ariollioq  lOAtAllIb  bAriwo  yitaAvpAAl  aji)Aa  A^oadod  oaia 
PMaAid  tiiidl  asdl  baai  Aicua  bad  aaMvaQ^O  Aill  U  .auoo;^lno9  loa 
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possessed,  It  is  likely  that  their  military  support  to  the  O'Neills  would 
have  been  somewhat  greater  than  that  of  the  O' Donnellys. 

When  the  Ulster  Plantation  was  established  in  the  early  seven¬ 
teenth  century,  Ballydonnelly  was  assigned  to  that  distinguished  soldier 
Sir  Toby  Caulfied,  ancestor  of  the  Earls  of  Charlemont,  as  his  share  of 
the  spoils.  After  this  change  of  ownership  the  name  of  the  property  was 
altered  to  Castlecaulfield.  As  late  as  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  however,  an  Arthur  O'Donnelly  was  leasing  land  from  the  Lords 
Charlemont  in  the  heart  of  his  ancestors’  property.  John  O’ Donovan, 
writing  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  says  of  the  O’ Donnellys: 
"All  the  men  of  the  family  that  the  editor  ever  saw  are  remarkable  for 
their  manly  form  and  symmetry  of  person,  and  even  the  peasants  who 
bear  the  name  exhibit  frequently  a  stature  and  an  expression  of  coun¬ 
tenance  which  indicate  high  descent."  In  another  place  the  same  author 
says:  "After  the  Revolution  this  sept,  who  were  remarkable  for  their 
adherence  to  the  cause  of  James  il,  forfeited  the  remnants  of  their 
ancient  estates,  but  still  never  lost  sight  of  their  former  station."  10 

Although  O’Donovan  speaks  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Men  of 
Drumleene,  the  O’Devlins,  both  in  his  Ordnance  Survey  Letters  and  in 
his  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  he  has  left  no  record  as 
to  whether  they  were  distinguished  for  similar  traits  to  those  of  their 
related  sept,  the  O’Donnellys.  From  his  silence  we  might  infer  that  the 
O’Devlins  had  been  less  successful  in  retaining  remnants  of  their 
ancestral  territory  and  had  more  quickly  forgotten  their  former  stand¬ 
ing,  a  conclusion  that  also  seems  warranted  by  the  absence  of  their 
names  from  lists  of  Irish  landholders  in  Tyrone  and  Londonderry  in  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. H  The  comparatively  early  and  com¬ 
plete  elimination  of  the  O’  in  a  Milesian  surname,  as  with  the  Devlins, 
is  also  frequently  an  indication  of  lowered  status.  Anthony  Trollope 
graphically  distinguishes  the  lower  from  the  upper  classes  of  the  same 
stock  in  the  title  of  his  excellent  novel  about  Irish  life  in  the  first  half 
of  the  nineteenth  century  -  The  Kellys  and  the  O’Kellys.  Devlin  belongs 
to  that  class  of  Milesian  surnames  in  which  the  O’  has  been  discarded 
for  so  many  generations  that  most  of  the  family  would  probably  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  know  that  it  had  ever  been  used,  while  O’Brien  is  an  example 
of  that  other  sort  of  surname  in  which  the  O’  has  been  retained  through 
all  vicissitudes  of  a  family’s  fortunes.  In  the  latter  case  the  fame  of 
their  eponym,  Brian  Boru,  may  have  influenced  the  O’Briens  in  retain¬ 
ing  this  prefix  as  a  connecting  link  with  so  illustrious  an  ancestor. 

According  to  the  oral  tradition  of  Tyrone,  the  Chief  of  the  People 
of  Devlin  was  Hereditary  Sword-bearer  to  O’Neill. 12  The  Book  of 
Clandeboy  also  assigns  him  certain  rights  and  duties  as  a  leader  of 
"kerns".  The  latter  were  the  Irish  light  infantry.  They  had  no  defensive 
armor,  except  sometimes  leather  or  wooden  shields,  but  relied  on  their 
agility,  and  skill  with  bows  and  arrows,  spears,  and  at  close  quarters, 
their  daggers.  Although  inferior  to  the  English  in  discipline  and  equip¬ 
ment,  they  were  dangerous  enemies  in  guerrilla  warfare,  and  particu¬ 
larly  skilled  at  ambuscades.  In  spite  of  the  disadvantage  suffered  during 
centuries  of  warfare  with  such  heavily  armored  adversaries  as  the 
Danes  and  Normans,  the  introduction  of  body  armor  among  the  Irish 
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clans  was  delayed,  and  its  use  limited,  by  an  ancient  Quixotic  prejudice 
against  such  artificial  means  of  protection  in  battle.  It  is  notable  that 
the  heavy  infantry  of  the  native  chiefs,  the  armored  gallowglasses,  who  t 
made  their  first  appearance  in  the  thirteenth  century,  were  principally  j 
of  foreign  extraction.  13  The  following  is  a  translation  from  the  difficult  ! 
early  modern  Irish  in  which  The  Book  of  Clandeboy  is  written.H  j 

"Mac  Cathnahaoil  iMacCawell]  and  MacMurchaidh  (MacMurroug^  ! 
and  O  Doibhlin  CO'DeVliiS  are  O^Neill^s  true  kerns.  And  their  duty  is  to  j 
seize  prisoners  and  to  keep  them  in  custody;  and  their  duty,  by  virtue  of  j 

their  office  is  to  keep  guard  for  the  first  three  nights  in  camp  or  on  a  \ 

hosting;  and  on  every  occasion  on  which  O'Neill  receives  anything  by  ! 
way  of  fine,  whether  for  theft,  or  for  spilling  of  blood,  or  for  non-pay-  1 
ment  of  custom  dues,  they  get  two  sheep  as  commission  with  every  cow.  I 
The  woman  of  the  house  |on  which  the  fine  is  imposed]  may  have  her  j 
choice  [of  shee^  from  the  pen,  and  they  have  the  next  choice,  i.e.  a  male  j 
sheep  and  a  female  sheep,  and  the  female  sheep's  own  lamb  accompanies  » 
her  up  to  the  time  of  the  Feast  of  Crosses.  And  for  every  increase  of 
the  cows  the  commission  increases  accordingly. 

"K  a  thief  or  outlaw  or  anyone  else  is  arrested  by  order  of  the 
lord,  those  who  arrest  him  are  entitled  to  whichever  article  or  adorn¬ 
ment  |pf  hi^  they  choose;  and  if  the  prisoner  is  taken  during  a  hosting, 
and  handed  over  to  the  true  kerns  of  his  own  free  will,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  anything  of  it  [i.e.  of  his  adornment^  nor  to  rewards;  the 
man  who  captures  the  prisoner  has  the  right  to  go  on  a  hosting  on  the 
release  of  the  prisoner;  and  if  he  go,  the  lord  usually  allows  that  no 
account  be  taken  of  the  clothes  or  the  ornaments  on  which  are  gold  and 
enamel.  And  the  true  kerns  may  not  accept  gratuities  from  the  people 
of  the  house,  but  only  from  a  stranger  [to  the  locality!  except  where  the 
lord  orders  them  [him^  to  be  stripped  of  all  their  pis‘9  goods.  If 
kerns  are  billetted  on  the  kin  of  a  king's  son  or  of  a  neighbor  [of  their^ 
they  [the  kern^  may  not  accept  gratuities  from  them;  but  if  the  wind 
lies  to  the  door  of  the  house  they  may,  with  the  permission  of  the  lord, 
partake  of  food;  if  a  fine  of  cows  is  imposed  on  the  guilty  person  they 
may  eat  beef,  and  if  not  they  may  eat  mutton." 

These  regulations  indicate  an  advanced  state  of  rural  civilization 
In  Ulster  under  O'Neill's  rule,  while  the  Brehon  Law  was  still  in  undis¬ 
turbed  operation,  and  the  development  of  a  legal  system  well  adapted  to 
those  times  and  conditions,  however  it  may  have  differed  from  that  to 
which  we  are  accustomed.  It  will  be  noticed  what  a  strange  mixture  of 
military  and  civil  duties  are  assigned  to  the  "true  kerns",  combining 
responsibilities  of  a  commander  of  the  guard  with  functions  similar  to 
those  of  a  modern  sheriff.  Such  duties  would,  of  course,  have  been 
largely  performed  by  deputies,  since  the  "true  kerns"  themselves  must 
have  been  principally  occupied  in  the  administration  of  their  own  terri- 
-tories,  except  when  they  accompanied  O'Neill  on  a  hosting,  i.e.  military 
expedition.  The  fines  imposed  in  a  country  such  as  that  over  which 
O'Neill  had  jurisdiction  probably  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum,  so 
that  the  hereditary  office  of  "true  kern"  was  apparently  profitable,  and 
also  furnished  its  holder  with  an  honorable  distinction.  The  tradition 
that  o'Devlin  was  Sword-bearer  to  O' Neill  may  refer  to  the  ceremonial 
aspect  of  his  office  as  "true  kern". 
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aiU  to  tabto  yd  bolaattft  «i  ft«to  anoyfre  to  wftltoo  to  laliW  £  M" 

>atobft  to  alolJtft  tavadoiiiw  oJ  ballitoa  atft  mid  toettfi  ortw  aao^  4)'K>I 
»^J580d  ft  ytMftb  naalii)  al  lonoaitq  adJ  tl  boft  inam 

Jon  fttft  yad)  ,Ubft  aetl  nwo  sht  to  aotad  eoti  adJ  oi  lovo  bsbxuul  biu 
adJ  izbtftwai  oJ  ion  felnammotoi  aW  to  .a-Q  Ji  to  oJ  baiJiJaa 

adJ  no  yUlaod  »  no  ol  Jd^t  adJ  ftftd  tanoebiq  adl  aatDlqft^  odw  nftm 
on  IftdJ  Bwollft  xUuuaa  b%ol  adJ  ad  U  btiB  \iwo&hq  adl  to  aaftalat 
bAft  bioj  yift  rioldw'  no  eJnantftnto  adJ  to  aadJolo  adl  to  aaiUi  ad  Jnifoooft 
alqoaq  adi  lootl  aaiJiulftti  Jqa::^*  ton  ynm  antwjJ  aot<  oitJ  bnA  rilaoiftnft^^ 
aril  atadw  jqaoxa  rVlilftOoi  adi  oJJ  taga^to  ft  motl  'jtoo  tod  ,aaupd  adJ  to 
U  -abooj  D>ei4  tiadJ  iU  to  baqqJtto  ?Aj>i  madliftiabio  btol 

fetiariMc^  toddyan  ft  to  to  n®«  a'yt.^d  ft  to  aid  adJ  no  balJaiiid  »tft^**®3* 
bniw  art!  li  i®d  ;i»adi  rcotl  aaiMptot^  ton  yftio  igntad  adjj  ^ 

.btd!  adllo  n^teuntaq  9iii  AUm  vftdi  X^Ai  9^^foA  adJ  to  toob  adJ  oJ  sail 
XaiU  ncfttacf  no  baftoqfai  ei  to  anil  »  \i  to  aaUJTfiq 

^^ttom  toa  ton  li  bftft -^toadiJfta  t®*®  i 

x  im  ^  ^  ^  , 

nolUftiiiTto  Utxn  to  alftJe  baooftvbft  oft  atKOiboi  anoiJjitogat  aaailT  “• 

'Biboit  fti  kltto  aftw  waftJ  nodatfl  ajiJialtdw  ,aJUjt  z^JiJaR_Q  taboK  laJftlU  $dj 
oJ  baiqshft  itow'm^ye  ir.^  ft  to  toamqoiavab  adJ  bnft  ,noiJ«taqo  badtoi 
'  OJ  J4dj  moll  bata«ib  avud  yum  li  tavawi^  .wilibnoo  biw  aamij  aeodl  ^ 
lo  fly  tol  a^Bolz  ft  Jftjiw  baoiJoB  ad  Uiw  JI*  .bamoJftftooft  atft  aw  HoJdw 
yiinldmo^  ,  antW  antJ^  adJ  of  bon^sJt  atft  aaitob  iivio  bnft  iftftUlim 
oJ  iftiimla  anommil  fiJiw  btftn^  mif  to  tabflftmmoo  ft  to  aal^ltoiaaoqifti 
^  naad  avftd  .aaiftoo  to  >iuow  aaitob  doftS  i.ltita^  mabom  ft  to  aeodl 
sjiiio  asvlaRfnadl  "afri&Jl  sn/ti'*  aili  aonia  ,iiaiHJcjdb  ^  bamtoltaKi  yla^tAl 
-il;taj  A^O  •xiarlJ  to  iio«ftt>fctojiiibft  oAi  ai  bam«!)oo  yilftqioflbiq  naad  avftd  ^ 
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Of  the  other  "true  kerns",  the  MacCawells  belonged  to  that  branch 
of  the  Clan  Owen  known  as  the  Descendants  of  Feradach,  because  of 
their  descent  from  a  brother  of  Murkertac  mac  Erca.  They  were  con¬ 
sequently  only  very  remotely  related  to  the  O^ Devlins,  their  last  com¬ 
mon  ancestor  having  been  Muireadach,  son  of  Owen  the  founder  of  the 
clan.  The  MacCawells  were  a  numerous  and  influential  sept,  who  at  one 
time  rivalled  the  O'Neills  themselves  in  power.  During  the  twelfth 
century,  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  refer  to  their  chief  by  the 
magniloquent  titles  "head  of  the  councils  and  upholder  of  the  liberality 
and  fortitude  of  the  north  of  Ireland."  John  O'Donovan  says  of  the  Mac¬ 
Cawells  that  they  were  famous  in  Irish  history  for  their  learning  and 
for  the  many  dignitaries  that  they  supplied  to  the  church.  The  Mac- 
Murroughs  were  less  distinguished  than  the  MacCawells.  Although  the 
annals  record  the  deaths  of  their  chiefs  during  several  centuries,  little 
else  is  known  of  them.  Their  land,  Muintir-Birn,  was  situated  in  the 
extreme  southeastern  part  of  Tyrone,  south  of  Munterevlin  and  border¬ 
ing  on  Monaghan.15 

In  apparent  contradiction  to  The  Book  of  Clandeboy.  which  was 
written  by  some  scholar  attached  to  the  O  Neills  and  who  identifies 
O* Devlin  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  O' Neill's  infantry.  Sir  Toby  Caulfield, 
writing  in  1610  at  the  time  of  the  Confiscations,  says  that  the  O'Devlins 
collectively  were  designated  as  "horsemen"  by  the  Irish.  Although  this 
may  have  been  a  native  title  resembling  the  English  "knight",  it  is 
probable  that  at  the  time  when  Caulfield  wrote,  the  O'Devlins,  like  their 
neighbors  the  O'Donnellys,  the  O'Hagans,  and  the  O'Quinns,  furnished 
both  horsemen  and  footmen  to  O' Neill's  forces. 16  The  cavalry  of  the 
Irish  was  a  sort  of  light  horse,  armed  with  spears,  javelins,  swords, 
daggers,  and  in  later  times,  with  pistols.  They  sometimes  wore  armor, 
as  helmets,  coats  of  mail  and  shields.! 7 

It  is  possible  that  the  mullets  (star-shaped  spur  rowels)  in  the 
Devlin  coat  of  arms  may  refer  to  their  status  as  "horsemen".  In  these 
arms,  between  the  mullets,  appears  a  Celtic  cross  which  apparently 
represents  the  famous  Cross  of  Arboe,  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Neagh 
adjacent  to  the  O' Devlins'  ancient  territory  of  Munterevlin.  This  cross, 
which  is  of  great  age,  is  the  most  notable  artistic  and  historic  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  countryside  in  which  the  O'Devlins  lived.  The  griffin  of  the 
crest,  an  heraldic  monster  fairly  common  in  Irish  arms,  seems  to  have 
no  particular  significance.  The  family's  arms  may  date  at  least  from 
the  seventeenth  century  when  The  O' Devlin,  "chief  of  his  name", 
received  a  pardon  from  the  English  (1601).  With  others  of  his  sept  he 
was  given  the  title  of  "gentleman",  which  in  those  days  was  a  term 
ordinarily  confined  to  those  possessing  a  coat  of  arms.  As  showing  the 
close  connection  of  the  family  with  the  cross,  an  O'Devlin  who  received 
his  pardon  with  the  chief  is  described  as  vicar  of  Arboe.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  power  of  appointment  to  this  vicarage,  prior  to  the 
period  of  the  Confiscations,  was  in  the  hands  of  The  O' Devlin. 

Claims  have  been  made  that  Irish  coats  of  arms,  like  Irish  families, 
are  the  most  ancient  in  Europe,  and  it  has  even  been  conjectured  that 
some  of  the  bearings  in  the  forms  of  animals  on  Irish  arms  may  be 
totemistic  in  origin,  having  been  the  emblems  of  Irish  clans  since  pagan 
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days.  Whatever  may  be  the  truth  of  this  hypothesis  in  individual  cases, 
the  great  majority  of  Irish  coats  of  arms  are  of  comparatively  recent 
date,  having  been  produced  in  the  office  of  the  Ulster  King  of  Arms  in 
Dublin  Castle  during  the  last  three  centuries.  One  reason  for  their 
production  is  to  be  found  in  the  demand  of  Irish  adventurers  in  Conti¬ 
nental  European  armies  for  proof  of  noble  blood,  which  was  a  prerequi¬ 
site  for  promotions  to  the  higher  ranks.  The  arms  of  Milesian  Irish 
families,  like  the  tartans  of  Scotch  clans,  are  badges  of  identity  which 
commemorate  remote  genealogical  connections,,  but  unlike  most 
European  arms  are  essentially  democratic  in  their  significance,  since 
they  are  not  in  themselves  indicative  of  wealth  nor  of  social  distinction's 

The  Cross  of  Arboe,  eighteen  and  a  half  feet  high,  stands  on  a 
double-graduated  pedestal.  On  the  front  center  there  is  a  representation 
of  the  Crucifixion,  accompanied  by  other  panels  containing  elaborately 
carved  Biblical  scenes.  One  of  the  upper  circular  quarter-bands  of  the 
crossed  arms  is  broken;  otherwise  the  cross  is  in  good  condition,  19 
This  cross  may  have  inspired  the  Devlin  motto  -  Crux  mea  Stella.  In 
fact  the  O* Devlins  may  very  well  have  erected  the  cross,  since  such 
crosses  were  constructed  about  the  time  that  they,  or  their  immediate 
ancestors,  probably  first  occupied  Munterevlin,20  and  the  O^ Devlins 
would  have  been  in  those  days  the  richest  and  most  influential  sept  in 
that  vicinity,  and  probably  the  principal  patrons  of  the  abbey,  as  after¬ 
wards  of  the  church,  at  Arboe. 

At  Arboe,  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Neagh,  are  the  ruins  of  an  abbey 
which  formerly  contained  the  tomb  of  St.  Colman,  its  founder.  The 
abbey  itself  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1166,  when  the  Ulidians  made  an 
Incursion  into  Tyrone,  probably  in  boats  from  the  other  side  of  the 
lake, 21  but  the  cross  remains  erect.  This  abbey  was  founded  by  St. 
Colman,  probably  in  the  sixth  ce'nfury,  when  the  Clan  Colla,  to  which  he 
belonged,  was  in  possession  of  this  territory.  His  relics  were  long  pre¬ 
served  in  the  abbey  and  his  festival  kept  on  the  twenty-first  of  February. 
According  to  his  genealogy,  the  saint  was  descended  from  the  eldest  of 
the  Three  Collas.22 

No  Irish  map  of  the  O^Devlins*  ancestral  possessions,  dating  from 
the  clan  days,  has  come  down  to  us,  but  an  English  map  of  territories 
confiscated  to  form  the  Ulster  Plantation  was  issued  in  1610,  after 
preparation  in  the  preceding  year. 23  On  this  map  Munterevlin  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  containing  more  than  14,000  acres,  or  in  excess  of  twenty-two 
square  miles.  The  larger  part,  by  about  2,000  acres,  lay  in  the  northern 
portion,  Revelin  Yetra.  The  southern  part  was  known  as  Revelin  Outra, 
the  two  being  corruptions  respectively  of  Irish  words  meaning  The 
Lower  and  Upper  People  of  Devlin  (i.e.  Muinter  Dhoibhilen  lochtarach 
and  Muinter  Dhoibhilen  Uachtarach).24  These  designations  may  refer 
to  a  prior  division,  during  the  clan  days,  made  for  convenience  of 
administration,  although  there  was  only  one  chief  for  the  whole  territory, 
as  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  pardon  granted  to  The  Devlin  and 
his  followers  in  1601. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  possible  that  these  divisions  in  Munterevlin 
may  refer  to  an  original  occupation  of  this  territory  by  two  branches  of 
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Devlin's  descendants;  one  of  whom  may  have  been  the  Maguiggans,  who 
are  mentioned  later  in  this  chapter.  The  Maguiggans  figure  prominently 
in  the  pardon  granted  to  The  O'Devlin,  and  may  have  been  of  the  same 
stock  as  the  O'Devlins.  Another  possibility  is  suggested  by  Mr.  James 
E.  McGuire,  i.e.  that  this  division  may  date  from  a  period  when  the 
O'Devllns  and  the  O'Donhellys  occupied  Munterevlin  jointly,  since 
"People  of  Devlin"  would  have  been  equally  descriptive  of  either  sept. 
Later,  at  a  time  and  for  reasons  unknown,  one  branch  of  Devlin's 
descendants  may  have  acquired  the  territory  of  Ballydonnelly  and  have 
adopted  Devlin's  father,  Donnelly,  as  their  eponym.  At  any  rate  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  territory  known  as  Muninter  Dhonnghaile,  but 
only  Baile  Uf  Dhonnghaile  (Ballydonnelly),  which  means  "town  of 
Donnelly",  and  is  a  geographical  rather  than  a  genealogical  designation. 

On  the  map  of  1610,  as  on  many  other  maps  of  that  period,  north 
is  at  the  bottom  and  south  at  the  top,  the  reverse  of  the  situation  in 
which  they  would  appear  on  modern  maps. 2 5  This  map  was  not  made  by 
actual  measurement  of  the  land.  The  English  cartographers  simply 
summoned  the  "clerks"  of  the  territory,  who  in  the  clan  days  were 
entrusted  with  the  records  of  landholdings,  and  received  from  them  a 
verbal  description  of  the  land  by  townlands,  which  the  mapmakers  put 
down  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  trying  to  reconcile  the  data  received 
with  the  natural  features  of  the  terrain.  As  can  be  imagined,  what  was 
produced  under  such  conditions  was  at  best  a  very  crude  and  frequently 
distorted  attempt  at  a  visual  representation  of  land  assigned  to  the  new 
owners  in  the  Ulster  Plantation.26 

* 

On  the  north,  as  depicted  on  this  map,  the  boundary  of  Munterevlin 
followed  the  meanderings  of  the  Ballinderry  east  for  about  five  miles  to 
a  point  approximately  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Thence 
the  boundary  ran  southeast,  skirting  what  is  shown  as  the  church-land 
of  Arboe,  where  most  of  the  modern  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin 
lies,  to  the  shores  of  Lough  Neagh.  Along  the  shores  of  the  lake  the 
o'Devlin  territory  is  represented  as  stretching  south  for  about  three 
and  a  half  miles  and  thence,  turning  west,  the  southern  boundary 
extended  inland  about  five  miles  to  take  in  the  country  around  the  modern 
Stewartstown,  whence  the  very  irregular  western  boundary  ran  north  to 
the  point  of  departure  on  the  Ballinderry. 

It  is  evident  from  what  we  know  of  the  map  of  1610  that  it  was 
made  for  practical  reasons  concerned  with  the  division  of  land  among 
the  new  settlers  and  not  with  any  idea  of  representing  the  extent  of 
former  Irish  territories  for  historical  purposes.  So  far  as  this  map 
serves  the  latter  object  it  does  so  incidentally  and,  one  might  say, 
accidentally.  The  Plantation  system  had  replaced  the  clan  system  of 
land  tenure  and  English  realty  law  had  taken  the  place  of  the  Brehon 
Law.  The  cartographers  were  especially  concerned  with  the  ancient 
townlands,  since  these  served  as  useful  units  in  the  distribution  of  land 
among  the  new  owners.  The  larger  territorial  entities,  however,  did 
not  lend  themselves  so  readily  to  divisional  purposes,  and  although  their 
names  were  frequently  preserved,  as  in  this  case,  for  the  sake  of  con¬ 
venient  identification,  this  does  not  necessarily  imply  that  we  have  on 
the  map  of  1610  the  original  clan  territory  as  it  was  before  the  days  of 
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the  Confiscations.  In  making  its  grants  to  "undertakers"  the  Crown 
could  and  did  add  to  or  subtract  from  these  tribal  territories  to  suit  its 
own  convenience. 

Applying  these  considerations  to  the  map  of  1610,  as  it  pertains 
to  Munterevlin,  we  are  at  once  struck  with  the  impression  that,  in  this 
particular  instance,  its  extremely  irregular  snape  and  deeply  indented 
boundaries  bear  the  general  appearance  of  what  we  would  expect  of 
ancient  clan  territory,  assembled  in  a  haphazard  manner  before  the 
days  of  modern  surveying.  It  does  not  look  like  an  artificial  creation 
planned  especially  for  the  scientific  allotment  of  land  in  the  newly  con¬ 
stituted  Plantation.  Lough  Neagh  forms  a  natural  limit  on  the  east,  and 
the  southern  and  western  boundaries  could  not  be  pushed  much  further 
in  either  direction  without  encroaching  on  territories  known  to  have 
belonged  to  the  Hagans,  the  O^Corrs,  or  the  Neills.  On  further 
consideration,  however,  our  suspicion  is  aroused  that  the  northern 
boundary,  as  represented  by  the  Ballinderry  River,  differs  from  that  of 
the  O^Devlin  property  as  it  was  before  the  Confiscations. 

We  know  that  before  the  time  of  the  Plantation  the  Ballinderry, 
which  later  represented  the  dividing  line  not  only  between  the  newly 
constituted  counties  of  Tyrone  and  Londonderry,  but  also  between  the 
land  assigned  to  the  Scottish  "undertakers"  and  that  allotted  to  the 
London  companies,  was  no  more  than  one  of  many  streams  within  the 
country  of  the  Clan  Owen.  So  we  find  at  the  present  day  that  the  parishes 
of  Ballinderry,  Artrea,  Lissan,  Tamlaght.  and  Derryloran  straddle  the 
Ballinderry,  their  southern  portions  lying  in  Tyrone  and  their  northern 
parts  in  Londonderry.  These  parishes,  which  like  many  of  the  present 
townlands  antedate  the  Plantation,  are  valuable  for  the  indications  that 
they  furnish  of  the  former  extent  of  clan  territories.  Knowing  that  the 
Ballinderry,  a  stream  with  the  courtesy  title  of  river,  was  no  boundary 
for  parishes,  we  are  led  to  suspect  that  it  was  not  a  boundary  in  the 
clan  days  for  Munterevlin  on  its  northern  border.  Likewise  we  find 
that  the  distribution  of  Devlin  landholders  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  was  little  affected  by  the  Ballinderry  as  a  boundary,  since 
Griffith's  Valuation,  and  the  testimony  of  John  O'Donovan  in  his  Ordnance 
Survey  Letters,  show  them  to  have  oeen  especially  numerous  in  southern 
Londonderry  at  that  time,  and  particularly  so  in  the  part  of  Artrea 
parish  lying  in  that  county.  Although  too  much  importance  should  not  be 
.  attached  to  such  a  distribution  so  many  centuries  after  the  clan  days, 
at  any  rate  it  gives  some  additional  weight  to  a  conclusion  that  Seems 
warranted  on  other  grounds,  which  is  that  the  ancient  Munterevlin 
extended  north  of  the  Ballinderry  into  what  is  now  the  barony  of 
Loughinsholin  in  Londonderry. 

For  this  conclusion  we  have  the  assertion  of  John  O'Donovan,  who 
is  outstanding  among  Irish  scholars  for  the  exactitude  of  his  observa¬ 
tions  and  the  range  of  his  knowledge.  In  one  of  his  Ordnance  Survey 
Letters,  written  from  Moneymore  in  Londonderry,  and  dated  Sept.  27, 
1834,  he  says:  "The  Devlins  are  by  far  the  naost  numerous  family  from 
this  to  Lough  Neagh,  where  tradition  says  their  inheritance  lay,  and 
there  is  a  district  to  the  west  of  the  lough,  in  the  parish  of  Ard-trea,27 
that  still  recalls  their  name  Muinter  Dobhailen,  anglicized  Munterevlin." 
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On  the  map  of  1610,  however,  as  can  be  seen  from  a  list  of  townlands 
and  parishes  given  in  Appendix  VI,  the  parish  of  Ard-trea,  or  Artrea, 
was  not  a  part  of  either  Revelin  Yetra  or  of  Revelin  Outra,  nor  was  it 
included  in  the  modern  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  O^Donovan  wrote  this  letter,  making  reference  to  a  district 
in  southern  Londonderry  known  locally  as  Munterevlin,  four  years 
before  the  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin  was  set  up  in  Tyrone,  south 
of  the  Ballinderry,  by  the  Poor  Law  Act  of  1838. 

In  corroboration  of  O^Donovan^s  statement  that  the  O^Devlins 
were  a  sept  of  southern  Londonderry,  is  the  map  of  Philip  MacDermott, 
prepared  for  Owen  Connelan^s  edition  of  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters. 
published  in  1846,  on  which  the  Devlins  are  represented  as  occupying 
land  north  of  the  Ballinderry  River,  or  rather  north  of  the  region 
through  which  this  stream,  which  is  omitted  on  the  map,  would  flow. 
Likewise,  while  in  one  part  of  his  Irish  Pedigrees,  John  O^Hart  says 
that  the  land  of  the  O’Devlins  lay  on  the  borders  of  Derry  and  Tyrone, 
near  Lough  Neagh,  in  another  place  he  refers  to  Devlin  as  a  chief  in 
Londonderry,  using  the  modern  county  designation  for  the  convenience 
of  his  readers. 28  Sir  Robert  E.  Matheson,  in  his  Special  Report  on 
Surnames  in  Ireland,  also  classifies  the  O^Devlins  as  a  Londonderry 
sept.  Of  course  all  these  authorities  may  simply  have  taken  O^Donovan^s 
assertion  as  basis  for  their  location  of  Munterevlin,  without  making  any 
further  inquiries  of  their  own,  but  for  what  they  may  be  worth  these 
additional  testimonies  tend  to  strengthen  the  belief  that  Munterevlin  was 
not  bounded  by  the  Ballinderry. 

Mr.  ].  K.  McGuire,  to  whom  the  author  is  so  largely  indebted  for 
a  study  of  this  question,  notes  that  some  of  the  "small  proportions"  on 
the  map  of  1610,  formed  by  groups  of  townlands,  extend  on  either  side 
of  the  river,  so  little  was  the  latter  regarded  as  a  boundary  even  for 
such  minor  territorial  units.  On  the  map  of  1610  Revelin  Yetra  and 
Revelin  Outra  are  shown  as  almost  devoid  of  trees,  as  at  the  present 
day,  but  north  of  the  Ballinderry  a  dense  forest,  fourteen  or  fifteen 
miles  in  length,  is  represented.  On  the  other  hand  The  Civil  Survey 
(1654-1656).  Vol.  Ill,  p.  248,  speaks  of  "useful  woods"  in  "Monterneavlin" 
about  fifty  years  later,  perhaps  referring  to  a  portion  of  the  ancient 
territory  north  of  the  Ballinderry. 

Although  we  are  dealing  here  with  probabilities  and  not  with  cer¬ 
tainties,  it  seems  likely  that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  clan  land  of 
Munterevlin  lay  north  of  the  Ballinderry,  in  spite  of  the  map  of  1610, 
which  represents  this  river  as  its  northern  boundary.  The  main  part  of 
Munterevlin,  however,  would  appear  to  have  extended  south  of  the 
Ballinderry  (where  the  Devlins  now  live  in  greatest  numbers)  and 
roughly  in  the  position  where  it  appears  on  this  map.  Subject  to  the 
crude  methods  of  mapmaking  described  by  Dr.  Seamus  O  Ceallaigh,  it 
seems  that,  with  perhaps  minor  additions  or  subtractions,  southern 
Munterevlin  lies  before  us  very  much  as  it  was  before  the  Confiscations. 
Jn  confirmation  of  this  view  we  have  a  map  of  an  earlier  date  (1603-1606) 
on  which,  with  no  pretense  to  more  than  a  rough  indication  of  its  loca¬ 
tion,  Munterevlin  occupies  the  same  general  position  where  we  find  it  on 
the  large-scale  map  of  1610.  This  map  of  1603-1606  is  of  the  kind  made 
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by  early  explorers  in  America,  on  which  the  names  of  Indian  tribes 
appear  sprawled  vaguely  over  wide  stretches  of  territory.  It  gives  the 
Impression  that  all  the  land  west  of  Lough  Neagh,  to  a  considerable 
distance  south  of  the  Ballinderry  and  well  inland  from  the  lake,  belonged 
to  the  O^Devlins,  since  it  does  not  differentiate  the  church  land  of  Arboe 
from  the  clan  territory,  as  on  the  map  of  1610.  It  does  not  deny  an 
extension  of  O^Devlin  holdings  north  of  the  Ballinderry,  however,  since 
little  more  than  the  mouth  of  this  stream  is  shown.29 

Considering  the  manner  in  which  the  map  of  1610  was  prepared,  a 
detailed  discussion  of  its  component  parts  would  hardly  lead  to  any  very 
valuable  results,  since  the  map  itself,  which  would  furnish  the  foundation 
for  such  an  inquiry,  is  little  more  than  a  rough  sketch  to  which  it  is 
impossible  to  lay  a  scale  of  miles  with  any  assurance  that  the  results 
would  conform  to  realities.  Thanks  to  this  map,  however,  even  if  the 
pious  pilgrim  in  visiting  the  land  of  his  forefathers  cannot  determine  its 
extent  with  a  surveyor's  precision,  he  can  at  least  traverse  considerable 
areas  of  its  surface  with  the  certitude  that  he  is  treading  the  soil  of  the 
O'Devlins'  ancient  territory.  Travelling  east  from  Stewartstown  to  the 
shores  of  Lough  Neagh,  or  north  from  that  village  to  the  Ballinderry,  he 
may  become  acquainted  with  that  low-lying  land  to  the  west  of  the  great 
lake  which  was  the  possession  of  his  ancestors  for  so  many  centuries. 

The  seat  of  The  O' Devlin,  Chief  of  his  sept,  was  probably  at  a 
place  called  Faigh  in  the  clan  days,  where  Andrew  Stewart,  Lord 
Ochiltree, 30  built  a  castle  when  Revelin  Yetra  and  Revelin  Outra  were 
assigned  to  him  as  "undertaker"  by  James  I,  at  the  time  of  the  Confisca¬ 
tions  Tn  1610.  In  fact  a  contemporary  document  speaks  of  Irish  houses, 
later  occupied  by  British  tenants,  as  located  near  the  new  castle. 31 
Such  a  settlement  was  likely  to  have  accumulated  in  proximity  to  The 
O'Devlin's  residence.  The  fortified  mansions  of  the  former  chiefs,  of 
at  least  the  defensive  earthworks  and  stockades  attached  to  them,  were 
frequently  taken  over  by  the  new  settlers,  being  ordinarily  well  located 
for  purposes  of  defense.  Around  this  castle  of  the  new  owner  grew  what 
is  now  the  village  of  Stewartstown. 32 

Such  residences  as  that  of  The  O'Devlin  were  almost  always  con¬ 
structed  of  wood.  For  the  furniture,  doorposts  and  other  special  parts 
of  the  house,  yew  was  frequently  used,  carved  and  set  with  gold,  silver, 
bronze  or  gems.  About  the  chief's  dwelling  were  grouped  separate 
buildings  for  servants,  retainers  and  livestock.  Around  all  these  struc¬ 
tures  was  a  circular  trench,  with  an  earthen  rampart  and  stockade  on 
the  inside.  Where  water  was  at  hand,  the  trench  was  flooded  to  make  a 
moat,  as  an  additional  protection  against  enemies,  robbers  or  wolves, 
which  last  were  not  completely  eliminated  from  the  Irish  countryside 
until  the  eighteenth  century.  A  special  breed  of  dogs  (the  gigantic  Irish 
wolfhounds,  which  The  Book  of  Lismore  compares  in  size  to  donkeys, 33 
and  whose  modern  representatives  sometimes  stand  three  feet  from  the 
ground  at  the  shoulders)  was  kept  to  guard  the  flocks  and  herds  from 
their  depredations. 

The  everyday  dress  of  both  sexes  in  a  community  like  Munterevlin, 
as  evidenced  by  figures  on  High  Crosses  such  as  that  of  Arboe  and  from 
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literary  references,  consisted  of  a  tight-fitting  linen  garment  worn 
next  to  the  person  and  a  cloak  with  an  attached  hood;  the  latter  affording 
the  only  protection  for  the  head  except  that  furnished  by  the  hair,  which 
was  grown  thick  and  bushy,  or  flowing.  On  the  feet  were  leather  shoes, 
often  elaborately  decorated,  and  resembling  Indian  moccasins.  Vivid 
colors  characterized  the  dress  worn  on  formal  occasions,  and  the 
jewelry  that  has  been  preserved,  such  as  brooches  and  pins,  often  dis¬ 
plays  a  marked  artistic  excellence  in  design  and  workmanship.  In  the 
modern  world,  the  menage  of  an  Arab  sheikh  would  perhaps  come  near¬ 
est  to  the  general  effect  produced  by  such  a  household  as  that  of  The 
o’Devlin,  especially  in  that  open-handed  hospitality  which  is  character¬ 
istic  of  pastoral  aristocracies. 34 

The  modern  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin,  which  commem¬ 
orates  in  its  name  the  prior  possessions  of  the  O’Devlins  in  northeastern 
Tyrone,  contains  only  two  townlands  -  Mullanahoe  and  Lanaglug  -  that 
formed  a  part  of  the  more  than  twenty  square  miles  included  in  the  clan 
territory  south  of  the  Ballinderry,  if  we  can  trust  the  map  of  1610  for 
its  correct  demarcation.  The  remainder  of  the  electoral  division’s 
6863  acres  is  located  on  what  this  map  represents  as  the  church-land 
of  Arboe,  afterwards  granted  to  the  Protestant  archbishops  of  Armagh, 
when  the  Ulster  Plantation  was  established.  The  electoral  division  of 
Munterevlin  was  formed  at  the  time  when  the  Poor  Law  of  1838  was 
enacted,  the  authorities  selecting  by  a  happy  inspiration  a  place-name 
associated  with  the  locality,  although  at  that  time  the  exact  location  of 
the  old  territory  was  not  known.35 
• 

In  Irish  Muinter  DQibhilen36  is  both  People  of  Devlin,  in  reference 
to  those  of  its  inhabitants  who  were  descendants  of  Devlin,  and  also  a 
place-name  applied  to  the  land  where  the  O’Devltns  lived.  Many  Devlins 
continue  to  reside  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  their  ancient  territory,  but 
they  were  never  the  sole  nor,  in  the  clan  days,  its  most  numerous 
Inhabitants,  being  at  that  time  the  administrators,  the  principal  land- 
owners,  and  probably  either  the  original  conquerors  of  the  land,  or  the 
proteges  of  the  conquerors.  The  popular  impression  that  the  people  of 
an  Irish  territory  formed  a  homogeneous  clan,  claiming  descent  from  a 
common  ancestor,  will  be  dissipated  by  an  examination  of  ancient 
records  such  as  the  State  Papers  called  Fiants.37  in  one  of  these  docu¬ 
ments,  which  contains  the  pardon  of  the  last  Chief  of  Munterevlin  for 
his  participation  in  the  Nine  Years  War  against  the  English,  while 
twenty -two  of  his  own  name  are  included  in  this  amnesty,  there  are 
fifty  others  using  twenty-one  different  surnames. 38  For  reasons  given 
in  the  first  part  of  the  third  chapter,  the  Devlins  now  probably  form  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  country  west  of  Lough  Neagh 
than  they  did  during  the  days  when  they  ruled  over  this  territory. 

o 

In  the  pardon  given  to  O’Devlin  and  his  followers  in  1601,  those 
classed  as  "gentlemen"  included  only  the  O’Devlins  and  the  Maguiggans, 
and  there  were  nearly  as  many  of  the  latter  as  of  the  former.  From 
this  close  association  of  the  two  septs  it  appears  probable  that  the 
Maguiggans  had  some  sort  of  hereditary  office  or  offices  in  O’Devlin’s 
household,  just  as  O’Devlin  served  as  "true  kern"  to  O’ Neill,  since 
every  ruler  of  a  tuath  like  Munterevlin  maintained  an  establishment 


,  ’  ■  /*  *  ‘■  A 

■*. , liA 


I** 


#v 


n 


niow  fiafili  ^i'Wt- yo  b4i)alafloo  X^jnalll 

^tbioXlM  i^Iiti  e/iJ  ;i>ood  lUtibatln  fie  liiJ-#  iAOlb  a  bna  noBnaq  acli  oJ  ixdo 
,itart  %<ti  Ytf  be^effrt^^  bMlf  yqv>X9  ba^rf  af(5  fol  noH:H^)onii‘xIfK)  aftt 
,e9<Mia  iaKlff9l  ftO  .yi/wofl  to  ^x^Amihog  idldi  ijworia  eew 

hhrfV  nubiil'‘i|iiildi»b«aT:  ima  ,b«iirroo®b  naJlo 

s41  ba* 'IWioN5»a?>o  Jfiisioi  no  mow  -wli  basJiaJoiiadb  moIoD 

-d/b  ^an#Q  bn*  «'->iloootcf  aa  il^e  4>dnsa9i<|  narf  JadJ  ^Isw^t 
^  odJ  nl'^  .qtrianem^Show  bna  ni|h»b  kl  ntwiallaojta  dt^ns  bsjitam  a 
-lIV^n  9ioot>  J^qcdisq  bWow  daiA  aa  lo  ^.♦aanaw  »di  ,Wiow  nidbom 

^df  yohgdi  S6  blodo^vcfd  s  floi*a  xd  baouboiq  Irndns^  adt  oi  ten 
-X^JoaxbdDj,3J  doHw  ^lilsJlCiRod  b«hnw<-n»qo  UdJ  ni  ^IvaO'O 

b£,8^jOB-i:)onjiia  Irtoiaiiq  lo  oiiBl 


-moflsmn^  doMw  ,nitvm9im<M  lo'floiftlvib  laiolofld  mebooi  9i1T  -  ^ 
nj^ieg^dftoa  nP  anllvjKl'O  9itJ  lo  nooJaeaeeoq  loHq  adl  aman  2)1  ^  Bslaio 
)an)  ^  yjl^iiJ  b(U  sddanaliuM  -  abitainwo)  owf  x^no  »aifi)noD“  ,9noixT 
fialo  9/V  b^boioixl  aoJica  9tjgupe,  x^^^j  asA)  moco  9d)  lo  iiaq  a  bsmiol 
lai  0l9i  lo  Clam  9d)  iaorf  nfA  9w1i  ^  ^  dlwo*  X^^iw) 

^  ’  a 'no /e/Ylb  laiofosl  9  9d)  lo  i^bniam 91  9ffr  .nolJaouiAxob  loanoo  bW 

bnai-'doiaiio  adl  aa  am^emqm  qam  eld)  )«hr  no  boiaool  al  amoa  Ed89 
’£  .rijajniA'lo^eqod*!^^’*  lofifaoJOi^  9dJ  ol  bol&an^  abnaiaxofla  ,9<KhA  lo 
lo  noialTlb  laioloslo  odT  .b^dalklaJeo  aaw  noDainaN  i9)elU  sd)  aariw 
fc  ’  aaw  8€8£  lo  waJ  ibo^  eri)  nariw  «nl)  Sdi  la  baoiiol  zaw  nilvmoliiBli 

i  smao-Boalq  a  noDailqaiii  y^qad  a  xd  jfilJooiaa  ealllrcMDua  orf)  .bsJoaas  t  \ 

It  lo  oolladol  loax9  sd)  )aii)  )a  d's^KHa  ^xlllaooi  od)  dllw  bslaldoaaa 

^t^woATl  Ion  Baw  xiolliiot  bio  sd)  I 


a 


r 

‘  '.r 


«i 


1  '  “v 

900919191  fiJ  lo  elqos’?  d)o<j  ei  ’9Eai^i|i(tc)|oci  loiaiijM  daHl  nX  ,  ^  \ 

a  oaiA  bit*  ,fltf*/9CX  lo  Bin ahnsaaob  9t9W  odw  a)«ji)ldadnl  8)1  lo  9aod)  o)  I 
BitiWoG  xn^M  aniivaa'O  9di  sisdw  bnai  sd)  oJ  boilqqa  oraan-soaiq 

)od  loolona  il9di  lo  xlinlblv  arf)  nl  ic  ao  sblBoi  d)  aonllnoo 

V  gBOTurndh  )C50fc  «^l  ,ax^^*^'®'d)  nf  ^lon  oloa  nd)  i9V9i!  otsw  x®d)  ' 

'*  -bital  iaqioAfiq  dd)  ,»*to)a^lsl/iiaiba  9xb  sddA  Jwil  la  yaisd  .eJaalfaadnl 
9d)  10  .Ihi^  9d)  lo  aioiaopnoo  lanisl*)©  ^  lorflis  ,2i^wo 

lo  9lqc9q  9d)  )af«  nolaasiqanl  laioqoq  9dT  -moieopnoo  art)  lo  seyy^q 
a  tsurti  in3deafa  ^imiaio  ^aio  auoaaBaoiaofi  a  bomiol  x**®)!!!*)  rfaiy  na 
bialodk  Id  no>)aaixHaK9  aa  ^d  balac^jaeib  'Bd  Uiir  ;io)B90aa^noi3MOO 
-*99ob  9«9di  lo  3no  oi  ^.abtall  ballao  aiacja^  tfgHt  «1)  ea  doits  Bbiboai 
lol  n)/v9i9JnuM  lo  loldO  laai  sd)  lo  noblaq  od)  anfalnoo  doldw  (Slfidca 
olidw  9d)  lania^a  laW  aiaoT  smlH  9rt)  ni  noiiaqiolliaq  eld 

9TC  91 9d)  .x^^nma  aiii)  ni  b^fbolDDi  9<ia  eman  nwo  21d  lo  ovrl^xlnaw) 
A9v<s  aroaadi  id'?  ^E.a^manioB  inot^UJb  ono-xinew)  galao  aisdlo 
a  rniol  yidadoiq  won  an/ivoCi  9dJ  ,i9)#ado  bild)  tdllo  iiaq  laiil  ad)  nl 
il^aoVS ' d^doJ  lo  )a9w  xilnoo^  9dt  ni  ama^daftni  ad)  noDioqoiq  lalaaij 

•Xioilxio)  aid)  i9¥o  bsiin  y^d)  aodw  ayab  ariJ  yiliub'bib  x^  j 

“  ,v  ^ 

.  •.  '*  4)  ' 

9<^d)  ,rOkl  nl  aiswcMfol  aid  boa  niivsCl  O  o)  tiavig  oobiaq  sd)  nl 
^anaa^iu^M  od)  baa  anJlveQ'O  9d)  vino  bsbolofij  “asthallfias"  aa  bsBBalo 
.iwmol  sfD'lo  aa  iSJiai  sdl  lo  x^^®  ^a  xitAoii  9i9W  mod)  boa 
9rtl  iad)  9idadoiq  aiaeqqa  H  aJqii’ow)  adi  lo  nolteJdoBBa  saolo  aid) 
a*iulv9Cl'Q  «|  ssoDlo  lo  ooAlo  x'i^)lX39i9ri  lo  )ioa  ^moa’bad  aiia3S^u;3all 
**'900)8  o)  **m9d  out)**  na.bovioa  nllvoQ^O  aa  lei/tt  .blodoBiioil 

insmdallSaiis  na  bactiaiufaxn  fiHvy*9lni/M'‘9Jtll  f))d«f)  a  lo  loiin  x^9V9  7 

^  ^  ii  “  . 

t.  1  *  sP-  • »' 


46 


patterned  on  that  of  a  king. 39  The  Maguiggans  were  apparently  "free 
tenants"  under  Q* Devlin,  who  gave  him  military  service  and  an  annual 
tribute.  They  were  also  required  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  ransom  in  case 
a  member  of  the  chief^ s  family  was  taken  prisoner  during  a  hosting.40 
In  the  territories  of  the  greater  lords,  allotments  of  land  were  made  to 
provide  for  hereditary  brehons,  poets,  and  other  functionaries,  as  well 
as  for  gallowglass  leaders, 41  but  it  is  doubtful  if  The  O^Devlin  could 
have  afforded  to  maintain  such  an  entourage.  The  Maguiggans42  may 
have  diversified  their  offices  and  have  performed  various  functions  that 
would  have  been  the  hereditary  duties  of  different  septs  at  a  king^s  court. 

Although  the  Maguiggans  do  not  appear  to  have  been  mentioned  in 
the  annals,  they  were  probably  of  Clan  Owen  descent  and  possibly  of  the 
same  stock  as  the  O^Devlins.  In  a  letter  from  Londonderry,  John 
O’Donovan  makes  the  following  remarks  about  them:  "Columbkille 
i.e.[St.  Columb^  has  left  a  sort  of  curse  upon  the  Maguiggans  for  some 
act  of  covetousness  that  they  committed  in  his  time  [sixth  centurj^  - 
and  it  is  said  that  no  one  of  them  can  ever  become  a  priest.  The  whole 
faniily  are  a  little  touched  in  the  brain,  as  the  name  signifies."  If  this 
stricture  is  well-founded  the  Maguiggans  should  provide  interesting 
material  for  investigation  by  students  of  heredity,  but  notwithstanding 
0*Donovan*s  unflattering  generalization  about  their  inherited  character¬ 
istics,  this  family  seems  to  have  been  well  regarded  in  Munterevlin, 
where  they  apparently  occupied  a  position  of  some  disMnction.  The 
curse  of  St.  Columba  on  the  Maguiggans  is,  of  course,  not  to  be  taken 
seriously  as  a  relation  of  historic  fact.  Such  tales  were  mere  local 
gossip,  and  were  told  of  various  saints,  but  they  are  of  interest  as  show¬ 
ing  that  the  memories  of  a  remote  past  were  still  a  part  of  the  Irish 
peasantry's  consciousness  about  a  century  ago  in  Donovan^ s  time. 

A  short  distance  south  of  Munterevlin,  some  half  dozen  miles, 
was  Dungannon,  the  Neill  capital,  with  a  castle  destroyed  by  the 
English  at  the  time  of  Sir  Phelim  O^Neill^s  Rebellion  in  1641,  and  also 
an  abbey  founded  by  the  first  Earl  of  Tyrone,  Conn  O'Neill  the  "Halt", 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  but  long  since  demolished.43  Stewartstown 
and  Coagh  are  now  the  principal  towns  in  what  was  once  the  land  of  the 
0*Devlins.  The  former  dates  from  the  time  of  the  Ulster  Plantation 
and  the  latter  was  laid  out  by  a  Colonel  Conyngham  about  1728.  The 
guide  book  describes  Coagh  as  pleasantly  situated  in  a  fertile  vale  about 
four  miles  from  Lough  Neagh,  on  the  Ballinderry  River,  which  is  said 
to  be  a  good  trout  stream.  Cookstown  is  the  station  on  the  railroad 
which  is  nearest  to  the  ancient  O'Devlin  territory.  From  there  a  road 
runs  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  by  way  of  Coagh,  to  Arboe  where  the 
famous  cross  is  located.  In  the  clan  days  there  were  no  towns  or 
villages  in  Munterevlin,  unless  the  settlement  around  The  O'Devlin's 
residence  could  be  described  as  such.  The  old  Irish  civilization  was 
for  the  most  part  rural.  Speaking  of  neighboring  Fermanagh  in  1607, 

Sir  John  Davies  states  that  there  was  then  not  a  single  fixed  village 
within  its  limits,  so  little  were  the  Irish  of  those  days  inclined  to  even 
such  minor  concentrations  of  population.  Cities  in  Ireland  were  gener¬ 
ally  of  Scandinavian  origin  and  not  native  creations. 
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Lough  Neagh,  the  largest  lake  In  the  British  Isles,  is  the  most 
conspicuous  feature  in  the  landscape  of  this  part  of  Tyrone.  It  is  about 
fifteen  miles  in  length  by  ten  in  breadth,  occupying  one  hundred  and 
fifty  square  miles.  It  is  squarish  in  shape,  very  uniform  in  depth  (about 
forty  to  fifty  feet)  and  its  shores  are  not  much  indented  nor  does  it  con¬ 
tain  many  islands  or  reefs.  Ten  rivers  flow  into  it  and  it  forms  the 
boundaries  for  five  Ulster  counties.  Writing  in  the  twelfth  century, 
Glraldus  Cambrensis  says  of  it:  "There  is  a  lake  in  Ulster  of  vast  size 
from  which  a  very  beautiful  river  called  the  Banna  flows  into  the 
Northern  Ocean.  The  fishermen  in  this  lake  make  more  frequent  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  quantity  of  fish  enclosed  in  their  nets  and  breaking  them 
than  of  the  want  of  fish. "44  John  O^Hart  says  that  the  salmon  in  the 
O^Neill  coat  of  arms  is  symbolical  of  their  dominion  over  Lough  Neagh. 
At  the  present  day  the  fishing  in  this  lake  produces  an  annual  revenue 
of  from  six  to  seven  thousand  pounds.  Eels  are  the  most  profitable 
catch,  large  quantities  of  which  are  exported  to  Billingsgate  Market  in 
London.  Trout  are  also  caught,  and  pollan,  a  species  of  land-locked 
salmon  peculiar  to  Lough  Neagh.  The  latter  is  a  bright  silvery  fish, 
which  in  season  is  as  common  as  herring  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor. 

At  the  present  day  Devlin  is  said  to  be  the  most  usual  name  among  the 
fishermen  of  Lough  Neagh,  from  whose  waters  the  family  has  been 
taking  a  large  part  of  its  sustenance  during  the  last  thousand  years. 

A  legend  quoted  by  Giraldus  Cambrensis  relates  that  this  lough 
was  formed  by  the  sudden  overflow  of  a  fountain  that  buried  many  cities. 
Its  waters  are  popularly  supposed  to  have  petrifying  qualities.  Hawkers 
used  to  walk  the  streets  of  Belfast  crying:  "Lough  Neagh  hones,  put  in 
sticks  and  taken  out  stones."  Black^s  Guide  to  Ireland45  says  of  these 
qualities:  "If  they  exist  they  are  believed  to  be  confined  to  the  Crumlin 
Water,  a  small  stream  which  runs  into  the  lake  near  the  village  of  that 
name  ...  Specimens  of  this  fossil  wood  are  frequently  to  be  met  among 
the  peasantry.  They  are  very  beautiful,  being  real  petrifactions,  and 
not  merely  incrustations.  They  take  a  good  polish,  and  look  quite  as 
well  as  many  of  the  best  specimens  from  Antigua." 

The  shores  of  Lough  Neagh  are  low-lying  and  the  scenery  in  its 
vicinity  is  more  like  that  of  an  inland  sea  than  of  a  typical  Irish  lake. 
Viewed  from  the  lake,  on  the  Derry  and  Tyrone  side  the  mountains  are 
situated  at  too  great  a  distance  to  furnish  a  spectacular  background. 

The  most  beautiful  views  in  this  vicinity  are  not  from  the  lake  itself, 
nor  from  its  shores,  but  rather  from  higher  ground  to  the  west.  From 
such  positions  Lough  Neagh  presents  the  appearance  of  a  vast  burnished 
shield. 

On  the  northwest,  overlooking  the  plain  on  which  the  O^Devlins 
lived,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles,  is  Slieve  Gallion,  a  spur 
of  the  Sperrins  about  sixteen  hundred  feet  in  height.  On  this  mountain 
are  said  to  lie  the  remains  of  Colla  Uais,  eldest  of  the  three  mighty 
warriors  who  burned  E mania  and  took  this  part  of  Ulster  from  the 
Irians  in  the  fourth  century.  It  was  the  issue  of  Colla  Uais  whom  the 
Clan  Owen  drove  out  of  their  territory  west  of  Lough  Neagh  sometime 
during  the  tenth  century .46 
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‘^nacMB  Mit  <e9lKl^iia(tHa  ai  9jUI  )»«|iJil  9di  itfaoJ 

ii^d£  fri  Si  .9iWyT  lo  i'sjsqi  bMJ  9q«iOBtn^  91II  ni  aiuliiiil  xuovoiqiuiod 
baa  baiiMutfl  ono  :^vqm9o  ^ibasid  nt  aaJ  m  ssfiifr  noailil 

ipodA)  fi>q9b  ni  m^fAinn  ,a<)fsd^  ni  it«liaiip3  fti  II  -sailin  stsnps  xM 

*009  U  aaob  ion  bojnalwri  ion  aia  aaioxta  all  bna  (i9»t  ^Itn’ol  xi^ol 

li  bfla  ft  cintwoli  si^vti  nsT  .alsat  10  zbaolai  \n£m  nisi 
,itiufS>a9  fiiUawl  aSi  ni  i^nliliW  .ea/lniioo  lalalU  avi)  lol  aaHsbaiiod 
•asiz  lasY  Id  lalelU^fli  »iUi  a  ai  aiaifT"  til  to  eysa  Eisfl^doisO  auMsiiO 
«  adi  oini  awoil  sjwsM  aiii  baUso  'xavii  iulilusad  yiav  s  iioiriw  moil 
*moo  instfpeit  sioia  aiUm  aiUl  aidi  ni  namtadail  ailT  .nsaoO  niaxtlioH 
coadl.yiiilaoid  bns  aiao  ii»«U  nl  baaoiona  dail  lo  tlUnsup  adl  to  laislq 
sdi  Hi  nomlsa  a/li  isrtl  sysa  nsii'O  ndol  lo  insw  edJ  lo  0X111 

.itigBaM  d^oJ  isTo  fiDininxob  lo  Uoilodmya  ai  amis  lo  iiioo  UtaH'O 
aunavai  istin^s  os ^2 aoi/boiq  aSsi  zitU  ai  jfnijiei)  ofii  ysb  msaaiq  odi  lA 
’  aldntiloiq  laom  adl  ais  si»2  .^bnt/oq  bnsaoodi  naiaa  of  xla  moil  lo 
ai  IsdisM  als^^iiiifl  oi  balioqxa  9i£  tioiriw  lo  aoiiilrtsi/posisl  f/ioiso 
boiooNbosl  lo  aaioaqa  s  .asUoq  bns  firlsMSO  oais  ais  tooiT  .nobooJ 
*;  ^ail  yi9vfU  'ld|(tid  0  ai  loilsl  adT  tt^oJ  oi  isIXuof^  nomi^ 

"  ^  .iboq  sfti  lo  aa^sHoo  odi  ni  :^siiidd  as  nommoo  as  ai  noZBsi  ni  dolmr 
orii  jfaoatM  omfin  Iscias  leom  sdi  nd  oi  bi0a  ai  ailvi^  ysfc  Inoaaiq  odi  lA 
n9sd  asd  ylimsl  odi  aiaisw  saodw  moil  ,dgS5M  dp/oJ  lo  n^iodail 
.aisoy  bnsauodi  iasl  odi  s^iii/b  donsn^laoa  all  >0  iisq  ojisl  s  ^lidsi 
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d^ol  aid!  isdi  eslsisi  aian^idmsD  aoblsiiO  yd  bsionp  bAO^fil  A 
.aoiiio  ynsin  baiiiKj  isdi  nisinuol  s  lo  woili^vo  nobbtia  aiii  yd  bomiol  asw 
eisiwsU  .aolilUup  yiiyliiisq  avsd  oi  boeoqqua  yiisluqoq  ois  ai^isw  ail 
nl*  inn  ,Baaod  d^»vi  d^oJ**  .'^^niyio  laSlfaB  lo  aiooiia  adS  ilsw  oi  boaxr 
•aoitr  lo  aysa  filxisJaiil  oi  5bliO  a'dosia  ”;8fiiioia  ipo  nsdsi  box  aioiia 
nllmuiO  ad)  o)  baailao6  9d  01  bair^ilod  tis  y^i  fsixa  yadi  ll”  tasililsvp 
)sdl  lo  sifiiliY  »di  issn  sdsl  adi  olnJ  anirx  doidw  mssiu  iisma  s  ,i9isW 
snoms  1^  dd  ol  yiiastfp9il  ais  boow  liaeol  aidi  lt>  enainjboqS  ...  srass 
box  tanoiioxlHiaq  ^ibliluxac)  y*x9v  ,9ix  yodT  •yninsax9q  adi 

as  aiiup  iool  box  ^aiioq  boos  x  dtxi  yadT  laaoifaiatn^  ylaiam  ion 

".soSiinA  moTl  anamloaqa  faad  odi  lo  voxm  ex  Uaw 
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aii  nl  yianaoa  adi  bos  sniyi'Voi  ^is  dssatl  dsM^  1<>  zaiodn  odT 
.six!  daitl  isorqYi  s  lo  nxdi  aas  baalai  nx  lo  Ixdi  eiil'siom  ai  yiinioiY 
9i£  anlxinoom  aili  ^bia  enoiyT  bnx  y^ioG  »di,  no  (Sdxi  adi  moil  bawslV 
J:)ra;oY)iDxd  raiuofJoaqz  x  daimtil  of  aonxialb  x  )X9is  bsisuiia 

.liaail  adxl  adi  moil  ton  aix  yllnioiT  eidi  ni  awaiv  lu^iijxad  i^m  adT 
moi^  .foam  adfof  bauois  ladsul  moil  ladixi  iiid^aaibrfa  ail  moil  ion 
badatniad  lasv  x  lo  aonxixaqqx  ad)  aiasaoiq  dssaK  dsi^oJ  anoiilaoq  do»s 

anilvaCl'X>  ad)  ioidw  no  nixlq  sd)  solSboiiavo  .iaawdiion^adJ  oO 
luqa  X  .noltisO  availB  a)  «aalim  *avia>xi  ii/odx  lo  aonxieib  x  ix  bnx  ,b9v)l 
^  nixinoom  aid)  oO,.  .idslad  ni  iaal  baibnud  nsaixli^  iuoda  anJiiaq8  adi  lo 
yidslox  aaidJ  aidi  lo  fanida  ,aisU  xIloO^lo  anismat  adi  aii  o)  bixa  aix 
3^  ad)  moil  laiaiU  lo  Jixq  aid)  dooi  box  nasmZ  baniiid  odw  aioinxw 
adi  modw  aixU  xlloO^lo  auaai  adi  axit  U'  .yu/lnao  dnwl  orii  nl  anxiil 
amiiaoioaAsxaH  flsobtl  lo  laaw  yioiii^a)  iladi  lo  li#o  avoib'/iawO  nslO 

^.Xiuf099  dioai  adJ  sf^inb 
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In  the  year  1260,  when  the  young  chief  Gofraidh  O* Devlin  fell  with 
his  king  at  the  Battle  of  Downpatrick,  Henry  in  was  on  the  throne  of 
England  and  Louis  DC  the  Saint  reigned  in  France.  From  this  date  to 
1495,  the  next  year  when  we  hear  of  the  O* Devlins  of  Tyrone,  is  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  years.  During  this  interval  the  O^Devlins  seem 
to  have  retained,  if  not  increased,  their  standing,  since  even  as  late  as 
1608,  when  the  clan  system  was  abolished,  we  find  them  classed  by  the 
English  as  one  of  the  principal  septs  of  the  Clan  Owen.  There  is  nothing 
unusual  about  this  silence  of  the  annals  concerning  the  O^Devlins  during 
these  centuries,  since  their  kinsmen  the  O^Donnellys  are  mentioned  no 
more  frequently.  During  a  period  when  Ireland  teemed  with  kings,  the 
annalists  had  little  space  available  in  their  chronicles  for  the  doings  of 
nobles. 

As  compared  with  the  breathless  tempo  of  modern  life,  in  which 
Inventions  such  as  the  steam  engine,  automobile,  airplane,  radio  and 
cinema  produce  revolutionary  changes  within  the  space  of  decades, 
during  the  six  hundred  years  that  they  possessed  Munterevlin  the 
0*Devlins  appear  to  have  been  poised  almost  motionless  while  time 
rushed  past  them.  During  the  centuries  when  they  led  the  life  of  a  rural 
aristocracy,  with  their  thoughts,  actions,  and  even  their  dress,  manners 
and  speech,  so  little  changed  from  generation  to  generation,  Europe  had 
passed  through  the  age  of  feudalism  and  was  treading  on  the  threshold 
of  the  modern  era.  While  Devlin  succeeded  O* Devlin  in  Munterevlin, 
England  had  been  ruled  by  Norman,  Plantagenet,  Lancastrian,  Yorkist, 
Tudor  and  Stuart  kings;  and  Europe  had  experienced  the  crusading  and 
cathedral-building  fervor  of  the  early  Middle  Ages,  the  Protestant 
Revolt,  and  the  formation  of  the  Great  Power  System.  During  all  this 
time,  with  a  few  minor  alterations  in  external  details,  the  Devlins 
lived  much  the  same  life  as  that  of  their  forebears  back  to  the  dawn  of 
Irish  history.  If  a  modern  man  were  to  be  placed  by  some  miracle  in 
the  environment  of  six  centuries  ago  he  would  find  a  world  completely 
and  bewilderingly  different,  but  an  O^Devlin  of  the  days  preceding  the 
extinction  of  the  clan  system  would  probably  have  been  much  at  home  in 
the  Munterevlin  of  the  year  1000.  He  would  have  found  a  world  very 
similar  to  that  which  he  had  left  -  a  chief  of  his  lineage  to  follow,  the 
same  rivalry  with  the  Clan  Conall  and  other  hereditary  foes,  the  same 
religion,  brehons,  ollamhs,  genealogical  discussions,  hostings,  inaugu¬ 
ration  ceremonies,  fosterage,  and  other  features  of  Irish  life  familiar 
to  his  own  environment. 

Taking  up  the  general  history  of  the  Clan  Owen  after  the  Battle  of 
Downpatrick,  we  find  Hugh  Boy  Neill  defeating  the  Donnells  at 
Desertcreaght  in  1281.  This  battle  was  fought  less  than  a  mile  from 
Tullaghoge,  whither  Q^Donnell  had  penetrated  with  a  large  army,  rein¬ 
forced  by  many  allies.  Q^Neill  made  a  stand  at  the  river,  the  last 
natural  defense,  and  was  successful  in  repulsing  the  invader  with  great 
slaughter,  O* Donnell  himself  and  a  long  list  of  "sons  of  kings  and  chiefs" 
enumerated  by  The  Annals  of  Ulster  being  included  among  the  slain, 
but  this  narrow  escape  of  Tullaghoge  from  capture  seems  to  have  led 
shortly  afterwards  to  the  transference  of  the  political  capital  to 
Dungannon,  which  was  better  situated  for  defense.  Tullaghoge,  however, 
as  the  seat  of  0*Hagan,  the  Hereditary  Brehon,  continued  to  be  used  for 
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dHy0  UsI  aii't9(l*O^(Sm%t\Q0  i«>W3  ^imiot  »ri)  a^dw  ,OHI  ij;9^  ^lii  fil 

to  inaidt  9dS  no  ecw  ffl  .sbJDcqnwoO  to  oltlsfl  9di  U  «id 

of  Biflb  Bidt  moil  ai  boo^loi  jnisS  oiV  XI  ahidJ  bnjd  btutt^S 

ovi  a!  to  fjfiHvftd'O  odJ  to  TBort  ow  nodw  ^xon  odi  ,26M 

in9a«i  Riihvofl'O  orit  luTxotel  aisiS  piIii/Q  .BrM9\  bn«  b^ibiuid 

aft  ot&I  eft  itavo  osAia  ,|irifbnjiia"iiod)  ^ftaftoioxrt  Ion  11  ,bmtBi9i:  97sH  of 
^d}xd  boaftjifo  aw  J^adsliodi.  eew  moSaxB  hbId  sill  nsdw  ,8001 

^dsoiv  ft!  ftTsrtT  -  njulO  oril  lo  alqoa  iftqloniiq  odl  lo  ono  bb  deil^S  ^ 

aatlvoCiy)  odl  '^iaioonoo  alAfuifi  odi  lo  aon^iia  aidt  ii/oda  JLftuaimu 
b^oHn^tss  O  odi  Roaia<:ii  iladi  asnia  ,89ht0iiaoo  oaodi 

tdi  tftftfsld  dixw  bomaai  boftfo'xl  dodw  bolioq  a  ^aiiuO  oiooi 

lo  eftoJob  odl  lol  aoiolnoTdo  ’^lodi  nl  aicUIlftvft  ooftqa  oliili  bad  eiellftona 
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doidw  fli  ^alll  niobom  lo  oqmai  aaoidlfio'td  aiti  tlll*ir  bdifiqmod  aA 
bfUL  olbrt  ,9R£lq7iM  ,alidoiBOJiift  ,aai|n«  ataoie  odi  at  dona  dnoitnoTiil 
,eabftoab  lo  aoJBia  odI  nidllw  x^aiioiioiovoi  ooi/boiq  ftco^iio 

odi  nllYeiotnuM  boaeaaeoq  x»dl  iadi  bibox  we  adJ  ^nrHob 

ftffiiJ  olidw  aaalfloilom  ieombi  aood  oyari  ol  ir.aqqft  enllvaa^O 

inui  ft  lo  9\ii  odl  bsl  aodw  aoiiajnoo  ariJ  ftfrriaO  .a  odi  iaaq  bodaoi 
eisonfta  ,aa»Tb  liadi  navo  bdft  , axial lOft  , aid :|ooflJ  iladi  diiw  ,xoftioolalTg 
bad  aqoTiiS  ^noliaianoft  ot  nolbnaaa]|  ma*il  ba;|rtftd3  aiiiil  oe*  tdoaoqa  brui 
.1  blodaaidi  adi  ao  s^ibaaii  eaw  bna  oiailftbual  lo  adi  dsuoidi  baaaaq 
.  ,nilvai9inaM  nl  allvoq^O  babeadotia  nllv9tI*^Q  alidW  *ft^a  RTobom  odi  lo 
,ieldioY  ,nfthxiaftOfiftJ  ,laaa9ftinal^  ,naatioM  xd  baii^T  noad  bad  Id/iftJanS 
boft  aalbaaiiT  >  adi  buoaaiiaqxa  bad  aquivS  bna  ;aaolil  iiftoiS  bna  lobuT 
iifeaieslo'r^  adi  ,a»9A  albblM  xl’iao  adf  lo  'iotioI  anibllud-Jftibadlao 
eidi  lift  aol*ttK2  .malexb  lavro^  iaaiO  adi  lo  noliamnol  adi  brift  .ilovaH"^ 
aftilva^'O  adi  ,aiiaial>  laAiaixa  at  Bnots^tsHM  ronim  wal  a  iiiiw  .amli 
lo  awftb  adi  oi  doad  aiaadaiol  ‘Uadi  lo  iadi  bi»  alH  arcfia  adi  doutn  baWl 
oi  aiOfiTim  acnoa  x^  baoaiq  ad  of  aaaw  nam  A^aboa  a  U  .x^oiaid  delil"' 
Xiaiai(|cno3  bl'pw  a  boll  bluow  ad  ootijjfaeo  jda  }q  iiia/nnoilvna  adi 
adi  sitibaaaiq*  exab  adi  lo  niivsC'O  as  iud  ',Jinaianrb%^*iabliw9d  bnc 
fli  acDod  is  rtouin  aaad  avad  x^<^<^doK]  iuiK>w  icaiax^  ^  noiioniixa 

Xiav  bHow  ft  bniiol  97jui  Miiow  aK  .0001  laax  adi  )p  nilvaialndM  adi 
adi  ^aitUkol  oi  a^aoii  aid  lo  Ibhfo  a  ^  ilal  bad  ad  daidw  iadi  oi  *iftflmla 
aaiae  atfl  /iadl  xwiiibaiad  xadib  bna  ilftnoO  nalO  adi  dilvr  amaa  1 

-uyvftAi  tiAoiitaiioajb  laDf^aiiianai^  .Bdcaallo  (Bnodaid^noisliat 

iftilkoftl  abl  ifeiyi  lo  aaioiaal  ladia  bna  ,9^aiidol  ,eainofB9iao‘ noiiftt  ' 

*  •'  .ifiaaiJioTivna  nwo  aid  oi 


lo  oiiiad  adi  oaitc  AaitO  nalO  adi'lo  x^^i^id  ianaflag  adi  qu  yiidaT 

ift  efiannoCI'O  siti  ^iftolab  liisW'O  x«>fl  dyiK  hail  aw  ,jbiiifiqnvro<l 
xsoil  aiiiix  ft  fiftdi  aaal  id^gool  anw  olfisd  mi  AT  .r8Sl  ni  id^fidioiiaaoC 
-fliai  ,xniift  a  dliw  xHvJiiiiaiiaqi  had  UaaqoQ*Q  ladiidw  .a^d^IiiiT 
1*1  leal  adi  ,iayJ‘x^ad>  is  bitaiela  abiun  v  .eallJa  yaam  yd  baoiol 
.  labaviii  adi  iPilBluqai  oi  Iiiiaftaoaoft  aaw  boa  .aanalab  iatotaa 

b(ia  lo  edoa"  >o  Wli  liaamJd  lIerinoCl*0'*,iai:l8oala 

oitJ  ^sRoma  habtfiTPi  i^iaiU  to  aJanitA  adT  yd  baiaiamuda 

bal^avftd  oi  emaaa’^aiaiqad  ncroi!  eftod^Uxil'  lo  aqaoaa  woiian  aidl  i«d 
Qi  laaii/ioq  adi  to  asnaialaixaxi  adi  oi  ebysvrtaila^XiHoiia 

,*ia\’‘owod  .a^d^fuT  .^enalab  lol  baiauiia  i9tJod  asw  doldvr  ,ndiiiiayxAl  * 
baau  ad  oi  taoailooo  ^aoAoiB  adi  /laaaH^Q  lo  iaae  adi  ftft 
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the  ceremonies  of  inauguration  by  each  new  head  of  the  clan.  Brehons 
like  O* Hagan,  were  reverenced  for  their  knowledge  of  the  ancient  laws 
and  customs,  and  for  their  usually  upright  character.47 

The  thirteenth  century  was  filled  with  wars  between  the  O* Neills 
and  the  MacLoughlins,  and  after  the  latters*  downfall,  with  intestine 
wars  among  the  O’Neills.  The  Clan  Owen  was  so  weakened  by  these 
dissensions  that  Richard  DeBurgh,  the  "Red  Earl  of  Ulster”,  was  able 
to  erect  a  stronghold  known  as  Greencastle  in  Inishowen,  and  the  Clan 
Conall  gained  possession  of  the  remainder  of  this  peninsula,  which  the 
Clan  Owen  had  held  for  eight  centuries.  The  loss  of  their  ancient 
capital  by  the  Clan  Owen  was  compensated,  however,  by  acquisitions  of 
land  to  the  south  and  east  of  their  original  territory.  The  thirteenth 
century  also  witnessed  the  introduction  of  gallowglasses,  or  heavy -armed 
professional  soldiers,  largely  recruited  from  Scotland.  They  resembled 
their  predecessors  in  Irish  history,  the  Fenians,  being  mercenaries 
hired  by  the  Irish  kings  for  use  in  their  continual  wars. 

Hugh  O^Neill  the  "Fat”,  who  reigned  from  1325  to  1364,  assumed 
the  title  King  of  Ulster.  His  successor,  Niall  the  Great,  defeated  the 
English  at  the  second  Battle  of  Downpatrick,  thus  avenging  his  prede¬ 
cessor  "Brian  of  the  Battle  of  Down”.  During  the  fifteenth  century  there 
were  wars  with  the  O’Donnells  and  wars  of  succession  among  the 
O’Neills.  In  1493  Conn  Mor  O’Neill,  "the  bountiful  bestower  of  valuable 
presents  and  property”,  was  murdered  by  his  brother  Henry.  Conn’s 
wife  was  a  Fitzgerald,  sister  of  the  Great  Earl  of  Kildare;  this  union 
being  one  of  many  matrimonial  alliances  between  the  Milesian  Irish  and 
the  Anglo-Norman  nobility.  Henry  O’Neill  did  not  immediately  profit 
by  his  brother’s  murder,  since  his  uncle  Domnall  was  elected  O’ Neill 
after  Conn’s  death.  In  1497,  however,  Henry  induced  Domnall  to  resign 
his  title  to  him  in  return  for  great  presents  in  horses  and  armor,  but 
retribution  overtook  the  murderer  in  the  following  year,  when  Henry 
was  killed  by  Conn’s  sons. 48 

It  was  during  this  period  of  fratricidal  strife  that  the  O’Devlins  of 
Tyrone  are  first  mentioned  in  the  annals.  The  Annals  of  the  Four 
Masters  and  The  Annals  of  Ulster  both  record  the  death  of  Tiernan 
O  Devlin  in  1495.  Nothing  more  is  said  of  him,  so  that  the  only  inference 
that  we  can  draw  is  that  he  was  at  least  of  sufficient  importance  to  make 
his  decease  worthy  of  record.  At  this  time  Henry  VH  was  on  the  throne 
of  England,  Charles  VIII  was  King  of  France  and  Ferdinand  and  Isabella 
reigned  in  Spain.  Three  years  previously  Columbus  had  discovered 
America.  In  Ireland  this  was  the  time  of  Garrett  Fitzgerald,  the  Great 
Earl  of  Kildare,  and  of  the  struggle  for  supremacy  between  the  rival 
families  of  Fitzgerald  and  Butler. 

In  form  the  Irish  annals  somewhat  resemble  a  ship’s  log,  except 
that  their  entries  are  by  years  instead  of  by  days.  Much  space  is 
devoted  in  their  pages  to  such  information  as  appears  in  the  death, 
marriage  and  birth  columns  of  a  modern  newspaper.  In  their  relations 
of  events  there  is  little  attempt  at  discrimination  between  the  important 
and  the  trivial.  Matters  of  historical  significance  are  jumbled  together 
with  accounts  of  extraordinary  crimes,  of  cattle -stealing  raids. 


•  I  i.^ 


"  .enodoiC  jiiif'i  aril  lo  IjjksiI  wan  Moiim  yd  ooiUTtiinAfli  lo  aainomaw  aril 
iwcl  fnaians  aril  Id  aijbaiwocri  tlartl  lol  h^onvJ9^9i  aisw  ^ityM  O  drill 

VP.iaiD&iiMio  iri^tqu  x^Imobm  ildirtl'TOl  bfi«  ^em^sno  bn« 

f'  D 

^  T* 

allldW^O  aril  naawlad  bi*w  dl^w  balllt  bjiw  rilnaatilril 

aniriBciJfii  riliw  ^IjsViwob  *i5*i«lifil  ^1  laila  bns  ,p-nilri^iJoa:)sM  aril  bos 
aeariJ  vri  barariftaw  oa  esw  n»wO  ^0  sriT  .aIliaM‘0  arii  ^noxoA  aisw 
alcU  B«w  ,  iVlalll  to  Inal  bali'’  adl^^risTiviPaa  b-mridlH  lariJ  aooiatiaaaib 
nfilO  aril  tKi^  .nawQriain!  ol  aHaaowa^iO  «a  nwonri  btoriiooil^  a  loaia  ol 
arit  riairiw  .jiliiani^aq  airil  lo  aabnlamai  aril  to  noiPBaaaoq  baniaj  liitfioD 
bi!^hknji  ttoril  to  aaol  ariT*-^  .aaltutoao'lrt^a  lol  blad  b&ri  nawO  osiO 
to  ariomelnpo£  ^  .iwwawori  ^beimn^nmoo  «J5fw  aa¥ri>  oaIU  aril  tol)qao 
riinaalairiJ  adT  .^oJhial  IarI^to  iiarii  to  lass  bas  riinoe  aril  olbnsl 
bamas‘'X^fiari  to  »BfteaEl;jwolini  to  noilDubotlni  aril  bapaanlN^  oaI«  -fitilnao 
bakbnaatn  r^rtT  .hnsiioo^  lootl  bsiiuioai  vla^iLEl  ^aiaibioa  lEAolaaaloiq 
asiianaatam  ^alari  ^anslnal  aril  ,\l‘foJ^iri  ridil  «1  aiosBasabaiq  tiaiU 
•STEW  Asufiilnod  tiaril  aJ  sba  to)  rieiil  aril  xd  batlri 
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baouia^E  >SCI  ol  etCI  mot)  bangle  oriw  /lari"  aril  Ula^T^O  rijuH 
a  aril  batootsb  ^JssiO  aril  XUIM  ^aopsadoaa  alH  .isltJU  to  slill  aril 
-abaiq  alri  sfll^naYfi  soril  ,3ialilaqriwoO  to  alllsS  hnodaa  aril  la  riaIJsnS 
aYoril  xtolnao  riloaaArt  aril  jni twO  *’‘iiwoa  to  alllsB  aril  1©  rJAfia”  loaaao 
.sfU  ^nora&.iKileaaaoAa  to  «tsw  bos  allannoG'O  aril  rillw  aiEW  aiaw 
aidairlsY  to  lawoiead  tollliuiod  aril"  wM  nnoO  tMht  nl  .ElliaW'O 

a'nnoO  .TtftaH  isriloid  aid  yd  boiabtam  bew  /t^taqoiq  bus  aJnaaaiq 
floinxi  airtl  ;nAbliJI  to  IimM  isaiD  aril  to  laiftto  «  esw  aliw 


bus  riaiil  aslaaliM  aril  naawiad  saaa&iUa  IslnomlTliJii  %nun  to  ano  yiiari 
Utotq  x^sSKib^r/uut  foa  bib  lliaW*0  xtnaH  njcrtsioM-oIjnA  wl 

baldais  AEW  lianmoa  alDmi  «iri  aonia  ,aabium  aSariJoid  Bid  yd 
a^aai  ol  UcfunoQ’baoobni  xtnaH  ,ia?awori  ,V9>I  nl  .rilAab  &  cuioO  taiis 
lud  iiomii.bAs  eaaiori  ni  alnaaatq  Isaii^  lol  niaJat  nl  mlri  oj  alill  aid 
rmo’'!  nariw  ^laav  sol wolXol  aril  ai  laiabtofin  aril  iooliavo  noiluditlai 
•  ‘  ""  ■  *  ^’onoO  bailiri  asw 


■rf-  " 

»*  r  » 


ffr  h 


wit''*'' 

to  iniitaa'O  aril  i^riJ  allila  Isbloltlst)  to  boliaq  airiJ  ;iaiiAb  asw  II 

aril  to  alaggA  ariT  .alsans  aril  ai^ baaoi in aca  latil  ata  anoixT 
lo  riisab  adilnmoi  rilod  lalalU  to  alf  iMA  ariT  bns  atatosl^ 
aoaaiatoi  xlai  adl  liirii  oa  ,mJri  to  biiyi  aJ  aioxn  jjniriloVI  .2Gbl  nJ  nilvoQ  O 
*fTfcyrr  ol  ^oniiiic'ficax  laaioilliiB  to  laaai  la  aaw  ari  laxtl  al  watb  nao  aw  ladl 
anooril  aril  no  bsw  nv  xtnaH  axnll  airil'lA  .biooat  to  xdltow  aaaaoab  aid 
aiiadaal  boa  bnanibiaX  bna  a^iutl  to  anl^  raw  HIV  aoiiadO  .bnaiyiS  to 
baiayoaaib  barf  axidioDloO  aiEat  aairtT  .Blaq2  at  bafljlat 

iJuaiO  arfJ  Jt^UiagaUn  llaiTsO  to  amll  aril  aaw  airil  bna/atl  nl  .aaJtaioA 
lavit  aril  naawlad  x^soiaiqua  idl  als^otla  aril  lo  boa  .aixdblili  to  ItaS 

•taima  bna  blaiaiall^  to  ealiiiaal 

"  asot:^"  .>  . 

,9oI  a  qlxla  a  aldaeast  lariwamoa  aiaiifia  rfaiil  aril  oiioi  fu 
ai  aoaisa  dooW  .a^sb  yd  lo  baalRAl  ataay  yd  aia  Baltina  tiadl  ladl 
tdlaab  adl  nl  njti^qqa  aa  nollijmtolni  rfoo^ol  aa^sq  tiadl  at  balovab 
anollaiat  .tiadl  nl  .laqaqswan  nidbom  a  to  Boffloloa  dltid  bna  ajtsJttai* 
tDxitoqoil  adl  aa^wlad  nollnfiitniioelb  la  Iqmalia* alllil  el  atarfJ  alnaYa  to 
larila^l  baidixiAt  ata  aaaaoilin^to  laoitoiaJri  to  ataliaM  •lahrttl  adl  bna 
(ibiat  snilaaia-alilao  to  .aamito  ytan^oaiixa  lo  ainuoaoa  dllw 
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mortalities  of  cows,  droughts,  floods,  pestilences,  monstrous  births, 
minute  genealogical  details  and  the  deaths  of  obscure  chieftains.  In 
their  preoccupation  with  the  strange,  the  abnormal,  the  monstrous  and 
the  disastrous,  the  annals  resemble  our  "yellow  journals",  and  in  their 
predilection  for  the  aristocracy  they  have  an  affinity  with  our  periodicals 
that  deal  with  social  matters  and  the  activities  of  the  "smart  set".  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  the  picture  of  Irish  life  given  in  the  annals  is  a 
distorted  one,  and  does  not  correspond  with  the  realities  of  normal 
existence  during  the  clan  days.  ^ ^ 

Passages  of  poetry  are  interspersed  in  the  text  of  the  annals,  and 
symbolical  language  is  sometimes  used,  as  when  The  Annals  of  Ulster 
say  that  in  763,  during  the  reign  of  Niall  of  the  Showers  (Frasa'ch),  one' 
of  the  high-kings  in  the  Devlin  genealogy  and  a  contemporary  of 
Charlemagne,  "from  Heaven  for  love  of  Niall  fell  a  shower  of  silver,  a 
shower  of  wheat,  and  a  shower  of  honey".  This  seems  to  be  a  poetical 
way  of  describing  the  era  of  peace  and  plenty  that  characterized  that 
monarch's  reign,  if  it  is  not  a  fanciful  manner  of  accounting  for  his 
name.  In  parts  the  style  of  the  annals  is  forceful  and  vivid.  We  are 
presented  with  the  picture  of  a  life  and  a  point  of  view  far  removed 
from  that  of  our  modern  civilization,  of  a  culture  that  had  much  of  charm 
and  beauty,  in  spite  of  its  crudities,  but  was  tragically  ill-adapted  to 
compete  in  a  struggle  for  existence  with  that  of  Ireland's  militant 
neighbor  across  the  Irish  sea.  The  annals  are  seldom  perused  in  detail 
except  by  those  engaged  in  historical  investigations,  since  they  are  little 
more  suited  for  sustained  reading  than  a  dictionary  or  a  telephone 
directory.  Their  contents  are  not  history,  but  rather  the  raw  material 
from  which  history  can  be  composed.  The  most  famous  of  the  annals 
are  those  of  the  Four  Masters,  compiled  in  the  seventeenth  century  by 
the  O'Clerys,  Hereditary  Historians  to  the  O'Donnells,  Princes  of 
Tyrconnell,  assisted  by  O'Mulconry,  whose  family  had  been  Hereditary 
Poets  to  the  O'Connors,  Kings  of  Connaught. 

After  the  death  of  Tiernan  O' Devlin  In  1495,  we  do  not  hear  again 
of  the  O'Devlins  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  then  only  indirectly.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  they  were  with  O' Neill  when  he  was  defeated  by 
O'Donnell  at  Knockavoe,  in  1522,  the  bloodiest  battle  that  had  ever  been 
fought  between  the  Clan  Owen  and  the  Clan  Conall  in  all  their  centuries 
of  warfare. 

In  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  and  in  The  Annals  of  Ulster, 
for  the  year  1532,  it  is  recorded  that  Felim  the  Devlinite,  or  Devlinian 
(In  Irish  Doibhlinech),  son  of  Art,  son  of  Conn  O'Neill,  took  part  in  a 
raid  on  the  Maguires,  a  Clan  Colla  sept  that,  since  their  rise  to  be  the 
chief  family  of  Fermanagh  in  the  latter  part  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
had  been  vassals  of  the  O'Donnells. 49  Felim  appears  to  have  been  the 
nephew  of  Conn  Oge  the  "Halt",  who  was  inaugurated  O' Neill  in  1519 
and  created  Earl  of  Tyrone  in  1542  by  Henry  VIII,  since  Conn  Oge  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  brother  Art  as  O'Neill,  and  they  were  both  sons  of  Conn 
O'Neill  the  "Great".  The  identity  of  Felim  as  a  close  relative  of  the 
earl's  is  further  confirmed  by  his  inclusion  with  the  sons  of  O'Neill  as 
a  leader  in  this  raid. 
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*■  Iffl  . 


,aiinid  aiSo\)aiWM«^r«W»ii^«^  ,«l>ooJt  ,ewoo  l6^8«ltli£ti<Ma  ‘ 

/U  «8fTlfitl«ir1t>  to  aiOcdb  «Hi  bna  Iaoisoiftaa#<|  fiixmUii  | 

5o£  auoiisooio  »rt3  »!£i«itocul£*9ril  9di  fWiJwitiDOOsiq  llsdt  ■  “ 

lioill  nf  bnjB  ,*'al£frni^  wolle-^  '  ibo  ^sldaraa®’!  alann*  ,iiio*iia£alb  sdl  f 

Blsolboiwi  tifo  dJiw  ft*  wart'^t  ^atoolaiTt  sifi  tol  noljj^ltbaiq 

Rt  J!  J«i£a3a’'  lo  fi^ilhrliOJK  bfl*  li2l:>oe  lUhf  Issb  Utdi 

M  al.elAMt*  to  ^tirtolq  aril  tftdi  .aiotaiodl  ^avoJtdo 

'^fftmion  lo  aatitieat  bnoqimioc  ton  aaob^bn*  ,aflo  baHotaib  ^ 

w.  .t^£b  flftia  aiU  yrttiib  aonetaJxs  J 

%  P  ^  '1^'  t  V  ^  *'  * 

bn*  ,?.J*fin*  odi  lo  iscai  aiit  baeiaqaioltil  yi*  r»tsoq  lo  89^fie«*^ 
taJalll  lo  alMtf  A  arfy  narf'^  ^byai#  aomtldoso*  al  e^yi*!  iftollodox^ 

‘mo  TS^^STS^w^ofta  5>ij»  To^fiUtW  to  n?loi  siit  snJinb  nt  JxrU 

s  bo*  vj|oijeaaa3  ftMvo<f'odj  nt  odJ  to 

*  lo  Tawoda  *  Hat  liftiK  lo  avol 'm  it«vfiaH  moil”  «an9fiiaQii*i13 

iBoJieoq  *  90  o)  fttnaaa  eldT  lo  iswod*  *  bn*  ,}£^v  to  lav^od*  * 

fMiii  bos^iatooTSdo  loiit  bo*  9!>*9q  to.*x9,*di  iftidiioaob  lo  .1 

aid  Tol  :3nttiuf090*  to  1900*01  U/Uao*!  *  Jon  ai  li  II  V^^lai  a^dousoom 
91*  aW  .blviv  bru  iulooiol  *1  6l«AA*  odt  to  aiyje  9tiJ  aJiaq  ol ,  .901*0  < 

bavooiai  i*t  waiy  to  tnloq  *  bn*  slil  *  lo  aiwJoiq  adi  lilhw  boMaaeiq  | 

miado  to  doom  bad  J*dJ  e^uiivo  a  to  ^itolJttiirh/fO  aiaboiu  100  to  J*dt  0otl 
oJ  b9tq*bs-Ui  ^liaot^aiJ  a*w  Jud  .aditrbtno  ati  to  9liqa  ni  .^toaod  bn* 

Jnalllliii  e^bfljclail  lo  isdJ  ditw  soosJatxo  lot  sl^^^iia  *  ni  eiaqoiod 
U&J9b  nJ  baaindq  moblM  91*  afann*  9dT  .*9*  dalit  odJ  aaoio*  lodd^len 
eliUl  91*  \9dJ  9Dnia  (aooMa^Jeoflmi  I*?H0JaJd  ni  bat^ajp®  saodJ  JqMxa 
onodqalal  *  10  vianoiloib'*  nadJ  ^tbxai  baniai&fta  tot  bsiloa  otoio 
laiieJM  wm  »dt  tsrtJai  Aid  Jon  »i*  amcrtaoo  itadT  .i{ioJt>9iJb  ‘  5 

aiaoo*  9dJ  to  &Li>aifit  Jaom  adT  .b9aoq)BiOo;i9d  11  *d  x'^oJalii  doldw  molt  f 

\[ivta90  dinaaJnavaa  adJ'hi  beliqooo  ^aiaJaaM  ii/oT  sdJ  to  aao^  91*  ^ 

to  aaoftii^  ,ail9nnoa'0  adJ  oJ  aoxiioJaiH  x^siHy^nsH  ,aYi9l0‘0  odi  ^ 
YiailboiaU  noad  b*d  ^ibnat  aaodw  ,YinooliJll'0  yd  baJaiBS*  ^ffonnooitT  ^ 

.  ..  —  /  --J  ►  .JdaoanooO  lo  ayOU  jnonnoO'O  adJ  ot  eJao^ 
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fti*^  i*9d  Jon  ob  9W  ni  aiivaQ  O  namsiT  to  ilJA9b  adi  isilA 

el  il  ^^imiibni  bn*  ,ei*d^  naiaa-rfildJ  wt  enlli9<I^  adJ  to 

fd  Msi3\^  ijcw  9d  ciadw  liiaVl'O  dJiw  tiaw  ,i999wod  ,9lci£doiq 

naad  lara  barf  JmiJ  aiusd  J^aibooid  a<Li  'itiidl  ni  ,90v*afooa2!  t*  ilafingg^Q 
eaiitfJnaa  1  todi  iU  *i  llfiooO  ii£lO  adi  bn*  nowO  rtalO  ad)  naawJad  JdsobI 

:i  .aidtiawto 

.ifliaiU  lo  siaagA  adT  ni  bn*  .aiaJagli  mol  adl  to  alannA  artT  nl  ^ 
nrJniivnQ'  to  .DinllVbQ  ad)  mllal  Ikd)  babiooai  ai  Jl  laa^  adi^iot 
*  ni  i’tsq  >loo)  Jliail’O  nnoO  to  noa  ,fift  to  no*  «<doanllddioQ  rfaiil  ni) 
ad)  ad  •?  ‘^1  Ti4ri)  aoni^  ,laft)  Jqaa  sHo3  nsfO  *  ,a9iiu^M  adJ  no  biai 
^^{TxiJnaci  ffinaaiilviJ  sdi  to  Jiaq  TaJ:)*l  adtni  dganaxm^^  to  yliazat  laido 
ad)  na^id  9v*doJ  eisaqq*  mil9'i  8^.ailanno<l'0  ad)  to  elaaaav  naad  bad 
^  QlCt  ni  fc>a)£iij^'*iil  **w  odw  ad)  ajQ  nnoD  to  wadqan 

egO  nnt)3  aonia  ,mv  ymall  ipd  lU  anoi^  lo  liarf  baieaid  bo* 
lf>  aaoa  dtcld  3i9W  ^ad)  til*  ,IiiaM*0  a*  )tA  lotltoid  aid  babaaa 
‘i'^Vd)  td^avDsiai  aaoio  *  as  oxiial  to  sjriT  .''lEaiO"  adi  111^*0 

a*  lo  enoe  ad)  dJiw  noiai/ionl  aid  td  baffliitnoo  ladiuid  ai  a'lisa 

«  *  .biei  ftidJ  ni  labsal  * 
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Fellm  O^Nelll  had  been  fostered  in  the  house  of  the  chief,  The 
O*Devlln.50  in  after  life  the  term  Devlinite,  or  Devlinian,  was  applied 
to  him,  on  account  of  this  childhood  association.  So  ancient  was  this 
curious  custom  of  fosterage  that  we  hear  of  it  among  the  gods  of  the 
Irish  mythology,  and  it  persisted  in  occasional  instances  to  at  least  as 
late  as  the  eighteenth  century.  It  was  practised  by  all  classesi,  but  more 
especially  by  those  in  the  higher  ranks,  it  being  customary  for  a  chief 
to  send  his  child  in  fosterage  to  one  of  his  own  sub-chiefs,  this  being  an 
effective  means  of  increasing  clan  solidarity,  or  to  the  chief  of  any  sept 
that  he  wished  to  conciliate.  The  child  who  was  fostered  became  a 
member  of  the  family  where  he  was  reared  and  retained  throughout  life 
the  closest  of  ties  with  his  foster-parents,  and  with  his  foster-brothers 
and  sisters,  besides  assuming  their  family  name  as  a  cognomen.  In 
spite  of  edicts,  such  as  the  Kilkenny  Statute  of  1367,  forbidding  fosterage 
between  the  English  and  the  Milesian  Irish,  Norman  lords  such  as  the 
Fitzgeralds  and  the  Burkes,  who  had  become  thoroughly  hibernicized, 
continued  to  send  their  children  in  fosterage  with  families  like  the 
O^Neills  and  the  0*Connors.51 

As  a  sample  of  the  annalists'  style  and  their  method  of  recording 
events,  the  following  account  of  this  raid  on  the  Maguires,  the  hereditary 
enemies  of  the  O'Neills  and  the  O' Devlins,  is  given  as  it  appears  in 
The  Annals  of  Ulster.  "Cormac,  son  of  Maguire,  was  taken  in  treachery 
by  the  sons  of  O'Neill  and  by  Ferdocha  O'Neill  and  by  Felim  the 
Devlinite,  son  of  Art,  son  of  Conn  o'Neill,  and  some  of  the  horse  host 
of  Maguire,  namely  William,  son  of  Cormac  MacCaffrey,  and  the 
freckled  Gillie,  son  of  Henry  Mac  Caffrey,  the  Tawny,  and  other  persons 
that  are  not  reckoned  were  slain  there."  In  the  year  1532  The  Maguire 
was  Cuchonaght.  It  is  said  that  MacCaffrey,  his  Hereditary  Standard- 
bearer,  displayed  the  banner  of  this  powerful  sept  at  the  head  of  a 
thousand  warriors. 52 

In  reading  these  Annals  of  Ulster,  which  are  so  frequently  quoted 
In  this  story,  it  should  be  considered  that  they  were  compiled  by  Cathal 
MacManus,  Dean  of  Clogher  and  chief  of  a  branch  of  the  Maguires,  while 
residing  in  Belleisle,  a  stronghold  in  Lough  Erne,  where  he  may  have 
retired  to  secure  some  peace  from  the  continual  warfare  in  which  the 
Maguires  were  engaged.  The  dean  died  in  1498,  but  the  annals  were 
afterwards  brought  down  to  the  year  1541  by  Rory  O' Cassidy,  Arch¬ 
deacon  of  Clogher,  who  was  a  classical  student  known  as  "the  Grecian". 
The  o' Cassidys  held  the  position  of  Hereditary  Physicians  to  the 
Maguires.  53 

As  is  natural,  considering  the  authorship  of  these  annals,  the 
Maguires  are  likely  to  be  represented  as  the  victims  of  treacherous  and 
unprovdced  attacks.  The  death  of  a  Maguire  of  any  prominence  is  always 
the  occasion  for  a  panegyric  on  his  virtues.  As  an  instance,  in  recording 
the  death  of  his  predecessor  in  the  authorship  of  the  annals,  O' Cassidy 
refers  to  the  dean  as  "the  precious  stone,  in  sooth,  and  the  gem  of 
purity  and  the  shining  star,  the  stored  chest  of  wisdom  and  fruitful 
branch  of  Scripture  and  fount  of  charity  and  meekness  and  mildness  and 
the  dove  for  purity  of  heart  and  the  turtle  for  chastity,  and  the  one  to 
whom  were  grateful  the  bardic  bands  and  pilgrims  and  poor  mendicants 
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of  Ireland  and  the  one  who  was  full  of  grace  and  of  knowledge  In  every 
science  both  law  and  divinity,  physic  and  philosophy,  and  knowledge  of 
Gaedhelic  also  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  one  that  projected  and 
collected  and  compiled  This  Book  from  very  many  other  books."  54 
The  Annals  of  Ulster  are  outstanding  among  historical  writings  of  their 
kind  and  period  for  the  accuracy  with  which  they  record  events  and  dates, 
but  in  their  judgment  as  to  character  and  motives  they  are  frequently 
Influenced  by  an  understandable  family  bias.  The  conduct  of  the 
O'Devlins,  and  that  of  members  of  other  septs  usually  hostile  to  the 
Maguires,  may  not  necessarily  have  been  so  reprehensible  as  it  is 
sometimes  made  to  appear  in  these  annals.  Similar  allowance  Should 
be  made  for  entries  in  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  which  are  taken 
from  the  earlier  Annals  of  Ulster. 

Relations  between  the  O'Neills  and  the  O'Devlins  seem  to  have 
been  especially  intimate  during  the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
since  another  example55  is  found  of  a  prince  of  the  royal  stock  being 
fostered  by  the  O'Devlins.  This  other  "Devlinite"  was  of  the  O'Neills' 
junior  branch,  whose  capital  was  at  Rathmore  near  the  present  town  of 
Antrim,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lough  Neagh,  facing  the  O'Devlin 
country.  Murkertac  O'Neill,  called  Devlinagh,  was  the  son  of  Brian  III 
the  "Freckled",  and  was  the  last  elected  Prince  of  Clandeboy,  from 
which  position  he  was  ejected  by  his  cousin  Hugh,  assisted  by  the 
English,  in  1552.  It  was  from  this  "Devlinite"  that  the  O'Neills  of 
Portugal  claim  descent.  The  latter  settled  in  that  country  in  1736  and 
were  subsequently  ennobled  as  peers  of  Portugal.  The  head  of  the 
Portuguese  branch  assumed  the  title  Count  of  Tyrone  as  heir  general  of 
Hugh  O'Neill,  the  attainted  earl,  on  the  death  of  the  last  male  heir  in  the 
French  branch  of  the  O'Neills  in  1901.  The  Genealogical  Office,  Dublin 
Castle,  has  recently  confirmed  the  title  of  O'Neill  (of  Clandeboy)  to 
H.  E.  Dom  Hugh  O^Neill  of  Llsbon.56  Baron  O'Neill  of  Shane's  Castle, 

In  the  British  peerage,  is  the  descendant  of  Murkertac  Devlinagh's 
brother,  in  the  female  line. 57 

John  O'Donovan  gives  an  account  of  an  O'Devlln  fosterling  from 
among  the  O'Cahans  (O' Kanes),  that  sept  whose  head  was  Prince  of 
Llmavady  and,  in  earlier  times.  King  of  Clanacht.58  During  the  clan 
days  their  great  possessions  covered  the  northern  part  of  what  is  now 
the  county  of  Londonderry,  and  extended  into  Antrim.  These  princes  of 
the  Clan  Owen  were  nobles  of  the  first  rank,  who  furnished  140  horse 
and  400  foot  to  O' Neill's  hostings,  or  about  four  times  the  probable  con¬ 
tingent  supplied  by  the  O'Devlins*  The  Book  of  Clandeboy  enumerates 
similar  rights  and  obligations  of  the  O'Cahans  to  those  that  it  assigns 
to  the  o' Devlins,  in  their  relations  with  the  common  overlord,  O'  Neill. 
but  for  the  O'Cahans  both  privileges  and  duties  were  on  a  larger  scale. 
The  relationship  of  the  O'Cahans  to  the  O' Devlins  was  very  distant, 
their  last  common  ancestor  having  been  Fergal,  a  High-king  of  Ireland 
-  who  perished  in  battle  with  the  Leinster  men  in  722. 5^ 

O'Donovan  says:  "Brollaghan  tells  the  following  tradition  about 
Brackfield  as  he  heard  it  from  William  O'Kane  of  Brackfleldj  who  was 
foreman  of  a  bleach  green  in  Cavanreagh  belonging  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of 
Fortwllllam.  This  William  O'Kane  died  about  fifteen  years  ago,  aged 
about  eighty. 
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"0*Kane  of  Breac-Mhagh  (l.e.  Spotted  Field,  now  Brackfield) 
contracted  with  an  Englishman  of  the  name  of  Skipton  to  erect  a  castle 
for  him  for  which  he  was  to  give  him  (Skipton)  his  choice  of  a  townland 
In  his  (O^Kane^s)  portion  of  Oirecht  UfChathain.  Skipton  built  the 
castle,  and  when  it  was  finished,  as  payment  he  selected  the  very  town- 
land  in  which  the  castle  stood.  But  this  would  not  do.  O^Kane  would 
not  give  it;  he  seized  upon  Skipton  and  beheaded  him,  and  then  took 
possession  of  the  castle,  which  it  is  said  he  enjoyed  not  long  when  the 
O^Kanes  were  totally  defeated  and  expelled  from  their  country.  The 
o'Kane  who  had  this  castle  erected  was  called  Manus  Gallda  or  Manus 
the  Anglicized,  because  he  spoke  the  English  language  and  had  an 
English  castle  erected. 

•'Very  little  more  is  known  of  him.  The  following  wild  story  is 
told  about  his  son  who  was  fostered  in  Muintir  Dhobhailen  (Montrevlin),60 
a  level  district  stretching  along  the  borders  of  Lough  Neagh  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  of  Londonderry. 

"One  night  when  the  Dalta  (alumnus)  had  grown  up  to  be  fit  to 
bear  arms  and  a  short  time  before  he  returned  to  the  house  of  his 
father,  three  robbers  made  an  attack  upon  the  house  of  his  foster- 
father  (supposed  to  be  Devlin).61  As  soon  as  Devlin  had  heard  their 
efforts  to  force  in  his  door  he  awoke  his  Dalta  and  told  him  that  the 
house  was  under  attack  by  three  robbers.  ‘And  now,  my  Dalta,'  said 
Devlin,  ‘whether  do  you  wish  to  fight  one  or  two?'  ‘i'll  fight  one,'  said 
o'Kane.  Devlin  rushed  out  and  dispatched  the  three  latros  before  his 
Dalta  had  time  to  dress  himself,  who,  when  he  went  out  found  that  he 
had  no  one  to  encounter.  ‘Now,  my  Dalta,'  said  Devlin,  ‘as  you  have 
not  given  me  any  assistance  in  cutting  off  these  robbers  will  you  watch 
the  bodies  until  morning,  when  we  will  inter  them?'  Upon  which  Devlin 
went  to  bed  and  young  O'Kane  wrapped  himself  up  in  his  cloak  to  stay 
for  the  night,  but  he  had  not  been  there  long  when  he  heard  the  wails  of 
three  banshees  at  a  great  distance  and  their  voice  was  approaching 
nearer  and  nearer.  O'Kane  now  wished  to  deceive  the  banshees;  he 
removed  the  bodies  from  the  position  in  which  they  laid  and  lay  down 
himself  as  if  he  had  been  slain  with  them.  He  had  not  been  long  in  this 
situation  when  the  three  banshees  came  up  and  commenced  to  examine 
the  bodies.  O'Kane  heard  them  say  that  the  bodies  had  been  moved. 

They  came  over  to  him  and  said:  ‘Here  lies  O'Kane's  son  dead  too^ 
although  the  destinies  declared  that  he  should  be  killed  in  Scotland. 

They  then  commenced  to  lament  the  deaths  of  the  slain  men  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  wring  their  hands,  occasionally  combing  their  tresses,  which 
flowed  to  the  ground,  until  the  cock  crew,  and  then  disappeared  imme¬ 
diately.  In  the  morning  O'Kane  told  his  foster-father  all  that  he  had 
heard  from  the  banshees.  l^From  the  viewpoint  of  the  O'Cahans  and  the 
O  Devlins,  the  nocturnal  assailants  in  this  tale  would  be  "robbers",  but 
the  appearance  of  three  banshees  to  mourn  their  death  is  a  sure  sign 
that  they  were  no  common  highwaymen,  but  men  of  good  lineage  who 
were  probably  engaged  in  a  retaliatory  raid  against  an  hereditary  and 
evidently  redoubtable  enemy.  As  William  Butler  Yeats  says  in  Irish 
_Fairv  and  Folk  Tales  (p.  116),  the  banshee  is  "an  attendant  fairy  that 
follows  the  old  families,  and  none  but  them  ...  When  more  than  one 
banshee  is  present  and  they  wail  and  sing  in  chorus,  it  is  for  the  death 
of  some  holy  or  great  one.'G 
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iblallabiiid  won  b^lXkqS  .d.l)  lo  •iuUl\>*' 

dlia^  s  lost  9  lo  9mm  sAi  lo  n:;m7ii7Iia3a£  f7)hv  bstonihoa 

bnxiiiwot  6  lo  ^oiodo  ei/^  (aoiqi:^8)  m)A  oi  a^w  »d  itaidw  lol  'mid  lo) 
&riJ  Iliijd  noiifijS  ailjprfjjsrtp iu  idoailQ  lo  aoitwi  {z'^noX'O)  aid  nJ 
nib  od  as  .b^dalni)  asw  H  a^dw  bns  ,oIiaso 

biuow  aasX*0  »ob  frm  bluow  <iboo]a  dlTBSO  »iU  d3idw  ni  hosl 

ioo j  />od5  bns  jsUA  babssd^d  bns  nolqidd  ikk|o  b^siaa  od  ion 

,  ^  ^As  cinAw  yfuU  jkM  bnxotnn  nA  bUa  al  )i  rtoidw  .ailasd  adi  lo  noiaaasaoq 
»dr^.,\'ilaiK>D  tiadj  tno^l  bnllnqxe  bas  baisdlab  t^IsJoi^aiaw  aans^V) 
euAsM  lo  cbJist)  aii<|iJ4  ballso  asw'bslosis  alJaso  sidi  bsd  odw  sns^'O 
^  (^hs  bsfi  ivis  9;|i4jsn£rdaii3rra''s4i  adoqs  ad  aaysoad  ^ssiolisnA  adi 

.balorsa  aliaso  dail^nS 


ei  t'lola  bliw  ^/woUot  adT  v^raid  lo  nwoni  ci  aiom  ailiil  fioV”  fs 
0%(nhro^Snohl)  cnlimAoM  n!  bsTHlaoji  asw  pdw  naa  aid  luods  bioJ 

aiH  ai  dgsa^  dDi»a4  lo  s'lsbiod  ad^  )oois  sf’idolsila  laliiaib  lovai  a 

•XtinbaobaoJi  lo  ^bidoo  adl  lo  tiaq  aiadiuoa 


i-i. 


ol  til  ad  ol  qjj  nwoi)  bad  Uotumtda}  atijsQ  •^AS  nadw  id^Jn  anO" 
aid  lo  98uod  adi  ol  ban'uilai  dd  aiolad  natb  Itoila  s  bas  amis  isad 
-lalaol  aid  lo  aauod  adi  Roqu  lioaiia  ns  absn:  aiaddoi  aaidl  ,iadist 
lisdl  bisad  bad  nilvaCl  as  nooa  nA  ^^«(niivaQ  ad  ol  baaoqqua)  ladlsl 
9dJ  Xfidl  raid  bXoi  bos  sllaQ  aid  adovs  ad  loob  aid  ni  aoTol  ol  aliolla 


blsa  ^isQ \ai  ,wofl  bnA*  .aiaddoi  aaidl  d>alls  labmi  asw  aanod 
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y  r  blsa  \aflo  id^il  '^owl  lo  aoo  id^l  ol  daiw  ob  ladiadw*  ^niivad 
aid  aiolad  aoilai  aaidl  adi  b9d:»tsqalb  bas  Joo  badeoi  niiyad  .anaX^O^ 
ad  lioll  boiiol  ido  inaw  ad  nadw  ,odw  ,Uaamid  aaatb  ol.jMnll  bad  nllsQ 
r/sd  tfoy  as*  ^AllvaCl  bisc  '^laCL  ym  ,woVi*  .lainiiODaa  ol  ano  on  bad 
rtoiaw  imjx  llhff  aioikkn  aaadi  llo  ^nilltfO  ni  aoaalaiaaa  yna  am  navi)  Ion 
niivaC  dohiW'OoqU  ^tmadi  laloi  Ulw  aw  nadw  ^Itnota  Itkui  saibod  adl 
yair.  ol  dfioio  Aid  ni  qif  liaamid  b9q(|imr  anaVO  inooy  bus  bad  ol  Inaw 
)e  aiisw  adi  biaad  ad  aadv  snol  aiadl  aaad  Ion  bad  ad  Sod  ,iA$iJi  adl  lol 
Sfxidsaoiqqa  ftsw  aoiov  liadl  boa  aonalaib  a  la  aaadanad  aaidl 
ad  ticaadanad  adl  aviaoab  ol  badenr  won  anaX'O  .*isi£an  bits  laisan 
flwob  yal  box  biiU  ^fadl  doidw  lu  noiliaoq  adl  moil  eaibod  adl  bavomai 
sidl  o4  aool  iioad  Ion  bad  aH  onadl  dJiw  nlaJe  naad  bad  ad  li  ea  Uaemid^ 
animsna  ol  baananiiBoa  baa  qo  sotaa  aeadanad  aaidl  adl  nadw  aoiiaoJlB 
.bavom  naad  bad  ^albod  adl  isdl  yaa  maitl  binsd  ana^'O  .aalbod  adl 
.  |OOl  baab  noB  a'anaH^O  aall  aiali'  i>iaa  bns  mid  ol  lavo  amao 

V  .bn£iy>o8€l  bailJd  ad  bIuod%  ad  iadi  baialoab  aainiieab  adl  dsuodlla 

•aoo  bna  naoi  nuia  adl  lo  edlsab  adi  Janmal  oJ  hoDnsmmoo  nadl  yadT 
doidw  ,^9i«iail  iladi  ^nldflioo  yilxoolaaooo  ,'8bnad  il^di  unnW  ol  baiinil  , 
*<amaii  baiaaqqi^lb  nadl  boa  ,W9io  dooa  aril  lilmi  ,600019  bawoD 

5£||  lantal-'iaiBol  oJd  bioi  anad'O  sninioin  adi  nJ  .yialaib 

*  adi  baa  snadaid'O  axU  lo  Inioqwms  sdl  moilj  .saadansd  aitl  moil  biaad 
i<id\*'8ioddcn**  ad  biuow  aim  sidl  ni  elnaiia&aa  iamnlooa  adl  ^liaaG^ 
n^ia  aiua  a  ai  diaab  liaxU  f^'iooa  ol  aaadeaad  aairtl  lo'  ooAsiaaqqa  adl 
odw  a^ssnil  bi>o9  lo  n^m  liid  ^"^yawdsid  oommoo  on  aiaw^yadl  iadl 
cbna  yislibaiad  ns  lenia^a  biai  yiolaiialai  s  ni  ^osnyio  yldadoiq  aiawo 
di5#il  ai  ayat  ^laa  Y^ioUnfi  msiliiW  a  A  ^vmans  9idi;)di;obai  yilnabhra 
-  jsdi  yiiel  msbnalls  na*'  al  aadnnad  adl  *0)  aUol  boa 

ano  nafii^aiom  nadW  ma/il  lud  anon  boa  bio  9dl  ewolKM 

diaob  adJ  lol  &i  li  ^ssiodo  ai  ^nln  box  Uaw  yadJ  bns  biasaiq  al  aadmud 
‘  d'  .aoo  laai)  10  ylod  amoe  lo,  j 
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"Soon  after  young  O^Kane  went  home  to  his  father,  Manus  of 
Brackmoy,  and  lived  there  some  time.  One  day  he  went  towards  Derry, 
and  stood  upon  a  bank  of  sand  that  lay  upon  O^Kane^s  side  of  the  Foyle 
to  take  a  view  of  the  walls  of  the  new  English  garrison,  but  as  he  was 
coming  down  his  foot  slipped  and  his  brains  were  dashed  out  on  a  stone. 

A  crowd  of  English  people  soon  collected  around  him  and  said  that 
Manus,  his  father,  would  accuse  them  of  murdering  him,  and  come  with 
all  his  clan  to  take  revenge  for  it.  Manus  soon  got  word  of  what  had 
happened,  and  went  down  to  the  Foyle  and  there  found  his  son  killed. 

He  made  every  enquiry  about  the  manner  in  which  his  death  had 
occurred,  and  was  soon  convinced  that  the  English  had  no  hand  in  it. 

He  made  enquiry  about  the  heap  of  sand  and  was  told  that  it  was  ballast 
of  a  ship  from  Scotland.  This  brought  the  story  of  the  banshees  imme¬ 
diately  to  his  recollection  and  he  said*  ‘When  my  son  had  not  gone  to 
the  destined  sod  of  his  death,  the  sod  of  his  death  came  to  him.^"  QThe 
year  of  young  O^Kane^s  death  was  1600,  when  the  English  built  a  fort  on 
the  site  of  what  is  now  the  city  of  Londonderry  during  their  war  with 
Hugh  O'NeilQ  | 

r 

In  1535,  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  Henry  Villas  reign,  "Silken 
Thomas",  Earl  of  Kildare,  was  seized  by  the  English  and  sent  to  the 
Tower  of  London.  The  Annals  of  Ulster  also  state:  "O^Devlin,  namely 
John,  died  this  year  of  fever. "62  The  note  by  the  editor  remarks  that 
this  was  the  Chief,  as  indicated  by  the  surname  preceding  the  Christian 
name.  | 

V 

V 

During  the  clan  days  various  titles  of  nobility  were  granted  to 
Irish  chiefs,  in  accordance  with  their  wealth.  Since  riches  are  seldom 
static,  the  chiefs  rose  and  declined  in  rank  as  their  possessions 
increased  or  decreased.  As  an  example  of  such  fluctuations,  although 
The  Annals  of  Ulster  accord  the  title  of  king  to  one  of  the  Hagans  in 
the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century,  five  hundred  and  fifty  years  later  at 
the  time  of  the  Confiscations  it  would  appear  from  the  remarks  of  Sir 
Toby  Caulfield  that  they  were  nobles  of  a  secondary  grade,  on  a  par 
with  their  neighbors  the  Devlins  in  that  respect.  Inasmuch  as  no 
inventories  of  the  wealth  in  Munterevlin  before  the  Confiscations  have 
come  down  to  us,  we  lack  sufficient  Information  to  determine  what  rank, 
or  ranks,  the  chiefs  of  that  territory  held  during  the  centuries  of  their 
rule.  Aire  tuise,  meaning  "noble  of  the  first  rank",  was  at  one  time  the 
highest  grade  of  nobility,  but  higher  titles  were  later  introduced,  as  in 
England  marquess  and  duke  were  added  to  the  former  highest  title  of 
earl.63  From  what  we  know  concerning  the  size  of  The  O' Devlin^  s 
jurisdiction,  and  of  his  position  as  "true  kern",  it  appears  certain  that 
he  must  have  been  at  least  an  aire  tuise,  and  probable  that,  at  one  time 
or  another,  he  occupied  a  higher  rank.  Seeing  that  the  various  grades 
of  nobility  differed  rather  in  the  amount  than  in  the  kind  of  display 
which  they  affected,  a  description  of  the  manner  of  living  of  an  aire 
tuise  should  give  us  an  approximate  conception  of  the  pomp  and  cere¬ 
mony  expected  of  one  in  The  O' Devlin's  position. 

"The  aire  tiTise  was  lord  of  twenty-seven  clients,  fifteen  of  vassal- 
age  and  twelve  free,  from  which  he  had  as  house-custom  summer  food, 
and  in  winter  four  cows  and  five  steers  and  six  yearlings,  with  their 


^  m  ^ 

k>  stfimM  ol  ftfcod  In^w  wifiX'^O  ^icuioXsjtdAj;  iip<^  i, 

,1(7790  VMiTwQi  in^vr  9it  >f*fe  .«mtt  sctxoe  si  jdJ  ImivII  hnji  ,YO£xii3AiQ 
9iyo^  ^  noirji  isdJ  bnMB  lo  iABd  £  aoqu  booSB  hns 

aew  mi  «■  Suit  wan  9dJ  lo  efl^w  adl'lo  w»hr  s  sdat  o9 

•anoiB  ft  iio  fuo  k^^ftb  979#  anijnd  ehi  biui  bacrqila  ktol  Bid  xrvob'^laoo 
iftdi  hfiB  mill  bmnrt  baldalloa  ifboa  oiqoaq  rfall^S  )o  bwoio  A 
dJiTi  amoo  bnft  ,mtii  ^ii/i9bi0m  to  ismil  aeuooft  bloow  ,i9(ttftt  aid  ,F.imftlf 
^  bftd  iftdw  to  btow  Jo))  aoQfi  aonftM  .11  lot  93UI  ot  nsld  aid  Ifs' 

ffoa  aid  fefiifol  diodl  bfus  adl  ol  awob  ia^w  baft  yboaaqqftif 

bed  dicab  aid  dolHv  al  iftnnftoi  odi  laodfi  yilapca  t'tftva  dbftm  aH 
.})  Bi  bnftd  Oft  bftri  dati^ftS  «di  iftdl  booiiivnoo  nooc.asw  b/iftv^baiioooo 
asv  St  Jftdl  blei  baft  bosa  to  qA»d  odl  loods  '^lftpaa  ebftitx  ftH 
amoii  aasnsnsd  mU  lo  ^oia  srtS  Stijftfoid  BJrtT  .basIlooB  moil  qlda  ft  to 

i>i£a  mi  brut  noitoftllodai  aid  ol  xlsiMtb 
boa^9/il  .dJ^db  aid  to  boa  bonlladb  adl 


oi  mioft  lofi  bftd  noa  ym  nadW*  : 
aaflO  ^  .mid  ol  maao  dlftjki  aid  to 


AO  liol  ft  IfliKi  dailsnS  sdl  asdw  ,00#i  a£w  diftab  a'muJC'O  saooy  to  laay 
»  -diiw  iftw  ilddi  miiiub  yiiobnobaoJ  to  ylto  mil  woa  $1  Iftdw  lo  dlia  odi 


<W  ,  Tv' 


noitlS"  rA^fti  a^V  yinoll  to  iftoy  dlxia-'yla^vl  mfl  ,dtSt  nl 
»di  ol  laaa  baft  daii^inH  odl  yd  bosloa  ajBvr  ,diftbll>l  to  lift?  ,”aftniodT 
yimnftn  ^^▼aC['0"  rolftla  oaic  lolalU  to  alftftg^  jiobaoJ  to  lawoT* 
iftdl  adiftffloi  lolibs  9dl  yd  oJon  odT  to  ift^y  aid!  bftib  ,AdoI 

oftilairfilD  edl  ;|oJbftOBiq  mnjijiiaa  adl  yd  baiftOlbAi  aft  ^loldO  9dl  e£w  aldl 


L  ',f ,' 


lOCAftll 


Ol  boiofti^  9i«w  yllifdon  to  anilil  auolurr  ayRb  aido  adl 
mobiaa  aii  amloii  ooniS^  .dllftsw  iimli  ditw  snnftbioooft  ai  ^atoldo  dalil 
^  ”  anolaaseaoq  itmil  bj  in£i  al  boalloob  bits  saoi  aloldo  odl  .ollftia 
d^ADdlift  ^aoollftiiloolt  doue  to  aiqmftxa  oft  aA  i>oaft9ioob  10  boaftotaai 
Hi  aoftigftH'O  mil  to  aoo  ol  yiJi  to  Wiii  mti  bioooji  lelelU  to  alfinnA  odT 
tfi  lolftl  aiftoy  yHlt  boa  b^ibnud  sTit  ^yioinao  dlnoY^fb  mil  lo  aibbira  adl 
liS  to  adiftmai  mil  moil  iftoqqa  biuOv  li  eaoitftoaltnoO  iHi  lo  omll'adt 
laq  ft  no  .ftbftin  rtabao'j^a  m  to  aoidoa  mw  ymil  ladi  bloHiuiO  ydoT 
on  ftft  doumaftid  .Jooqaai  Iftdl  ttS  anIivoQ'O  mil  aioddslon  ilmli  dilw 
oyftd  anoiiftoaltaeO  mil  aiotod  ailvsidliii/M  nl  d^lftsv  tdl  lo  asliolnsTal 
,dafti  tftdw  rnilmiftl^b  ol  noilftmiotai  iasioltlua  doftl  9W  ,ao  oi  nwob  wboo 
limll  to  seiiulrto  mU  ^nHvb  blsd  yiolliiol  IfidJ  to  atsirto  adi  .adofti  10 
mil  mull  900  ift  ^ftw  ,*'j63fti  laiit  odi  to  aldod”  snixiftofn  .oalul  siiA  .oIai 
oi  aft  .baouboilul  lolfti  9i9w  asJlII  lod^d  tod  ,pftidon  to  sbfti)  laadsid 
tc  ftllil  :s9d||til  imoiol  mil  ol  bsbbft  9i9W  aiob  bna  aaou^ftm  bflftiyxS 
a'iiJiv9<l'*0  miT  to  oxie  9dj  ^inieoroo  wood  9W  Iftdw  moit  ^^.fifts 
Iftill,iiiftli90  aiftsqqjx  II  ,'*ffi9i  mill**  as  nolliaoq  aid  to  bnis  ^ilolbehrvt 
dotil  mio  Ift  ,SAdS  shisdoiq  baft  .szfuJ  9iift  nft  lasftf  lft  asad  9Vftd  feina  9d 
aobfti)  axioiiiv  sdl  isiU  90x998  \dnftt  Tedaid  s  bolqoooo  9d  ^ladloaft^io 
.  ’  I  yftXqftib  to  bnid  sdl  ni  aadl  ixuxomft  9di  ol  imilsi  b9i9ttlb,ylilidoli  to 
•  ^  ^ ^  mtivil  to  *190X1110  9dl  to  noiiqiioaob  £  .bdlosttft'ysdl^lfdliiw 
^  qiooq  mil  lo  noltq^onoo  slftmixoiqqi  ni  su  ovi)  bliyoda'ftatixl** 

W<*<  jxoliiaoq  a'oilTftCl'O  mfT  oi  mio  to  bnlodqxo  yoom 

-Isaaftv  lo  neaitlt  n9v»8-yln9Wl  to  biol  b£w  9Rii/i^  niift  9dT"o 

.boot  lomxmia  xooiauo-oauod  aft  bad  sd  rtoidw  xnoit  ,997t  9vl9wl  bxu  99ft 
ilmli  dllw  ,89nliifioy  xia  bns  aiisie  svfl  bru  awoo  loo)  isinlw  nl  bnft 
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fixed  ‘accompaniment'  of  bacon,  malt,  wheat  and  other  provisions  ... 

The  aire  tuise,  and  the  ranks  above  him  could  become  clients  to  none 
less  than  a  king  ...  Apparently  he  went  in  state  with  his  twelve  glittering 
horse  bridles,  one  of  them  gold,  the  others  of  silver.  He  had  free  clients 
for  his  company,  a  retinue  of  eight  in  the  tuath  and  six  in  private.  He 
had  not  to  beg  for  fighting  men  since  by  his  full  claim  he  could  levy 
from  his  own  following.  At  home  he  had  deer-hounds  for  himself  and 
lap-dogs  for  his  wife.  In  his  house  of  twenty-nine  feet  he  had  proper 
sets  of  furniture,  eight  beds  and  six  couches,  both  cushions  and  rugs 
and  irons  and  bronze  vessels,  and  a  cauldron  worthy  of  his  state  which 
would  hold  a  beef  and  a  bacon  hog. "64 

Although  in  the  latter  days  of  the  clan  era  the  O' Devlins  were 
surpassed  in  riches,  and  probably  in  rank,  by  such  gallowglass  septs 
as  the  MacDonnells,65  they  must  have  enjoyed  a  considerable  prestige 
by  reason  of  their  ancient  lineage,  as  representatives  of  a  Clan  Owen 
descent  senior  to  that  of  the  O'Neills  themselves.  It  was  probably 
because  of  such  prestige,  rather  than  on  account  of  their  wealth  or 
power,  that  the  O'Devlins  were  selected  as  foster-parents  for  children 
of  the  O'Neills  of  Tyrone,  the  O'Neills  of  Clandeboy,  and  the  O'Cahans. 

Among  the  Irish  the  chief  was  known  and  afldressed  simply  as 
o' Devlin,  and  the  same  custom  prevails  at  the  present  day  in  addressing 
those  who  still  bear  Milesian  titles.  John  O'Donovan  says:^  "In  all 
official  documents  the  chief  used  the  surname  only,  Misi  O  Neill,  ‘I  am 
O'Neill,'  like  the  King  of  Spain's  ‘Yo  el  Key'.  In  conversation,  also,  the 
surname  only  was  used... "66  Among  the  English  it  was  the  custom  to 
prefix  the  definite  article  to  the  chief's  name,  as  The  O' Devlin.  Junior 
members  of  a  family  prefixed  their  Christian  name  to  the  surname,  as 
Tier  nan  O' Devlin. 

The  king  or  chief  was  always  elected  from  the  close  relatives  of 
a  deceased  ruler.  The  freemen  of  the  clan  or  sept  were  theoretically 
the  electors,  but  the  real  choice  seems  to  have  been  made  by  an  inner 
circle  of  the  leading  nobility,  at  least  when  a  king  was  chosen.  After 
the  choice  had  been  made,  the  result  was  proclaimed  to  the  clansmen 
for  their  ratification.  According  to  a  regulation  dating  from  pagan  days, 
the  ruler  must  be  free  from  all  bodily  deformities  or  blemishes.  As  we 
have  seen,  the  great  king  Cormac  mac  Art  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
the  throne  to  his  son  after  losing  his  eye,  such  being  the  popular  preju¬ 
dice  against  a  ruler  with  that  sort  of  disfiguration.  It  is  evident,  how¬ 
ever,  that  such  a  rule  did  not  apply  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking 
or  Conn  the  "Halt"  could  not  have  been  O'Neill.  Neither  did  the  elective 
principle  persist  much  after  this  time,  since  the  English  system  of 
primogeniture  was  adopted  and  is  still  in  force  for  such  Milesian  titles 
as  have  survived  to  this  day. .  The  revenue  of  the  king  or  chief  was 
derived  partly  from  "mensal"  land,  which  he  held  by  right  of  his  office 
and  which  passed  to  his  successor.  The  ruler  also  received  subsidies 
of  various  k^nds  from  his  clansmen,  and  might  have  private  land  of  his 
own.67 
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Writing  in  1882,  Sir  Bernard  Burke  states  that  Milesian  titles 
extant  in  Ireland  at  that  time  were:  68  xhe  O'Grady  of  Kilballyowen, 
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The  MacGillicuddy  of  the  Reeks,  The  O^Donoghue  of  the  Glens,  The 
O* Donovan  of  Clan  Cathal,  The  Conor  Don,  The  MacDermott  Roe  and 
The  MacDermott,  Prince  of  Coolavin,  the  last  a  unique  example  of  the 
survival  of  a  Milesian  princely  title.  These  titles  are  all  included  in 
Burke* s  Landed  Gentry  of  Ireland,  1912,  with  the  addition  of  a  Leinster 
title  that  had  been  revived  -  The  O’Morchoe  of  Oulartleigh,  reassumed 
by  "deed  poll"  in  1895.69 

With  the  exception  of  The  MacDermott  Roe,  all  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  titles  were  confirmed  to  their  present  holders  by  the  Genealogical 
Office,  Dublin  Castle,  in  1945,  and  the  following  were  also  allocated  by 
that  office  as  purely  courtesy  titles,  by  right  of  seniority,  to  the  present 
heads  of  their  respective  septs:  The  Fox,  The  O* Callaghan,  The  O* Neill 
(of  Clandeboy),  The  0*Toole,  The  O’Kelly,  The  0*Brien,  and  The 
O'Donnell  of  Tyrconnell.  Of  the  fourteen  chiefs  recognized  by  the 
Genealogical  Office,  nine  are  residents  of  Ireland,  two  of  England,  and 
one  each  of  France,  Spain  and  Portugal. 70  in  spite  of  a  population  of 
Irish  descent  larger  than  that  of  the  home  country  itself,  the  United 
States  is  not  represented  in  this  list,  although  there  must  be  heads  of 
Milesian  septs  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  who  may  be  ignorant  of  or 
indifferent  to  their  claims.  Besides  the  titles  mentioned  above,  others 
have  been  assumed  in  recent  times  which,  although  constituting  an 
interesting  and  romantic  bond  with  a  remote  past,  are  of  doubtful 
authenticity. 71 

With  the  exceptions  noted  in  the  cases  of  the  0*Neills72  and  the 
O'Donnells, 73  all  other  Ulster  titles  are  extinct.  After  the  Confisca¬ 
tions  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  Ulster  chiefs  and  their  families 
were  either  driven  into  exile  or  often,  having  lost  their  land,  became  so 
impoverished  as  eventually  to  merge  with  the  peasantry.  In  his 
Vicissitudes  of  Families,  Sir  Bernard  Burke  gives  some  vivid  accounts 
of  the  downfall  of  these  Milesian  chiefs.  It  is  possible  that  the  title  - 
The  o'Devlin  of  Munterevlin  -  may  be  revived  some  day,  but  this  is  not 
likely,  since  the  records  of  descent  from  the  last  chief  have  probably 
been  lost  during  the  centuries  that  have  elapsed  since  the  Confiscations. 

In  the  year  1539  The  Annals  of  Ulster  have  the  following  entry: 
"More  was  done  this  year,  to  wit;  Cor  mac  Mac  Uidhir  [Maguire],  the 
unique  son  of  a  king  that,  of  those  who  were  in  the  same  time  as  he,  was 
best  of  hand  and  nobleness,  was  slain  by  his  own  retinue,  namely  by 
Cobhthach  Mac  Samradhain  [Coffey  MacGovern]  and  by  the  Muintir- 
Dobhilen  [People  of  Devlin]  and  by  the  descendants  of  Philip,  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  the  month  of  April." 

This  is  the  same  Cormac  Maguire  who  was  "taken  in  treachery" 
by  Fellm  the  "Devlinite"  and  others  seven  years  before  this  date,  but 
the  incident  is  mystifying.  The  annals  proceed,  as  is  their  custom,  to 
relate  other  events,  without  throwing  any  more  light  on  this  crime. 
"Unique"  apparently  refers  to  the  prince's  transcendent  qualities,  but 
why  such  a  noble  man  should  have  been  slain  by  his  own  retinue  and 
even,  as  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  relate,  in  the  presence  of  his 
own  brethren,  is  not  explained. 74  We  obtain  a  glimpse  of  a  dark  con¬ 
spiracy,  culminating  in  fratricide,  that  might  have  furnished  the  plot 
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for  a  Shakespearean  tragedy,  but  for  the  annalists,  who  give  little  but 
headlines,  it  was  one  of  many  items  for  the  year  under  consideration, 
which  they  record  perfunctorily,  with  the  usual  stereotyped  panegyric. 
Such  events  may  have  been  later  enlarged  upon  by  the  poets. 

The  reference  to  the  People  of  Devlin  is  puzzling.  What  they  were 
doing  in  habitually  hostile  territory  is  not  explained.  Their  stay  in 
Fermanagh  seems  to  have  been  temporary,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  reason  for  their  presence  there,  since  the  surname  Devlin  is  now 
rare  in  that  county.  Possibly  they  were  a  group  of  adventurers  engaged 
as  mercenaries  in  factional  warfare  among  the  Maguires.  In  fact  The 
Annals  of  Ulster  say  that  three  years  before  his  death  this  same 
Cormac  Maguire,  with  two  of  his  brothers,  had  joined  with  one  of  the 
0*Neills  in  an  attack  on  The  Maguire,  their  father.  This  Neill  could 
have  had  O*  Devlins  with  him  in  this  venture,  some  of  whom  may  have 
remained  in  Fermanagh  as  a  part  of  Cormac^ s  bodyguard.  From  what 
we  learn  of  it,  the  situation  in  the  Maguire  dynasty  at  this  time  must 
have  been  extremely  complicated. 

The  title  "king"  as  applied  to  Maguire,  who  ruled  in  what  is  now 
the  county  of  Fermanagh,  is  a  translation  of  ri,  a  title  borne  by  numer¬ 
ous  chiefs  whose  power,  and  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  varied 
greatly;  from  the  petty  ruler^of  a  tuath  to  the  great  provincial  kings  in 
earlier  times,  and  the  ard-ri,  or  high-king,  himself.  Since  many  of 
them  founded  families  and  supplied  patronymics  for  their  descendants, 
an  impression  has  been  created  that  all  the  Milesian  Irish  claim  kings 
In  their  lineage,  which  is  by  no  means  universally  true,  although  on 
account  of  the  Irish  system  of  hereditary  land  tenure  and  the  favoritism 
practised  by  royal  houses  in  creating  appanages  for  their  "eligibles", 
large  families  and  many  descendants  were  generally  assured  to  those 
of  royal  ancestry,  in  the  clan  days.  Looking  back  on  the  days  of  the 
Gaelic  ascendancy  Duald  MacFirbis,  the  seventeenth  century  genealo¬ 
gist,  remarks:  "It  is  a  usual  thing  in  the  case  of  great  princes  when 
their  children  and  their  families  multiply,  that  their  clients  and  fol¬ 
lowers  are  squeezed  out,  wither  away  and  are  wasted."  Even  after  the 
loss  of  their  hereditary  lands  the  Milesian  aristocracy  displayed  an 
exceptional  ability  to  survive  adverse  conditions  under  which  the 
plebeians  perished.  The  latter  have  left  so  few  descendants  that  a 
genuine  Milesian  plebeian  surname  is  now  a  comparative  rarity.  So 
numerous  were  the  offspring  of  Milesian  aristocracy  in  later  times, 
and  so  reduced  in  economic  and  social  position,  that  claims  to  distinc¬ 
tion  because  of  their  lineage  became  ridiculous,  their  position  resem¬ 
bling  that  of  Russian  "princes"  under  the  Czars,  whose  titles  finally 
came  to  hold  little  or  no  social  significance,  simply  indicating  as  they 
did  a  remote  descent  from  a  landed  proprietor  of  Viking  origin. 

In  1540,  the  year  following  Cormac  s  death,  one  of  the  Maguires 
was  leader  in  a  raid  during  which  Domnall  Devlin  and  others  were 
hanged,  and  several  killed,  including  two  MacGoverns,  but  not  the 
Coffey  (Cobhthach)  MacGovern  mentioned  as  one  of  those  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  Cormac’~s  assassination.75  The  land  of  the  MacGoverns,’  a 
branch  of  the  Connachta.  lay  in  Cavan,  south  of  Maguire's  territory  in 
Fermanagh. 
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adi  lo  900  dJiw  boniot  bod  fajart^o*^  aid  lo  owl  liiiw  ,9ilij:i|toM  oamioO 
bluoo  ilisM'O  ,i9dJal  itadi  triiii:saM  9dT  ao  doaiis  a«  iii  allloH^O 
ovAd  yam  onodw  lo‘ ^moa  ^(^tohiav'^aidi  oi  mid  dlhr  aniIvsOi'O  bad  svad 
iadw  mot'i  .oiao^ybod  a'^smioO  to  itsq  a  sa  d;iAaarai9?[  oi  beniamsi 
iaom  »mi!  aid!  la  yiaaoyb  9i.'i/^aM  sd!  ni  aotiaoJia  Adi  lo  aiaal  9w 

- ""  ^boiaoiiiQmoo  ylMnotlAs  n99ct  9vad 

IWt¥ 


rfc^^woa  ei  iadw  oi  baiiit  odw  i»tltiyl4  oi  bdiiqqa  aa  aiil!  siTJt 

'  *‘^-i9mua  yd  aniod  aliJi  a  ,li  lo  ri^iali 


fiilaaaT!  a^ai  lo  yinooo  edi 

bsiiav  ^oiiolbaiiDt  tlsdi  to  ins^i^o  9dl  boa  ,t9woq  oaodw  auo 

ai  a^alal  Isionivdiq  !£9i)  sd!  o!  it!ga!,a  lo  lAlin  yilsq  sidl  moil  ;yU&9Ti 
to  ynaoi  eoaiB  .tlsemid  ,viid*d;^fl  to  Jt-bta  Mti  boa  (3soiil  teiiia^ 
.einabatoaob  titdi  lol  aoimynoiiaq  b9ilqqi/a"l>aa  asiliinal  bobmiol  msiU 
a^iaii  iniai:>  daitl  oaiaoliM  td!  ila  !a/^  boiaoto  noad  aad  aoiaasiqaxi  oa 
flo  d^uodiia  «aui!  yllaai^viao  anaoin  oa  yd  ai  doidw  ,9;i|a9aii  iltxU  ni 
^Biiitoval  94j  baa  siiiiidl  baal  yiallbotod  lo  mdiaya  daitl  tilJ  lo  huioooa 
,'*a9ldl^i9*'  ii9d)  tol  as^aqqa  yiiiaoio  ni  asauod  layot  yd  boaiibatq 
9eod!  oi  bViuaaa  yliatoas)  9t9tr  aJaabasoetb  yaam  boa  aoiiimal  99ial 
9ft!  lo  ayab  sd;  no  doad  aaidooJ  .ayab  naJo  Adi  ni  ,yiiasona^ layot  to 
<^ia9A9s  ytuJooa  dhT99jn9V9a  od!  «BidtJ^9aM  bljuiC  yonabnooea  oilsaO 
a9dw  aooni'iq  lasi^  lo  oaao  ad!  ni  snldi  Ijuiao  a  ai  il"  ladtaffloi  ,iel9  ^ 
-iol  baa  ain^D  liadi  !ad!  ,yiqUiom  aaiilmal  iJddi  boa  nstblido  lisd! 
o/ii  toila  ".bsieaw  tia  bna  yawa  tsfthvr  ,hio  b9£99upa  9ia  ai9Wol 

na  bAvalqatb  y:>at3oieita  oaiCAiiM  adJ  abnai  ytalibeiad  tiedi  lo  aaol 
/  ^  '  9di  doidw  labnii  afioilibaoo  daiAvtM:  ovhrtufi  ol  yiiiida  laooiiqaoxa 
a^iarii  tJn^Aooaob  wo!  oa  fiai  ovad  ttilaX  adT  .bodaiioq  aaaiodalq 
oB  .yJioat  Atiiaiaqoioo  a  won  ai  scnarioa  naiodoiq  naiasIlM  sniiirid) 
.aamii  ttial  ni  y^aiooJaiia  n&iasliU  lo  anitqallo  ani  aiaw  auoioaxaa 
-oniiaib  ol  UM  ^iiiscq  laiooc  boa  almonooo  ni'bsofibot  oa  baa 

•iii9e9i  noiliaoq  litd!  .ftnoJuoibit  sraaoad  st^anii  lisdi  lo  satiaosd  noii 
ylLanll  asilii  aaodw  ,ata7D  adi  'labna  "aaonitq'*  nIiaaiiH  lo  !ad!  joild 
yadt  aa  snilaoxbni  yiqmie  .  aonaoitii^le  isiooa  on  to  aliiii  Mod  oi  amaa 
'  rni^to  )iiidiV  lo  7oi9itqotq  baboai  a  motl  insaadb  sJoisat  a  bib 

adi  lo'aoo  ^diaab  a  oamioO  ^niwoliol  taay  adi  nl  ^ 
a^w  p.iadk)  bna  niIv9U*0  UanmoO  daidw  :^nt^b  Mat  a  ni  tabaal  saw 
adJ  ion  h/d  .eatayoODaM  owl  ^buiani  ,baiUd  iatayaa  boa  ^baj^iad 
-iofitJiq  Qdw  aaodj  lo  aoo  na  banoilnam  niavodoall  (doarilridoO)  yalloO  g, 
a  \an*T9voOaaM  adJ  lo  bnai  adT  ^t.nolianiaaaa&a  iio&mioO  nl  bali^ 
ni  yiohiiai  a^otiajjaM  lo  diooc  .navaO  nl  yai  ^Iri^nnhoQ  adi  lo  dona*^ 
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Life  in  the  Ireland  of  those  days  must  have  been  something  like 
that  of  the  frontier  in  America  during  Indian  times.  The  great  Irish 
epic,  the  Tain«  has  as  its  theme  the  wars  occasioned  in  the  first  century 
B.  C.  by  the  ’’Cattle  Spoiling  of  Cooley”,  and  we  hear  of  continual  raids 
during  the  following  sixteen  hundred  yearg,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  booty  or  of  obtaining  vengeance  for  past  wrongs,  many  of  them 
centuries  old.  In  this  particular  case,  however,  these  hangings  and 
killings  may  have  been  a  retaliation  for  the  part  that  the  People  of 
Devlin,  and  their  associates  the  MacGoverns,  took  in  the  assassination 
of  Cormac  Maguire  in  the  previous  year.  The  annalist,  however,  may 
not  have  approved  of  this  possibly  undiscriminating  attack  on  the  Mac¬ 
Governs,  since  he  speaks  well  of  the  two  members  of  that  sept  who 
were  killed  in  this  raid. 

From  the  accounts  that  we  have  of  Maguire's  court,  he  appears 
to  have  lived  in  state,  as  head  of  one  of  the  greater  Ulster  septs. 

Teigue  O'Higgins,  the  blind  Hereditary  Poet  of  Maguire,  describes  the 
Maguire's  household  at  this  period  as  follows: 

"From  afar  the  blithe  uproar  of  the  chase  greeted  him,  wolf  dog 
and  greyhound  in  field  and  wood  and  the  horses  trying  their  speed.  By 
the  mansion  the  masts  of  the  Lough  Erne  flotilla  stood  as  a  grove  along 
the  shore.  The  courtyard  thronged  with  gentlemen  of  the  Clan  Colla 
who  dispensed  largesse;  the  hall  crowded  with  minstrels  and  poets; 
ladies  and  their  women  in  another  room  embroidered  rare  tissues  and 
wove  golden  webs;  of  wrights  a  whole  regiment  is  there  -  of  artificers 
also  that  finish  beakers  -  of  smiths  that  forge  weapons;  mantles  and 
rugs  are  taking  a  crimson  stain,  swords  are  tempered  to  a  right  blue, 
spearheads  riveted  to  shafts;  ‘pledges'  are  enlarged,  others  again 
brought  in;  gallant  men  hurt  are  tended  by  the  leach,  brave  men  unin¬ 
jured  are  being  damaged.  Part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  listening  to 
romances,  in  comparing  genealogies;  there  was  drinking  and  music; 
and  so  much  to  see  and  hear  that  the  full  day  seemed  but  an  hour  till  at 
even  they  sat  in  due  order  for  supper.  Fighting  men  were  to  be  seen  on 
all  sides,  pervading  all  the  house;  as  they  sat  in  their  own  quarters 
each  man's  arms  hung  ready  above  his  head,  for  those  were  the  days  of 

fear.  "76 


There  is  here  something  of  the  charm,  and  also  the  sense  of 
impending  doom,  that  are  often  found  in  dying  civilizations,  like  that  of 
the  old  South  before  the  Civil  War  in  the  United  States.  Similar  sights 
to  those  described  above  could  have  been  observed  where  The  O' Devlin 
lived,  since  every  Irish  chief,  of  whatever  grade,  maintained  a  minia¬ 
ture  court  with  observances  and  ceremonies  like  those  of  a  king,77 
although  in  Munterevlin  naturally  on^a  smaller  scale  and  with  less 
splendor  displayed  than  at  the  court  of  a  wealthy  ruler  like  Maguire. 

Sir  Toby  Caulfield  describes  the  O'Hagans  as  being  one  of  the  four 
septs,  including  the  O'Devlins,  that  the  Irish  called  "horsemen”.  The 
land  of  the  O'Hagans  adjoined  that  of  the  O'Devlins  on  the  west,  where 
o' Hagan,  as  hereditary  Brehon,  inaugurated  O'Neill.  Hugh  O'Neill, 

Earl  of  Tyrone,  was  Inaugurated  at  Tullaghoge  in  1595  when  he 
reassumed  his  ancient  Milesian  title,  after  engaging  in  an  insurrection 
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^  K  ':,  ^  ^  ,  :  • 

siii  o5«d  <»vjwl  t«ttm  ho  biiAl«tI  tdl  al>  slU  4  ’*4|> 

ifRJtl  axff  .aafliii  njsIbAl  Bn^i^b  lai'tsmA  «i  i^bnoiliSdJ  \o  JtiWiM^ 

•  Yiuui^  sdl  <U  towtsuM^oo  ftvw  9di  all  8£  aad  ,sii»T  oilJ  ,oJq« 

sbJai  Iju^oj^ltfod  lo  "MiNf  ^  bcA  BfiiliociS  alWaD”  »ill  ^  -*0  .fl 

Yo  »eoqTff<?  ®<U  lol  bjjibiuxd  ^Ivollol  adY  ^liob 

ffi9di  U»  ^YiRiSits  ^  '?iood  sni^Boea 

boM  air^lBnad  aaadi  ,i<»tfdwQd  ta«ac»  xtluoiiijsq  attU  nl  J>lo  aeiiubiaB 
*^  .Yo  9iqo3^  adi  ladi  naq  anl  •wY^aoiiwLim  a  nsad  avad  BBoiUld 
ooliBfiiaaaaaa  adl  al  iool  |Wn«rvoOcwjM  adi  asYaiooaaa  i^adi  bna  ^nllvaClj 
Xfna  ,iav»wod  .Y^fiaiwa  adX-  ttMoYraiq  arU  fli  aiJuvM  aaoiioO  to 
•oall^aitY  ad  ior.m^}talUuUmH99tihiW  ttolaaoq  aidi  to  baaoiqqa  avad  toa 
odw  Jqaa  iadJ  Vo  eiedmijai  owY  aril  to'^liow  adaaqa  ori  aonla  .znis^oO 
^.PPfQ  f  y  .bUn  aJiU  ai  bsUid  aiaw 

,;"\T  ■'* 

eiBdqqs  tii  ,JiiiOd.aVioB«^  ^  aw  Jadi  sUfUK^ooa  adl  cootl  ‘r  j 

.ftiqaa  totolU^atoan  wU  to  ano  to  baad  aa  ,alsto  oi  baWi  av^  ol 
adi  aadiToaab  .sTitrashl'  to  lao^  xr^wbai^H  baiW  adi  O  DujIdT  , 

lawoUoY  aa  boliaci’alflY  to  biodaaDod  a*ailii3aM  Tf 

^  •  1.  . .  1  « 


‘■^ob  How  ^Id  bolaaniB  eaado  adi  to  •tso^qv  adYiW  mU  isU  moi^** 
y8  •baaqa  ftadJ  aaaioH  edl  btia  boow  bos  biail  ol  bnuod^oiB  bus 

^loU  avoiB  A  ^  boosa  alliJoIl  aaiS  riBooJ  adi  to  aJOAis  arii  noiansia  adi 
aUo^  ojiO  adl  to  naoioiMaB  diJw  baBAOTdl  biB^Iwo  adT  ,9*ioria  mii 
;8ia(SY  tois  aiattoiiiia  ditw  babwoio  IX£d  aril  baanoqaib  odw 

hrt^  aaDsaii  aisi  baiabioidma  asooi  ladipiUk  ai  naaiow  ilsdl  bns  aalbcl 
aiaoniiui  to  •  wiadJ  al  toamljn  aioriw  m  sto^^iw  to  :«aaw  nabios  avow 
boa  aallasa  raooqaaw  a^ioY  tod:  ariiiM«,to  -  aiedjiad  dabUl-lsHI  oala 
,ai/ld  JfiBli  a  ol  baiaqwaJ  aia  abiowa  fOii^  acamlio  ai*  iBin 

^  ato^a  aiadio  ^a^ialAa  eia  'easbalq'^  ;3StMle  ol  baiavli  absaiiiaaqa 
-flloxi  aam  avaid  ^aai  adl  xd  babaai  91a  i‘)cxjd  aaca  m&itoB  ;ai  JriBuoid 
ol  Boinaiml  oi  Jnaqa  asw  ^rJ>  adl  to  iia^  .basamab  Bfliad  aia  baiot 
;oiaiicn  bna  yiidoi'xb  aav  aiarii  '.aaiBoiaattOB  y^iiJiqxiK)^  oi  .adooaoxo^  v  ^ 
la  iiri  Tuori  fia  iod  boiaaaa  ^  ^  aae^ol  i^um  oa  boa 

oo  naaa  ad  ol  aiavr  a^a.  BriilriB^'d  .laqqoB  t6l  •lafoio  aub  af  toa  x®dl  oava 
dvatraop  owo  iladi  nl  Jaa  x.ertl  aa  ;aayod  adl  iU  yitoitviaq  ^aabia  ito 
Yo  a\ab  aril  arrow  ododl  ‘xol  ^aad  aid  avocU  xbaai  Boori  amia^a  oam  doaa 
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1^  to  aaiiae  adJ  oaia  baa  ^*x£do  aril  to'^ioidiaaioB  aiad  ai  aiadT 

to  laril  ajiti  .aaol^aiUvlo  ^tb  ai  tmuol  nalto  aia  iarii  ^oob  BOlbaaqinl 
alri^«  iBltoaiS  /adi&iS  bi^linU  aril  ai  xaW  UviO  adl  a  iolad  dmoS  bio  aril 
niIvaCI*0  adT  srsariw  bovicoado  riaad  avad  biiioo  avuria  badiioaab  aaoiU  ol 
-aioim  a  banialaUai  ^abaij  lavaiailw  to  ,YairiiO  rtalii  x^ava  aonla  ,bavii 
fT,;inid  a  to  aBotU  aill  aatAOcaaiaa  bni»  eai>ai:^7aado  riilw  Ixuoo  aiul 
•  aaal  rtJlw  biia  aifi:»a  lallame  a«iio  xlbnyiai!  mivaia^nuM  ni  rijiioddA^jj^ 
.attoyM  a3¥H  latoi  x^lllaaw  a  to  friioo  adl  la  uadi  baxaiqaib  lobaalqa  ' 


4  ,1^ 


■*'t* 


laol  aili  to  ano  salad  aa  anasaHY)  9dl  aadliDBsb  bialYluaO  xrioT  1I8 
odT  /^a9la9^lod*’  baliao  dalil  adi  JadJ  .aiiiJvaQ^  aril  ^JbuXoiU  tOlqaa 
w.vaiaiiw  ,lf^aw  adl  ao  aoiivaCI’O  aril  to  ladl  baaiolba  ani^BaH'O  adl  ^  brigi  ^ 
dsaH  .Ujiall'Q  balSivyiaoi  ^wdata  x^ailb^liad  aa  jtajaH^  4, 
ad  aariw  cJ ^s^dsaU uT  to  batoTbsuanl  aaw^ior.oixX  to  lial 

noltoai'uiafli  aa  ai  laHa  lOllll  naiaaiifd  inaiaaa  eld  bami/aeawi:? 
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against  the  English  queen,  Elizabeth.  This  was  the  last  Inauguration 
generally  recognized  as  authentic,  although  Sir  Phelim  O* Neill  was 
Inaugurated  as  Neill  by  one  of  the  O* Hagans  at  Tullaghoge  in  1642,  in 
the  second  year  of  his  rebellion.  This  Inauguration,  however,  carried 
less  weight,  because  a  generation  had  already  elapsed  since  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  clan  system,  and  in  the  interval  elan  solidarity  had  been 
weakened,  if  not  altogether  destroyed.  Even  as  late  as  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  we  hear  of  the  romantic  revival  of  a  ceremony 
that  at  one  time  had  meant  so  much  in  the  life  of  Ulster.  John  O' Hart 
says  that  "on  May  eve,  1766,  Richard  O'Neill  was  inaugurated  in  the  old 
Rath  at  Tullaghoge,  west  of  Lough  Neagh  in  Tyrone,  by  The  O' Hagan, 
who  was  then  reduced  to  indigence. "78 

John  O'Donovan  says;  "The  site  of  the  ancient  residence  of 
o'Hagan  is  to  be  seen  on  a  gentle  eminence  a  short  distance  to  the  east 
of  the  village  of  Tullaghoge.  It  is  a  large  circular  encampment,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  deep  trenches  and  earthen  work.  Within  these  stood  the 
residence  of  O'Hagan,  the  rechtaire  or  Lawgiver  of  Tullaghoge,  and 
here  also  was  placed  the  stone  on  which  O'Neill  was  made,  till  it  was 
destroyed.  According  to  the  tradition  of  the  country  O' Hagan  inaugurated 
O'Neill  by  putting  on  his  golden  slipper  or  sandal  and  hence  the  sandal 
always  appears  in  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  O'Hagans.  The  Lord 
Deputy  Mountjoy  remained  here  for  some  time  in  1602  and  broke  in 
pieces  the  stone  on  which  O'Neill  was  made,  but  it  is  said  that  pieces 
of  it  were  to  be  seen  in  the  orchard  belonging  to  the  glebe  house  till  the 
year  1776,  when  the  last  fragment  of  it  was  carried  away. "79  The  Rev. 
C.  P.  Meehan,  writing  in  1868,  says:  "The  O'Hagans  are  still  to  be 
found  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tullaghoge,  where  they  were  once,  as  the 
bards  sang,  ‘Strong  chief  rulers  -  lords  of  fair  avenues';  and  with  the 
traditional  reverence  of  the  old  Celtic  race  for  the  burial-place  of  their 
fathers  they  to  this  day  inter  in  the  ancient  cemetery  of  Donaghrisk."80 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  family  of  O'Hagan,  the  Lawgiver,  kept 
up  its  connection  with  the  law  long  after  the  times  of  which  we  are 
speaking.  The  first  Baron  O' Hagan  of  Tullaghoge,  died  in  1885.  This 
distinguished  jurist,  who  took  his  title  from  the  ancestral  seat  of  his 
family,  was  twice  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.81 

Besides  their  duties  as  Hereditary  Brehons,  the  O'Hagans  were 
also  associated  with  the  O'Quinns  as  Hereditary  Chief  Stewards  to 
O'Neill.  According  to  The  Book  of  Clandeboy,  O' Hagan  received  only 
one -third  of  the  income  from  this  office,  while  two-thirds  went  to 
o'Quinn,  ostensibly  because  the  O'Quinns  were  said  to  have  been  better 
represented  than  were  the  O'Hagans  at  the  Battle  of  the  Red  Spears  in 
1241,  when  the  MacLoughlins  were  finally  defeated.  Such  an  explanation, 
however,  may  have  been  concocted  long  after  the  battle  to  account  for  a 
difference  concerning  which  the  real  reason  had  been  forgotten  before 
The  Book  of  Clandeboy  was  written. 

The  O'Quinns  were  another  of  the  four  septs,  including  the 
O'Devlins,  which  Sir  Toby  Caulfield  classifies  as  "horsemen".  On  a 
map  prepared  by  Philip  MacDermott  for  Owen  Connelan's  edition  of 
The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  the  O'Quinns  are  shown  as  owning  land 
In  Londonderry,  north  of  the  O  Devlin  country,  and  likewise  a  tract  in 
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nt^sUntr^jkl  tftifcl  9iit  an*  nJrfT  .Hf^uSjuUn  ,aaw^  Hatl^aS  •<«  Janlnn* 
env  IJInw'O  ailind^  iffi  <t3i<ori)ln  MMtrtlnn  en  b«lny>D9t  tii^^isaoi 
H  III  tSWI  ffi  Jn  aiifi:^H*0  dilJ  lo  joo  5fd  Ui O  «■  bslnru^nal 

Bpi  b»hn»  ,19V 9*od  .nolhnnyjs^rl  aiifPi  4ioUled9i  eid  lo  i[B9Y  teioDsa  ddJ 

9iU  omia  b-!«<inl9^i|fc^ti3  notjatwioi  a  eiu/na^d  aaoi 

fl»9d  bad  ^trtJibiJoa  r*Mo  inviilni  oril  nt  bo*  ^malata  aaO  9rfJ  lo  woiib 
io  eibbhn  9fii3  an  oJai  on  nov-tri'  .boyoiia^  lodld^lln  ion  li '  Jboaaslnow 
'  '^msioo  M  V>  iBvftot  oimnittoT  sdi  Jo  mod  aw  ,xio>fl90  dJnoalHils  adl 
nnH'O  ftrto^  .lob^UJ  lo  alxl  aril  ol  itoutfi  oa  i^aanm  bnd  amii  sflo  is  isuU 
^  bio  iMll  rti  bolwtujanni  asw  ll'raM'O  bindalH  ,d®Vf  ,,9V9  yfiH  no®  fadi  a^na 

adT  td  .witf  rtl  rifiKjJ  lo  lasw  H  dJnH 

ol  baoobai  nodi  anw  odw 


lo  oonoliiaai  3o»loAa  adJ  lo  sJIa  adT*’  ratna  nxvonoa'O  iidol 
iMd  oHy  01  aoftiilaxb  noda  a  aDico/MfDs'siiiios  a  oo  oaee  9d  ol  8l  onanH  u 
-TOO  ^Msmqoiaofio  idooiio  al  .95011  asIluT  lo  ^asiibr  ^iii  k) 

^4^7^  9d}  boon  oaodi  nisifiW  -^How  riedlTB9  baa  aodDoaii  q99b  xd  baboiioi^ 

i :  boa  .ojod^tlfuT  lo  lavl^wjul  vo  9<ti  ,iifi5aK  O  lo  aonobJaor 

asw  Ji  Uil  «9b£in  asw  IJj9W^O  rtoidw  no  naola  ^  booniq  anw  oain  oioa 
baimanonA/  iib5bH*0  ^Inwoo  «It  lo  ooilibibtl  ^ris  os  ^Hno^oA  .bavoila^ 
Ubnna  91U  aoned  bnn  Isbana  10  i-^qqile  a obio^  aid  no  ^atHoq  IIIaM'O 
bioj  9dT  .ana^Bli'O  aril  lo  a^hsoti  iAhomm  aiti  nl  aiB^qqfi’aifBwln  , 
^  .  aJ  sioid  boB  Sbdl  nJ  axnlJ  wooa  tcA  yieri  basrismat  tollnooM 

eaoalq  Indi  blaa  al  if  iini  ,abjMn  a«*  UiaH'O  rioMw  no  ahoia  adl  asoalq 
^  9(ii  UtS  aaiiod  odal^  aril  ol  ytt^fsoM  bindoto  aril  ni  naan  dd  oJ  aiaw  II  lo 
.vaH  ailT  babiiao  asw  ft  lo  ifiaccgnii  laal  aril  nad^  ,drri  mat 

'*"^7  ol  IliJS  aiB  Efis^nM'O  ariT”  al  yiiliiw  .nfiriaall  .0 

^  '  orii  an  ,aooo  aiew  xodJ  aiadw  ^e^oanalXoT  lo  boodiodrisjan  aril  ni  bniiol 
9d1  rfllw  ban  /aaonavn  ilrt  lo  abiol  -  aiaim  lairto  yioil3*  ,5008  nbind 
liaril  lo  aonIq-Uimd  aril  lol  aafii  aJllaO  bio  adl  H)  aanmavai  innolllbnil 
08".naliri^'i€vCI  lo  YJofamao  fnatons  "idl  ni  raitu  x^b'^EJdl  ol  ^adl  aiadlid 
iqai  ,iavi8wnJ  aril  ^nnn&H'O  lo'^Ibanl  aiil,^lBd1  aion  ol  ^nllsaialAi  al  H 
am  aw  rtOlriw  lb  eamll  aril  laSln  '^fiol  w*l  ^  riJlw  ftoHadonoo  ell  qi# 
aJdT  .3881  ni  baib  .a^od^niluT  lo  itBir.H'O  noisfl  teiH  arit  .yiljUaqi 
nJrf  lo  man  iBiieadcm  moil  allH  aid  nool  odw  badaiu^nilnib 

mm  t^jinnlail  k>  lollaoacriO  bioJ  aolwl  snw  ^x^lmnl 

^In  ^ 

-  aiaw  ^nngi^ii^O  aril^.anodaifl  aalHib  iloril  aabiaafl 

^  ol  abinw^jg  laMO  x^nJlbaiaH  an  annri/P'O  aril  rtliw  balnJaotan  oaln 

vino  bavlaoai  fin^f.K'O  .yodabnnlO  lo  i|oofl  aifT  ol  nnlbroaoA  •lllaM  ^ 
*  01  inaw  atnidl-owl  alraw  ,  .>3iVio  al^U  moii  amooni  artl  lo  bildl**  W 

laixad  aa<W  avrnri  ol  bine  aiaw  BonluOX)  aril  aaonoad  y  I di enalno ;',/uiiii9*0 
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Al  amaqS  beH  adl  lo  alilna  aril  In  annanH'O  adl  an  aw  nndl  balnaaanqan 
^llnoniqxa  An  rion2  .balnalab  ylliaiil  anaw  aoild^oJanM  adl  nadw  ,IKX 
n'^tol  loooaan  ol  alllnd  aril  laftn  yu^I  balOoono^  naod  avnd  ynoi  ^navawod 
aiolad  aal^nnol'xiaad  bnri  ooanaii  inai  adl  dblil*  yiiniaoaoo  aonan alllb 

.nalUnw  rjew  yodafannlO  lo  dopfl  adT 

Vy  I  ^ 

♦  .  ^ 

■  aril  yUtmlhal  ^.BKfad  tool  aril  lo  ladloii*  aiaw  enniuP'O  adT 

n  oO  ,  ’iiamaenori"  an  aaHlaEnia^blallUinO  fdoT  nl8  doidw  ,aniivaCI  v 

lo  ooiilba  a'ftnlanpoD  nawO  lol  IJoranaGanM  qlliiWl  ^d  jUlnqaiq  qn® 

biu.(  ^mwQ  an  rrwoda  ann  arniJiiP'O  adl  .anaianM  ni»ll  elnnflA 

nl  lannl  a  aalwajill  ban  ,vnlfft^a  nUvaQ^O  aAj  lb  nhion  ,tntabnobncHl  ni 


60 


southern  Tyrone.  According  to  The  Book  of  Clandeboy.  an  ancestor  of 
the  O^Quinns,  known  by  the  engaging  cognomen  of  "the  Sprightly", 
received  from  Murkertac  mac  Erca,  in  the  sixth  century,  for  himself 
and  his  descendants  the  privilege  of  being  interred  in  cemeteries 
reserved  for  High-kings  of  Ireland.  This  special  right  was  allegedly  a 
mark  of  distinction  accorded  by  Murkertac  for  assistance  rendered  to 
him  in  one  of  his  campaigns. 

0*Neill  was  Inaugurated  on  a  stone  in  the  same  manner  as  were 
the  high-kings,  in  ancient  times,  on  the  "stone  of  destiny"  at  Tara. 

When  Kenneth  MacAlpin,  a  Milesian  Irish  king,  and  ancestor  of  the 
0*Devlins  through  his  daughter,82  established  the  Celtic  dynasty  in 
Scotland  during  the  ninth  century,  he  continued  this  ancient  Irish  custom. 
He  and  his  successors  were  inaugurated  on  the  famous  stone  at  Scone. 
This  stone  was  afterwards  carried  to  London  by  Edward  I,  where  it  can 
be  seen  under  the  coronation  chair  in  Westminster  Abbey.  The  acts  of 
Edward  I,  and  of  the  Lord  Deputy  Mount  joy  when  he  broke  the  stone  on 
which  O^Neill  was  inaugurated,  were  both  intended  to  symbolize  the 
downfall  of  the  native  dynasties  and  the  dominion  of  the  English  monarchs 
as  their  successors. 

The  inauguration  of  O^Neill  must  have  made  an  imposing  pageant, 
accompanied  as  it  was  by  the  music  of  harps,  the  display  of  banners 
and  the  cheers  of  the  assembled  clansmen.  The  Chief  stood  before  the 
stone  chair  of  state,  the  laws  were  read  to  him  by  the  Brehon,  the  oath 
administered,  the  bell  of  St.  Pi.trick  was  rung,  and  the  churches  blessing 
given.  (In  1455  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  head  of  the"  church  in  Ireland, 
officiated  at  this  ceremony.)  It  was  the  office  of  O^Cahan/  as  a  token  of 
prosperity  and  good  luck,  "to  cast  the  shoe  over  O'Neill."  which  appar¬ 
ently  refers  to  the  act  of  throwing  away  the  discarded  shoe  when  the 
ceremonial  slipper  was  put  on  by  O^Hagan.83  Bestowing  the  white  wand 
was  the  hereditary  office  of  another  sept.  This  straight  white  wand  was 
supposed  to  typify  the  pure  and  even  justice  that  the  ruler  must  admin¬ 
ister.  According  to  tradition,  as  we  have  seen,  O'Devlin  was  the  Sword- 
bearer;  o'Hagan  and  O' Quinn  were  Chief  Stewards;  MacDonnell  was 
High-constable  of  Ulster;  oHDonnelly  was  Marshal;  MacWard  was 
Historian;  while  MacNamee  and  O  Gnive  (Agnew)  were  Poets. 34  The 
foregoing,  and  the  heads  of  other  leading  septs,  may  have  been  assigned 
some  parts  in  the  inau^ration  of  O'Neill,  but  if  they  were,  no  details  of 
such  participation  have  come  down  to  us. 

Similar  titles  and  honorary  functions  to  those  above  described 
were  common  in  mediaeval  courts  throughout  Europe.  A  Connaught 
ruler  had  not  only  a  hereditary  physician,  master  of  the  horse,  standard- 
bearer,  brehon,  and  professor  in  history  and  poetry,  but  even  a  heredi¬ 
tary  keeper  of  the  bees.  The  last  title  indicates  the  essentially  rural 
character  of  Irish  culture  during  the  clan  days,  when  the  Brehon  Law 
carefully  specified  "what  fine  was  to  be  paid  in  the  case  of  one  person's 
cat  stealing  milk  from  another  person's  house,  what  fine  in  the  case  of 
one  woman's  bees  stinging  another  woman,  a  careful  distinction  being 
preserved  in  the  case  in  which  the  sting  did  or  did  not  draw  blood!" 85 
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91SW  S£  isnasta  amaa  adl  at  anojte  r  no  b]»l£^£r^£nl  asw  fUsH*Q  ^ 

.staT  la  Jo  Mioia*  sdi  no  ,aMatJ  insJonaai  .eyili-d^td  adl 

»dJ  lo  TOiasooA  bfia  .jjaW  d«/il  aelaslIM'a  .aiqlAo^W  ril9nn5a  nsdW 
ni  Yiaan^b  oiJfaO  sitl  badaiid£ia9  ^(Tsids^ab  aid  d^i/oidt  anlIv9Q*0^ 
.moiauo  dsiil  )/i9i9Aa  aMl  bttunJinob  sri  tiMria  adi  bniiljl&oB 

•9iiooS^lji  anals  adi  n&  baasio^afli  e'taw  aios&aooaa  aid  bna  sH 

ftfiO  Ji  aiadw  »l  b%stwh3  ruytyaoJ  oi  Hj^awialU  aaw  arrola  aidT 

Jo  aloa  adT  .xa<^A  lateftirnitaVii  Jii  Tiailo  fio/iano’iOD  art)  labno  naaa  ad 
iio  anoia  adi  adoid  ad  nartw  xPilRiioM  tioq9<l  bioJ  adi  bna  4  biawbS 
adJ  asiJodfnta  ol  babnalni  diod  aiaw  ,faa)«iii3j;£ai  auw  liiaH'O  doirtw 
adoxanofB  rtail^na  aiU  lo  noinJoiab  adl  bn^  aailaantb  avi^^n  adl  Jo  lialnwob  '* 

4|i^  yv^.  ^aaoaaaooaa  xladl  as  * 

tinsaacq  gniaoqml  ns  absni  avad  Hum  liiaX^Q  Jo  ooij£ii/y**ai  «dT  ^ 
naonad  Jo  ^^siqaib  art!  ,aqisd  Jo  ataiMi  art)  ^  a^w  H  as  beiflsqmooba 
adJ  dxoiad  boola  JaJriO  adT  Jiamanaio  baidmaaaa  ad)  lo  aisMlo  adJ  bas 
rtljo  adl  yiortaT^l  ait)  yd  mid  oi  bsat  axaw  aw&J  artj  ^aisla  lo  ils/io  snoia 
yiiasaid  a'dOToda  art)  Uia  asw  abH)^  ,1Z  Jo  Had  ad)  .baxaiaioimbs’  '4 
.bsalaxl  nj  rtxxi/do  'artl  ^  boad  ,d^|iaffliA  Jo  qortaiddoiA  adi  6€ill  nl)^  .navij 
Jo  naafoi  s  Iub  lo  aolJJo  sdl  psw  H  (.ynomaiao  airt)  Is  ba)sioiJJo 

-laqqs  rioirtw  **.niallO  xavo  aorie  ad)  l»so  oi’’  \douI  boo^  bos  MJixaqeoxq 
Ofi)  aadw  aorie  babiaosib  9d)rX£Ws  ^liwoxdi  Jo  los  ad)  o)  exalai 
baaw  aiWw  artj  ^iwoHa8  ^.nsyH*0  yd  no  ioq  acw  laqtjlla  Ufnomaiab 
esw  bnsw  eJilT  .jqaa  larilons  Jo  aoiJJo  ^'isiibaiad  art)  esw 

*^i)ixfil>s  loiffD  Taiiii  art!  toil)  aoiJsij^  nova  bni  axuq  ad)  yJ^qxl  ol  basoqqua 
-bxowd  ad)  esw  Qilvetl  o  ^naas  avsd  aw  as  ^itlbsii  oJ  solbxooaA  .lalai 
asw  UjOiio^sM  ;alrrewa)8  laidO  axaw  nniu0*D  bns  nss£ii*0*^;iaisad 
bxfiWosM  ;Isdoxsll  asw  yi  I  armbd^cy  ;iaiaftl  lo  aldslsnoo* ri 
adT  ^o.ejaoR  axaw  (waniA)  avia 0  0  bn’s  aomsHosll  aliriw  ;nsJiol8iH 
bsa^iaas  naad  aasd  ysm  ^aiqae  yiibsal  xarilo  Jo  ebsari  adi  bns  ,^099x0! 
atislab  ofl  .aiaw  ^ariJ  li  lad  Jo  nciiB^ti^Rni  adl  ni  eixsq  aiooB 

nwob  amoo  avsd  noilsqioiixsq  doifO 

badiiooab  aagda  aaortJ  ol  eaotfonai  yxsionod  bos  aalil)  xslimiS 
id^snnoO  A  .aqoxua  Juod^uoxd)  snsioo  isvasJbam  nJ  nommoo  axaw 
*bisbasl8  ^aexod  adl  lo  lasesm  ,fisioiBydq  yxsULaxad  's  ^Ino  Ion  bsd  laii/i 
ril^||d  s  nava  iud  ,Y^i9aq  bns  Yioicid  ni  loaaaJoxq  bos  .nodaid  ,xaisad 

artl  aalsoJbni  allil  lasl  ariT  .caad  ad)  lo  xaqaad  r*^i 
^  w’^  Oortaxfi  ad)  nartw  nslo  adl  ^ixub  aiifHao  daiiX  Jo  laiosxsiio 
e  noaiaq..ano  lo  aeso  aiU  ni  bisq  ad  ol  ssw  anil  Isdw”  baljloaqs 
lo  0^0  adj  nl  anil  Hdw  «assiofi  n'noaxaq  xadions  moil  dlim  j^isala  Isa  i^^- 
wiad  noiJoaUaib  lulaxso  s  /ismow  lartions  gniplttM  saad  8  nsmow  ano  r 
*i^’‘!booW  wsib  Ion  bib  10  bib  yilia  adl  rtairtw  nl  aasoSdl  ni  baviasaxq  ' 
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In  the  year  1540,  The  Annals  of  Ulster  relate:  "Graine  Junior, 
daughter  of  O^Higgins,  namely,  wife  of  Felim  O^Devlin,  died  this  year." 
She  was  the  daughter  of  a  chief  of  the  bardic  family  of  Higgins,  which 
like  the  O^Dalys  and  the  MacNamees^  had  representatives  at  the  courts 
of  many  Irish  rulers.  The  sept  of  O  niggins  belonged  to  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Descendants  of  Niall  and  were  originally  seated  in  West¬ 
meath;  consequently  their  last  common  ancestor  with  the  O^Devlins  was 
Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages  (died  405).  One  branch  of  this  sept  were 
poets  at  Maguire^s  court,  where  Teigue  O^Higgins  composed  the  poem 
previously  quoted. 

The  Annals  of  Loch  Ce'",  which  were  compiled  at  the  end  of  the 
sixteenth  century  for  MacDermott,  Chief  of  Moylurg,  in  Connaught, 
record  the  death  of  Domnall  Oge  0*Devlin86  in  1584,  forty-four  years 
after  the  last  entry  in  The  Annals  of  Ulster.  This  was  the  year  in 
which  Sir  John  Perrott  was  appointed  Deputy  of  Ireland  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  the  year  following  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  expedition  to 
America  (Roanoke  Island).  Oge  means  "junior",  so  that  this  may  very 
well  have  been  the  son  of  the  Domnall  O'Devlin  who  was  hanged  by  the 
Maguires  in  1540.  As  his  death  is  coupled  in  the  same  sentence  with 
that  of  a  Maguire,  it  is  possible  that  the  annalist  may  have  had  some 
such  connection  in  his  mind.  Since  the  Maguires  were  adherents  of  the 
O'Donnells,  and  the  O'Devlins  were  followers  of  the  O'Neills,  they  were 
engaged  in  the  centuries  of  intermittent  warfare  between  their  respec¬ 
tive  leaders. 

In  the  interval  between  the  last  two  entries  regarding  the  O'Devlins, 
much  had  occurred  in  which  they  must  have  been  vitally  concerned.  In 
1542  Conn  the  "Halt"  had  relinquished  the  title  of  O' Neill  and  had 
received  that  of  Earl  of  Tyrone  from  Henry  VUI.  This  change  of  titles, 
however,  did  not  affect  his  jurisdiction  in  his  own  territory,  where  he 
continued  to  rule  as  before.  In  1550  war  broke  out  between  Conn  and 
his  two  sons,  Shane  the  "Proud"  and  Matthew,  known  as  Baron  of 
Dungannon.  The  latter  was  presented  to  Conn  the  "Halt"  as  his  son  by 
Alison  Kelly,  wife  of  a  Dundalk  blacksmith,  but  since  this  was  not  done 
until  the  boy  was  sixteen,  and  after  her  husband's  death,  many  of  his 
contemporaries,  including  Shane  O'Neill,  were  convinced  that  Matthew 
was  in  reality^  the  blacksmith's  son  and  not  even  left-handedly  of  O'Neill 
lineage.  Shane  remarked  that  his  father's  love  affairs  had  been  so 
numerous,  and  his  disposition  was  so  easy-going,  that  he  would  readily 
recognize  as  his  own  any  child  represented  to  him  as  such  by  a  woman 
who  had  enjoyed  his  favor .87  The  position  of  Matthew's  famous  son, 

Hugh  O'Neill,  was  weakened  because  of  these  uncertainties  concerning 
his  father's  descent. 

In  1551-1552  the  English  invaded  Tyrone,  but  "gained  no  victory 
and  obtained  no  spoils."  In  1557  there  was  a  war  between  Shane  and 
O'Donnell.  On  Conn's  death  in  1559,  the  English  recognized  his  alleged 
son  Matthew  as  Earl  of  Tyrone,  but  his  other  son  Shane  was  inaugurated 
by  his  clansmen  at  Tullaghoge  as  O'Neill.  In  conformity  with  the  Irish 
custom,  Shane  had  been  sent  in  fosterage  with  the  O'Donnellys,  so  that 
in  after  life  he  used  their  name  as  a  cognomen.  In  1561  Shane  went  to 
England  and  appeared  at  Elizabeth's  court,  with  his  followers  and 
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t^Xv«Q  O  I^Ulo'?  lo  sttw  y^liiiiiiin  tSfliiyH  Q  lo  ididsusb 
doiilw  U>  t^}ai«l  oitn^d  adt  lo  laido  ii  \q  ^  aTrt^’fib'*  aitl-eJ8W  adC 

8^Ioo^  9HI  i«  !!97lJ«^aaaiq9i  biul  ^saefasHoiBlf  ddl^bac  ^yijdl'O  9di  sdJl 
ai^HStfoe  9jii  oi  ba^nolad  O  lo  iqaa  odT  .aiaU^i  daJiI  xnam  !o 

-jeeW  oi  bsifiafi  aiaw  baa  lijuiA  lo  ainsbiiaDaaCl  adi  lo  doAftid 

aaw  entitad'o  ad^  fUtw  lofsione  aummoo  laid  liadJ  vlinax/paanoo  ;ifl«9is 
iqaa^  fcidJ  lo  fioas-td  ‘wO  .(20f  balb)  aa^JHaoB  aniVI  adl  lo  XliUM 
0X9^  adl  boao<ptoa  Boi^H*0'W^aTjiiai1w  ,111109  Is  alaoq 
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adl  lb  baa  adl  Is  ballquioo  siaw  d!>idw  .'^Ojj^iyLSQHKAL^^ 
.Id^snnoO  al  ,srxu^Tc»M  to  laMD  .Hpin^iolMpB^KIlao  rilni^iKla 
^  liKJ^^Ylibl  ,i^<IC  nl  ^^aM'v*»Q*0  iUdrJoti  lo^/!lsab  adi  biooai 

^  «r.w  aidT  .loi^lU  to  ajaiyiA  srfT  at  ’Ci*p9  JasJ  adl  laHs 

noaop  led  bnslail  to  v^qaulSMWtotiMs  asw  lloiia^  iidol  liS  doidw 
oj  ooilibaqxa  a'd^iaUH  laiUW  ii3  yii^A^oiiol  isa^  adl  bns  «diadfisiia 
”  n^v  ^sm  sldl  Jfidl  o«  /loirtiif'^  anlam  ajO  .(basial  ailoasojl)  saltamA 
^  bajnsd  fcsw  odw  n]2yo4j*0  UenmoCt  adi  to  aoe  aril  naad  avsd  Haw 
.  .  \  aonainaa  aoisii  adl  ni  balQuoo  zJ  disab  aid  aA  .OWI  ni  aaiiti^sM 

amoa  bsd  avsd  ^sm  iailsnas  adi^lsill  aldleaoq  ai  H  .aito^lif  s  lo  Jsdl 
aril  to  ajflaiadbfi  aiaw  laiiu^sM  aril  aa/US  •baiai  aid  ni  noilaaaiioo  xioiia 
ai»w  x9dl  .aUiaW'O  adl  to  aiawoHol  aiaw  aailvaa'O  aril  tins  .aJlannoa'O 
•oaqan  liadi  W^wlad  aislicw  inalJliniaini  to  saHuinaD  aril  at  ba^yis 

"  .ciiabsal  otH 


^tlj9<X*0  adl  ^Ibis^ai  ealiloa  owl  Iasi  aril  aaawiad  isvialai;^l  nl 

nl  .barn 99009  ^Hsllv  naad  aTsd  laiua  ^a/il  dDidw  ni  baiioobo'bsd  doiia 
bsd  bns  HiaM'Q  lo  aim  adJ  baiUtopdii ai  bsd  ’  HsH"  adl  tutoO  SMI 
fSaim  lo  a^sdo  atilT  .IHV  moil  aaoix*!*  to  lis3  to  isdl  bavlaoai 

ad  aiadw  ,\[ioilnal  trmo  Bid  al  noliolbalTst  aid  la^s  loa  bib  .iswawod 
bos  naoO  naavlad  loo  adoid  isw  0061  ol  .alolad^as  aim  ol  bauniinoo 
to  mnafl  ad  owood  ,wadllsM[  bos  J^btioi^T"  adl  aosdB  ^anoa  owl  eld 
fd  nca  aid  as  ^IlsH’^  adi  onoD  oJ  balnaaa^q  asw  laIJsf  adT  .nonnsjaiifl 
anob  Ion  asw  aid!  a^nra  Isd  jUiatzdo^d  Mxibni^i  s  to  aliw  ^t^aH  noailA 
aid  Xo  xfiim  ,aisab  e^basdaud  lad  lalls  tsis  ^aalxia  »sw  ^od  adl  Utau 
watosM  Jsdl  baoalvfioa  aiaw  ansdS  goibaibni  ,8aiis’icqraalno9 

.  lUM  O  lo  Y^abAsd-llal  nova  Ion  bos  noa  a'rtlimadjsld  adJ,>[IIIsbi  al  asw 
^  ^  oa  aaiM  bsd  a^iijdls  avoJ  aSadlsl  aid  Isdl  ba^ismai  ansdS  ^a^anil 

^Ibsar  bluow  ad  Isdi  «9alo^Y<<sa  oa  asw  noiliaoqaib  aid  bns  .enoiamon 
osfflow  s  \(d  doMS  as  oxld  ol  balnaaaiqai  blldo  yos  owo  aid  as  aaln^aai 
,fi08  auomid  a'wadils!/  lo  ooillaoq'adT  l'®,iovsi  aid  bayolna  bsd  odw 


"Wi  banisqi**  urd  ,anoitT  babsvni  daliyiS  adl  £201*  1661  nl 

bns  ansdd  naawlad  isw  s  asw  aiadl  ffiCi  nX  't.alioqa  on  banisldo  bns 
y*  baiatU  aid  bastoyioVi  dtHyS  9(11^6661  ni  dl^ab  aWO  nO  .Hafluoa^O 
r^r<badsiii|p«ni  asw  aacdS  noa  -ladlD  aid  lod  ,anoi'(T  to  Iis3  as  wadHsk  ooa 
adl  rtliw  xiimiolnoo  nl  JiiaidVji  as  a^odbiHoT  Is  nam&flsl9'ald  x<l 
Isdi  oa  (8x118000^^  adl  diJw  a^sialaol  di  insa  naad  bstd  9n£ti8  ^molaoo 
ol  taaw  ttosdb  1061  nl  .naraonifoo  s  as  amsn  liadJ  baeu  .ad  alii  lalls  nl 
bas  aiawoliol  aid  dUw  ,111100  a'diadsailfl  Is  baisaqqs  bns  bnslanS 
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gallowglasses  in  Irish  costume.  With  their  loose,  wide -sleeved,  saffron- 
colored  tunics  and  short,  shaggy  mantles  thrown  across  their  shoulders, 
their  hair  long  and  curling  and  clipped  short  above  the  eyes,  the  gallow¬ 
glasses  created  as  much  of  a  sensation  among  the  English  courtiers  as 
if  they  had  come  from  the  wilds  of  America.  In  spite  of  his  outwardly 
cordial  relations  with  the  queen  during  his  stay  in  England,  on  his 
return  to  Tyrone  Shane  resumed  his  wars  with  the  English  and  later 
with  O^DonnelU  by  whom  he  was  crushlngiy  defeated  in  1567.  In  that 
year  he  took  refuge  with  MacDonnell  in  Antrim,  where  he  was  killed  in 
a  quarrel  at  a  banquet.  His  severed  head  was  taken  to  Dublin  and 
Impaled  on  the  battlements  of  Dublin  Castle.  There  is  evidence  for  the 
belief  that  the  O* Devlins  were  especially  devoted  to  Shane  Neill,  and 
that  they  regarded  his  descendants  as  the  rightful  claimants  to  the  head¬ 
ship  of  the  clan,  rather  than  Hugh  Neill,  whom  they  appear  to  have 
supported  with  at  least  mental  reservations  during  his  war  with  the 
English.  In  his  childhood  Hugh  Neill  had  been  fostered  by  the  Hagans 
and  the  O^Quinns,  and  it  was  to  members  of  these  septs  that  he  showed 
especial  favor  in  after  years,  a  favor  that  may  very  well  have  aroused 
the  jealousy  of  their  neighbors  the  0*Devlins.88 

After  Shane's  death  the  aged  Turlough  Luineach  was  elected 
O'Neill,  but  the  English  recognized  Brian,  son  of  Matthew,  as  Earl  of 
Tyrone,  and,  on  his  death,  Hugh,  another  son  of  Matthew,  first  as  Baron 
of  Dungannon,  and  later  as  Earl  of  Tyrone.  Hugh  O'Neill  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  that  Ireland  has  produced.  Born  about  1550,  he 
spent  much  of  his  boyhood  in  England,  where  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
observing  the  advantages  of  unified  nationalism.  He  saw  that  to  gain 
what  appears  to  have  been  his  objective,  the  creation  of  an  Irish  nation, 
it  would  be  necessary  first  to  effect  an  understanding  with  his  hereditary 
rivals  in  Ulster,  the  O'Donnells,  and  afterwards  to  secure  the  aid  of 
some  foreign  power  against  the  English.  By  a  matrimonial  alliance  he 
obtained  the  backing  of  the  young  Clan  Conall  prince.  Red  Hugh  O'Donnell, 
and  later  received  promises  of  help  from  the  Spanish  king,  Philip  in. 

In  1587  Red  Hugh  O'Donnell,  who  had  married  Hugh  O'Neill's 
sister,  was  treacherously  seized  by  the  English  and  imprisoned  in 
Dublin  Castle.  There  he  remained  until  1591  when,  with  his  fellow 
prisoner  Art,  son  of  Shane  O'Neill,  he  escaped  from  the  castle  in  the 
dead  of  winter.  After  suffering  great  hardships,  in  the  course  of  which 
Art  was  frozen  to  death,  Hugh  succeeded  in  reaching  the  stronghold  of 
the  Wicklow  chief,  O' Byrne,  where  he  was  given  a  hearty  welcome.  On 
learning  of  his  brother-in-law's  escape,  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  sent  him  an 
urgent  message,  pressing  him  to  come  to  Tyrone  before  rejoining  his 
family  in  Tyrconnell.  According  to  tradition,89  one  of  Hugh  O'Neill's 
messengers  on  this  occasion  was  an  O' Devlin,  who  seems  to  have  been 
attracted  by  the  Wicklow  country,  or  by  one  of  its  women,  since  later 
having  to  leave  Tyrone,  as  the  story  goes  because  of  persecutions 
•  resulting  from  fidelity  to  his  chief,  he  repaired  to  Glenealy,  near 
Wicklow,  under  the  protection  of  O' Byrne  of  Ballicksinnan,  and  became 
the  ancestor  of  that  Wicklow  branch  of  the  Devlins  who,  in  after  years, 
were  prominent  in  the  Nationalist  cause  during  the  Rebellions  of  1798 
and  1803.  Another  tradition  among  the  Wicklow  Devlins  relates  that 
they  came  to  Wicklow  with  some  troops  of  Hugh  O'Neill  in  1598,  to  aid 


>(vf^a*9blw  ,9epod[  lUiW  .Aoxuiaoa  rislil  ni  a^iiaftiywoilA^ 
^ztMaod^  liaril  a-'^oioi  nwPKdi  adiliujn  ,iioda  boa  ^iaui  baiobK). : 

-vroHaj  Bfii  ♦s^t^  «voiJi8  ^torta  baqqilo  br.8  ^ruliiip  bna  '^l  liatf  i/»fU 
za  3001118  mxtiaanss  «  lo  dDucs  ea  b5ifi9io  s^aafi!)  pr, 

i<lbi0wico  diri  to  oltqa  nl  .«>liiKaMo  ahliw  o#tJ  raoil  oaxoo  bftit  W  1 
Bid  np  «bafi^(3fha^Bi  ^sta  aM  ^nifiub  nasup  o/ii  diba  aao^Ufin  Uibieo 
iSf^filTluu  rieti^nS  oiU  dxiw  ai8W  aid  bAicuaai  snfidS  aoci^T  oi  niuiai 
SdS  rcl  Sddt  al  bViaelab  saw  «d  laodw  *lian<ioq*0  rfJiw  , 

ai  bsliid  9d  aiortw  ^HinA'ai  diiw  ^yplaT  ?toot  sd  laotf  » 

bfljs  ci^di'C  oi  aajl^i  sivw  basri  Kt9Y5«  afH  Jduptftad  J  Ja  laiiujp  & 
adi  lol  aoiiabivs  ai  ai^xiT  .sliaaO  ailcUKl  lo  aJrioaiaiitad  sdi  no  bdifiqml 
boa  ,lii54d'0  9aitiS  oi  balodb  tiial^^oqaa  »iow  airiivaC'O  »di  ladl  loilad 
-bsad  siti  0$  BJnnmiMlo  luiMp'i  adi  aa  eim^iHiAoaab  aid  babi&^ei  xadi  iMdf  H 
oi  usi^pi:  inoitw  .UlaU'O  d^uH  nidi  ladlai  ,iLaio  sdi  to^qiria 

.  9di  ifiiv  Tsw  aid  ipUvib  anoliiiviaabt  laanefli  laaei  ia  diiw  boiioqquaUfcl^ 
aaa^aH'O  adi  baiaiaol  aood  bad  HiaH^O  boodbliito  aid  nl  .dailyia 
bswoda  »d  iadJ  eiqda  aasdl  to  Bioom^pa  oi  Ei£W  il  bqa  .anatoP'O  sdi  bna 
baaaoi*  ovad  11  a#  X-«n  £  «88B9>c  iT^dSii  oi  lova)  laioaqa^^^/ 

^  1(4'  ^S.aalJyaQ^  adi'^aioddfhie  ifadi  to  xBaoUta[  adi 

batoaia  aaw  doaan/aJi  dsuoiioT  odi  diaab  a'anadS  loilA 
lo  ixta  aa  (WddiJxM  to  /uUTlB  basia^ppoi  dail^a^F  edi  tod  4JtoW\> 
noiaa  A£  Jaiil  •wodiiaKt  lo  aoB  ii adtooa  <d9iiii  aid  00  ^bna  .sooixTip 

aiU  to  900  a£w  UiaH'O  d^uH  -anoiYT  to  iTfiS  njc  i9toi  bo«  ^onmi^noCI  to  ^ 
sri  ,Oddl  tooda  moH  .bao^boiq  aad  bnAlbil  JEdi  oaos  aictodiamai  iaoca 
lo  ^liixaiioqqo  adi  bad  ad  atadw  rbnaiyiS  ni  bood^od  aid  to  dooia  toaqa 
alft)  os  Utdi  waa  oH  joaiianoiijui  bailtoif  to  ao^ptJtifivbfi  ads  ^laiaado  , 
«iioii0/i  daHl  08  to  ooitoaio  adi  .svltostcto  aid  naad  »vcd  oi  .{‘laaqqa  todwi^fcjB 
tiaiibrzsd  aid  lUiw  ^aibasfaisiina  na  o)  tail!  y^aaaosrt  ad  bluow  it 
to  bla  adJ  allots  OJ  abiainalU  boa  ,8ilafiiK><X'0  adl  .lanlU  ni'dlarii  "" 
ad  aofiaUia  laJnociliiaflr  a  yd  .daildoS  adl  iania^a  lawoq  nflarol  aoioa  t' 
JIannoO'Q  d^H  ball  ^a^oiiq  lianoO  naiO  ^iwof  otiJ  to  ^nidoad  adl  bsniaSdo 
JU  qliidH  ,3rxii  dainaqa  adl  isoil  qiad  lo  eaeimoiq  baviaoai  loial  fina  ^ 

<1  L 

a'liiaK^O  dfi/U  baiaxan  lusd  cMiw  JiaaaoQ^O  d^aK  ban  Ttdi  nl 
ai  baooaiiqai  baa  d^sii^S  adi  fd  baalaa  Yiauoiadaasii  b£W  ,ial3la 
wollal  am  dam  /lartw^mt  Uaw  CMJMmm  od  snadT  .ailaaO  nilduC  |p| 
adi  Ai  ailaito’  adl  moil 'baqaaoa  ad  anarit  to  noa  ,liA'x9Aoaiiq  M 

doldar  lo  aaiu03  ad)  Ai  ,aqidabiad  toai^  yiiidlloa  tadA  .laloiw  lo  baab  rtslit 
lo  blod^noiia  adl  ^cldofiai  ai'babaaooaa  ityuU  ^toab  oi  naao*il  aaw  iiA 
nO  .aAOdiaw  yiiaad  a  navij  aaw  ad  dtadw  ,siixvQ*0  ^latdo  woidolW  adl 
oa  mid  )oaa  aooiyT  to  tta3  art)  ^aqaaaa  aV£i>ai**xaii)o’id  aid  lo  ^niniaei 
aid  ^Aiaiotax  axotod  afioiqT  ol  acaoo  ol  mid  ^Maaiq  (a^aBaam  iaa3iii 
a’lJiaH^O  d^uH  to  ano  ^^^ijibai)  oi  jfaiinoooA  .liamfooiYT  t^imal 
oaad  avad  01  axaaaa  odw  ^lvaG*0  na  eaw  noiaaooo  aidi  no  ^l93^^aa6al 
.  i«lal  aoflja  ynadrow  all  to  ano  ^  to  ,y;T)nifoo  woldolW  adl  v;d  batoaiHa 
8fl€>ilooaaTaq  to  aaaaoad  aao)  ytoIs  adl  aa  ,aooT^T  ^va^i  ol  ^nivad 
^..r  tsaa  ^{laeA^P  ol  bariaqai  ad  .laiito  aid  ol  TflilabU  moil  snilloaai  ^ 
aiofioad  boa  .0«jinisdMliaB  to  aniyfl *0  lo^'fioiioaloiq  edJ  labfu/  ,wold9iW  , 
rS^fOt  ni  fOdw  finilvaO.  adl  to  doaaid  wobbiW  ladi  lo  lolaaona  adl  .  , 
fo  anoiilodaH  adi  3011  ub  aatiaa  lailanoiliBH  adl  ni^inaflimoiq  aiaar  ' 
jj  iftdi  aalala)  antlvaG  wolitolW  adi  snoma  noilibari  xodlonA  .6081  bna 
bia  ol  ,8041  ai  liiaM'O  d^i/H  to  aqtx>Tl  amoa  rtlhr  woIdoiW  ol  acoao  ^adJ  '  *  ^ 


'f 
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O^Byrne  In  his  war  with  the  English.90  Members  of  this  force  are 
known  to  have  settled  permanently  in  Wicklow,  and  there  may  very  well 
have  been  some  O^Devlins  among  them.  The  two  traditions  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  Wicklow  Devlins  are  by  no  means  incompatible,  and  they 
both  agree  that  the  Devlins  first  appeared  in  that  county  during  the 
last  decade  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

In  1595  warfare  broke  out  between  the  English  and  the  northern 
chiefs,  0*Neill  and  O^DonneU.  In  a  book  of  this  nature  it  would  hardly 
appear  necessary  to  relate  in  detail  the  history  of  the  Nine  Years  War, 
in  whose  varying  changes  of  fortune  the  O^Devlins  shared.  Some  of 
them  must  have  been  with  Nellies  forces  when  he  won  the  victory  at 
the  Yellow  Ford,  near  the  southern  shores  of  Lough  Neagh  and  not  far 
from  the  O^Devlins'  territory.  Although  the  greater  part  of  Nellies 
army  fought  in  linen  tunics,  using  spears,  javelins  and  axes  against 
their  adversaries'  armor  and  firearms,  this  is  said  to  have  been  the  . 
greatest  disaster  to  English  arms  since  the  Norman  Invasion  of  Ireland 
four  centuries  earlier.  Like  the  Gaelic  clans  of  Scotland,  the  Irish  in 
this  battle  are  described  as  advancing  in  their  victorious  charge  to  the 
martial  strains  of  the  bagpipe. 

In  addition  to  his  qualities  as  a  statesman,  Hugh  O'Neill  possessed 
military  ability  of  a  high  order.  Henry  IV  of  France,  an  expert  in  such 
matters,  ranked  him  as  third  among  the  generals  of  his  time.  O'Neill's 
cause  was  hopeless  from  the  beginning,  however,  fighting  as  he  did  with 
a  divided  nation  against  the  power  that  held  the  sea.  Failing  adequate 
assistance  from  Spain,  his  final  defeat  at  Kinsale  in  1601  was  inevitable. 
For  two  years  after  this  battle  he  held  out  in  the  woods  and  mountains 
of  Ulster,  conducting  a  guerrilla  war,  but  was  finally  compelled  to  make 
his  submission  in -1603.  He  had  been  preceded  in  this  action  by  other 
chiefs  of  the  Clan  Owen,  O'Pevlin  having  received  his  pardon  in  1601, 
and  o' Hagan  in  1602.91 

During  the  guerrilla  war  in  Ulster  the  O'Devlin  country  suffered 
heavily,  not  so  much  in  battle,  apparently,  as  from  the  famine  that 
ensued  in  Tyrone  after  the  destruction  of  crops  by  the  enemy.  As  early 
as  1600  the  English  repeatedly  crossed  Lough  Neagh  in  boats  and 
ravaged  the  country  on  its  west  bank  up  to  the  environs  of  Dungannon. 

In  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Deputy  Mountjoy  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council 
in  England,  written  after  the  devastation  in  Ulster  during  1602,  it  is 
stated:  "O' Hagan  protested  unto  us  that  between  Tullaghoge  and  Toome 
there  lay  unburied  a  thousand  dead."  A  line  drawn  from  Tullaghoge  to 
Toome  passes  directly  through  the  O' Devlin  territory.  This  frightful 
devastation  in  Munterevlin  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  presence  of 
Hugh  O'Neill  at  that  time  in  a  stronghold  either  within  or  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  O' Devlin  country,  since  the  earl  is  said  to  have  estab¬ 
lished  his  headquarters  in  a  "glen  environed  with  woods,  bogs  and  waters, 
forming  an  Inaccessible  fastness,  and  situated  apparently  in  the  southern 
part  of  Derry,  towards  the  borders  of  Tyrone  and  Lough  Neagh.  "92 

Although  it  is  apparent  that  the  O'Devlins  were  participants  in  the 
Nine  Years  War,  or  there  would  have  been  no  need  for  the  chief  and  his 
followers  to  receive  a  pardon  from  the  English,  the  fact  that  a  sept  which 


7  K  ^ .  A'  ^  ^ 

lo  0€.f{3iiyia  sili  .utm  'lam  aid  nl  ea^^'O 

«aw  Yaifl  ^apofjIaiW  <a  ^iMenamia^  bsUtea  svad  oi  nwooi 

aili  o^  aa  anolUbaii  owl  atfT  -.mart!  ^oma  wili^aG'O  amoa  nasd  avad 
fadi  bna  ,«idilac?ajoo«l  «ib^  or  aniivaG  ^IdalW  wil  )o  fUjI^ 

Mil  yax70lb  ^ia&oo  t^i  at  laiil  sAiiv^a'O  axil  ijidi  sai^a  rtx>d 

.0  ^  ^  ’ t  it  ,  .^fuilato  iliii96:b(4a  axil  lo  abj;:>fll>  laal 

'V.^J  “  'j  ’  *4 

n-xaiinoa  sdl'bita  licdl^nS  adl  xisowiad  loo  aiiiliaw  dfiCi  itl 

Yibiail  bloow  II  aiaiaa  aJcU  \o  iuod  a  nl  ,liaflnog'0  bna  IlJaK^Q  ,a!sliio 
.laW^aiaaY  aniW  art!  1o  ^oiald  adi  Uaiab  ni  aiaioi  oi  rifiMaoaa^iaaqqa 
lo  smofi  tl^aiada  aj^xlvajOl'O  adl  ^nHo^  lo  a3snaci>  yii^fur?  aaoifw  ci 
PI  tJa  vioJaH  adJ  xiow  ad  i'lsdw  aaoiul  g^Uia^*Q  itiiw  n:>ad  avari  Jaom  madi 
«n  Tdi  loahoa  fl:^aX  Baaoda  inafiUKJa  Mil  laan  woUeY  siW 

HjwJ  lalaaij  !Mli^ri^^McwillA  •it'ioiinol  'anilaad'O  adl  moil 
jtalanii  aaiia  aa#iaya{  ^diaa^ia  ^iiui  •aotxiul  aaaii  nl  ixisool  ^mia 
Ml  naad  STad  oi  biaa  aiioidl  «aroifioni)  b«ia  lomia  'saiiaaiayba  lieill 
iMuXaai  lo  xioiaavol  nainioH  mU  aonla  daiiiinSL  04  ^$]p.£^lb  iaal£9i:| 

nl  da^a  wil  .baalio^fi  lo  auaaio  Mil  oXiJ  •i^iliaa' saii^Jaao  mol 

odi  ol  d^ano  aooHolalv  tladl  ai  sni'^iiavDa  aa  badiioaob  oia  dlllad  aliO 

'  ^oqxq^ad  odi  lo  aalaila  lailiaai 


baaaoasoq  iileVl'O  it^H  ,fiaasaalaJa  a  aa  a^liliaop  aid  ol  noilibba  nl 
rlDoa  ni  liaqxs  os  .aonai'i  lo  VI  t’lxrtH  .lobic  xfyrt  a  lo  ^llUda  ^alilitn 
^  a*liloK^Q  •Mail  eld  lo  alaioflas  adl  :^omJi  biidl  aa mid  bsiiun  ,Bi9llaa 
dliw  bib  od  aa  ^nUd^ll  ^lavowod  odi  moil  eeoioqod  saw  oauso 

alavpoha  ^oHiaV  •aoo  odi  blad  ladi  tawoq  adl  bmia^  xioiiM  bobhrib  a 
•aldaiiidol  aaw  I&d£  nl  oisanili  la  la^lnb  ianil  aid  «nia<|B  looii  donalaisaa 
.  stniamaoca  bjia  aboow  adl  ni  loo  bind  ad  aiilad  aidl  laHa  aiaox  owl  lo^i 
aMani  oi  baHoqmoo  yilan.d  saw  Itid  ,iaw  ailfiTOiis  a  ;|itlr>iibnoo  ^lalalU  lo 
jI  lodio  x<>  floll3£  aifll  ni  baboooiq  oaod  bad  aK  .eObl  nl  aoiselmdas  aid 
t  *•  *  fObl  ni  fiobinq  a^ri  baviaoai  snlyad  nilv»q*Q  *i«awO  nalO  adi  lo  alaldn 

te.gOblninaaaH^Obna 
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had  been  so  intimately  related  by  fosterage  with  the  O'Neills  in  the 
previous  generation  had  none  of  its  members  as  leaders,  either  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Yellow  Ford  or  at  Kinsale,93  as  were  their  neighbors  the 
O'Hagans,  the  O'Quinns  and  the  O'Donnellys,  might  indicate  that  their 
relations  with  Hugh  O'Neill  were  not  of  the  best  at  this  time.  Another 
sign  of  a  lack  of  devotion  to  his  cause  may  be  seen  in  the  date  of  The 
O'Devlin's  pardon,  which  preceded  that  of  The  O' Hagan  by  a  year  and 
that  of  Hugh  O'Neill  by  two.  Moreover  after  the  Flight  of  the  Earls, 
o'Devlin  appears  as  a  member  of  the  Grand  Jury  set  up  by  the  English 
and  later  is  granted  two  townlands  on  lease  in  the  Ulster  Plantation. 

We  know  that  many  of  the  Clan  Owen  regarded  Hugh  O'Neill  as  an 
usurper,  not  even  an  O'Neill  by  blood,  who  had  deprived  Shane  O'Neill's 
descendants  of  their  rightful  claim  to  headship  of  the  clan.  Since  it  was 
to  these  opponents  of  the  earl  that  the  English  showed  especial  consid¬ 
eration  after  the  Earl  of  Tyrone's  downfall,  it  appears  likely  that  the 
O'Devlins,  or  at  any  rate  their  chief  and  his  immediate  kinsmen, 
belonged  to  this  faction. 

At  first  Hugh  O'Neill  and  Rory  O'Donnell,  the  new  Chief  of  the 
Clan  Conall,  were  treated  with  leniency.  The  former  was  confirmed  in 
his  title  Earl  of  Tyrone,  and  Rory  O'Donnell  was  created  Earl  of 
Tyrconnell.  As  late  as  1605,  the  Lord  Deputy  Mount] oy  said  of  O'Cahan. 
one  of  the  principal  subsidiary  chiefs  of  the  Clan  Owen:  "O'Kane  must 
and  shall  be  under  O'Neill.  The  peace  of  the  North  dependeth  on  my 
Lord  Tyrone."  But  as  a  result  of  mutual  suspicions  between  the  English 
authorities  and  the  earls  the  latter,  fearful  of  plots  against  their  lives 
or  freedom,  resolved  to  escape  from  Ireland.  The  English  chose  to 
Interpret  the  Flight  of  the  Earls  in  1607  as  a  manifest  confession  of 
rebellious  intentions  on  their  part.  The  two  earls  were  declared 
traitors,  their  titles  were  forfeited,  and  not  only  their  own  estates,  but 
also  those  of  their  clansmen,  were  confiscated  by  the  English  Crown. 
Settlers  were  brought  from  England  and  Scotland  to  occupy  the  forfeited 
territory,  which  constituted  the  Ulster  Plantation  of  James  I.  Thus  the 
O'Devlins  were  deprived  of  their  hereditary  property  of  Munterevlin  at 
the  time  when  the  English  were  establishing  their  first  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  (at  Jamestown,  Virginia,  1607)  in  a  country  where  so  many  of  the 
family  later  sought  refuge  from  conditions  prevailing  in  Ireland. 

The  earls  found  shelter  and  support  in  Rome,  where  as  champions 
of  the  Catholic  religion  they  were  received  with  honors  by  the  Pope  and 
granted  pensions.  Both  earls  died  in  Rome,  and  were  buried  in  the 
Church  of  San  Pietro  in  Montorio  on  the  Janiculan  Hill,  where  their 
tombs  may  still  be  seen.94 

Referring  to  the  origin  of  Tyrone's  Insurrection,  John  O'Hart 
says:  95  "According  to  the  popular  belief,  the  Banshee  or  Guardian 
Spirit  of  the  House  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  night  after  night  in 
-  the  Castle  of  Dungannon,  upbraided  Hugh  O'Neill  for  having  accepted  the 
Earldom  of  Tyrone  bestowed  on  him  by  Queen  Elizabeth  ...  Hence  the 
Earl  did  afterwards  assume  the  name  of  O'Neill,  and  therewith  he  was 
so  elated  that  he  would  often  boast  that  he  would  rather  be  O'Neill  of 
Ulster  than  King  of  Spain." 
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In  early  times  the  possession  of  a  banshee  (i.e.  "woman  from  the 
fairy  hills" 96)  was  a  distinction  confined  to  families  of  royal  origin  and 
of  the  pure  Milesian  blood,  probably  because  of  a  belief  in  pagan  days 
that  such  families  were  descendants  of  gods  or  demigods  who  had 
formed  earthly  unions  with  their  ancestors  and  were  thus  in  closer  touch 
with  the  other  world.  At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  however, 
some  of  the  Anglo-Irish  families,  such  as  the  Fitzgeralds,  who,  although 
they  could  lay  no  claims  to  gods  in  their  ancestry  had  become  "more 
Irish  than  the  Irish  themselves",  as  the  English  complained,  were  also 
supposed  to  possess  family  banshees. 97 

The  principal  interest  of  this  tale  about  the  O* Neill  banshee  lies 
in  its  revelation  of  the  enormous  stretches  of  time  which  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  that  age  encompassed.  Their  hereditary  genealogists  reckoned 
the  descent  of  Milesian  kings  and  chiefs  by  milleniums  rather  than  by 
centuries.  John  O^Donovan  says:98  "There  are  still  extant  several 
poems  addressed  to  Turlough  Luineach  ["predecessor  of  Hugh  O^NeilQas 
O* Neill  inciting  him  to  shake  off  the  English  yoke  and  become  monarch 
like  his  ancestors  Niall  Frasach  [Niall  of  the  Showers,  eighth  centurj^, 
Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages  [fourth  centurj^ ,  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles 
[second  century]  and  Tuathal  Teachtmhar  (first  century],  whose  lineal 
heir  he  is  stated  to  be,  and  whose  example  he  is  encouraged  to  follow." 
Families  of  foreign  extraction  were  regarded  as  mushroom  growths  by 
the  Milesians.  It  is  said  that  Hugh  O^Neill  (who  appears  personally  to 
have  entertained  no  doubts  concerning  the  validity  of  his  descent  from 
the  royal  stock)  on  being  told  that  the  Welsh  family  of  Barrett  had 
occupied  Castlemone  for  four  hundred  years,  remarked  of  the  owner  that 
"he  hated  the  clown  as  if  he  had  come  but  yesterday. "99  Seldom  in  the 
course  of  history  has  such  lofty  pride  suffered  so  great  a  fall.  At  the 
time  of  his  overthrow,  Q^Neill  was  supposed  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
spirit  that  had  guarded  the  destinies  of  the  Progeny  of  Conn  from  the 
days  of  an  ancestor  who  had  died  nearly  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago.  The  event  proved  that  the  banshee^s  exhortations  were  extremely 
Ill-advised,  since  the  earl^s  revolt  resulted  in  the  ruin  not  only  of  the 
Progeny  of  Conn,  but  of  the  whole  Milesian  race,  which  for  several  cen¬ 
turies  after  this  time  suffered  an  almost  total  eclipse  both  economically 
and  politically. 

In  The  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  under  the  date  September, 
1608,  is  the  report  of  the  Lord  Deputy,  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  ancestor 
of  the  Marquesses  of  Donegal.  Concerning  the  lands  of  the  Clan  Owen, 
he  says:  "The  great  sept  of  this  County  is  come  to  the  King  by  the 
attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  and  his  sept,  as  the  office  doth  appear. 

The  chief  septs  of  this  county  are  the  Neales  [O^ Neills],  and  under 
them  the  O^Donnoles  [O* Donnellys],  O^Hagganes  [O^Hagans],  O^Quynes 
[p^Quinn^,  0*Delvynes  [O^ Devlins],  O^Corres  [O^Corrs],  the  Clan- 
donnells  [MacDonnells],  the  Melans  [O^Mellons],  and  other  septs,  which 
are  warlike  people  and  many  in  number  and  must  be  provided  for  or 
over- mastered,  without  which  they  will  not  be  ruled  nor  removed." 

This  is  a  sample  of  the  seventeenth  century  anglicization  of  Irish  sur¬ 
names  that  has  produced  the  present  variety  of  forms  in  English. 
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Of  the  septs  mentioned  in  Chichester^s  report,  the  0*Neills  were 
the  principal  landowners  throughout  the  territories  over  which  they 
ruled  directly.  The  locations  of  the  O'Devlins,  O^Hagans,  O^Donnellys 
and  O'Quinns  have  already  been  given.  The  MacDonnells  were  an 
Antrim  sept  of  Scotch  origin,  but  since  they  were  gallowglasses,  or 
professional  soldiers,  in  the  employ  of  the  O'Neills,  there  were  natu¬ 
rally  some  of  them  in  the  Earl  of  Tyrone's  territory.  In  fact  John 
O'Donovan  states  that  they  were  assigned  as  headquarters  the  townland 
of  Knockinclohy,  which  lies  in  the  parish  of  Pomeroy,  barony  of 
Dungannon. 100  The  land  of  the  O'Corrs,  a  surname  often  anglicized  as 
Carr  or  Kerr,  lay  around  Lissan,  between  Munterevlin  and  Dungannon. 
According  to  John  O'Donovan,  Lissan  is  the  English  form  of  Lios  Aine 
or  Aine's  Fort  and  was  named  for  the  banshee  from  whom  the  O'Corrs 
are  supposed  to  be  descended.  Whenever  one  of  them  died  she  bewailed 
his  death  in  the  wild  glen  of  Alt  na  Sion  (Vale  of  Storms),  adjacent  to 
this  fort.  The  keen,  or  funeral  wail,  of  the  Irish  peasantry  is  said  to  be 
an  imitation  of  the  banshee's  cry,  which  was  supposedly  expressed  in  a 
cadence  that  has  been  preserved  in  modern  musical  symbols. 101  (The 
o' Devlins,  like  their  immediate  neighbors  the  O'Corrs  and  the  O'Neills, 
were  also  probably  accompanied  by  a  banshee,  without  whose  attentions 
a  sept  of  their  lineage  and  position  could  hardly  have  maintained  its 
proper  standing  in  the  community,  but  if  they  had  one,  no  reports  as  to 
her  identity  or  activities  have  come  down  to  us.)  The  land  of  the 
o' Mellons  was  in  Donaghmore  parish,  about  two  miles  west  of  Dun¬ 
gannon.  They  were  at  one  time  custodians  of  the  Bell  of  St.  Patrick,  a 
sacred  relic  known  as  "The  Bell  of  the  Will,  or  Testament. "102  Their 
most  famous  descendant  was  probably  Andrew  Mellon,  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  and  founder  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  in 
Washington.  All  the  above  mentioned  septs  appear  on  a  map  prepared 
by  Philip  MacDermott  for  Owen  Connelan's  edition  of  The  Annals  of  the 
Four  Masters.  Besides  the  locations  given  above,  some  of  these  septs 
had  branches  owning  property  in  other  parts  of  the  Clan  Owen  territory, 
but  according  to  the  information  so  far  available  the  O'Devlin  holdings 
seem  to  have  been  concentrated  in  Munterevlin. 

With  the  exception  of  the  MacDonnells,  all  the  septs  spoken  of  in 
Chichester's  report  were  more  or  less  distantly  related  to  the  O'Devlins 
and,  like  them,  belonged  apparently  to  the  lesser  nobility.  The  upper 
grade  of  nobility  under  O'Neill  were  the  semi -autonomous  uriaghts  who 
composed  his  council  of  state.  In  1394  the  only  member  of  this  council 
who  was  of  Clan  Owen  descent  was  O'Cahan.  The  other  members  at 
that  date  were  O' Hanlon  (Clan  Colla),  MacMahon  (Clan  Colla),  Mac- 
Murray  (Connachta),  Magennis  (Ulidian),  MacDonnell  and  MacCabe;  the 
last  two  being  Scottish  gallowglass  chiefs  who  maintained  apparently 
spurious  claims  to  a  Clan  Colla  lineage.! 03 

In  The  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  is  also  the  following 
report  by  Sir  Toby  Caulfield,  who  was  granted  the  former  land  of  the 
O'Donnellys,  west  of  Dungannon:  "Collection  of  Tyrone's  rents  from 
his  flight  in  1607  till  November  1610.  First:  There  was  no  certain 
portion  of  lands  let  by  the  traitor  Tyrone  to  any  of  his  tenants  that  paid 
him  rent.  Secondly:  Such  rents  as  he  reserved  were  paid  to  him  partly 
in  money  and  partly  in  provisions  of  victuals  such  as  oats,  oatmeal. 
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butter,  hogs  and  mutton.  Thirdly:  The  money  rents  that  were  so 
reserved  were  chargeable  on  all  cows  that  were  milch  or  in  calf  which 
grazed  on  his  lands,  after  the  rate  of  twelve  pence  a  quarter  the  year, 
which  cows  were  to  be  numbered  twice  in  the  year  by  Tyrone^ s  officers, 
viz:  at  May  and  Hallowtide;  and  so  the  rents  were  levied  and  taken  up 
at  the  said  rate  for  all  cows  that  were  so  numbered  except  only  the 
heads  and  principal  men  of  the  creatsl04  ^ho  in  regard  to  their  enabling 
to  live  better  than  the  common  multitude  under  them,  whom  they  cause 
willingly  to  pay  the  said  rents,  were  usually  allowed  a  fourth  part  of  the 
whole  rents,  which  rise  to  three  hundred  pounds  Irish  by  the  year,  or 
thereabouts,  which  they  detained  in  their  own  hands  by  direction  from 
the  Lord  Deputy  and  so  were  never  received;  and  for  the  butter  and 
other  victualling  provisions  they  were  only  only  paid  by  such  as  they 
termed  horsemen,  called  Quynnes  [O^Quinns],  Hangans  [O^Hagans^j, 
Conelands  GO^Connelan^  ,105  and  Devlins  [O^Devlin^,  which  was  rather 
at  the  discretion  of  the  giver,  who  strove  who  should  give  most  to  gain 
Tyrone^s  favor,  than  for  any  due  claim  he  had  to  demand  the  same." 

QWe  have  less  information  about  the  O^Connelans,  a  sept  of  northern 
Tyrone  in  or  adjacent  to  the  Sperrin  Mountains,  than  we  possess  of  the 
other  septs  who  are  classed  as  "horsemen".  Rather  than  the  O^Conne Ians, 
we  should  expect  to  find  the  better  known  O^Donnellys  and  Mellons 
included  in  this  category,  but  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  this  report 
Caulfield  may  have  had  some  particular  relations  with  the  O^Connelans 
that  brought  them  to  his  mind  in  this  connection] 

Caulfield* s  report  is  of  interest  for  several  reasons.  He  gives 
the  modern  spelling  of  the  surname,  Devlin.  This  is  rare  in  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century,  the  usual  anglicized  form  at  that  time  being  0*Develin, 
or  some  other  three -syllable  variant,  using  both  the  O*  and  a  middle 
vowel.  It  was  apparently  Caulfield* s  purpose  to  establish  as  close  a 
connection  as  possible  between  the  attainted  earl  and  the  septs  in  his 
territory,  in  order  to  justify  the  confiscation  of  their  land,  which  is 
probably  the  reason  for  his  reference  to  their  rivalry  with  each  other 
in  gaining  Tyrone* s  favor.  Since  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone 
affected  his  own  land  only,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  establish  sepa¬ 
rate  evidence  of  rebellious  activities  in  the  case  of  the  other  septs. 

That  those  who  were  known  as  "horsemen"  paid  no  rent  to  Tyrone,  but 
simply  made  gifts  to  him  at  their  discretion,  would  indicate  to  the 
English  that  they  were  freeholders  who  held  title  to  their  lands  as  com¬ 
ponent  divisions  of  the  Clan  Owen  and  not  as  tenants  of  the  O* Neills. 

But  Caulfield  probably  misunderstood  the  nature  of  this  tribute, 
which  is  specified  in  The  Book  of  Clandeboy  as  regularly  due  from  the 
0*Devlins  to  0*Neill  in  his  official  capacity  as  head  of  the  clan.  It  was 
apparently  not  a  rent,  but  something  in  the  nature  of  a  tax  to  the  state 
as  represented  by  one  person  under  the  clan  system.  In  The  Book  of 
Clandeboy  is  the  following  (here  translated  from  the  Irish)l  "0*Neill’s 
rights  over  the  People  of  Devlin,  i.e.,  meal  for  twenty  loaves  in  the 
spring  from  every  half-quarter  of  land,  and  a  churning  of  butter  with 
each  loaf;  and  four  panniers  of  malt  in  the  spring,  or  a  barrelful  in  each 
half -quarter  of  land,  and  a  churning  of  milk  per  week;  four  pennies  of 
Easter  money  in  the  half  year,  is  the  sum  due  from  the  People  of 
Devlin." 
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.aiqaa  ladJo  ani  U>  aasa  adl  ni  ^^aliiYiiDa  at>ollIadai  lo  aanabtoa  atoi 
iud  ,aooiyT  oi  iiu#t  on  biag  “naoiaaiod"  re  imond  aiaw  odw  aaodi  todT 
adi  Oi  atoaib/ii  bluow  ^aoJiaiaalb  liadi^to  nild  01  ailis  abam  ylqiaia 
-moo  aa  1  liadi  oi  aliii  bXad  odv  aiablodaeil  aiaa  yadi  iadi  dailyiB 
•elllaK'O  adi  lo  ^jaaoai  aa  ioa  bna  nawO  ruU::)  adi  lo  anotoivib  inanoq 

.  ^  i|  ^  ^ 

latodiTii  aldl  lo  aiutoii  adi  tooiaiabfWiaJxo  ylctodoiq  blattlnaO  liifi 
adi  moil  aab  yiiaiuiai  ea  vodabnsip  lo  itoofl  adT  ni  bailioaqa  al  doldw 
ajbW  il  .nxia  sdi  lo  baad  an  IsloAfe  aid^  UiaVt^O  oi  anliiad  v 

aiaia  adl  oi  xai  u  lo  aiiiton  adl  n)  yiidiaraoa  iwd  ,insT  a  Jon  yJJnaTaqqa 
lo  iooft  adT  nl  Latoya  haId  adl.iabnu  /ioaiaq  aoo  yd  baJnaaaaqai  be 
E*ij.ian  6"  :(ftoial  ad)  mo*il  batoiaoEii  aiad)  ^^wollol  adl'al  y)dabnEJg 
adi  b1  aavjjol  yinawJ  lol  fEa/n  ,,a.P|iiHvaG  lo  aiqoa^  adl  lavo  aldyti 
diJw  laiiud  lo  yiiiruido  e  bfiE  .bnul  lo  laiiEnp-lifid  yrava  moil  yiiiq* 
^  djEa  n)  InUaiJEd  e  to  ,8niTqE  adl  nl  itom  lo  eiaiaitoq  twoI  hnE  ;1eo1  doEt 
In  aatooaq  too!  ;i(aaw  laq  diim  lo  ^Jniurto  e  baa  ,bnfii  lo  laliEwp-liEi^ 
k)  aiqoa^  adi  moil  aob  1110a  adi  al  ,iEay  Had  adl  nJ  yanooB  lateal 
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The  continued  possession  of  Munterevlin  for  six  hundred  years 
would  presuppose  a  superior  title  to  this  land  than  one  of  mere  tenancy 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  O'Neills.  In  fact  if  we  consider  the  interrelation¬ 
ship  of  the  Clan  Owen's  various  divisions  at  the  time  when  the  territory 
of  Munterevlin  was  probably  set  up,  it  is  at  least  doubtful  if  the  O'Neills’ 
ancestors  were  responsible  for  its  original  allotment  to  those  of  the 
O'Devlins.  Unless  the  title  to  Munterevlin  was  of  such  a  kind  as  to 
preclude  eviction,  it  is  probable  that  this  property  would  have  long  since 
been  seized  by  some  victor  in  an  O'Neill  feud,  against  whom  The 
o'Devlin  of  his  time  had  fought,  since  during  the  many  centuries  of 
civil  wars  in  the  Clan  Owen  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if  not  impossi¬ 
ble,  always  to  choose  the  winning  side  in  advance. 
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5Tac2  )o  aixo  oiufl  biiAl  sidS  of  ptiii  toH9(|ini  £  ascH^QuaaK}  biiiow 
-/roiifiHmsirti  aUl  iwhianoo  aw  li  Jdjs)  al  ,aUU»H'0  adl  lo  ^ii^aisata  ad)  t« 
^  dd)  nadw  amlj  arl)  Buoiaivib  aoolirt  ii'iiawO  nnJO  ptU  to  qida 

aJIJaw  O  ad)  li  li/ltouob  iBsal  to  a;  U  /|u  to«  yidcdoiq  nllvaiainidd  to 
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adT  modv  isnis^  ^osl  UiaH*0  iL&  ni  io)9iy  9caos  yd  baxiae  naad 
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CHAPTER  m 
SINCE  THE  CLAN  DAYS 


The  English  used  various  methods  in  dealing  with  the  "warlike 
people"  that  Sir  Arthur  Chichester  mentions  in  his  report.  The  more 
recalcitrant,  spoken  of  as  "swordsmen",  were  "transported  into  the 
waste  lands  of  Connaught  and  Munster,  where  they  were  dispersed  and 
not  planted  together  in  one  place. "1  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  very 
few  Devlins  now  found  in  those  provinces  may  be  descendants  of  these 
"swordsmen".  Some  of  the  Irish  chiefs  received  regrants  on  lease  of 
portions  of  their  hereditary  lands,  or  provision  was  made  for  them  from 
other  confiscated  land.  In  The  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  under 
the  date  1611,  among  the  Servitors  and  Natives  to  whom  land  was  leased 
In  the  barony  of  Dungannon,  parish  of  Dissertagh  (now  Desertcreat), 
appears  that  of  Brian  O'Develin,  described  as  "gentleman",  who  was 
assigned  the  townlands  of  Monigar  and  Knockfada,  120  acres,  at  a  rental 
of  26  shillings  yearly.  This  is  evidently  the  "chief  of  his  name",  who 
received  a  pardon  from  the  English  authorities  in  1601.  A  considerable 
number  of  native  gentlemen  were  given  such  grants,  but  most  of  them 
received  no  more  than  one  townland,  i.e.  60  acres.  That  Brian  O^Develin 
was  allotted  twice  the  average  grant  indicates  either  that  he  was  a  person 
of  some  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  authorities,  or  that  he  had  done 
I  them  some  special  service.  The  120  acres  was  arable  or  pasture  land 
only,  since  woodland  and  bog  were  thrown  in  for  good  measure,  making 
a  t^al  of  402  acres. 2  The  land  thus  leased  to  Brian  O^Develin  was  not 
tn  the  Precinct  of  Mountjoy,  where  the  hereditary  O^Devlin  property  was 
situated,  but  in  the  adjoining  Precinct  of  Dungannon;  the  reason  for  this 
change  being  the  desire  of  the  English  to  concentrate  all  Irish  grantees 
In  the  latter  precinct  in  an  attempt  to  clear  the  Irish  from  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  county,  which  were  assigned  to  foreign  settlers.  Among 
those  receiving  leases  on  land  in  the  Precinct  of  Dungannon  at  this  time 
were  old  associates  of  the  O* Devlins  such  as  the  Neills,  O* Hagans, 
O'Donnellys,  O^Quinns,  O'Corrs,  O^Mellons,  MacCawells  and  Mac- 
Donnells.  Of  sixty  names  in  these  leases,  thirty-four  received  one 
townland,  twelve  received  two  townlands,  and  fourteen  received  more 
than  two  townlands. 3 

The  Rev.  George  Hill,  in  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation 
of  Ulster,  (p.  161),  says  that  Brian  O'Develyn  was  one  of  the  twenty-four 
jurors  "with  few  exceptions  members  from  leading  families  or  septs  in 
Tyrone",  whom  the  Commissioners  of  Plantation  appointed  to  the  inquisi¬ 
tion  held  at  Dungannon  on  Aug.  23,  1609,  "to  distinguish  between  the 
crown  and  ecclesiastical  lands  in  Tyrone,  and  to  determine  the  legal 
ownership  of  the  termon  and  herenagh  lands  Q.e.  church  properties]". 

Hill  further  states:  "These  jurors  were,  in  most  instances,  the  same 
who  had  served  in  a  similar  capacity  during  the  assize  and  survey  held 
at  Dungannon  in  the  preceding  autumn  of  1608,  when,  as  Davys  afterwards 
stated  in  a  letter  to  Salisbury,  ‘the  O"  Hagans,  the  Quinns,  the  Divelins, 
and  the  rest  of  the  earths  followers,  gave  as  diligent  attention  as  they 
Were  wont  when  their  fugitive  master  was  present.'" 
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fiitv  ^lla^b  ai  ftbodldcn  2i>oiTibr  bssb  daJ1^3  cmIT  ’ 
rtom  9DT  .tioqdi  eid  ni  a/ioilnMR  loiadriDiri^jaDdiiA  tiB  ijttts  *'9lqo9q 
9d)  oini  b>^ioqiini^^  di^w  «**a^^bTow^'^  es  to  ^infi^iialiiott 

bfu  b^eisqalb  x3dj  siiNiw  boA  id^tfcniioD  lo  sbivsl  9la£W 

^sr  9di  lo  affloa  iJtfis  ^ciUitoq  ai  a  i'*.»oj:iq  aoo  sti  i9iit9^i  bdita&iq  Jon 
saad)  a.^Hfibnaaasb  ad  x<^ii  saonivoiq  aaoii^  (li  baDoliMM  dhfWsQ  wal 
Id  »aA»l  no  bavlaoai  alslfto  dtlil  arii  )o  amoB  ."aacnabiowa** 

laoTl  madt  lO)  abam  saw  aoia^^iq  lo  .abcrai  x^a^lbetarf  ilsdi  lo  eaoihoq 
labflu  ,bnsJail  ,fcTaqa<l  ala<8  lo  lebnaUO  ariT  ol  .boai  balaaailnoo  ladlo 
baaaai  acw  hn^  foodW  oi  a^viiAil  ItKU  VroinriaS  adi  aaoxsa  ,IIdl  aiJib  adi 
^  ^(ifieioiiaaaG  won)  il^KhoeaKl  )o  dattaq  ^nofinasaiiC  to  ^xioiad  aiU  ol 
saw  oiiw  f^oitmaliaas''  «a  badnoaab  «jillavaQ'0  xusiifi  to  iad5  aisaqqa 
IftlDai  A  is  ,80108  Oti  ,fibjs}i3oiiJi  boA  ifi^tooM  to  abnsiAwol  adi  ban^isai 
odw  ,’^amAa  aid  to  laido*’  adi  itlinabr^a  ei  aldT  .x^iAsy  a^lXUda  dS  to 
aldaiabianoo  A  .lObX  ai  aaiJiiod^  dall^3  adi  moit  iiobiaq  a  baviaoai 
cDtdi  to  iaom  Jud  ,etoAi)  doua  aafvl^  aiaw  flamalinas  avi^An  to  ladmufl 
oilavaO'O  flAHG  lAdT  .aaiOA  08  .a.1  .bnAinwol  aoo  oAdJ  aioio  on  bavlaon 
ooaiaq  a  aav  ad  i£di  ladiia  aalAalboi  Jhat^  ayAiavA  adJ  aolwJ  batlollA  asw 
ai»b  bad  ad  iuli  lo  ,EalllioiUiiA  adl  to  aaya  ad)  fii  aaflAliaqaxI  amoa  to 
boAi  aioimaq  lo  afdciA  asw  aaioa  OSt  adT  .aohriaa  Uioaqa  acaoa  madi 
sniAiua  «ni^e8aai  booj  lol  oi  maoiitt  aiaw  9x1  bnA  bnAlboow  aonia 
ton  AAW  aiiavaG'O  iiAiiS  o)  baaaai  aud)  bnst  adT  ^.aaiOA  S08  lo  Uto)  A 
aam  x^aqoiq  niiraG'O  yiAiibaiad  ad)  aiadw  ^yottouoM  to  )onioai^  ad)  ol 
aid)  lol  /loaAsi  adl  ;nonfl£9/ufQ  to  tonioai^X  yilntotbA  ad)  nl  )ud  4>alBxi))a 
aaaifui^  dainl  Jia  sisiiaaonoo  oi  dallyiS  ad)  lo  ailaab  ad)  yiad  a^BAdo 
;|fUii)Amai  an)  md^l  daiil  ad)  isalo  o)  )qo9))£  aa  ni  ionioaiq  laiini  ad)  ni 
^ooaiA  .aialiiaa  ngiaiol  o)  ban^laan  aiaw  daidw  ,yioiiOO  ad)  lo  etisq 
acoi)  aidi  1a  nonoA^nifQ  lo  tonioai<l  adi  ai  basl  no  aaaAal  ^Iviaoai  aeodi 
^anxyAii'O  ^alliaU  ad)  ea  daua  enilvaO'O  ad)  lo  aatoiaoaaa  bio  aiaw 
•OfM  bna  aliawaOojM  .anolIaM'O  ,aiToD*0  ,annit/P'0  ,aylIanaoC'0 
ano  baflaaai  iuol-y)iid)  ,ea8Aai  aaad)  ni  aaoiAfl  yixie  lO  .allaiinoG 
aioca  baviaoai  naa)iiiol  bna  .abaAlnwo)  ow)  haviaoai  avlaw)  ^bnalnwo) 
^jgf.  ^.abaMiiiwoi  ow)  nadl 
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Hi  a)qae  10  aailimAl-gnihAai  moil  aiadcnam  anoJiqaoxa  wal  d)iw"  aiouft 
-laiupni  ad)  o)  balnioqqA  noiiAtoAlG  to  aianotaaimmoD  ad)  modw  ,’*anoitT 
.  j  ait)  naawiad  dau/yiilaib  oi**  ,6081  ,€S  .^uA  no  nonnssni/Q  Is  blad  aoii 
l£9al  Mt)  anxmiaiab  0)  boa  ,anoiyT  ni  /ibajtl  lAoHaAiaalooa  bna  nwoiA 
.**£aai)iaqoiq  doiu/to  .o.ij  aboAl  d^anaiad  boa  noinia)  ad)  lo  qi^ianwo 
•  amAB  ad)  ,S9!>nA)aiii  iaom  ni  ,aiaw  sioiat  aaadT"  :89)A)8^i9dtiijl  IXiH 

biad  yayiiia  bcu  saiaaA  ail)  ^niiub  yilOAqAO  lAlimie  a  ni  baviaa  bad  odw 
’}:^|biAWiafiA  eyTAQ  aa  ^adw  ,8081  lo  nmt/iv£  ^nibaoaiq  ad)  ni  nomiAyiiiiG  la 
V  ^^laiKl  ad)  .anninP  adi  ,anA^H‘0  ad)*  ,yii/deiiAB  o)  i9))9l  a  ni  ba)A)a 
yad)  BA  aoiSnaUM  ina^Jlib  aa  avA^  .aiawoliol  a'liaa  ad)  lo  iaai  adi  boA 
'  ***.1098^^1  aaw  latoAOi  avDiyiii  liad)  nadw  iaow  aiav 
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At  these  inquisitions  it  was  determined  by  the  jurors  that  the 
land  of  the  outlawed  Earl  of  Tyrone  had  been  forfeited  to  the  English 
Crown.  In  return  for  their  obliging  decisions  at  least  one  third  of  the 
jurors,  including  Brian  O^Develin,  were  granted  land  on  lease  in  the 
Precinct  of  Dungannon,  which  had  been  reserved  for  natives. 

What  seems  at  first  sight  a  betrayal  of  their  former  leader  and  an 
abject  capitulation  by  the  jurors  to  English  pressure,  was  perhaps  not 
such  an  act  of  disloyalty  as  it  would  seem.  Conditions  in  the  Earl  of 
Tyrone*s  territory  were  much  more  complicated  than  they  are  made  to 
appear  in  many  histories  of  those  times,  because  of  the  intrinsic  weak¬ 
nesses  of  that  clan  system  which  even  the  commanding  personality  of 
Hugh  0*Neill  could  not  mould  to  his  purposes.  The  following  extract 
from  Hill*s  book  (p.  161)  tends  to  explain,  if  not  wholly  excuse,  the 
seemingly  callous  indifference  of  these  jurors  towards  the  fate  of 
Tyrone,  and  their  ready  compliance  with  English  desires. 

"Davys  does  not  represent  this  matter  fairly;  probably  because 
he  did  not  know  the  real  state  of  affairs  in  Tyrone.  The  persons  who 
thus  diligently  gave  him  their  aid  and  attention  as  jurors  had  never  been 
the  Earl  of  Tyrone* s  followers,  but  on  the  contrary  were  always  fiercely 
opposed  to  him,  for  in  the  late  struggle,  not  only  had  O* Neills  been  pitted 
against  each  other,  but  O* Hagans  also,  0*Quinns  and  others.  John  Leigh, 
who  was  sheriff  of  Tyrone  in  1608,  has  left  a  short  record  which  is 
preserved  among  the  Carew  Manuscripts,  and  headed  ‘A  Briefe  of  some 
things  which  I  observed  in  the  several  baronies  of  the  county  of  Tyrone*. 
From  it  we  make  the  following  extract,  explanatory  of  this  matter: 

*l  observed  that  there  are  certain  kindred  or  septs  of  the  Neales,  in 
divers  parts  of  Tyrone,  which  ever  did  and  still  do,  as  much  as  in  them 
lieth,  oppose  both  against  Tyrone  and  all  those  of  his  proper  sept  and 
party,  namely,  in  the  barony  of  Strabane,  Tyrloghe  Oge  O* Neale,  son  to 
Sir  Arthur  O* Neale,  and  all  his  followers  and  dependents,  as  well  as 
of  the  Neales  as  of  the  Quinnes,  and  likewise  of  divers  other  septs  on 
that  [the  Straban^  side  of  Slewsheese.  Also  in  the  barony  of  0*Meaghe 
COmagh]  all  that  sept  of  the  Neales  called  Sleughte  Artes,  do  deadly  hate 
Tyrone*s  sept.  And  likewise  in  the  barony  of  Clougher,  are  two  other 
distinct  septs  of  the  Neales  who  hate  Tyrone  and  his  sept;  one  of  which 
septs  are  the  sons  of  Shan  O* Neale  and  their  followers*  (See  Calendar 
of  the  Carew  Manuscripts,  6th  series,  p.  30).  On  the  foregoing  jury 
list  we  find  that  the  first  name  (Henry  McShane  O* Neale)  was  that  of 
Shane  0*Neill*s  eldest  son,  and  the  second  name  (Tirlagh  0*Neale)  that 
of  Sir  Arthur  O* Neale* s  eldest  son,  the  other  native  jurors  being  no 
doubt  the  followers  of  these  two  leaders,  and,  therefore,  friendly  to  the 
interests  of  the  English  party." 

From  these  quotations,  extracted  from  contemporary  documents, 
it  can  be  seen  that,  although  the  conduct  of  the  last  Chief  of  Munterevlln 
can  hardly  be  described  as  heroic  or  patriotic  from  a  nationalist  point 
of  view,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  clan  system  delayed  the 
emergence  of  a  feeling  for  the  national  interest,  because  its  constituent 
divisions  remained,  for  the  most  part,  incapable  of  seeing  anything 
beyond  the  immediate  environment  of  hereditary  hates  and  jealousies. 

In  after  years,  when  the  clan  system  was  no  longer  a  hindrance  to  Irish 
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oauaoad  yidadoiq  ;xiiJfil  laijam  aid3  toaaoiqai  ton  aaob  a^rjaa?  „ 
oriw  8f^79q  8dT  .o^ixT  ai  tni^f^u  lo  ;>«)*  ixei  sdi  woni  ton  blb  9d 
BioTti(  Bi;  xtoitoftlljs  box  bifi  liadi  mid  evx)  xfloa^llib  Biidi 
tleoTaJl  ByxwlB  eiaw  yi^itoo!)  odj  no  lud  .Biawojtlol  t'anoiyX  lo  lisa  adl 
baiJJq  noad  ailiaW  u  bxd  ylno  ton  .aljjiniB  alxi  wii  ni  lol  ^Jd  oJ  boaoqqo 
tdgisJ  nriol  .a^^to  bnx  anniup'o  ,obU  lud  .lodto  do£»  Jantssn 

.  Bi  rfolriw  btaoBt  nod8  B  JlsJ  axd  ,S0»r  oi  oSoiyT  lo  lUitiU  bbw  odw, 

MOB  lo  oloilfl  A  bobfiod  bnc  ^BjqltoaonxM  vsxxO  odi  yuimd  bovioBOTq 
.  onoTyX  lo  yJnooo  odi  to  BslnoiS  ixxttBB  odi  ni  EToviMdo  1  doldw  B^Xdl 
.TWiitm  eJdl  lo  ytolxxuiqxd  .toxilx#  jn/wollol  adl  sjijun  ow  11  moi^ 
ai  tBBJatM  Bill  lo  BiqsB  to  boiboid  aistiso  fix  bib/U  Jxrtl  bovTBBdo  I* 
modi  ot  BB  itosws  BB  ^b  lllla  bcLB  bib  tbvb  tioltiw  ,9no7yT  lo  clisq  Biovib 
biiB  Jq9B  TB^Tq  Bid  lo  »Bodl  IIb  buB  sfloTyT  dtod  oBoqqo 

01  aoB  ,9Lb9«>0  9^0  BitjoiTyT  ,9nBdB7)3  lo  yooTBd  9d}  ni  .vIsmBn  ,yltBq 

BB  UbW  BB  .BJnsbn^qsb  box  BTdWOiiDl  Bid  IIb  bftB  ,9iB9H^  *iu/inA  1I8 
ao  i9dlo  8T9vib  k>  OBiwsiii  baa  ,B9nnii/p  adilo  bb  bWboH  9dl  lo 
sfitBBMX)  lo  ytio-iBd  adi  ni  otUA  .sBoadawsiS  lo  abia  [^dcilE  adi]  Jxdl 
aiBd  ylbB9b  ob  ^alrA  balUo  aalxaK  adi  lo  iqia  UdJ  Ub  (dsBinOl 

ladto  owj  aiB  ^lad^iO  In  yoorad  adl  ni  aaiwa^iiii  bnA  .Jqaa  B^anoiyX  ^ 
doldw  lo  ano  ^iqaa  aid  boa  anoiyT  aiBd  odw  BaiaaM  adl  lo  alqae  ionitoJb  ’  7^. 
TBbnaiiO  9^  'bibwoUdI  liadl  boa  alaeW'O  nfidS  lo  anoa  odi  aia  tlq»8  i. 
r*»l  ^^iotatol  adl  oO  .(Ot  ,q  ^aaliaa  did  .alq/Toaiynald  waiaD  adl  lo  «> 
lo  iBdj  (alaaMt)  anaddoM  ymsH)  aaxBiTlBimTrj ISu  tSV  aw  IbH '  ^ 
ladi  (alaoR^  dtaiiiT)  aoBu  bnooaB  sdi  bna  ,noa  laablo  a^UiaK^O  anaild 
on  yiJad  BTOT«t  -radio  adi  laabia  a'aiaaVl'O  uiiUtA  tIB  lo 

adl  01  yibfiani  .aoulaTadi  fbna  ^laba^  owl  a«9dl  lo  aiawollol  adl  Mnob" 
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political  development,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Devlins  furnished  adher¬ 
ents  to  the  nationalist  cause  in  practically  all  Irish  wars  and  rebellions. 

The  ex-chief  of  the  People  of  Devlin  did  not  long  remain  in  pos¬ 
session  of  his  leased  land,  since  four  years  later,  in  1615,  this  lease 
was  purchased  from  him  and  his  son,  Brian  O^Develin,  Junior,  by  Dame 
Margerie  Roe.4  The  sale  of  land  does  not  necessarily  indicate  a  decline 
in  wealth,  since  land  can  be  sold  for  a  profit,  but  for  one  whose  prin¬ 
cipal  assets,  and  those  of  his  ancestors  before  him,  had  always  been  in 
land,  livestock  and  crops,  such  a  sale  of  landed  property  may  have  been 
the  result  of  straitened  circumstances.  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  suggests 
that  a  conspiracy  among  the  Irish  in  1615  to  make  one  of  the  sons  of 
Hugh  O* Neill  chief  of  the  clan,  and  perhaps  to  do  away  with  the  Ulster 
Plantation,  may  have  had  some  connection  with  this  sale. 

As  we  have  seen,  when  Andrew  Stewart,  Lord  Ochiltree,  was 
granted  Munterevlin  in  1610,  he  built  a  castle  around  which  grew  the 
town  of  Stewartstown.  Later  the  Stewarts  abandoned  Castlestewart, 
whose  ruins  can  still  be  seen,  and  established  themselves  at  Stewart 
Hall,  north  of  Stewartstown,  which  is  now  the  seat  of  the  Earls  Castle 
Stewart,  descendants  of  the  original  planter. 5  Such  are  the  vicissitudes 
of  fortune  in  a  country  like  Ireland  that  has  been  for  so  many  centuries 
the  prey  of  foreign  invaders.  The  Devlins  are  now,  for  the  most  part, 
small  landowners,  tenant  farmers,  laborers  or  fishermen,  in  the 
country  where  for  some  six  centuries  they  were  the  leading  family  and, 
instead  of  The  O^Devlin,  a  nobleman  of  Scotch  descent,  the  seventh  Earl 
Castle  Stewart,  is  the  representative  of  wealth  and  of  social  distinction 
in  that  area.  It  is  interesting  to  consider  that  after  the  original  occu¬ 
pation  of  Munterevlin  by  the  ancestors  of  the  Devlins,  some  member 
of  the  Clan  Colla  may  have  made  similar  reflections  on  the  changes  of 
fortune  that  had  deprived  his  sept  of  land  that  had  also  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  Clan  Colla  for  an  almost  Identical  period  of  time  as 
that  which  witnessed  its  occupation  by  the  Devlins,  i.e.  six  centuries; 
and  some  Irian  noble  probably  thought  much  the  same  about  the  loss  of 
his  land  back  in  the  fourth  century,  when  all  this  territory  was  seized 
by  the  Three  Collas. 

As  previously  stated,  when  the  ancient  place-name  of  Munterevlin 
was  assigned  to  the  modern  electoral  division  in  1838,  we  find  that  most 
of  the  territory  included  in  its  boundaries  lay  on  what  appears  on  the 
map  of  1610  as  the  church  land  of  Arboe,  assigned  at  the  time  of  the 
Confiscations  to  the  Protestant  archbishops  of  Armagh,  then  represented 
by  Henry  Ussher.6  Only  two  townlands  of  the  ancient  Munterevlin,  as 
shown  on  the  map  of  1610,  are  included  in  its  modern  namesake. 
Strangely  enough  there  are  now  more  Devlins  in  the  electoral  division 
than  there  are  within  the  confines  of  their  former  territory,  the  probable 
reason  for  this  shift  of  population  being  that,  although  English  and 
Scottish  "undertakers",  such  as  the  Stewarts,  to  whom  the  confiscated 
land  was  assigned,  were  supposed  to  make  leases  to  English  or  Scotch 
tenants  only,  there  was  no  such  restriction  in  the  case  of  church  lands, 
consequently  the  latter  generally  show  at  the  present  day  a  great  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  native  Irish  in  their  population,  in  the  modern  electoral 
division  of  Munterevlin  about  95%. 7  Besides  the  cause  above  mentioned. 
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the  Lough  Neagh  fisheries  also  probably  had  considerable  attractive 
Influence  for  the  dispossessed  Irish  that  would  have  tended  to  draw  them 
towards  the  shores  of  the  lake,  where  most  of  the  electoral  division  lies. 

Brian  O'Develin  is  the  only  member  of  his  family  who  appears  on 
the  list  of  those  receiving  leases  under  the  new  system.  Having  received 
a  pardon  for  his  share  in  Tyrone* s  Insurrection,  he  probably  regarded 
the  compensation  allotted  to  him  in  the  form  of  leased  land  as  at  any 
rate  so  much  saved  from  the  general  wreck  of  his  fortunes.  What  hap¬ 
pened  to  others  of  his  name  is  a  matter  for  speculation  or  inference. 
Their  numbers  at  that  time  could  not  have  been  great;  by  comparison 
with  those  of  other  families  as  to  whom  we  have  more  information, 
probably  a  few  score  at  the  most.  There  was  at  this  time  no  general 
solidarity  even  among  members  of  the  same  sept,  consequently  some  of 
the  O* Devlins  may  not  have  shared  their  chief*  s  political  views  nor  have 
approved  of  his  conduct.  Disregarding  personal  sympathies  and  convic¬ 
tions,  it  may  well  have  been  the  policy  of  septs  located  in  a  country  so 
addicted  to  civil  wars  as  was  Tyrone  before  the  Confiscations,  to  furnish 
aid  to  both  sides  in  a  quarrel,  in  the  same  manner  that  some  Scottish 
landowning  families,  under  similar  circumstances,  tried  to  Insure  the 
retention  of  their  properties  under  all  eventualities  by  sending  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  the  camps  both  of  the  Pretenders  and  of  King  George, 
during  the  Jacobite  Wars  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Some  of  the 
O* Devlins  may  therefore  have  been  among  the  "swordsmen"  who  were 
transported  into  Connaught  and  Munster,  others  may  have  joined 
European  armies  on  the  Continent,  while  some  may  have  become  "rap- 
parees",  or  "tories",  as  the  English  called  them,  terms  applied  to  those 
Irish  who,  while  leading  an  outlaw  life  in  the  woods  and  mountains  of 
Ulster,  made  frequent  raids  on  the  lands  occupied  by  the  new  settlers, 
many  of  whom  preferred  to  abandon  their  newly  acquired  farms  rather 
than  to  live  in  constant  apprehension  of  such  attacks. 

Even  in  the  clan  days  there  seem  to  have  been  more  or  less 
marked  social  or  economic  distinctions  among  the  0*Devlins  in  Munte- 
revlin.  In  1601,  when  the  Chief  was  pardoned,  thirteen  of  the  followers 
of  his  name  included  in  the  pardon  were  described  as  "gentlemen",  six 
as  "yeomen",  and  one  as  Vicar  of  Arboe.  According  to  English  nomen¬ 
clature,  both  gentlemen  and  yeomen  would  have  been  classed  as  free¬ 
holders,  but  it  is  apparent  that  from  the  English  viewpoint  there  was  a 
division  of  some  kind  among  the  O* Devlins  between  those  of  higher  and 
lower  standing. 

In  his  Ordnance  Survey  Letters  Descriptive  of  Londonderry, 

(Sept.  27,  1834),  John  O' Donovan  has  given  some  interesting  information 
about  the  Devlins.  Writing  from  Money  more,  in  southern  Londonderry, 
he  says:  "It  is  curious  to  remark  how  the  descendants  of  the  old  chiefs 
of  every  district  are  the  most  numerous  of  the  aborigines.  The  reason 
-  for  this,  I  think,  because  all  the  plebeians  of  the  Irish  race  were  cut  off 
by  the  sword  and  famine  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  Ireland  was 
laid  waste.  The  Devlins  are  by  far  the  most  numerous  family  from  this 
to  Lough  Neagh,  where  tradition  says  their  Inheritance  lay  ..." 
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nsMfi  wjni)  oi  ^elxisi  9v»(i  bJjttom  UiU  liaM  b^et^saaoqaib  94)  lo)  9on9tiniil  r  - 

ooiaHlb  U‘toj!99l9  9iii  \q  teoai  »'2driw  .siUi  9ili  k>  asTOde  9d)  abiswo) 

oD  8i9»qq<i  oiiw  jilaal  alii  >o  nacUssm  ^ino  ni)  al  nJIovdGT)  nsiifl  4 
b9Tl999i  iitbr&H  WM  9fi)  idtofi  99a£9i  :{|0iTi999ii  »aoiii  lo  )aii  anil 
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*%i£  U  ^  bani  i>9aa9i  lo  mtoX  wfl  oi  mid  o)  b9)1oUa  aoiiMaeqmoa  »d)  <  u 
•qaii  )fi/fWy>89nolioi  aid  Xo  tienm  Ij»t9n9ji  ads  moil  bavaa  dajca  oa  »lsi 
.90A9T9M  10  aoiiAiv>Bq9  ioi..\9iJJsa  8  8i  MLaa  aid  lo  eiftfUo  o)  baisoq  ^ 
aosiiaqmqo  ^  ;)aais  ^vad  Jon  bliioa  amlJ  sadi  U  aiadmtm  xledT 

atom  orad  ow  modw  01  aa  asiiimii)  iddio  \o  ssodi  dliw 
□  (si9fl9S  on  ami)  aiiil  sa  kjbm  a^sadT  .seom  adi  la  aiooa  wal  a  ^Idadooq 
lo  acQoa  ^Isnsupaanoo  ^Iq^a  amaa  adi^  nadmam  anoma  oots  rSiiabiloa  • 
9Tsd  ion  ewdiv  laolllloq  avoids  liadi  boisda  svad  Ion  ^am  an/lvsC^O  sdl 
•oi^doo  baa  eoidiaqm^  ififloaiaq  ^ib'x^aralU  .Socdsnoo  aid  lo  bavoiqqa 
08  x^kwoo  a  ni  balaaof  sJqoa  lo  yoiioq  adi'nadd  avad  Haw  ^am  II  ,8m>ll 
daiflttfl  oi  .lyioilaoallAoD  odi  sTolad  »itOT^  aaw  aa  a*iaw  livlo  bl  bsloibba 

daHJodfi  amoa  ladi  'ranoam  amaa  adl  ni  ^^najjjb  a  fU  asbia  riiod^oi  bia  .t  . , 
9dl  divanJ  oi  bolii  ^aaonaiamiioiio  lalim^  labno  ^aoiiicQal  :^/rTWobnal 
^aiqai  9nibo9a  ^d  aadiiiaiilnsvs  Ua  istxu^aeinaqoiq  liadl  lo  noJiaalad  H 
•aaioaO  lo  boa  a'lsbaaiai^  edi  lo  dM  aqma?  adi  ol  ddviialaaa 
•di  lo  omo8  .xiolooa  fUno9ld3ia  adl  lo  aiaW  aiidooal  adi  gaitab 
•law  odw  "tiamabiowa*  adl  yioma  oead  aiad  aaolaiadi  tiun  8niWa(l\> 
banio(  aiad  ^am  aiadio  ,ialaai/M  bna  id^^annoQ  cirii  balioqanail 
-qai*"  amooad  aaaii  amoa  sUdw  ^laanllnoD  adl  no  aaimia  naaqoioa  - 
aaodi  ol  baiXqqa  amial  .madl  baIXao  daii^nX  adl  aa  /eaHot*  10  «"eaaiaq 
lo  anialniK}ca  boa  aboow  adl  nl  aUl  walioo  am  ^nibaai  siidw  dalil 
,aiaiilaa  wan  adl  yp  baiquooo  atMiai  adi  no  afain  maupail  abam  ,ialalU  .r  ' 
ladiai  aniial  baiiufKMT  ^^wan  liadl  oohnada  ol  baii^aiq  modw  lo  qaam 


.adoaila  dona  lo  noian  jdaiqqa  Inalanoo  a1  aril  oi  nadl 


ilr 


aaal  10  aiois  naaO  aaad  ol  maaa  aiadl  a^ab  fiaia  ads  oi  navX 
-alaald  oi  anXIvaC'O  adl  yioms  aooiJoniiaib  olmonoaa  10  laiooa  bailiam^ 


aiawoiiol  adl  lo  iiaaniiU  >anobiaq  aaw  laidO  adl  oadw  ,fOdX  ni  .oMaai  H-  ' 
7ja  ,'*namallD99"  badiioaab  aiaw  i^biaq  adl  ni  babuloai  aman  aid,lo  y 
-namon  dallsnl  ol  yilbioooA  .aodiA  lo  ijboIV  aa  900  bna  /’namoa^”  aa  ■ 

-aail  aa  baeaaio  naad  avad  biiiow  namoat  bna  namailna)^  died  .aiulalo  f 

a  Bfiw  aiadi  laioqwahr  daili^X  adl  moil  ladl  loaiaqqa  ai  li  Ivd  ,aiabXod  ^  ^ 

bna  iad:|Xd  lo  9^dl  aaawiad  anilaaO^  adl  snoma  bold  amoa  lo  ai^mkrtb  t  io, 

tTtiaboobfloJ  k)  aaiJqiioagftaiiiiMI^^^^Kjd^lQ  ^^d  nl  ft 

OQtusmiiSiai  sails aiaiiU  Woa  I  ^ad) 

,\(iiabiiol)aoJ  niadiuoa  ni  ,aic>fa^[aa<^  moil  ^niliiW  .oniivaQ  adl  luocXa 
8laiib  bJo  adi)o  ainabnaoeab  adl  woil  iiamai  ol  8ifOlii/o  ai  II"  la^i^  ^ 
noafiai  adT  waani^ioda  adl  lo  euoiaaiua  iaom  aitl'wxi.  toiii^b  xiaa#  lo  .  4 

Ho  lua  aiaw  ^ai  daiil  adl  lo  anaiadaiq  adi  XU  aabaoad  fdnidi  1  «8idl  lol  ^  * 
^fiW^Jb^ail  nadw  ^dlad&silX  lo  osiai  adl  ^iiab  animal  boa  biowa  adl  ya  y  .  <f 

_ _ _  ...  ..ir../T  .un*  .am.m,  ui^f  ’A  i 
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O'Donovan  does  not  discuss  the  causes  for  the  survival  of 
descendants  of  the  old  Milesian  nobility  during  the  time  when  so  many 
plebeian  families  were  wiped  out,  although  this  phenomenon  was  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  Lough  Neagh  country.  In  other  parts  of  Ireland 
also  the  surviving  Milesian  stock  is  often  found  to  be  largely  descended 
from  the  old  ruling  septs.  Perhaps  this  stock  was  naturally  more  virile, 
resourceful  and  hardy,  also  probably  better  prepared  economically  to 
withstand  famines,  certainly  on  the  whole  better  educated  and,  therefore, 
perhaps  more  capable  of  adapting  themselves  to  new  conditions  than 
were  the  plebeians.  There  was  nothing  about  the  life  of  such  a  rural 
aristocracy,  engaged  as  they  were  in  frequent  warfare,  that  would  have 
had  an  enervating  effect  on  its  members.  It  is  also  well  known  that  the 
chiefs  and  their  immediate  kinsmen  were  frequently  sustained  in  times 
of  distress  by  their  former  followers  who,  out  of  veneration  and  affec¬ 
tion,  gave  them  subsidies  to  which  they  were  no  longer  legally  entitled, 
under  the  new  order  introduced  by  the  English. 

Even  before  the  disastrous  Nine  Years  War,  life  for  the  plebeians 
was  precarious  enough  in  that  border  country  where  the  natives  were 
exposed  to  English  raids.  In  The  Spanish  Story  of  the  Armada,  p.  76, 

J.  A.  Froude  speaks  of  a  Spanish  captain,  survivor  from  one  of  the 
galleons  wrecked  on  the  Irish  coast  in  1587,  who  was  hospitably  enter¬ 
tained  at  a  castle  in  the  Maguire  country,  where  he  was  able  to  converse 
with  his  hosts  in  Latin.  At  this  time  the  English  were  making  so  many 
raids  into  Fermanagh  from  the  south  that  the  people  of  that  county,  out¬ 
side  the  castles  or  other  fortified  places,  had  been  reduced  in  numerous 
Instances  to  a  nomadic  life.  According  to  the  captain  "sheep  and  cattle 
were  their  only  form  of  property.  They  had  no  clothes  and  no  furniture. 
They  slept  on  a  bed  of  rushes,  cut  fresh  as  they  wanted  them,  wet  with 
rain  or  stiff  with  frost."  Living  as  they  did  so  close  to  a  bare  margin 
of  existence,  it  can  be  imagined  how  fatal  must  have  been  the  effects  on 
the  poorer  class  of  such  a  systematic  devastation  of  the  Lough  Neagh 
country  as  that  effected  during  the  final  years  of  the  Tyrone  Insurrection. 

It  seems  probable  that,  after  the  Confiscations,  the  majority  of 
the  O* Devlins  remained  on,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  their  hereditary  lands, 
as  small  farmers,  laborers  or  fishermen  in  the  waters  of  Lough  Neagh. 

In  the  three  centuries  that  have  elapsed  since  those  troublous  times 
they  have  provided  the  nucleus  that  has  produced  such  an  extraordinary 
growth  in  the  family^s  numbers.  Before  1610  the  O^Devlins  probably 
constituted  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  in  their  territory, 8 
but  they  have  been  increasing  steadily  and  prodigiously  during  the  last 
three  centuries.  So  spectacular  an  increase,  under  what  for  several 
centuries  must  have  been  adverse  economic  conditions,  speaks  well  for 
the  perdurable  qualities  of  the  native  Irish  stock. 

It  is  apparent  that  some  sort  of  exodus  from  Munterevlin  would 
eventually  have  become  a  necessity  for  the  Devlins,  since  if  all  the 
family  should  now  return  to  their  ancestral  land  there  would  be  little 
more  than  camping  space  available  for  them.  In  fact  the  beginnings  of 
Such  a  migration  are  evident  even  before  the  Confiscations,  since  when 
The  o’ Hagan  received  his  pardon  in  1602,  four  O’ Devlins  are  listed 
among  his  followers. 8 


yr,.! 


H  lo  livtnaa  fol  ««ftujio  sdJ  £3iid«J1>  ion  aaob  nfivoooG^i 

oe  fftfdw  «uili  »<tJ  inKub  ylJlIdoii  nstsoJill  bio  «U  lo  abt&baooa^ 
on  v4  2^  iion^oawfq  aidl  ,iiio  b^lw  iw»w  loHteiJl  iwio<teIq 

bn^WiI  lo  znsq  ladlo  ftl  .'fiJnooo  /i^vfoJ  arfi  ol  banllftoo  enxMi 

baba  993  9b  ^  oJ  beupol  ffoUo  si  iboie  A£i«»UIA^;8fll;viintia  9di  oala 

3li*iiv  tiotn  3^  3fc)Ola  aiilJ  8qiwt*x9^  latqM  jatUn  Wo  9iU  mcra 

OJ  ▼flfi^lTOoaooa  boiaqwQ  ^flcUdoiq  oala  .^bTid  ba&  Inlooinoaot 

aioUiattJ  .bus  Wodfr  ®dL1  no  xlaisttao  ,aaiiimnl  boniadllw 

ftniti  BiioJWbBOD  MTsa  ot  aavioa«9dl  iniiqiib^  lo  oldnqno  oiooi  aqndieq 
iiaoi  c  doiitt  »rti  fuodA^^Etidion  a«ro  aioifr  .annlsdolq  eitl  oiow 

dYiwl  bk«?v>  iuii  ^^xeizsw  Jnoypatl  nJ  simv  fadi  &£  bo^mo 
o(tt  iaiii  nwoflalUav  oalji  at  SI  ,ztd<SioaiD  sii  no  loatto  noiitJvinoo  ns  bsd 
'njfijrti  cii  fiJii'iiit>e*rt  oiaw  namanid  sislbaaiiHi  ^lorfl  bos  aloido 

-oal>«  bfjc  GoiiBfaaat  to  too  E*i9W)lio\  ioin*icl  xJodl  ^  aaoitelb  to 
boilitoo  tUssoI  ‘to^BOi  on  yiiw  XP^  itoirfw  oi  eotott«toa  nxaiU  ovsa  .noli 
V.  ^jf^S  ©Al  ^  b^^Dubottoi  i9bto  wan  adliolwii 


W  ansiadafq  oiU  toI  oWl  ,isW  aicoY  aniH  anoiJa^b  s<U  9Told<f  nova 

MiS  oiow  asvtiifi  aiii  aiadw  bwil  «i  xb|uona  ?4K)H*b«tq  asw 

/»♦»)  *,br  *11  ,gt^gwiiA  odi  to  ^ol3  nl  »ablST  /iaii^3  oi  booo<|xo 

9di  to  aoo  moil  lovinoa  /r^bsiigf  o  to  adsoqa  obuoi^  .A  4 

-lotno  xldsiiqaoii  asw  oiiw  ,TS«1  n\  lasoo  daHl  wli  no  beabotw  anooUsi 
saisTnoo  ol  olds  asw  od  oioilw  ,^^101100  eiiusoM  orU  nJ  ollaso  s  Is  bantsi 
fnifn  os  yiidsn  aiow  riallj^l  odi  amii  alriJ  lA  jillsJ  ni>ai«od  aid  dilw 
-too  .tlftooo  iadt  to  ti<|ooq  »dJ  Jsdi  rtlinia  odi  moil  {itsasanot  oini  aWsi 
ano^ainos  oi  booiiboi  nood  bsd  ,aaaslq  baltriiol  lodio  lo  aslJtaso  sdi  obli 
olltoa  bns  qooda**  oisiqso  odi  ol  jnlbioooA  •oUi  olbsmon  s  bi  aaonsJani 
.OTBJbniil  00  bos  aodJolo  00  bsd  ^odT  .t^oqoiq  to  miol  itodl  oiow 
dilw  low  ,ttodl  botasw  ^odl  as  riswrt  loo  ,8odaBi  to  bod  s  no  iqola  ^odT 
nioasn  t^sd  s  ol  oaoio  oa  bib  ^odi  as  jnlrm  ’’.laoil  fUlw  Uila.TO  nisi 
IK)  siDotIo  odi  nood  ovsd  lanoi  Isb^  wod  b^alssoii  od  nso  it  .sonolaixo  to 
d^oH  d^uaJ  odl  lo  nollsiasvob  oiismolaxa  s  dons  to  aaslo  loiooq  odi 
^ildoimraal  0001^^  odJ  to  axsot  IsnJl  mU  yiliob  balooUo  Isdl  as 


«i 

to  tit'»too»  od;  ^MollsositooO  odl  isHs  4sdi  sidsdoiq  aoxoss  11^ 

,abftsl  t^*.l;boi«l  fjhds  .to  vtlatolv  9dl  ni  10  .no  booismoi  anllvoQ  O  odl 
^IsoH  rf^wioJ.to  aioisw  odl  nl  fir^airaiiaii  lO  aioiodsl  ^aioinisl  Usma  as 
asm  11 2;.’<>ktooil  f^aodl  oonta  boaqslo^ovsd  Isdl  aoiininoo  ooidi  odJ  flX 
risaibiosilxo  AS  (ioui  boojiboiq  asrt  Isdi  eiiolonn  odl  bobnroiq  ovsri  ^adJ 
^fidoiq  aaUvoa’O  odl  Oiai  oaoloa  •siadfliwi  o<^  1*^  diwoil 

•,r»imol  itoiAi  ni  ajnsltdsxini  odt  to  nolJloqoiq  liana  s  ylno  boiulttanoo 
tasl  Old  yitoob  xlaooll^Mboiq  bos  ^idwiola  yiasoiDfii  nood  ovsd  Tonl  tod 
isiovoa  lol  isdw  lohnu  .oasoiooi  ns  xsinostooqa  o3  .aalmifloo  ooidi 
10)  Uow  sAaoqs  ^anbOibnoo  Dimonooo  osiovbs  nood  ovsd  laym  aolislnoa 
*  .doom  dal-a  ovllsa.odj  to  oollUsiip  oldsinbioq  odl 

.  : ’''t' u 

Wuow  aiivoiolnuM  mooi  aubbxo  to  noe  oaos  Isdl  inoisqqs  ei  U  * 
odl  lis  U  oonia  ,anilvoa,odl  lol  xll««oooa  s  omoood  ovad'^UsiUflo^ 
olJlil  od  blnow  onodi  bnsi  IsTisooos  TiortI  oJ  nxoloi  won  biitoda 
to  ajninf^sod  odi  lo^  nl  •nodi  toI  oidsilsvs  oosqa  yilqnxso  nsdl  oton* 
nodw  oanie  .anoilsoatlnoO  odl  oioiod  novo  inobWo  ois  noliST^toi  s  dooo 
boiail  01s  aflilvoQ'O  oiiol  ,£0dl  nl  itdbisq  aJd  bovloooi  ns^sH  u  odT 

^•eiowoiiol  aid  yioiiio 


The  Ulster  Plantation  put  an  end  to  the  Irish  clan  system  which, 

In  any  case,  had  become  an  anachronism  at  the  time  of  its  suppression, 
since  both  its  virtues  and  its  vices  were  those  of  an  earlier  and  more 
primitive  world;  but  it  is  the  tragedy  of  Irish  history  that  so  necessary 
a  transformation  of  its  political  structure  could  not  have  been  effected, 
as  in  Scotland,  by  gradual  and  peaceful  methods.  Irish  culture,  whose 
essence  has  been  preserved  for  posterity  in  Irish  poetry,  10  was  for 
many  centuries  after  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  manifestly  superior 
to  that  of  England  in  scholarship,  literature  and  art,  but  U  remained 
politically  immature,  and  by  the  seventeenth  century  had  lost  the  capa¬ 
bility  of  expansion  and  of  adaptation  to  world  conditions,  having  become 
frozen  in  an  antiquated  mould.  The  clan  system  had  the  disastrous 
effect  of  retarding  a  sense  of  Irish  nationality  and  was  perhaps  the 
major  cause  for  the  misfortunes  of  the  Milesian  race.  From  an  inter¬ 
national  viewpoint  the  clan  system  has  also  done  the  Irish  a  disservice 
by  providing  them  with  an  undeserved  reputation  for  exceptional  belli¬ 
cosity,  although  during  the  centuries  when  Ireland's  kings  were  waging 
wars  for  the  aggrandizement  of  their  respective  kingdoms,  their  con¬ 
temporaries  in  other  European  countries  were  engaged  in  similar 
endeavors  on  a  larger  scale,  as  witness  the  Hundred  Years  War.  between 
France  and  England,  to  take  one  of  many  examples. 

Although  the  genealogists  seem  to  have  been  actuated  by  a  desire 
to  demonstrate  the  kinship  of  the  Milesians,  in  practice  a  feeling  of 
loyalty  or  solidarity  did  not  ordinarily  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
sept  or  clan.  In  the  earlier  period  there  were  relations  between  the 
larger  groups  of  tribes  and  races  that  can  be  explained  only  by  ascrib¬ 
ing  their  descent  to  a  common  ancestor,  but  there  was  not  a  sufficient 
cohesion  among  them  to  prevent  a  continual  internecine  warfare.  Even 
within  the  clan  itself  the  same  centrifugal  forces  were  operative,  as 
was  shown  in  the  Clan  Owen  by  the  wars  between  the  MacLoughlins  and 
the  O^Neills,  as  well  as  by  the  campaigns  of  the  Tyrone  branch  of  the 
O'Neills  against  their  kinsmen,  the  O'Neills  of  Clandeboy  in  Antrim. 

At  the  time  of  the  Confiscations,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Clan  Owen's  con¬ 
stituent  septs  were  riddled  with  mutual  hatreds  and  jealousies. 

Such  conditions  explain  the  impossibility  of  effecting  any  stable 
native  combinations  against  foreign  invasions.  Although  among  the 
Milesian  clans  there  was  a  feeling  of  racial,  linguistic  and  cultural 
affinity,  an  O' Devlin  during  the  clan  days  could  have  had  little  real  sense 
of  Irish  nationality.  For  centuries  such  hereditary  enemies  as  the 
O'Donnells  and  the  Maguires  must  have  appeared  to  him  almost  as 
hateful,  if  not  so  alien,  as  the  English  themselves.  The  annalists  are 
Impartial  in  their  praise  or  blame  of  Gael  and  Englishman,  proof  that 
they  had  not  grasped  the  new  concept  of  nationalism  which  had  arisen  in 
Europe,  to  replace  the  old  ideal  of  Christian  unity  as  exemplified  by  the 
mediaeval  Papacy  and  the  Holy  Roman  Empire. 

So  effectually  has  the  feeling  for  the  clan  been  extinguished  that 
In  all  probability  the  greater  part  of  the  Devlins  at  the  present  day  have 
no  knowledge  of  their  origin,  their  history,  nor  of  the  land  where  they 
once  lived  as  a  sept.  It  has  been  about  nine  hundred  years  since  the 
period  when  surnames  were  assumed  in  Ireland.  For  the  first  two-thir- 


,flotriw  AAid  4aitl  tfii  oi  bna  lu  }0q  nr>}^«insl<t  t»laIU  ^ifT 

iti  ta^daoxiioans  ns  ^txroodd  t>sd  ^^ksa  tiu  ol 
91010  JEMU  isJlljRA  JU  lo  9%0fii  919W  A90iV  «ti  tflX  ZOiiHiV  ftj]  riX>d  99<li4 

rriififtoaaA  oa  wii  viot^frt  deiil  to  ^  m  U  fo6  ;bliow  o/bimiiq 

9Vi5rf  ion  bluo9  9i»Jaxitt8  lAoitiloq  lo  oo/tjunTotsnni  u 
9^odw  ,^T£;tU»o  if^jil  ,nbQ/if9m  bttfi  tsobfig  id  J>njsl1oo8  nl  9s 

itA  nsw  Ol^Yjfsaq  ti»HS  ni  ^iiislooq  bsviMsiq  fl5Sd  Bjut  9oa9BS9 
witwios  <fUa^ojMn  yxiqmS  osinoH  To  iUT  9d>  nr^jls  e^liuTnao  ^/liuii 
JI  lud  biur  »wiei9isi  ^IdutsLotha  al  bn^i^na  to  i£ii}  oJ 
»f<i  biM  TpriitOM)  riTn99>ln9viK!  odl  ifd  has  ,9iDfsmmi  yllfioiiiioq 
dcsooed  QiiTvAfi  tftooliibooo  tiww  ol  To  bru  nol&AAqxo  To  yitUd 

auo^3^£A)t  9ih  b^d  n^o  sdT  ^.bioott  b^lfioplJO^  n«  nl  ndj»il 

oAj  eq^isiq  ejw  hoA  {.vlAiTOTlOB  To  safiot  b  ^nibisloi  lo  TosTTb 
'loTfiJ  as  moia  .ooBt  juie^llll  o4l  To  ^9^uiS^6i9Ua  sdT  lol  seuAO  lotMO 
90iVir9i)eib  A  ifaiiJ  tiii  9cob  oais  Bad  molsya  jijdo  9di  inloqwshr  l&nolljuil 
*lJi9d  lBnoIkf9DX9  loT  aoJtMJoqei  bBv%oft&bnt/  as  tiUw  inodt  ^IbTvoiq  yd 
Saijfiw  919W  A^ofjl  B^boAi^l  osOw  ^otiuioso  Bits  ffirtvb  rt^tiodllfi  «yTiao9 
-000  liodi  ,8fSobiSnli  9nr!iooc|a9s  liodi  To  UtonaBOtbOAi:^^  oril  nol  biaw 
’iJLiiifiia  oJ  bo^Asao  9i9W  asiiimioo  oAdqoioa  ibHSo  nl  BoiiAioqinsi 
fl99Vl9d  30W  BTSMBY  bdlbooH  9d)  BBaoiT*#^  gA  ,9iJS08  19;fX£i  £  no  B  lOVAgbOO 

•asiqoiAxg  yngfio  to  900  Bdafoi  tbool^a  boj  s^anX 
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giiaob  M  yd  boiAolog  ci^od  gvsd  ol  moot  aitisoitooos  sdl  d)4iodiiA'^ 
to  inU99l  B  oollofiiq  a!  .aiiAigdllM  odt  to  qlfftnloi  edi  oiAUBAOinob  ol 
9/lJ  to  elTiiiU  gdt  booTtd  bntlxt  ylhxtftJbib  Jon  bib  filisbilot  lo  ylltyoX 
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of  that  time  their  place  In  the  Milesian  genealogical  system,  and  their 
Identity  as  a  sept  of  the  Clan  Owen,  must  have  been  always  a  part  of 
the  0*Devllns*  consciousness.  All  the  facts  of  their  daily  life,  the 
tenure  of  their  lands,  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  well  as  their  obli¬ 
gations,  such  as  subsidies  and  services  to  the  heads  of  the  sept  or  clan, 
would  be  a  perpetual  reminder  that  their  status  was  of  a  hereditary 
nature.  Moreover  there  were  the  genealogists  and  poets  whose  occupa¬ 
tions  were  largely  concerned  with  reviving  memories  of  the  past. 

In  the  course  of  the  three  hundred  years  since  their  life  as  a  sept 
terminated,  the  Devlins  have  almost  con^)letely  forgotten  their  antece¬ 
dents,  even  those  of  them  who  continue  to  reside  in  their  ancestral 
territory.  The  loss  of  their  land  must  have  been  a  tragic  experience 
for  a  proud  and  warlike  people.  After  the  Confiscations  the  sept  was 
replaced  by  a  growing  number  of  independent  families  that  had  no  tie  to 
bind  them  in  a  common  allegiance  to  an  O^Devlin  who  was  Chief  of  the 
People  of  Devlin.  Genealogies  were  neglected,  and  eventually  were  lost 
or  forgotten,  partly  because  they  no  longer  served  a  utilitarian  purpose 
In  the  hereditary  transmission  of  land,  and  also  because  the  chiefs,  with 
some  exceptions,  no  longer  had  the  means  nor  the  Incentive  to  keep 
professional  genealogists  in  their  service. 

How  long  the  title  O* Devlin  was  retained  after  the  death  of  Brian 
O^Develin  is  not  known,  perhaps  to  the  time  of  Le  Sieur  Develin,  an 
officer  in  the  Jacobite -army  in  Ireland  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  who  is  discussed  later  in  this  chapter.  As  we  have 
seen,  The  O* Hagan,  although  "reduced  to  Indigence",  pretended  to  his 
title  at  least  as  late  as  1766,  when  he  performed  the  ceremony  of  inau¬ 
guration  for  an  O'Neill  at  Tullaghoge,  but  the  Hereditary  Brehon  would 
perhaps  have  had  more  reason  to  retain  his  position  as  being  an  indis¬ 
pensable  participant  in  such  a  ceremony,  than  would  have  been  the  case 
for  other  chiefs  of  the  clan.  At  any  rate  with  the  death  of  the  last 
o'Devlin  who  had  actually  ruled  in  Munterevltn,  and  with  that  of  the 
generation  that  had  lived  under  his  administration,  the  memory  of  the 
clan  days  became  ever  fainter  and  at  length  lapsed  into  an  almost  com¬ 
plete  oblivion.  The  only  tradition  of  the  Devlins  that  has  been  handed 
down  orally  in  Tyrone  is  that  which  relates  to  their  having  been  formerly 
Sword-bearers  of  the  O'Neills,  and  this  seems  to  have  been  known  by 
only  a  few  families.  Dr.  J.  G.  Devlin,  who  was  born  in  Munterevlin, 
says  that  "the  memories  of  the  clan  ^ys  are  no  longer  extant  among 
our  people." 

Successive  revolts  during  the  seventeenth  century  were  followed 
by  renewed  spoliations,  until  finally  the  native  Irish  were  reduced  to  an 
almost  uniform  state  of  poverty.  Whether  a  hereditary  aristocracy  is 
beneficial  or  harmful  to  a  nation  may  well  be  a  matter  of  dispute,  but  it 
is  obvious  that  no  such  order  can  be  maintained  without  wealth,  and  of 
all  forms  of  wealth  the  most  enduring  has  proved  to  be  land,  of  which 
the  Milesian  nobility  had  been  deprived.  For  a  few  generations  after 
the  loss  of  their  properties  the  former  aristocracy  made  some  claims 
to  gentility,  but  their  pretensions  must  often  have  resembled  those  of 
impoverished  Polish  nobles  in  past  times  who,  while  following  the  plow, 
could  only  be  distinguished  from  their  peasant  neighbors  by  the  rusty 
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sword  at  their  side.  The  following  account  of  the  O'Cahans'  condition 
in  Cromwell's  time  would  apply  in  general  to  that  of  the  O'Devlins  and 
other  Clan  Owen  septs. 

"The  loyalist  Duchess  of  Buckingham  (married  to  the  Earl  of 
Antrim)  on  her  way  south  at  this  time  to  take  a  thousand  men  to 
strengthen  the  cause  of  Charles  ...  went  aside  at  Limavady  to  see  the 
wife  of  O'Cathain,  the  late  chieftain  of  that  country.  In  the  ruined  hall 
of  the  O'Cathain  castle  -  once  the  frequent  scene  of  light-hearted 
revelry,  but  whose  window- casements  now  were  stuffed  with  straw  - 
was  huddled  O'Cathain's  lady,  whose  beauty  and  whose  bounty  had  evoked 
sweet  tunes  from  many  harps  and  inspired  many  a  minstrel's  lay. 

Wrapt  in  an  old  blanket,  she  was  seated  on  her  hams  on  the  hearth, 
cowering  over  a  miserable  fire  of  brambles  which  she  had  laboriously 
gathered  from  the  woods." 

The  royal  sept  fared  little  better  than  the  Clan  Owen  nobility. 

Sir  Bernard  Burke  speaks  of  an  O'Neill,  a  direct  descendant  of  the 
Clandeboy  princes,  who  lodged  in  a  miserable  cabin  and  made  his  living 
as  a  huckster.  All  that  he  retained  as  reminders  of  the  vanished  glories 
of  his  house  were  a  few  scraps  of  silver  engraved  with  the  O'Neill  arms* 
and  a  pedigree  on  parchment,  tracing  his  descent  from  the  Kings  of 
AUech.ll 

Memories  of  a  former  distinction  attached  to  the  name  of  Devlin 
seem  to  have  been  better  preserved  in  that  branch  of  the  family  which 
had  left  Tyrone  in  the  last  decade  of  the  sixteenth  century  and  settled 
In  Wicklow.  In  their  own  country,  with  their  lands  confiscated  and  their 
status  that  of  an  inferior  and  persecuted  race,  talk  of  their  former  posi¬ 
tion  perhaps  became  distasteful  to  the  Devlins  not  only  as  presenting 
too  grim  a  contrast  with  actualities,  but  also  as  exposing  them  to  the 
ridicule  of  their  foreign  landlords.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Wicklow 
branch  had  left  Munterevlin  while  it  was  still  in  the  possession  of  their 
kinsmen,  and  had  consequently  not  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
debased  condition  to  which  the  former  lords  of  that  territory  had  been 
reduced. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin,  of  the  Wicklow  branch,  relates  the  following 
custom  in  his  family:  "At  the  funeral  of  the  father  of  the  family,  the 
hearse  is  to  have  six  horses.  As  a  child  1  was  once  told  about  it  and 
later  when  my  father  was  growing  old  he  mentioned  it  again.  Grand¬ 
father  and  great-grandfather  were  thus  conveyed  to  Glasnevin,  he  said, 
and  that  was  how  he  wished  to  go  ^ since  the  Devlins  were  princes  and 
six  horses  are  for  a  prince'.  I  faithfully  obeyed  my  father's  desire  and 
his  remains  were  so  conveyed  to  the  cemetery.  The  ‘Irish  Independent', 
Mar.  8,  1920,  had  a  photograph  of  the  hearse  and  six  horses  and  I  have 
preserved  a  copy." 

Funeral  customs  are  sometimes  very  ancient  in  Ireland.  The 
honors  paid  to  the  deceased  male  head  of  the  house  in  Dr.  Devlin's 
branch  of  the  family,  although  possibly  altered  in  details  to  suit  changed 
conditions,  strongly  suggest  an  origin  antedating  the  extinction  of  the 
clan  system. ^2  Actually  the  Devlins  were  not  princes,  but  such  an  idea 
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might  very  well  have  arisen  in  earlier  days  when  the  Irish  were  still 
genealogically  conscious,  as  a  result  of  an  examination  of  their  pedigree, 
which  would  show  a  remote  descent  from  the  Kings  of  Ailech.  The  last 
prince  in  their  lineage  was  the  grandfather  of  their  eponymous  ancestor, 
as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  O^Clery^s  genealogy. 

Until  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  Penal  Laws,  in  the  late  eight¬ 
eenth  and  early  nineteenth  centuries,  the  Devlins,  who  remained  pre¬ 
ponderantly  Catholic,  13  were  subjected  to  such  disabilities  that  they 
were  almost  of  necessity  compelled  to  leave  Ireland  in  order  to  rise 
above  that  unhappy  state  to  which  the  native  Irish  had  been  reduced. 
Among  other  humiliating  and  injurious  conditions,  the  Penal  Laws  pro¬ 
vided  that  no  Catholic  could  serve  as  an  officer  in  the  army,  enter  the 
legal  profession  or  teach  school.  They  were  forbidden  to  possess  fire¬ 
arms  and  their  houses  could  be  forcibly  searched  for  arms  by  justices 
of  the  peace.  Children  of  Catholics  could  not  be  sent  abroad  for  an 
education,  and  a  son  could  immediately  secure  his  inheritance  and 
reduce  his  father  to  the  status  of  a  life  tenant  by  becoming  a  Protestant. 
No  Catholic  could  lease  land  for  a  longer  period  than  thirty-one  years, 
and  if  he  inherited  property  could  be  deprived  of  it  by  the  next  Protestant 
heir,  unless  he  abjured  his  religion  within  six  months.  All  wards  in 
chancery  were  brought  up  as  Protestants  and  a  Catholic  could  not  act  as 
guardian.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  Devlins*  fidelity  to  their  religion  that,  in 
common  with  other  Milesian  Irish  families,  they  for  the  most  part 
resisted  the  temptation  to  better  their  position  by  abandoning  a  faith  to 
which  such  penalties  were  attached. 

A  striking  exception  to  the  prevalence  of  Catholicism  in  the  family 
is  found  in  the  case  of  the  earliest  Protestant  so  far  encountered  among 
them,  a  Cornelius  Develin  who  was  an  officer  in  Cromwell*  s  army  and 
a  considerable  landowner  in  Louth.  On  account  of  his  religion,  actions 
and  affiliations,  he  was  attainted  by  the  Catholic  Parliament  of  James  n, 
In  1689,  as  a  follower  of  Cromwell.  14 

Since  the  repeal  of  the  Penal  Laws  the  family  has  been  free  to 
develop  according  to  the  native  ability  of  its  individual  members.  The 
Devlins  may  be  found  in  many  parts  of  the  world  and  occupying  the  most 
diverse  positions  in  the  social  and  economic  scale.  Under  the  clan 
system  their  surname  was  undoubtedly  a  distinct  social  asset  to  its 
possessors  and  economically  indispensable  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
features  of  the  Brehon  Law  governing  land  inheritance,  but  after  the 
destruction  of  that  system  it  became  a  liability,  as  unmistakably  identi¬ 
fying  its  bearer  with  the  blood  of  the  conquered  race.  At  the  present 
day,  however,  this  surname  has  little  significance  in  itself,  either  favor¬ 
able  or  unfavorable,  the  local  consideration  in  which  it  is  held  being 
dependent  almost  entirely  on  the  individual  qualities  of  those  who  bear  it. 

•  In  Ireland,  partly  in  consequence  of  legislation  favoring  the  parti¬ 
tion  of  large  estates,  and  in  part  as  the  result  of  other  causes,  the 
general  tendency  has  been  towards  a  redistribution  of  the  soil  among  its 
original  inhabitants.  In  The  Road  Around  Ireland,  Padraic  Colum 
remarks  that  over  wide  areas  at  the  present  day,  few  surnames  can  be 
found  that  are  not  indigenous  to  the  country.  The  Devlins  are 
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conspicuously  absent  from  lists  of  landowners,  in  surveys  taken  during 
the  seventeenth  century.  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill  says:  "Vol.  Ill  of  the  Civil 
Survey  of  Ireland  (1654-1656)  contains  the  survey  of  Tyrone.  This  sur¬ 
vey  was  made  under  the  Cromwellian  commissioners  with  a  view  to  the 
confiscation  of  the  lands  of  the  Irish  Catholics  and  their  replacement  by 
the  men  of  Cromwell^ s  army.  It  gives  the  names  of  Irish  landowners 
In  1641  and  a  minute  description  of  their  lands.  I  have  looked  for  land- 
owners  of  the  o' Devlin  name  in  the  barony  of  Dungannon  and  find  none. 
They  must  have  been  dispossessed  in  the  earlier  Plantation  of  Ulster." 
Failing  records  of  land  ownership  that  would  indicate  the  distribution 
of  Devlins  in  Ireland  during  earlier  times,  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has 
examined  The  General  Valuation  of  Ireland  (1847-1864)  by  Sir  Richard 
Griffith,  the  results  of  his  research  appearing  in  Appendix  Vn  to  this 
volume.  An  examination  of  these  lists  shows  that,  by  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  the  Devlins  had  climbed  up  the  economic  ladder  and  were 
again  listed  among  Irish  landowners,  but  their  progress  up  to  that  date 
had  been  very  slow,  since  even  as  late  as  1878  no  Devlin  in  Ireland  was 
the  owner  of  land  to  the  extent  of  500  acres  or  to  the  value  of  500 

pounds. 15 

Some  Devlins  continue  to  till  the  soil  west  of  Lough  Neagh,  while 
many  make  their  living  by  fishing  in  the  lake.  Mr.  John  Devlin  says 
that,  since  about  thirty  years  ago,  the  land  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Munterevlin  has  been  purchased  from  the  landlord  and  is  now  owned  by 
the  former  tenants.  On  this  land,  and  in  its  vicinity,  there  are  so  many 
Devlins  that  in  order  to  distinguish  families  an  additional  nickname  or 
cognomen  is  added  to  th^  surname  as:  Devlin-Bans  (White)  (Mr.  John 
Devlin  says  that  they  are  hereditarily  blond  among  the  Devlin-Bans  to 
the  present  day);  Devlin-Dhu  (Black);  Devlin-Gaes  (Wee);  Devlin-Gabha 
(pronounced  Go  and  meaning  "blacksmith"  in  Irish);  Devlin-Mor  (Big); 
etc.  Mr.  John  Devlin's  family  are  known  as  the  Devlins  of  the  Old  Cross. 
The  addition  of  cognomens  in  this  manner  follows  the  old  Irish  usage, 
as  shown  in  the  annals,  and  recalls  the  Roman  system  of  nomenclature.!® 
Irish  nicknames  are  added  to  the  surname  in  Munterevlin,  but  Irish  is 
not  spoken  there  now,  although  Irish  words  occasionally  crop  out  in  the 
speech  of  the  inhabitants.  17 

Writing  of  the  modern  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Devlin  says:  "The  land  of  the  Devlins  is  certainly  well  known  to  me  for 
I  was  born  there  and  until  over  the  age  of  twenty  spent  nearly  all  my 
time  in  it.  The  land  is  extremely  flat,  bogs  abound,  fields  are  small 
and  the  people  are  poor.  Along  the  shore  of  the  lough  the  people  earn 
their  living  by  fishing  (eels  in  the  summer,  trout  and  pollan  in  the 
winter).  About  one  half  mile  inland,  or  perhaps  a  mile,  most  of  the 
inhabitants  are  farmers,  owning  small  thatched  two-roomed  or  three - 
roomed  dwellings  which  usually  abut  on  the  roadway,  and  a  few  acres  of 
land,  on  the  average  about  ten  to  twelve  acres  per  farmer.  The  crops 
■raised  are  potatoes,  corn,  to  a  less  extent  wheat,  flax,  turnips,  etc. 
Barley  I  have  never  seen  growing  in  Arboe,  though  in  County  Antrim  1 
have  seen  it  often.  The  Devlins  are  most  plentiful  in  those  townlands 
bordering  Lough  Neagh  on  its  western  side  (Kinturk,  Aneterbe’g,  Aneter- 
more,  Ardain,  Moortown,  Kinrush,  Sessiagh,  and  Farsnagh)  although 
they  have  of  course  permeated  peripherally.  Further  inland,  i.e.  towards 
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Coagh,  and  again  extending  south  and  southwest,  towards  Stewartstown, 
the  people  are  of  a  different  type,  being  Protestants  and  fairly  extensive 
farmers  who  possess  good,  well-drained,  arable  land  and  are  of  Scottish 
descent  from  the  time  of  the  Ulster  Plantation.  The  people  who  dwell  by 
and  near  the  lough  shore  are  Catholics  and  essentially  fishermen.  Some 
fishermen  may  have  a  few  fields  of  land,  but  these  they  look  upon  as  a 
side  line.  I  think  the  fisher  type  Is  hardier,  more  subtle,  more  appre¬ 
ciative  of  nature,  and  more  intellectual  than  the  people  of  Upper  Arboe, 
who  are  given  to  farming.  The  latter  are  more  industrious,  on  the  whole 
they  possess  more  of  this  world's  goods,  are  more  orthodox  in  dress 
and  customs  than  the  fisher  type."  18 

Twenty-one  methods  of  spelling  Devlin  in  Irish  have  been  dis¬ 
covered,  and  more  than  thirty  variations  in  English.  Three-syllable 
forms,  preceded  by  O',  were  usual  in  Irish,  and  also  in  the  original 
anglicized  versions  of  the  surname.  As  an  example,  O  Doibhilen  became 
O'Develin  in  English,  which  is  an  approximate  phonetic  rendition  of  one 
method  of  pronunciation  in  Irish.  Dr.  J.  G.  Devlin  says  that,  although 
they  now  spell  the  surname  in  Munterevlin  as  Devlin,  the  inhabitants 
still  pronounce  it  with  a  middle  syllable. 

During  the  seventeenth  century  three-syllable  forms  of  the  name 
prevailed,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  that  century  we  observe  a  tendency 
to  omit  the  O'.  This  prefix  continued  to  be  used  occasionally  until  late 
in  the  eighteenth  century,  the  last  instance  of  its  employment  so  far 
encountered  occurring  in  a  document  dated  1787.  During  that  century 
the  middle  vowel  was  largely  discarded  until  by  the  nineteenth  century 
Devlin  had  become  the  standard  form.  The  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe  gives 
numerous  examples  of  similar  excisions  in  his  book  on  Irish  surnames. 
Such  an  elimination  of  syllables  is  attributed  by  P.  W.  Joyce  to  a  "lazi¬ 
ness  of  speech",  but  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  believes  that,  in  this  instance, 
where  the  pronunciation  of  the  middle  vowel  is  actually  retained  in 
speech,  the  change  from  Develin  to  Devlin  was  effected  because  Develin 
might  be  pronounced  erroneously  as  Deevlin.  In  Ireland  at  the  time  of 
the  Census  of  1890,  only  about  nine  per  cent  of  the  Devlins  continued  the 
use  of  archaic  three-syllable  forms.  The  latter  appear  to  be  more  usual 
in  the  United  States  than  in  Ireland. 1 8 

Devlin  is  not  a  very  common  name  in  Ireland.  According  to  Sir 
Robert  E.  Matheson's  Special  Report  on  Surnames  in  Ireland,  in  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  a  little  more  than  4,700,000  (Census  of  1890),  there  were 
about  5000  Devlins,  including  450  who  used  variant  forms  of  the  surname, 
mostly  three -syllable.  Devlin  does  not  appear  among  the  hundred  most 
common  Irish  surnames.  Even  in  Tyrone,  the  county  where  the  largest 
number  of  Devlins  is  found,  it  is  not  among  the  fourteen  most  usual 
names  as  given  by  Matheson.  This  is  as  we  should  expect  to  find  it, 
since  the  Devlins  were  a  minor  sept,  and  in  the  clan  days  were  probably 
numbered  by  scores  rather  than  by  hundreds. 20 

Many  Devlins  have  left  Ireland  to  settle  in  the  United  States.  There 
are  also  many  that  have  been  attracted  to  Irish  cities,  but  Devlin  .was 
still  distinctively  an  Ulster  name  in  1890.  Matheson  states  that  there 
were  in  that  year  3950  Devlins  in  Ulster,  850  in  Leinster,  120  In  Munster 
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and  90  in  Connaught.  In  Ulster  Matheson  says  that  Devlin  was  most 
common  in  Tyrone,  and  after  Tyrone  in  Londonderry,  Antrim  and 
Armagh. 

Matheson* s  figures  are  of  interest  as  giving  the  general  location 
of  Devlins,  but  they  do  not  enable  us  to  locate  with  precision  the  parent 
hive  from  which  the  Devlins  in  other  parts  of  Ireland  derived  their 
origin.  Failing  records  of  land  ownership  that  would  indicate  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  Devlins  in  earlier  times,  Dr.  A.  J.  Devlin  has  made  a  study 
of  Griffith's  Valuation  (1847-1864),  which  is  given  in  Appendix  VII  to 
this  volume.  If  there  were  no  other  documentary  evidence  than  this 
record  of  landholdings,  we  could  tell  where  the  Devlins  had  their  origin. 
Of  the  891  Devlins  in  all  Ireland  who  appear  in  these  lists,  392,  or  44%, 
lived  in  Tyrone,  which  has  nearly  four  times  the  number  appearing  in 
any  other  county.  In  Tyrone,  as  we  should  expect,  it  is  those  parishes 
in  the  extreme  northeastern  section,  west  of  Lough  Neagh,  where  most 
of  the  Devlins  appear  as  landholders. 

Of  the  fifty-seven  townlands  that  were  included  in  the  ancestral 
territory  of  the  Devlins  in  the  clan  days,  according  to  the  map  of  1610, 
twenty-two  are  found  in  the  parish  of  Arboe,  fifteen  in  the  parish  of 
Donaghhenry,  twelve  in  the  parish  of  Ballyclog,  five  in  the  parish  of 
Tamlaght,  two  in  the  parish  of  Clonoe,  and  one  in  the  parish  of  Ballin- 
derry.  In  these  parishes  are  196  Devlin  landholders,  or  half  of  their 
total  in  Tyrone.  In  Arboe  alone  there  are  144  of  them,  a  third  of  all  in 
the  county.  It  is  in  the  parish  of  Arboe,  where  the  Devlins  are  so 
numerous,  and  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Ballyclog,  that  we  find  the  dis¬ 
tinguishing  cognomens  added  to  the  surname,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made. 

After  Tyrone  in  number  of  Devlin  landholders,  come  the  counties 
on  its  borders;  Armagh  with  99;  Londonderry  with  98;  Donegal  with  79; 
Antrim  59;  Down  62;  Monaghan  17;  Cavan  9  and  Fermanagh  4.  In  Tyrone 
there  are  392  Devlin  landholders  and  only  98  in  Londonderry,  which 
supports  the  view  already  expressed  that  the  principal  portion  of  the 
former  clan  territory  of  Munterevlin  lay  south  of  the  Ballinderry  River, 
as  it  appears  on  the  map  of  1610.  Confirmatory  evidence,  however,  is 
to  be  found  for  John  O* Donovan's  statement  in  his  Ordnance  Survey 
Letters  that  a  portion  of  the  ancient  Munterevlin  extended  across  the 
Ballinderry,  where  he  locates  it  in  the  parish  of  Artrea;  since  in 
Griffith's  Valuation  Artrea  is  credited  with  seventeen  Devlin  landholders, 
more  than  any  other  Londonderry  parish,  and  one  third  of  all  Devlins  in 
these  lists  for  Londonderry  are  concentrated  in  those  parishes  which 
lie  partly  in  Londonderry  and  partly  in  Tyrone,  i.e.  Ballinderry,  Artrea, 
Lissan,  Tamlaght  and  Derryloran. 

By  provinces  we  find  that  819  Devlins  in  Griffith's  lists,  or  92%, 
are  in  Ulster,  65  in  Leinster,  7  in  Connaught  and  none  in  Munster.  Of 
Leinster  counties  the  two  that  are  closest  to  Tyrone  have  the  largest 
nund^er  of  Devlin  landholders;  Louth  with  15,  and  Meath  with  12.  In  the 
county  of  Dublin,  excluding  Dublin  city,  there  are  only  8,  and  6  in  the 
city  itself^  a  surprisingly  small  number  considering  the  attraction  that 
the  nation  s  capital  ordinarily  exerts  on  people  from  aU  parts  of  a 
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country.  These  figures  accord  with  the  testimony  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Devlin's 
aunt  that  Devlin  was  a  rare  name  In  the  Dublin  of  her  time.  At  the 
present  day  this  Is  not  true,  many  Devlins  having  migrated  to  the 
metropolis  in  recent  years* 

% 

Confirmatory  evidence  that  the  Devlins  settled  in  Wicklow  in  the 
late  sixteenth  century  can  be  found  in  the  fact  that  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Leinster,  which  would  not  be  so  likely  to  receive  the  over¬ 
flow  of  Devlins  from  Tyrone  as  those  in  its  vicinity,  Wicklow,  with  nine 
Devlin  landholders,  has  more  than  twice  the  number  of  any  other  county 
In  its  area.  21 

Devlins  in  Ireland,  therefore,  are  still  most  numerous  in  those 
counties  which  border  on  Lough  Neagh.  It  may  be  that  this  lake  had 
been  for  so  long  such  a  conspicuous  feature  in  their  environment  that, 
the  family  were  reluctant  to  leave  its  neighborhood.  After  the  loss  of 
their  land  many  of  them  must  have  made  a  livelihood  by  fishing  in  its 
waters.  Mr.  John  Devlin  says  that  "there  are  a  great  number  of  fisher¬ 
men  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Neagh  along  Munterevlin.  The  great 
majority  are  named  Devlin." 

That  the  Devlins  should  not  have  penetrated  into  the  bordering 
county  of  Fermanagh  after  the  Confiscations,  where  Griffith's  lists 
show  only  four  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  may  have  been  owing 
at  first  to  the  presence  in  that  county  of  their  former  enemies,  the 
Maguires.  This  may  also  account  for  the  rarity  of  the  name  in  Con¬ 
naught,  which  lay  on  the  other  side  of  what  had  been  so  long  hostile 
territory.  After  they  had  accommodated  themselves  to  the  altered  con¬ 
ditions  produced  by  the  Ulster  Plantation,  those  Devlins  who  were  not 
attracted  to  the  cities  of  their  own  country,  or  forced  to  emigrate  to 
other  lands  on  account  of  economic  conditions,  were  probably  bound  to 
the  Lough  Neagh  vicinity  by  that  attachment  to  their  native  soil  which 
is  so  strong  a  feature  of  Irish  character.  This  attachment  is  especially 
compelling  among  those  who,  like  the  Devlins,  are  inland  people.  If 
they  had  lived  on  the  seacoast  they  would  probably  by  this  time  be  more 
widely  dispersed  in  Ireland  than  they  are.  In  his  Place-names  and 
Family-names  of  Clare  Island,  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill  demonstrates  the 
relatively  more  static  qualities  of  those  who  live  inland  as  compared 
with  those  dwelling  on  the  coast. 

Besides  the  migrations  of  Devlins  to  Irish  cities,  and  their  exodus 
to  foreign  countries,  there  is  evidence  of  two  minor  movements  of  the 
family  away  from  the  land  west  of  Lough  Neagh.  As  we  have  seen,  some 
of  the  family  apparently  emigrated  to  Glenealy,  near  Wicklow,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  founded  there  the  Wicklow  branch 
of  Devlins.  At  an  undetermined  date  after  the  clan  days,  but  not  later 
than  the  eighteenth  century,  since  the  author's  great -great-grandfather 
was' a  resident  of  Clonmany,  some  of  the  family  moved  to  that  parish  in 
the  peninsula  of  Inishowen,  county  of  Donegal,  north  of  the  city  of  London¬ 
derry.  Clonmany  is  about  fifty  miles  to  the  northwest  of  Munterevlin, 
consequently  this  migration  did  not  entail  much  of  a  journey  for  the 
pioneers  among  the  Devlins  who  started  this  settlement.  They  carried 
with  them  to  their  new  environment  the  custom  of  adding  cognomens  to 
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their  surnames,  in  the  same  manner  as  now  used  in  Munterevlin.22  No 
cause  has  yet  been  discovered  for  a  movement  of  Devlins  to  Clonmany. 
Perhaps  an  unusual  fecundity  among  a  few  chance  settlers  may  explain 
their  present  concentration  in  that  parish. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  reference  to  the  list  of  Devlin  landholders  in 
Donegal  (Appendix  VII)  that  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century  45  of  the 
79  in  that  county  were  concentrated  in  the  parish  of  Clonmany.  This 
was  territory  that  had  been  taken  from  the  Clan  Owen  in  the  thirteenth 
century  and  occupied  by  the  O^Dohertys  of  the  Clan  Conall,  under  whose 
rule  it  remained  until  the  Confiscations  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

While  they  retained  sovereignty  in  Inishowen  it  seems  unlikely  that  the 
O^Dohertys  would  have  welcomed  members  of  the  Clan  Owen  to  their 
territory,  considering  the  enmity  that  they  had  for  them  as  a  result  of 
centuries  of  warfare.  Negative  evidence  of  the  comparatively  recent 
arrival  of  Devlins  in  Clonmany  is  found  in  the  absence  of  their  name 
from  any  lists  of  Inishowen  septs  in  the  clan  days.  Of  course  when  we 
consider  that  Owen,  the  founder  of  the  clan  which  bore  his  name,  occu¬ 
pied  Inishowen  in  the  fifth  century,  and  that  this  peninsula  continued  to 
be  the  headquarters  of  his  descendants  for  many  centuries  after  his 
time,  the  Devlins  living  in  Clonmany  parish  may  be  regarded  as  having 
returned  to  their  ancestors^  earliest  habitation  in  Ulster. 

Devlins  were  extremely  scarce  in  America  during  colonial  days. 
Although  many  books  have  been  consulted,  containing  thousands  of 
names  of  Irish  immigrants  before  the  Revolution,  only  six  unquestion¬ 
able  examples  of  their  presence  here  during  that  period  have  been 
found.  The  probable  reason  for  their  scarcity  is  that  there  must  have 
been  comparatively  few  of  them  at  that  time  in  Ireland.  Even  at  the 
present  day  the  Devlins  rank  very  low  among  Milesian  families  so  far 
as  numbers  are  concerned.  The  first  member  of  the  family  in  America, 
whose  name  has  yet  been  encountered,  was  Roger  O^Develin,  who 
settled  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  1750.  He  likewise 
has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  member  of  the  family  yet  discov¬ 
ered  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  employ  the  prefix  O'  before  his 
name.  There  were  also  in  this  country  two  Devlins  from  Virginia,  one 
from  South  Carolina,  and  one  from  Pennsylvania,  who  were  soldiers  in 
the  Continental  Army  during  the  Revolution. 

Samuel  Devlin  was  a  resident  of  Plymouth,  New  Hampshire,  in 
1773.  As  a  Christian  name  Samuel  is  unmistakably  Protestant,  and 
indicates  that  this  branch  of  the  family  had  been  for  at  least  two  genera¬ 
tions  in  New  England,  and  possibly  more.  Because  of  the  general 
absence  of  Catholic  churches  and  missions  in  Colonial  America,  outside 
the  Maryland  settlements,  the  Catholic  Irish  were  ordinarily  engulfed 
In  the  sea  of  Protestantism  after  the  first  generation.  Accounts  have 
come  down  to  us  of  the  original  emigrants  muttering  prayers  and  fin¬ 
gering  the  beads  of  their  rosaries  in  the  rear  of  Protestant  churches 
during  the  services.  At  the  present  day  one  occasionally  encounters  in 
New  England  and  other  farming  communities  Protestant  families  bear¬ 
ing  Milesian  Irish  surnames,  who  have  been  lor  several  centuries 
Indistinguishable  from  their  neighbors  of  English  descent  in  any  other 
respect.23 
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Although  there  are  some  instances  of  Devlins  arriving  in  the 
United  States  between  the  Revolutionary  and  Mexican  Wars, 24  their 
main  emigration  to  this  country  dates  from  the  years  of  the  Potato 
Famine  in  Ireland  (1845-1848),  as  memorable  and  terrible  a  time  for 
the  family  as  that  of  the  Confiscations  in  the  seventeenth  century.  It  is 
said  that  during  these  years  of  famine  "probably  at  least  a  million 
persons  died  of  starvation  or  of  disease  resulting  from  it;  more  than 
that  many  had  left  the  country,  the  vast  majority  going  to  the  United 
States. "25  At  that  time  James  K.  Polk  was  president,  so  that  many 
Devlins  date  the  arrival  of  their  branch  of  the  family  in  America  from 
his  administration. 

The  Irish  who  fled  to  America  from  the  Potato  Famine  in  Ireland 
came  in  time  to  witness  the  vast  acquisition  of  territory  in  the  American 
West  as  a  result  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  to  participate  in  the  American 
Civil  War,  which  broke  out  about  a  dozen  years  after  their  arrival.  In 
this  war,  as  in  the  American  Revolution,  the  Irish  furnished  large  con¬ 
tingents  of  troops,  especially  to  the  Union  Army. 26 

It  is  said  that  three-quarters  of  the  Irish  blood  in  the  United 
States  is  to  be  found  in  the  eight  states  of  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Ohio  and  California,  in 
the  order  named.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Devlins  depart 
from  this  average;  consequently  it  is  probable  that  they  are  principally 
located  in  those  states.  City  directories  show  an  especially  large  con¬ 
centration  of  Devlins  in  the  big  cities  of  the  northeast,  such  as  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Boston.  For  unknown  reasons  Philadelphia  has 
exerted  a  particular  attraction  for  the  family,  since  they  seem  to  be 
better  represented  there,  in  proportion  to  population,  than  in  any  other 
of  the  large  American  cities. 2 7 

From  an  economic  viewpoint  the  Devlins  do  not  appear  to  differ 
from  the  American  average.  They  are  found  in  practically  all  the  trades 
and  professions,  but  like  other  descendants  of  Irish  immigrants  they 
are  essentially  an  urban  family.  The  Irish  who  had  escaped  from  the 
famine  desired  to  be  anything  rather  than  agriculturists  in  their  adopted 
country.  It  has  been  estimated  that  only  eight  per  cent  of  Irish  immi¬ 
grants  in  the  United  States  have  been  farmers,  a  much  smaller  propor¬ 
tion  than  that  of  any  other  racial  group.  From  being  a  distinctively 
rural  people  during  the  clan  days  in  Ireland,  the  Irish  in  this  country 
have  become  preponderantly  city  dwellers.  Since  most  of  the  Devlins 
have  lived  for  several  generations  in  the  United  States,  they  are  in 
general  thoroughly  Americanized  in  appearance,  outlook  and  speech. 28 

Canada  received  her  quota  of  Irish  immigration,  and  the  Devlins 
are  well  represented  there,  especially  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  where 
they  have  distinguished  themselves  in  politics.  In  The  Dictionary  of 
Canadian  Biography,  by  W.  S.  Wallace,  it  is  stated  that  Charles  Ramsay 
Devlin  (1858-1914)  was  a  member  of  both  the  Canadian  and  Imperial 
Parliaments,  and  Emmanuel  Devlin  has  been  a  member  of  the  Canadian 
Parliament. 
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The  first  recorded  Instance  of  a  Devlin  emigrant  to  Australia  is  j 
that  of  a  political  prisoner  transported  there  in  1806,29  the  year  of  j 

Napoleon  s  victory  over  the  Prussians  at  Jena.  Dr.  Joseph  Devlin,  the  j 

lexicographer,  says  that  he  met  Devlins  in  that  country  during  his  resi-  j 
dence  there.  The  author^s  great-great-uncle  John  emigrated  to  j 

Australia  in  the  40* s  of  the  last  century.  He  was  engaged  in  sheep  farm-  J 
ing  and  is  said  to  have  left  descendants. 

It  is  of  course  difficult  to  form  even  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  total  number  of  Devlins  at  the  present  day.  According  to  Matheson 
there  were  about  5,000  of  them  in  Ireland  in  1890.  If,  as  seems  likely, 
there  are  twice  the  number  of  Devlins  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
that  there  are  in  Ireland,30  and  allowance  is  made  for  Devlins  through¬ 
out  the  British  Empire, 31  there  may  be  altogether  as  many  as  twenty 
thousand  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  causes  for  a  family's  fecundity  are  obscure.  One  of  the  most 
prolific  of  Irish  families  has  been  the  Sullivans,  who  like  the  Devlins 
stem  from  one  eponymous  ancestor  and  not  from  multiple  progenitors, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Connors,  and  yet  there  were  in  1890,  according  to 
Matheson,  twelve  thousand  more  Sullivans  in  Ireland  than  there  were 
Connors,  and  nearly  nine  times  the  number  of  Sullivans  that  there  were 
Devlins  in  that  year.  The  annals  contain  the  names  of  families,  more 
prominent  in  past  days  than  were  the  Devlins,  who  have  apparently  left 
no  living  representatives,  but  there  seems  to  be  little  likelihood  of  an 
international  family  like  the  Devlins  now  becoming  extinct.  Their  wide 
distribution  in  America  alone  should  ensure  immortality  for  the  surname. 

Although  the  Ulster  Plantation  put  a  period  to  the  history  of  the 
family  as  a  unit,  it  may  be  of  interest  for  the  reader  to  learn  something 
about  the  Devlins  in  later  years.  Concerning  the  lives  of  the  great 
majority  of  them  we  know  little,  since  the  only  records  of  their  existence 
are  to  be  found  in  family  Bibles,  or  in  legal  documents  such  as  deeds, 
or  birth,  marriage  and  death  certificates.  Such  records,  while  useful 
enough  for  constructing  an  individual  pedigree,  do  not  make  stimulating 
reading.  Since  the  native  Irish  were,  for  the  most  part,  excluded  from 
public  life  in  Ireland  during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
when  their  names  appear  in  history  it  is  generally  in  revolt  against  the 
established  government,  or  in  the  service  of  foreign  countries. 

In  the  notes  to  this  volume  will  be  found  some  miscellaneous 
Information  about  Devlins  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  various 
ways.  In  concluding  this  chapter  we  shall  deal  briefly  with  a  few  who 
typify  the  reaction  of  members  of  the  family  to  conditions  prevailing  in 
Ireland  during  the  centuries  that  succeeded  the  Confiscations.  There  is 
first  the  "rapparee",  the  outlaw  of  the  seventeenth  century,  who  led  a 
hunted  existence  and  ferociously  avenged  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  his 
people  by  the  foreign  settlers,  then  there  are  Devlins  who  engaged  in 
the  Irish  rebellions  of  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  cen¬ 
turies,  and  some  examples  of  the  many  Irishmen  who  enrolled  in  foreign 
armies  in  order  to  fight  against  the  oppressors  of  their  race,  or  were 
educated  abroad  for  the  priesthood  because  such  education  was  prohibited 
in  Ireland;  also  a  cleric  of  the  Catholic  Church  who  spent  most  of  his 
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life  in  exile  because  of  the  Iniquitous  Penal  Laws  proscribing  his 
religion,  and  last,  a  product  of  happier  and  more  enlightened  times,  an 
Irish  statesman  who  endeavored  to  obtain  the  unity  and  autonomy  of  his 
people  by  constitutional  means. 

Patrick  O^Develln  is  accused  of  drowning  a  group  of  Protestants 
at  Portadown,  a  town  close  to  the  southern  shores  of  Lough  Neagh,  in  . 
1641.32  This  was  the  period  of  Sir  Phelim  O^Neill^s  Rebellion,  during 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Of  course  these  accusations  are  the  result  of 
ex  parte  testimony,  but  they  may  well  have  been  true.  The  brutal 
oppression  to  which  the  Irish  had  been  subjected  had  produced  criminals, 
whose  attacks  on  the  Protestants  were  condoned  at  the  time  by  many  of 
their  countrymen,  because  of  their  sense  of  the  injustice  from  which 
they  had  suffered.  The  presence  of  the  foreigners  on  their  lands  drove 
the  dispossessed  Irish  to  a  savage  fury,  and  they  wreaked  a  merciless 
vengeance  on  these  intruders  when  they  had  the  opportunity.  Several 
thousand  of  the  new  settlers  perished  in  this  uprising.  It  would  be 
erroneous,  however,  to  regard  the  Ulster  Protestants  as  unresisting 
victims  of  Irish  massacres.  In  general  they  were  as  hard-bitten  and 
relentless  as  their  enemies,  possessing  as  they  did  all  the  character¬ 
istics  necessary  for  life  under  frontier  conditions  amidst  a  hostile 
population.  Only  the  boldest  and  most  land-hungry  adventurers  could 
be  induced  to  remain  on  the  confiscated  land  in  those  days.  Such  an 
environment  produced  a  hardy  stock,  inured  to  perils.  In  after  years, 
descendants  of  these  Protestant  pioneers  in  Ulster  when  transplanted 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  naturally  gravitated  to  the  frontier, 
where  they  were  noted  as  Indian  fighters  and  explorers. 

In  Sir  Phelim  O^Neill's  army  two  members  of  the  family  appear 
as  officers,  one  of  whom,  "a  good  and  valiant  captain",  may  very  well 
have  been  The  O^Devlin  of  his  generation.33  We  find  them  associated 
with  the  O* Neills,  the  O* Hagans,  the  O^Quinns  and  the  Mellons,  all 
kindred  septs  of  the  Clan  Owen,  with  whom  they  had  been  companions 
in  the  wars  of  many  centuries.  A  passage  from  The  Journal  of  Friar 
0*Mellan  throws  a  lurid  light  on  the  horrors  of  those  days  and  the  suf¬ 
ferings  to  which  the  O* Devlins  and  other  families  were  subjected. 

"A  council  was  held  by  the  General  of  the  Ulster  army  and  by  the 
President  [at  Mullintu^  in  Munter  Byrne.  They  resolved  not  to  leave 
the  country  on  any  account.  That  whoever  stole  a  cow  or  mare,  horse 
or  garron  Qponyl,  sheep  or  goat,  the  value  of  these  things  should  be 
levied  off  his  property  if  he  had  any,  or  if  a  poor  man,  that  he  should  be 
hanged.  Also  whatever  persons  should  go  about  drinking  out  of  churns, 
or  raising  any  disturbance,  should  be  cudgelled  with  staves  till  their 
backbones  were  broken  inside  them;  and  many  other  good  regulations. 
There  were  some  persons  in  the  country;  O" Kanes,  the  People  of 
Devlin,  the  People  of  Ara,  (the  People  of)  Iveagh,  and  all  the  Clandeboy 
of  the  Route,  who  eat  mares  and  horses,  who  steal  and  carry  off  from 
the  rear  the  heretics'  cats  and  dogs,  and  eat  men.  "34 

Such  desperate  resolution  has  seldom  been  so  succinctly  expressed. 
Those  times  of  horror  and  of  famine  produced  terrible  men  and  atro¬ 
cious  acts.  From  the  tone  of  his  journal  one  would  judge  that  the  friar 
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Blns5a9Joi^  lo  qjK)i;a*I(t  solanotb  lo  baeiioofi  al  nllav^a  O  doiil*«I 
ni  ii^oJ  lo  Rsioda  msdiuoe  wil  oi  »aolD  nwol  £  ,xi wobatio^I  in 

yJTxib  ^olllodaH  ^'iliaW'O  mlliwiq  HZ  lo  boiioq  sriJ  a£w  sJriT  SC.tjKai 
lo  iliiBsi  9iU  aia  Bfloiiseooos  neadi  sannoo  K)  .1  asHsrfO  lo  nsiai  adi 
.  .1  i  Ijrioid  adT  .ami  naad  avM  Ua#,ti£in  ^»dl  lud  ,\taomll«al 
,  ,El*riiiiiiiO  baouboiq  bad  batoalctoa  naad  b&d  riaiTljadJ  dolriw  oi  nc.iaasiqqo 
'  ^  iQ  ^Mua  xd  aflxli  adi  ia  baaobnoo^aiaw'ainjsieaibi*?  adi  no  eioaila  aaodw 

’  ^ '  doldw  moil  aolisutfil  lo  aanaa  liadJ  lo  aauaoad  ,iiain>cilniK>o  liaiU 
avo'xb  tbnal.iiadJ  no  aiafi^iaiol  adl  lo  aonaaaiq  adT  •baialloB  bad  variJ 
aaaiiniamfa  badaara  ^adJ  bna  tY^al  a^^vaa  a  oi  daiil  baaaaaaoqElb  aril 
iaia^aS  .xibJoiToqqo  adl  bad  ^adJ  n^w  Eiaboilni  aaadl  no  aonaa^naT 
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yiiiaiEaiao  ea  cinaJBaioi^  laiaiU’aiti  biajai  oi  .^avawori  .aooanona 
boa  naiiJd-biad  aa  aiaw^Y^di  laianaa  nl  JaaiDsaaiinx  ri«J*xl  lo  amJioit 
-laioaiado  aril  lia  bib  ea  anlsaaaaoq  ,aaimafla  il adl  aa  aaaiJaalai 
alJiaod  a  iabima  anoliibnoo  lailnoil  laboo  alii  lol  xisaaaoan  aDiial 
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.xaibioti  ^1  oi  balailYaxj  Yilaxulan  .oilnallA  adl  lo  abia  ladlo  adl  oi 
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taaqqa  x^dl  adl  lo  aiadmam  owl  xmia  a’lllaW^  miiad^l  xiB  nl 
IXaw  X799  xjun  ,^nl£iqso  Inallav  bns  boQ^  a”  ^odw  lo  mo  ^aiaolllo  aa 
baUiooaaa  cnadi  bull  aW^  ^^^llaxana^  aid  lo  flllvaQV)  adT  naad  avari 
lia  ^anoliaM'O  ad)  bna  annluP'O  adl  yana^aH^O  adl  ^allisH^O  adl  dllw 
aooinnqfnoo  naad  bad  xadl  modw  dllWi^awp  n^O  adl  lo  alqaa  batbnid 
laiiH  lo  iantnol  adT  mort  ayiaaaq  A  .aaiini^o  xnam  lo,  aiaw  adi  ni 
•Ilia  Kfta  axai)  aa^  lo  aioixod  adl  no  id^H  a  awbxill  naXJaMlO 
^tDatdua  at  aw  aaillmal  xadto  bna  aniivaa^O  ^1  doidw  oTe^Hw 

adi  xd  bed  ymia  talafU  adi  lo  iaianaO  adl  yd  bi^ri  aaw  llonnoo  A** 
dv£al  oi  ton  baaioeax  yadT  .anxy®  ’^XnoM  ni  [iulariliiM  liQ  insblaax^ 
aaiod  ,aiaiB  to  woo  a  aiola  la'/aodw  ladT  .imiooaa  yna  no  xiinifod  adi 
ad  biooda  a^nld)  aaadl  lo  aolar  adl  ,iaos  xo  qaada  ^fyneq]  noxiag  xo 
ad  bliioda  ad  ladi  ^am  xooq  a  li  to  .yna  ban  ad  11  ylxac^oxq  aid  llo  bahral 
,aaxiido  lo  bio  mldnlib  itioda  blood*  anoaxaq  xavaladw  oaJA  Jjajnad 
J  xJadl  ail  aayala  dllw  ballasbuo  ad  biiioria  .aonadxnialb  yna  yUalax  xo 
.anoiiaiif^x  boo^  xadto  vnsm  boa  ;iBadl  dblanl  nojioxd  eiaw  aanodioad 
lo  aiqoa<l  adl  ,Banail'0  ;xxinii03  adl  nl  anoaxaq  amoa  axaw  axadT 
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xaiil  adl  a^bo^  binow  ano  laniuot  aid  lo  anoi  adl  mox^  ^atoa  anolo 
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htmself,  brutalized  by  the  environment  In  which  he  lived,  was  lacking  In 
that  spirit  of  Christian  charity  which  becomes  a  member  of  the  clergy. 

.  Hls  evident  approval  of  the  summary  injustice  meted  out  to  the  poor 
man,  and  of  such  extreme  penalties  for  "drinking  out  of  churns",  is 
shocking  to  our  modern  democratic  and  humanitarian  instincts.  He 
also  seems  to  have  been  possessed  of  a  ghoulish  sense  of  humor, 
whether  conscious  or  unconscious,  as  witness  the  ludicrous  contrast 
between  the  stealthy  theft  of  "the  heretics^  cats  and  dogs"  and  the  canni¬ 
balism  which  he  so  casually  refers  to  in  the  same  sentence. 

After  the  failure  of  their  numerous  rebellions  many  Irishmen, 
oppressed  by  the  hopelessness  of  struggling  against  the  enemy  in  their 
own  country,  took  service  in  foreign  armies,  where  they  formed  regi¬ 
ments  and  brigades  of  Irish  exiles. 35  At  the  Battle  of  Fontenoy  the 
French  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  charge  of  the  Irish  troops  which 
decided  the  victory  for  them.  It  has  been  estimated  that  in  the  eight¬ 
eenth  century  alone  nearly  half  a  million  Irishmen  perished  on  French 
battlefields.  Those  Irish  serving  with  the  French  were  known  as  The 
Wild  Geese,  among  whom  we  find  two  members  of  the  family  -  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Develin  and  Le  Sieur  Develin,  ayde- major  -  as  officers  of  the 
Regiment  du  Grand  Prieur,  in  the  Jacobite  army  in  Ireland  (1689). 36 
Although  these  officers  retain  the  characteristic  seventeenth  century 
spelling  of  the  surname  with  the  middle  E,  they  have  either  discarded 
the  O*,  as  in  the  case  of  many  other  officers  of  Milesian  origin  in  this 
regiment,  or  this  prefix  has  been  eliminated  by  the  French  official  who 
made  up  the  list. 3 7 

The  colonel  of  this  regiment,  Le  Grand  Prieur,  was  the  natural 
son  of  James  II  by  Arabella  Churchill.  His  troops  were  engaged 
throughout  his  father^ s  Irish  campaign,  in  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne,  and 
at  the  siege  of  Limerick,  where  they  particularly  distinguished  them¬ 
selves.  The  title  "Le  Sieur",  given  to  Develin,  indicates  that  this 
officer,  in  common  with  others  thus  designated,  was  "chief  of  his  name", 
possibly  a  grandson  of  the  Brian  O* Develin  who  was  head  of  his  sept  at 
the  time  of  the  Confiscations,  and  son  of  the  "good  and  valiant"  Captain 
Brian  O^Develin  who  was  killed  in  Sir  Phelim  O^Neill^s  Rebellion  in  the 
spring  of  1642.  Most  of  the  h'igher  ranking  officers  in  this  regiment 
had  claims  to  hereditary  lands  escheated  to  the  Crown  in  various  Con¬ 
fiscations,  and  aside  from  religious  reasons  for  backing  the  Catholic 
James  against  the  Protestant  William,  hoped  in  case  he  was  victorious 
to  recover  their  lost  estates.  This  understanding  is  expressly  stipu¬ 
lated  in  a  letter  dated  Nov.  4,  1690,  from  Limerick,  and  addressed  in 
French  to  Le  Comte  d*Avaux  by  Hugh  (Balldearg)  O^Donnell.  The  latter 
says  that,  after  a  victory  by  the  Jacobite  forces,  the  Irish  chiefs  who 
have  given  their  military  assistance  understand  that,  "les  conditions 
sont,  quails  seront  remis  dans  leurs  etats  et  biens." 

Passing  into  the  eighteenth  century,  we  find  that  the  middle  E  in 
the  surname  has  been  for  the  most  part  eliminated,  although  the  is 
sometimes  retained.  After  the  storms  of  the  preceding  century  this 
was  an  era  of  comparative  quiet,  if  only  a  quiet  of  exhaustion,  and 
appropriately  enough  our  next  Devlin  is  a  complete  contrast  to  the 
rapparee  whom  we  first  considered.  Sir  James  Ware,  an  eighteenth 
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century  antiquarian,  In  his  Writers  of  Ireland,  speaks  of  Francis 
0*Devlin,  who  was  Jubilate  Lecturer  of  Divinity  in  the  College  of  the 
Holy  Conception  at  Prague  in  Bohemia.  He  was  a  Franciscan  friar, 
born  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  who  eventually  returned  to  his  native 
country  and  died  there  in  1735,  during  the  reign  of  George  II.  Ware 
gives  the  titles  of  several  religious  and  philosophical  works,  written  in 
Latin,  of  which  Francis  O'Devlin  was  the  author.  This  friar  was  one  of 
many  Devlins  who  have  entered  the  service  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
since  the  days  of  that  O'Devlin,  Bishop  of  Kells,  who  lived  in  the  twelfth 
century. 

John  Toland,  an  Irish  deist,  who  visited  the  Franciscan  College  of 
Prague  in  1708,  speaks  of  the  hospitality  with  which,  in  spite  of  his 
religious  views,  he  was  received  by  the  friars,  among  whom  special 
reference  is  made  to  Francis  O^Devlin.  Another  Irish  traveller  who 
visited  the  friars  in  1723  was  the  Protestant,  Pole  Cosby,  who  writes: 

"I  was  entertained  at  Prague  at  the  Irish  monastery  with  very  great 
civility  and  four  score  Irish  priests  there  were  so  glad  and  full  of  joy 
to  see  us  as  if  we  were  their  own  kin. "38  it  can  be  imagined  how  wel¬ 
come  anybody  bringing  news  from  home  must  have  been  to  these  exiles. 

An  Interesting  reminder  of  the  days  when  the  ancient  Milesian 
nobility  of  Ireland  enjoyed  a  European  recognition  is  to  be  found  in  the 
College  of  Irish  Nobles  (Colegio  de  Nobles  Irlandeses)  at  Salamanca, 
in  Spain,  founded  by  Philip  II  in  1582  at  the  time  when  he  was  contem¬ 
plating  an  alliance  with  the  Catholic  Irish  chiefs  against  the  Protestant 
English  queen,  Elizabeth.  This  college  is  still  frequented  by  Irish 
theological  students,  who  are  a  conspicuous  sight  in  the  old  university 
city,  dressed  as  they  are  in  the  gowns  and  birettas  of  a  past  age.  The 
Irlandeses  are  housed,  and  receive  their  instruction,  in  two  of  the  most 
Impressive  collegiate  buildings  in  Europe,  the  Colegio  del  Arzobispo 
and  the  Clerecta.  In  Salamanca,  a  city  that  has  changed  little  in  appear¬ 
ance  from  what  it  must  have  been  in  the  days  of  Philip  II,  the  Irish  O^s 
and  Macs  are  still  classed  as  nobles  by  the  Salamancans.  At  least  that 
was  the  author* s  impression  when  he  visited  Salamanca  in  the  1930*s, 
since  both  the  porter  at  the  college  and  shopkeepers  in  the  city  assured 
him  that  the  students  at  the  Irish  college  were  nobles,  having  been 
especially  selected  for  their  distinction  in  that  respect. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has  found  in  Archivium  Hibernicum,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Record  Society,  Maynooth,  a  list  of  students  at  the  Irish 
College,  Salamanca,  for  the  period  1776-1837,  and  for  the  year  1855, 
taken  from  the  Libros  de  Matriculas  of  the  University  Archives,  College 
Account  Books  and  other  documents.  Edward  Devlin  is  mentioned  as 
being  in  residence  at  Salamanca  during  the  years  1797,  1799,  1800  and 
1803,  and  Matthew  Devlin  was  there  in  1836-1837.  It  is  probable  that 
others  of  this  name  were  at  the  Irish  College  during  a  much  earlier 
period,  although  the  records  of  those  times  may  not  be  extant  to  indicate 
their  residence  there. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  Irish  formed  more  than  a  third  of 
the  Continental  Army  during  the  American  Revolution.39  Two  Irish 
generals,  Moylan  and  Knox,  commanded  respectively  Washington's 
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aa  baociinam  ai  nilvaQ  biawbS  .aioamnaob  ladio  bna  adooH  innodoA 
Jhiia  0081  ,Mtl  ,T€T1  tiaay  ad)  jmiinb  aonamalaB  )«  aonabJaai  ni^bniad 
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^  lo  'biidi  a  nail)  atom  bamiol  daiil  art)  laH)  bslaraitaa  naad  U 
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cavalry  and  artillery,  while  five  Irish  generals  were  present  on  the 
American  side  at  the  Battle  of  Saratoga.  General  Sullivan  was  with 
Washington  at  Trenton  and  Germantown,  and  distinguished  himself  by 
his  campaign  against  the  Iroquois.  Another  Irishman,  Commodore 
Barry,  is  known  as  the  "Father  of  the  American  Navy".  These  Irish 
patriots  were  of  mixed  origins,  representing  all  the  racial  strains  that 
are  found  in  Ireland,  including  a  liberal  admixture  of  the  Milesian.  An 
examination  of  Irish  names  in  the  regimental  rosters  of  the  Continental 
Army  will  show  how  baseless  is  the  Scotch-Irish  myth  that  has  been 
foisted  on  the  American  people,  according  to  which  the  great  majority 
of  Irish  in  America  during  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  times  were  of 
Scottish  origin. 

We  find  two  Devlins,  Henry  and  Robert,  serving  in  the  Eighth 
Virginia  Infantry  Regiment  during  the  Revolution.40  James  Devlin,  a 
South  Carolina  veteran  of  the  American  Revolution,  is  buried  in  Cedar 
Springs  graveyard,  near  Abbeville,  South  Carolina.  The  inscription  on 
his  tomb  reads:  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of  James  Devlin,  who  died  in 
1825.  He  was  a  patriot  of  the  Revolution  and  fought  under  Col.  Moultrie  . 
on  Sullivan's  Island,  at  the  defeat  of  Peter  Parker,  and  saw  Jasper 
replace  the  flag  amidst  the  thunder  of  British  guns".  Another  James 
Devlin  was  a  member  of  Procter's  Artillery,  which  was  organized  in 
October,  1775,  and  took  part  in  many  battles,  including  that  of  Monmouth 
In  1778,  and  Sullivan's  campaign  of  the  following  year.  This  regiment, 
which  consisted  largely  of  Pennsylvania  Irish,  was  disbanded  in  1783.41 

The  British  experienced  two  more  eruptions  of  the  Irish  volcano 
at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth, 
the  Rebellions  of  1798  and  1803,  and  we  find  Devlins  participating  in 
both  of  them.  Richard  Develin  was  outlawed  for  his  activities  in  1798 
and,  according  to  family  tradition,  died  an  exile  in  France.  Strangely 
enough  his  wife  was  a  Quakeress.  Richard's  son  Patrick,  who  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  was  reared  in  his  mother's  faith,  furnishing  perhaps 
a  unique  example  of  a  Quaker  Devlin.  That  sect,  during  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries,  was  subjected  to  almost  as  great  a  persecu¬ 
tion  in  Ireland  as  was  the  Catholic. 42  Although  not  unknown,  Milesian 
surnames  are  extremely  rare  among  the  Irish  Quakers,  since  the 
Quaker  religion  differs  too  greatly  from  Catholicism  both  in  dogma  and 
observances  for  a  ready  transition  from  the  ancestral  faith  of  the 
Milesian  Irish.  Most  of  the  Devlins  in  Ireland  who  became  Protestants 
have  been  members  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  which  corresponds  to  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States.43 

Ann  Devlin,  patriot  and  martyr  of  the  Rebellion  of  1803,  would 
probably  be  regarded  in  Ireland  as  the  most  famous  member  of  the 
family. 44  She  was  a  cousin  of  Michael  Dwyer,  leader  of  Wicklow  insur¬ 
gents.  With  the  wife  of  James  Hope,  another  leader,  she  posed  as  a 
.servant  in  the  house  of  Robert  Emmet,  in  order  to  conceal  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  activities  being  conducted  there.  This  action  on  her  part,  under¬ 
taken  without  compensation  and  through  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Irish 
freedom,  has  led  to  the  false  belief  that  she  was  Emmet's  servant,  and 
Is  the  reason  for  that  erroneous  description  of  her  position  on  her 
tombstone.  After  the  discovery  of  the  plot  by  the  authorities,  following 
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itiiw  Ar.w  nsvfUifZ  Uisa^i}  .n^oliriES  lo  dtW  Jc  wtia  nBOliomX 
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bn*  ,in*visa  a'lammS  b*w  ad*  l£iil  laiiad  aal£l  adi  ol  bal  8*d  «mobaail 
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an  abortive  uprising,  Ann  Devlin  was  arrested  and  subjected  to  torture 
with  the  object  of  forcing  her  to  testify  against  Emmet  at  his  trial,  but 
she  steadfastly  refused  to  do  so.  After  her  release  from  years  of 
heroic  sufferings,  while  she  was  among  the  state  prisoners  in  Kilmain- 
ham  and  other  jails,  she  experienced  a  long  life  of  sickness,  poverty 
and  neglect,  her  condition  being  directly  attributable  to  her  participation 
in  the  Rebellion  of  1803.  Forty-eight  years  after  Emmetts  unsuccessful 
attempt  in  behalf  of  Irish  freedom,  his  faithful  adherent  was  buried  in  a 
charity  coffin  and  in  a  pauperis  grave  at  Glasnevin  cemetery,  Dublin. 
Later,  owing  to  the  initiative  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Madden,  and  at  his  expense, 
Ann's  coffin  was  exhumed  and  her  remains  removed  to  the  best  part  of 
the  cemetery.  The  inscription  on  her  grave  reads:  "To  the  memory  of 
Ann  Devlin  (Campbell)  the  faithful  servant  of  Robert  Emmet,  who  pos¬ 
sessed  some  rare  and  many  noble  qualities,  who  lived  in  obscurity  and 
poverty  and  so  died  on  the  18th  of  Sept.,  1851.  May  she  rest  in  peace. 
Amen."  To  conform  to  the  facts,  "servant"  should  be  altered  to  "adher¬ 
ent"  in  this  otherwise  excellent  inscription.45 

I 

Arthur  Devlin,  cousin  of  Ann,  whose  name  is  spelled  Develin  in 
Miles  Byrne's  Memoirs,  is  said  to  have  been  that  one  of  his  lieutenants 
'  most  beloved  by  Robert  Emmet.  Arthur  was  a  participant  both  in  the 
Rebellion  of  1798  and  in  that  of  1803.  After  the  failure  of  the  latter 
uprising,  he  was  exiled  to  Australia  with  his  cousin,  the  Wicklow  leader 
Michael  Dwyer,  and  other  rebels,  where  he  died  soon  after  his  arrival 
in  that  country.  In  P.S.  O'Clery's  Australia's  Debt  to  Irish  Nation 
Builders  (p.  22),  it  is  said:  "On  18th  Feb.,  1806,  the  ship  Tellicherry 
arrived  in  Port  Jackson,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and  twenty -five 
male  and  thirty-five  female  convicts,  together  with  Michael  Dwyer, 

John  Mernagh,  Hugh  Byrne,  Martin  Burke  and  Arthur  Devlin,  who  had 
been  graciously  granted  permission  to  banish  themselves  for  life  to 
New  South  Wales  to  avoid  being  brought  to  trial  for  their  part  in  the 
Rebellion  of  1798.  The  wives  of  Dwyer  and  Byrne  were  passengers, 
with  their  six  children.  King  (the  Governor)  foresaw  further  trouble. 

It  was  not  that  he  feared  a  repetition  of  Castle  Hill,  but  these  consider¬ 
able  leaders  were  sent  out  as  free  men  ..." 

With  the  repeal  of  the  Penal  Laws  that  had  deprived  the  Catholic 
Irish  of  the  franchise,  the  struggle  for  Irish  freedom  passed  from  the 
battlefield  to  Parliament,  where  a  succession  of  Irish  leaders  advanced 
the  cause  of  Irish  autonomy,  accompanied  in  its  final  stages  by  armed 
uprisings  in  the  second  and  third  decades  of  the  twentieth  century  and 
finally  resulting  in  the  establishment  of  the  state  of  Eire.  After  efforts 
of  conquest  and  assimilation  extending  over  seven  centuries,  the 
British  at  last  reluctantly  permitted  the  Irish  to  set  up  a  government 
that,  during  the  first  quarter -century  of  its  existence,  has  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  most  stable  democracies  in  Europe,  judging  by  the  rarity  of 
changes  in  Irish  administrations. 

Noted  among  Irish  nationalist  leaders  was  Joseph  Devlin  (1872- 
1934),  who  early  in  his  political  career  represented  the  home  of  his 
ancestors  as  Member  of  Parliament  for  Tyrone  and  Fermanagh  at 
Westminster,  and  later  sat  for  Belfast,  the  city  of  his  birth,  both  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament  and  in  the  Parliament  of  Northern  Ireland.  Few 
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-Boq  odw  ,)9cii£Ba  !ioddfl  lo  butma  luldllfil  wlJ  (liodqiDsO)  nilvoCl  imA 

.  ’^C^bnfi  ylrtuoado  iu  odw  .aaiUltap  aldon  Uii  9W  omoa  boeata 
.s^asq  nl  leyt  .tBil  «.«198  'o  d5$l  adJ  no  bott)  oa  bita  ynsvoq 

-ladbB^  ot  bo-xaUa  ^  bfocde  '•tavroB’’  ,aiojil  odi  ol  miobioo  oT  “.nomA 

•  -r-,  .w-  O.noiiqlioBnJ  in^liaoxo  aalvriodJo  aidioi  "Ins 

.Si]  .  :  i 

•  fij  aiiavsC  balisqa  mi  amwi  saodw  ,ffnA  lo  nisuoo  eflilvoQ  lOdnA 
Bbisnobiail  Bid  lo  aoo  larti  n^od  «vj4ii  OJ  tutita  ai 

^1  ft]  riJod  losqlolMaq  a  aiw  ludHA  .Hmmll  rjsdoH  yd  bovolod  laooi 
idiJsJ  adJ  lo  aiullfil  sdi  laJlA  .C08I  lo  l*rtJ  nJ  bni  SeTI  lo  noiliodofl 
labfisl  woldolW  ad)  ^lauoo'ald  dilw  UiciJauA  oJ  boUxo  asm  od  ^^iaHqu 
U’vliia  Bid  lalU  nooa  bsib  olrt  siadw  <aloddi  isriio  boa  ^laywO  loadoiM 
iioIIbK  daiil  ol  idea  a'allaiJaijA  «*yielC)'O.R.<l  nl  ,y^JmioD  ixrii  o) 
rtibdoiiidT  qida  eitr.aOdt  ,.d»^  did  I  nO"  Sw^a  ai  II  .(SS  .q)  JiabUoS 
evn-vlnewl  bna  baibnod  eno  Inaod  no  yilrad  ^loedOAl  tio^  ni  beviiTJ 
,i9y^  leidoilt  lUlw  ledlejot  .atoivnoo  s««mel  evil-yniiU  bat  9ltm  i 
b«^  odw  ^lIveG  lodiiA  bfu  e/rua  nJmM  ,emya  djwH  .d^AiiisM  ndol 
ol  elll  Tol  aerlsamedl  rialnsd  ol  ooiaaloiieq  batnais  ylBuolofiis  need 
odl  dl  lisq  ilodl  7ol  labil  ol  id^tfoid  jjnied  bloTB  ol  aolfiW  dliioS  waK 
^si^^eae^q  aiaw  eniya  boi*  leywC  lo  eevlw  adT  .86TI  lo  nollladall 
■^/  .sldooil  ladnul  wa&atol  (loniavoO  adl)  yii^l  .naiblido  xia  ilaiU  dllw  j 
n  -labianoo  aaadl  Wd  JltH  ollaaO  lo  noUllaqai  «  baisel  9tt  Ssdf  Ion  aaw  U 
■:i  naxn  aoTl  ax  liio  bisa  aiaw  aiabxel  aldx 

oliodlx^  r»*ni  batliqab  bad  ixdl  aw&l  Uaa^  adl  lo  ixsqai  aril  dllW 
sdl  caoil  baaaxq  niobaeil  Haiti  tol  ai's^inla  adi  .aaldonstl  adl  lo  daitX 
•1  bsDiurvbx  aiabcal  Haiti  lo  aolaBaooua  x  atadw  ^memxiiix^  ol  blaJlaillxd 
g  baoinx  yd  Baxcl^  li^ill  all  lii  bsinxqmoDOfi  ^yraonoiux  Haiti  lo  aauxo  adl 

J!  bnx  ytobiao  dlailnawl  adl  lo  aabxaab  btidl  bnx  bnoOaa  adl  nl  eyilaitqa 

g  anolla  tallA  .aiia  lo  alxla  adl  lo  Jnacndaiidjclaa  adl  «i  T^ltluBai  yllxoil 
I  adl  ,aaltomao  navaa  tavo  ^iboaixa  roilxlliniaax  bnx  laaopnoo  lo 

xtacaatavoi^  x  qu  laa  ol  Haiti  adl  balinntaq  yllnxloiilat  laxi  Is  rtallltfl 
ad  ol  barotq  axd  Jaonalaixa  all  lo  yti/lnao-taltxup'iaill  odi  jwitub  ,lxdl 
lo  yiiisi  adl  yd  3nl:^bi)(  ^aqouiS  ni  aaioxtoomab'aldxla  laooi  adl  lo  aoo 
i  ^  .anollxtlPiflitfxbx  Haiti  nl  aaanxdo 

•  -5T8t)  niWaQ  dq^aaoX  exw  atabxal  lailxnollxn  Haiti  pfioait  baloH  i 

aid  lo  amod  adl  balnaaatqat  laatxo  Ixoillloq  ^d  nl  ylixa  odm 
lx  d^ix/nta*!  box  ahbt'^  tol  inamcJItx^  lo  tadfllaMtax  atoiaaonx 
adl  oi  dJod  ^tJd  aid  lo  yllo  ad)  ,lBxlIa0  tol  Ixa  talxl  bnx  .talantxnla^ 
wo*!  .bAxlatl  madltoW  lo  Inaioxiitx^  adl  nl  bnx  mainxiltir^  Ixitaqurt 
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Irish  leaders  have  had  so  devoted  a  following  since  the  days  of  Charles 
Stewart  Parnell.  As  evidence  of  his  popularity  and  of  the  enthusiasm 
that  he  inspired,  it  was  stated  in  British  newspapers  at  the  time  of  his 
death  that  one  hundred  thousand  mourners  are  estimated  to  have 
attended  his  funeral.  In  speaking  of  his  career,  The  Times  (London, 

Jan.  19,  1934)  said:  "In  the  House  of  Commons  he  soon  estaoiished 
himself  as  a  debater  and  humorist.  Small  in  stature  and  tnick  ^et,  he 
presented  a  boyish-looking  figure.  He  had  a  large  head,  coal  black  hair 
and  a  clean-shaven  face,  strong  and  resolute  in  expression  which  was 
softened  by  his  shrewd,  humorous  eyes.  In  Belfast  he  was  known  as 
‘Wee  Joe\  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  once  referred  to  him  in  the  House  of 
Commons  as  ‘the  duo-decimo  Demosthenes^  His  accent  was  the  accent 
of  his  native  city,  empnatic  and  harsh,  but  it  was  appropriate  to  his 
fierce  style  of  speaking.  His  eloquence  was  rather  of  the  platform  than 
of  Parliament,  and  yet  he  could  fill  the  House  and  hold  it  through  his 
long  vehement  orations.  In  Belfast,  Devlin  was  idolized  by  his  fellow 
Nationalists  and  Roman  Catholics,  and  he  was  respected  by  Unionists 
for  his  ability  and  broad-mindedness.  As  member  for  Belfast  he 
endeavoured  to  represent  all  creeds  and  classes. "46 

And  so  ends,  with  this  brief  notice  of  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
sons,  the  history  of  this  ancient  sept.  From  the  time  of  Owen,  a  con¬ 
temporary  of  Hengist  and  Horsa  in  the  fifth  century,  the  story  is  solidly 
grounded  on  historical  facts,  of  which  the  annals  contain  pernaps  a 
superabundance  for  the  taste  of  the  moaern  reaaer,  but  on  investigating 
the  remoter  origins  of  the  clan  to  which  the  Devlins  belonged,  we  find 
that  not  many  generations  before  the  days  of  its  founder,  fable  begins 
to  mix  with  fact  until,  sometime  prior  to  the  second  or  tnird  centuries 
of  the  Christian  Era,  the  authentic  genealogy  is  lost  in  an  antiquity  where 
the  Irish  gods  figure  as  progenitors  of  the  race. 

This  account  of  the  Devlins  has  dealt  almost  exclusively  with  their 
life  in  Ireland,  for  down  to  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  they 
were  preponderantly  Irish,  both  as  to  blood  and  habitation.  Since  that 
time,  however,  the  Devlins  have  become  an  international  family,  so 
much  so  that  prooably  more  of  them  now  live  outside  Ireland  than  reside 
within  its  borders.  In  the  meiiiiig  pot  of  the  American  continent  they 
have  mingled  their  blood  with  that  of  many  ctner  racial  strains.  This 
process  will  inevitably  continue  until  little  of  Irish  is  left  in  the  family 
except  the  name.  But  even  a  thousand  years  from  now,  if  the  name  per¬ 
sists  so  long  -  and  it  is  difficult  to  Imagine  mankind  dispensing  with 
surnames  -  Devlin  will  still  recall  that  remote  Irish  forebear  to  whom 
the  family  are  indebted  for  their  patronymic. 

Perhaps  some  Devlin  descendants,  as  far  removed  from  our 
times  as  we  are  distant  from  those  of  the  family^  s  eponymous  ancestor, 
may  derive  pleasure  from  reading  this  story,  to  which  so  many  of  the 
-  author's  correspondents  have  so  greatly  contributed.  If  it  is  read  by 
Devlins  of  the  thirtieth  century  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  look  back 
on  our  era  of  world  strife  as  to  a  time  when  humanity  had  not  yet 
emerged  from  baroarism,  much  as  Devlins  of  tne  present  cay  view  that 
millenium  since  the  adoption  of  their  surname,  tnrough  which  the  family 
has  struggled  and  survived.  In  spite  of  wars  that  have  tormented  the 
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world  in  our  times,  the  lives  of  most  Devlins  are  probably  now  happier 
and  more  civilized  than  were  those  of  our  forefathers,  the  warlike 
horsemen  of  the  Neills,  and  their  successors,  the  rebellious  tenants 
of  alien  landlords.  Certainly  our  lives  contain  more  variety  and  more 
promise  of  advancement  than  did  those  of  our  ancestors.  There  are 
probably  few  members  of  the  family  now  living  who  would  willingly 
exchange  their  lot  for  that  of  those  forebears  who  suffered  in  Ireland 
from  invasions,  local  wars,  rebellions,  outlawries,  religious  proscrip¬ 
tions,  confiscations  and  famines. 

An  improvement  in  the  Devlins'  status  has  happily  coincided  with 
a  lessening  of  those  racial  and  religious  enmities  which  have  been  all 
too  obvious  factprs  in  the  histories  of  Irish  families.  The  prospect  now 
seems  more  favorable  for  the  final  disappearance  of  such  amagonlsms 
and  their  replacement  by  a  general  entente  among  all  peoples  who  are 
trying  to  create  world  conditions  of  peaceful  co-operation. 
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NOTES  TO  THE  INTRODUCTION 


1)  Encyclopaedia  Brttannlca,  under  Genealogy,  Vol.  X,  p.  104. 

Sir  Bernard  Burke  says  (in  Reminiscences  Ancestral  and 

Anecdotal,  p.  11)  that  the  Colonnas,  Orsinis  and  Massimis  of  Rome  can 
boast  of  a  more  remote  descent  than  that  of  the  nobility  of  France, 

Spain  or  Germany,  but  none  of  these  Roman  families  antedate  the  tenth 
century  A.  D.  (Almanach  de  Gotha,  pp.  446,  535,  572).  The  pedigrees 
of  few  English  families  extend  prior  to  the  Norman  Conquest  in  1066. 
According  to  the  Almanach  de  Gotha,  no  royal  or  mediatized  family 
even  claims  an  ancestor  living  earlier  than  the  ninth  century  A.  D. 

Most  of  them,  including  the  Hapsburgs  and  the  Hohenzollerns,  who  both 
date  from  the  eleventh  century,  are  of  much  more  recent  origin.  In 
his  History  of  Europe  During  the  Middle  Ages  (Vol.  I,  p.  17),  Henry 
Hallam  says;  "The  family  of  Capet  is  generally  admitted  to  possess 
the  most  ancient  pedigree  of  any  sovereign  line  in  Europe.  Its  succes¬ 
sion  through  males  is  unequivocally  deduced  from  Robert  the  Brave, 
made  governor  of  Anjou  in  864,  and  father  of  Eudes  King  of  France..." 

2)  Milesian  has  often  been  used  loosely  as  an  adjective  descrip¬ 
tive  of  the  Irish  who  inhabited  the  island  before  the  Norse  and  Norman 
Invasions.  Although  the  Devlins,  belonging  as  they  did  to  the  Progeny 
of  Conn,  were  classed  by  the  genealogists  as  Milesians,  there  were 
tribes  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  that  claimed  a  different  origin.  Some 
of  them,  like  the  Firbolgs,  were  supposed  to  have  been  in  possession 

of  the  country  before  the  coming  of  the  Milesians  themselves.  Milesian, 
however,  is  a  convenient  adjective  to  employ  for  reference  to  members 
of  the  ancient  genealogical  system,  since  Gaelic  or  Celtic  are  not  only 
too  general,  applying  as  they  do  equally  to  Ireland  and  to  Scotland,  but 
even  from  a  strictly  ethnological  point  of  view  such  terms  would  not  be 
inclusive.  "Indigenous"  is  also  misleading,  on  account  of  the  succes¬ 
sive  waves  of  invasion  that  reached  Ireland  from  other  European 
countries  in  ancient  times.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that 
Milesian,  as  used  in  this  book,  has  no  historical  significance,  since  the 
story  of  Milesius  and  his  descendants  is  now  recognized  by  Irish 
historians  as  legendary. 

3)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  preface,  p.  xi. 

4)  Concerning  the  origin  and  former  wide  distribution  of  the  clan 
system  see  Alexander  A.  Goldenweiser,  Early  Civilization. 

5)  Edward  Gibbon,  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
Vol.  I,  p.  219. 

6)  H.  T.  Buckle,  History  of  Civilization  in  England,  Vol.  U,  p.  242. 

Also  see  James  Boswell,  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides 

with  Samuel  Johnson.  Boswell  gives  some  of  the  economic  reasons  for 
the  gradual  loosening  of  ties  between  the  clansmen  and  their  chiefs  at 
•that  time  (1773). 

7)  The  Evening  Mail,  Dublin,  194-  (Exact  date  not  known)  says: 
"The  Hares  -  an  ancient  Irish  family  going  back  to  Niall  of  the  Nine 
Hostages  -  are  to  unite  and  form  a  new  clan,  or  society  of  their  own. 

All  branches  or  members  of  families  related  to  the  original  O" Hares 
are  to  be  admitted  to  the  society,  as  the  Hares  are  not  now  numerous 
in  Ireland..." 
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Ml  .q  ,X  •loV^.yy^lsans©  i^biui  ^oinffjsiiTfl  gibspqtotot^X  (i  ®  ‘.|B 

jj  briA  l^iiasatA  a»oa^»lni«sH  nl}  ayii  aphe.  bijKitisH  ilB  1  T 

ajK>  dfxioA  )o  abniaasM  bos  alnraaO  ^aaonoloO  ^dt  ii;ilt  (11  «q  | 

.9Diui*i  lo  yiiUdoa  ^  )o  aaiU  ind^aab  ^iiomsT  nocnTTiliaoS  I 

filasJ  adJ  a^abalns  astlioisl  ruunoH  aaad)  )o  aaon  .ynxmiaO  to  nisqS  .f 

saat^lbdq  adT  .(SrS  ,CW  ,SI^  .qq  ab  A>  .Q  .A  ytoiaao  | 

.ddOi  oi  iBaupaoD  cLfiintoVf  9di  oi  to/tq  hoalxa  aallima)  dail^X  wal  )o  ^ 
ylimal  baiiUlbam  to  Uyot  o«  gtdJoO  ab  dasnamiA  silJ  ol  ^fbtoOoA 
.a  .A  y^ioJoao  Atnln  adJ  nadJ  taiftsa  yiivli  toiaaSaa  ns  amlslo  n^s  ' 
dJod  odw  ,&AtdUosn9fioU  aiU  bns  astifdtqsH  #d^  jinlbi/lonl  .madt  lo  iaoM 

ol  Jii^io  Jnaosm  atom  doom  to  ats^.ytolnao  rtlnsvala  srt)  raotl  slsb  '•  •  , 

ytnsH  ,(TI  «q  4  .loV)  aaaA  sibbiM  adl^yiitiiQ  aqotu3  lo  yioialH  aid  ^ 

aaaaaoq  ol  baHimbs  yiisianof  al  laqsb  lo  /littisl  aitT  ’  laysa  oiijisK  | 

-asoaua  all  .aqomS  ni.sail  nsiaiaaoc  yxis  lo  aaisibaq  laaiofis  tcom  adJ  j 

.atstS  aifi  itadoH  motl  baonbab^ yllsoo^lupami  ai  aaism  dsuotiU  aola  3 

"...aoflst*!  lo  tfliX  aabiiA  lo  ladisl  bos  >d8  ni  uol/iA  lo  tontavoj^absm 
'qitoBsb  avUoaibs  as  as  yiaeool  baav  naad  na^lo  asd  nsiaailM  (S 
nscntoM  boii  aatoH  adl  atolad  bnslai  adi  baiidxjlni  odw  dalil  odl  lo  stII 
ynejot^  adl  ol  bib  yodl  as  soisnolad  ,afiiiTaQ'0  adl  tl^uoAJlA  .aaotasvaj 
ataw  aiadJ  ,eiislaaiiM  as  alal^isanaj  adl  yd  baeasio  ataw  ,nnoO  to  *1 
arao2  Jii^o  Inatallib  s  bstaisSo  Isdl  bnsJatl  lo  altsq  ynsm  oi  aadltl 
noiaasaaoq  al  nsad  avsd  ol  baaoqqya  ataw  adl  adi!  tniaiU  lo  *.  i 

^laailM  .aavlaamaill  aoslaaiiM  adl  to  yiliaoo  aiU  atolad  ytlnooo  adl  lo  J 

aiadffiacn  ol  aonetalat  tol  yolqma  ol  avlloatbs  Ina/navnoo  s  al  ,tavawod  '  •  ,  •  J 
ylnd  loa  ats  olUaO  to  oUasO  sDnia  (inalaya  is^ifoiiaaa^  Sa^ions  adl  to  r;i 
itKl  Jbaslloo&  ol  bos  bosiatl  ol  ylisiipa  ob  yadl  as  ^ylqqs  Jsianaf  ool  ' 
ad  Ion  bliiow  aintal  doos  walv  lo  inioq  Isolsolondla  yll:>lti8  s  motl  naaa  ^  1 

-aaoDsa  adl  lo  loiiooos  no  ^^nibsaielia  oais  al  ‘'‘anonasibnl"  ^aviai/loal  1 

asaqoti;3  tadlo  motl  bnslatl  badosat  isdl  nolasani  lo  aavsw  avia  t 

isdi  «iavawod  4>atadiaainai  ad  bluoda  fl  .aanill  inalons  nl  aaitlntfoo 
adl  aoiiia  .aonsDlliii^a  isoitoielii  oa  asd  ,dood  aldl  oi  baas  as  ^Jaalllf  . 
dBHl  yd  beam^ooat  won  al  alnsbnaaaab  eld  bns  aiiiaaliM  lo  ytola  r 

^  .ytstoa^i  as  snsltolald 

.lx  .q  ,aoslatq  ^bn^atl  DillaO  ^^aMosM  nlo3  (€ 

Rsio  adl  to  n4jiiaa;tlaib  abiw  tasnol  bos  nlylto  adl  snlntaonoD  (b 

.aollsilUylO  .laelawiiablDO  .A  tabnsxalA  aaa  malaya 

•atiqinS  nsrao^  us*!  bos  anlload  adT  .iioddlO  btswbS  (8  ' 

- - —  ^  j 

.SbS  ,q  41  .ioV  ,bnsX^a  nl  aoiisxiUvIO  lo  r^oWH  .elioua  .T  .H  <d 

sabiidaH  ^  ol  tooT  s  lo  Isn tool  Ul^waoS  aanisl  aaa  oelA  ^ 

tol  aooasat  a;m6ii^a  adl  to  aoiM  aaviq  UawaoH  .noandul  lat/msg  dllw  . 

is  al^fio  uadi  bos  Oaoiansio  adl  naawlad  aall  lo  ^inoBOol  isubstn  idl  j 

K  ^  .(«Vn)  amlllsriJ''  1 

:ays€  (owond  ion  slab  losxH)  ^llduQ  J)M  aninavS  adT  (T'*  ‘ 

anlW  adl  lo  lIslW  ol  dosd  ^nio^  yihnsl  daltl  laalaas  ns  -  aatsH^  adT" 

.Awo  tJadl  lo  yialooa  to  .nsla  wan  s  mtol  bos  alina  ol  ats  aa^aoH 
satsM^O  Isnl^o  adl  ol  bslslat  aallioisl  to  atadm am  to  aarionstd  UA 
^uetamun  won  loa  ats  aaisU^  adl  as  ,ylaioo2  adl  ol  balUmbs  ad  ol  ats  1 

'  ..bosl atl  oi  1  I 
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»  8)  A.  S.  Green,  The  Old  Irish  World,  p.  34. 

9)  "Eponymous  ancestor",  or  "eponym",  are  terms  generally 
used  by  Irish  historians  for  those  ancestors  from  whose  names  the 
patronymics  of  Milesian  Irish  families  are  derived  by  the  addition  of 
Mac  (son  of),  or  O*  (grandson  of).  It  is  unfortunate  that  "eponymous"  is 
so  frequently  used,  in  other  connections,  for  mythological  ancestors. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  there  was  nothing  mythological  about 
the  ancestors  of  Milesian  septs,  who  were  all  historic  characters  living 
well  within  the  historical  period  in  Ireland. 

10)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  289. 

11)  H.  T.  Buckle,  History  of  Civilization  in  England,  Vol.  II,  p.  159; 
Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  291,  et  seq.  Also  see  note 

38  to  Chap.  II  of  this  book  for  surnames  in  Munterevlin,  and  notes  8  and 
9  to  Chap.  HI  for  surnames  in  other  Irish  territories. 

In  many  of  its  aspects  Ireland  of  the  clan  days  resembled 
China  during  the  age  of  Confucius.  The  position  of  the  Chinese  emperor 
In  those  days  was  analagous  to  that  of  the  Irish  high-king;  there  were  in 
both  countries  the  same  internal  wars  between  petty  states;  the  same 
Involved  genealogical  systems  and  the  same  policy  of  creating  appanages 
for  princes  of  the  ruling  families.  The  Chinese  and  Irish  annalists  are 
also  strikingly  similar  in  their  style,  their  outlook,  and  in  their  method 
of  recording  events.  Irish  cognomens,  or  nicknames,  likewise  have 
their  counterparts  in  those  of  the  ancient  Chinese.  These  chance 
resemblances  between  two  peoples  entirely  unconnected,  indicate  the 
similarities  that  may  arise  in  the  development  of  cultures  based  on  a 
clan  system.  (See  Ancient  China  Simplified  by  Edward  Harper  Parker.) 
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^lUn9a99  ami9i  ,^mYiK>q9'’  70'V’**olE9ons  auofnynoqa’*  (d 
9fli  89cztsn  93oriw  moi)  aToiaaorus  aaorii  lol  aa^iojeirt  riaiil  fd  baaii 
^  lo  nolUbbA  9iU  vd  b9V^M6  01*  aallinicl  rfatrl  naleallM  lo  adhoxnoilaq 
Bi  ’’auocnx*'®^®'’  diaonl^ol/iu  aj  ll  r\(k)  noBbn«i;g)  'O  io  ,(h)  noa)  asM ' 
^Btolaaofts  i^ciigoloiUY®  ,3iioiiD9<uioo  laiUo  nl  ^boBu  ^(iinaupsil  oa 
-1^  tuodii  l^oi^oXo (11^01  yiiiUcKx  aaw  91  sit)  istil  .lavaworf  «b9)oa  ^  bluo/ls  a 
^hrU  a%9iOAJMd:>  oiioiald  liA  ataw  odv  ,B)q9a  imlaaliM  to  eiblaaona  91IJ 

^  jMMlint  nl  boJisq  9dS  nidttw  Uaw  , 

,  ggj  q  rtatTl  to  aaaatfi  ^liaSdoaM  nio3  (Of 

;9dl  ,q  Jtl^loV  Hi  yiJBBiljWO  to  yio^aiH  .aiibuE  .T  .H  (It 

9lon  993  oalA  .paala  ,ffti  .q  «r^oial8  iUutl  to  89a£<m  .UiaHofiM  nioE 
bns  0  85>ofl  ^flvstaliioM  ni  aoatstttvit  *iol  3k>od  altli  to  U  .qBil3  of  8t 

»9sJrosHi9Pii»hil  79tik}  ni  aacojunuM  lol  lU  ..qiuiO  oi  0 
baldmMst  a^jib  nsia  siU  to  bn&l!rzl  afDaqa^'Bii  to  ^nfim  oI 
loiaqras  aaenidO  »dl  to  ooiitooq  aiTT  .ai/toijtooO  to  9^  9fli^Sni*xab  aaJdO 
nl  919W  9i9c|J  niflW-ilsirt  daiil  ©iW  to  lEdi  oJ  aaw^ayib  aaoiii  ai  ^ 

aoiBa  sri)  jaaljcto  t^toq  naawfad  ai^w  Ismiaiii  amaz  ad)  aanfniiOD  Htod 
aa^BBoaqqB  to  xoiloq  %Ai  bn&  aioaiay^c  Ifioi^ilfisna;)  bsviovni  | 

aifi  zialUuuiA  daiil  bos  aatAidO  9itT  .aaUsisfil  ^iiiii  m!)  to  aaaniiq  lol 
boiilofli  ilaiU  nl  hnii  .jtooltoo  liaiil  .alyla  itsdJ  ni  aaiiaila  yisaiiliia  oaU  . 
^  svsri  9aiW9iiiI  ^arnsnitolti  10  ^aa^caocijiiK)  dai-fl  .atasvs  yilbioosi  lo  ' 
BooBilo  seadT  .oasnidQ  todtona  adilo  »aodi  ni  atXi>qi9lnooo  ilodi 
’  ^  eiU  sJsotboi  .bofosofiooflu  Ytoiltoo  aalqo^q  owj  osewl^d  aaonalcbnoaoi 
a  no  baaad  zatuiUto  to  insoiqoisvab  adJ  nt  ©alia  yam  IfidJ  a^iilialimJa 
(.‘ladrcH  i«naH  btawbS  yd  ^oi^iigmie  ctoO  totooftA  998)  .mVlaya  nalo 
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NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  I 


1)  R.  A.  S.  Macallster,  The  Arcnaeology  of  Ireland,  p.  25. 

2)  Rev.  John  Ryan,  Ireland  from  A.  D.  800  to  A.  D.  1600,  p.  150. 

3)  For  an  account  of  the  Brehon  Law  as  applied  to  the  tenure  and 
hereditary  transmission  of  land  see  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland. 

Chap.  X;  Philip  Wilson,  The  Beginnings  of  Modern  Ireland,  pp.  51-52; 
and  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Smaller  Social  History  of  Ancient  Ireland,  pp.  85-86. 

4)  Mary  Hayden  and  G.  A.  Moonan,  A  Short  History  of  the  Irish 
People,  p.  60. 

5)  "The  ruling  races  were  pedigree -proud  to  a  fault,  for  geneal¬ 
ogies  which  proved  a  man's  noble  descent  proved  also  his  claim  to  land. 
That  your  rT (king  or  ruler)  should  be  of  kindred  blood  to  you,  near  or 
remote,  was  an  essential."  Edmund  Curtis,  Mediaeval  Ireland,  1st 
edition,  p.  18. 

6)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  132. 

7)  For  further  information  about  the  Milesian  genealogies  see 
Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  Chapters  III  and  IV,  and  his  Phases  of 
Irish  History,  Part  IV.  P.  W.  Joyce  says:  "The  confidence  of  the 
learned  public  in  the  ancient  Irish  genealogies  is  somewhat  weakened 
by  the  fact  that  they  profess  to  trace  the  descent  of  the  several  noble 
families  from  Adam  ...  But  passing  this  by  and  coming  down  to  historic 
times,  the  several  genealogies,  as  well  as  those  scattered  portions  of 
them  found  incidentally  in  various  authors,  exhibit  marvelous  consis¬ 
tency  and  have  all  the  marKS  of  truthfulness.  Moreover  they  receive 
striking  confirmation  from  incidental  references  in  English  writers  - 
as  for  instance  Venerable  Bede.  Whenever  Bede  mentions  a  Scot  or 
Irishman  and  says  that  he  was  the  son  of  so-and-so,  it  is  invariably 
found  that  he  agrees  with  the  Irish  genealogies  if  they  mention  the  man's 
name  at  all."  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  pp.  33,34. 

8)  R.  A.  S.  Macalister,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  Chap.  IV. 

Also  see  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  60. 

9)  John  o' Hart,  The  Last  Princes  of  Tara. 

10)  From  the  Genealogies  of  Duald  MacFirbis,  as  quoted  in  A.  S. 
Green,  A  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  pp.  14,  15.  Since  the  blond 
Celtic  conquerors  in  Wales  also  encountered  in  that  country  an  indige¬ 
nous  race  of  brunets,  the  same  bias  in  favor  of  a  blond  complexion  is 
found  among  the  Welsh  clans,  whose  history,  customs,  legends  and 
genealogies  display  many  features  similar  to  those  of  their  Irish  con¬ 
geners.  Owen  M.  Edwards,  Wales,  p.  13,  etc. 

11)  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill  (Celtic  Ireland,  pp.  12,  57,  61)  believes  that 
neither  histories  nor  genealogies  are  reliable  in  detail  prior  to  A.  D. 
300,  and  agrees  with  Professor  Macalister  (The  Archaeology  of  Ireland, 
p.  21)  that  Cor  mac  mac  Art  is  the  first  figure  in  Irish  history  that  can 
be  considered  as  unquestionably  historical.  Many  other  authorities, 
however,  believe  that  Conn  of,  the  Hundred  Battles  was  the  genuine 
ancestor  of  the  Progeny  of  Conn.  . 

12)  For  details  concerning  these  clans  see  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic 
Ireland,  p.  52  et  seq. 
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TOl  ,ja»^  a  oJ  b*io»q-»«si6W  »■*•»  •*»*’  jnllin  sitT"  («  ^ 

oi  mlitio  ftto  o«U  b«nroiq  Jaoaaofc  atoon  »  ntm  s  boro-jq  rtolrtw 
10  lAoa  ,iiox  ol  booid  boiboid  to  so  btuoiU  (lolin  lo  saliQll  ii'Ot  J*" 
tel  -bn^ail  UToaJtteM  ,»Jrt0'J  tawttba  ".UHnWo  na  asw  i»to«OT 

_  ^  iii  *81  .q 

^  XU  ^  Wail  aUHS  ,Ilt*Haj*l  aloS  (0 
^•a  B^wyUwsi  /ulaaliM  *riJ  Jooda  aoUAfOio^ai  isrinul  loq  (T 
to  E^ftsdq  aw  bna  ,Y1  has  m  a^sJqaiO  J^eiX  oiilgO  ^iiaWoJsM  ^ 
djU  to  aoaabitooo  adT"  -atso  aayol  .W  .q  ,V1  de/g 

baneisaw  Jariwamoa  al  aai^aUanas  daril  laa/MA  edJ  fli  oifduq  b^T£» 
aidon  Inataa  9di  lo  jwaoaab  adl  soaiJ  oi  aaato-xq  Tsiti  ladJ  loal  ^  ^ 
oiioiaid  o>  ofrob  ynUnoo  boa  td  cldJ  ^iaaaq  wfi  ..r  inabA  moil  aaluflim 
to  anomoq  baiaiu&oa  aaodi  aa  Usw  aa  ,aai^Uaa:>^  iaisvaa 
-alaaoD  Euoiwani  iidlibtfi  .aiodtoa  aoolirr  ni  YUatoabionl  bfu^ol 
«yl^ai  tfaiU  lavo^ioM  .eaiwilfltoiini  to  aaiaax  arti  lU  avail  bna  \cofl9l 
-  aiaJiiw  daityoS  oi  aaDtisirt9i  lainabtoni  moil  noiJmmitooo  ^niaOiia 
10  1od8  a  BooiifiBiii  abofl  lovanailW  ^IdflionaV  aonaiaiti  lol  aa 

vidaii^vni  ai  ii  ^a-boa-oa  to  noa  adi  aaw  art  iadi  a^aa  boa  namdalil 
a'fUiB  acU  ooltoacj  11  aaiyjlaana^  rtaiil  adl  dJiil  aaai  ja  od  JariJ  bnool 
MM  .qq  Jbnalatl  allaaO  to  ttofiA  ".Ua  to  acmm 

.VI  .qadO  toKlyil  to  Taatoaaib'^A  adT  .lateliaoail  .«  .A  .H  (o 

'  aiiiaO  ,lUa»<aaM  ntoa  aaa  oalA 

oO^aTtlD  aij^iiq  ,lTaH'0  odol  (« 

.B  .A  Bl  fcolOBP  «  .«WiTlBpnSuiaTol5Jini5»*0  odJ  mo-1%  (01 
bnold  odJ  »oa»  .81  >1  .qq  OJ  otoiB  dill  o^  to  xto>»iH  A^.nwO 
-aaibiil  oa  \iIbiioo  ^adi  nl  fcaiiHliooaa  oaia  aalaW  ni  avoiaopood  olnaO 
ai  ooixaiqoioa  taiold  a  lo  loval  ni  aaid  amaa  adi  ,2iao<nd  lo  aoai  Boon 
bna  abnai^  .imotooo  ,tiaJeld  aaodw  .aaaio  dalaW  ad)  snoioa  bnool 
-ooa  daHI  iladl  to  aaoib  o)  laiimia  aaiotoal  Ynam.yjalqalb  2eiy)iaaiie* 

.Dia  ,tl  .q  .alnawba  .M  nawOi.aiaoa^ 

todiaavailad  (Id  ,T«  .81  .qq  UiaWoaM  nioa  <11 

,a  .A  0)  loMq  llatob  oi  aicj-jlt^i  aia  aadfalaaflaj  ion  2aiio)ald 
.boftlsitto  vaotoaaftoiA  adT>  idiailaoaM  i0*«atovq  d)iw  aMi^a 
nao  iai9^.^otoi^  dalil  ni^iu^^l  toiil  ad)  ai  JiA  oam  oamioD  )ad)  (It  ^ 
,2»/)Hod)ija  laiiJo  xaM  .Uonotoid  xidaoolJBaupftiJ  aa  baiabienoo  ad 
aoton^a  adi  aaw  aalitoS  bsitoiiiU  ad) ,lo  nnoO  )ad)  availad  ,iavawod 

**  c  mnoO  to  ^aa^oiq  ad)  to  loiaapoa 

DjilaO  JUaHoall  niol  aaa  aoato  aaaiU  joiniaoiioD  aiiaiab  lol  (tl 

^  4  .  .paa  ia  td  .q  togJtS 

,  ♦  ,  i'  -  4  .  . 
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13)  When  interpolations  occur  In  the  Milesian  genealogies  they 
have  usually  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  Scottish  families,  since  their 
Inclusion  did  not  appear  so  unreasonable  to  the  Irish,  not  only  because 
of  racial  and  linguistic  affinities  between  the  two  peoples,  but  also 
because  of  the  considerable  number  of  Irish  Milesian  septs  that  had 
settled  in  Scotland.  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill,  in  Phases  of  Irish  History, 

p.  334,  gives  as  examples  of  such  interpolations  several  inserted  for 
Scottish  gaiiowgiass  families,  including  the  MacSweeneys,  MacDonnells, 
MacCabes,  MacRorys,  MacDoweils,  MacSheehys  and  others.  Among 
genuine  Milesian  families  in  Scotland  there  are  the  MacNeilis.  Their 
chief,  The  MacNeill  of  Barra,  has  recently  (1923)  published  a  history 
of  his  clan  in  which  he  shows  that  they  are  descendants  of  Niall  of  the 
Nine  Hostages  who  settled  in  Scotland,  in  the  Outer  Hebrides,  about 
A.  D.  1030. 

Chiefs  of  Scottish  clans  who  claim  a  Milesian  origin,  accoraing 
to  Burke* s  Landed  Gentry  of  the  United  Kingdom  (1925)  are:  The  Mac¬ 
Donald,  23rd  Chief  of  Clanranald;  The  MacDonnell,  21st  Chief  of  Glen¬ 
garry;  The  Mackinnon  of  Mackinnon,  35th  Chief  of  Clan  Fingon,  and  The 
MacGregor  of  MacGregor,  a  baronet  who  appears  in  Burke's  Peerage. 
That  some  of  their  pedigrees  are  obvious  interpolations  in  the  Milesian 
genealogies  shows  the  esteem  in  which  the  latter  were  held  before  the 
extinction  of  the  clan  system  in  Ireland. 

As  regards  the  Normans  in  Ireland,  although  many  of  their 
lamilies  became  thoroughly  hibernicizea,  spoke  Irish,  adopted  Irish 
dress,  Irish  customs  and  the  Brehon  Law,  their  coming  was  too  recent, 
their  race  too  different,  and  their  history  too  well  known,  for  any  possi¬ 
bility  of  assimilation  into  the  native  genealogical  system.  Some  of 
them,  however,  assumed  names  of  an  Irish  form,  as  a  branch  of  the 
Burkes  who  took  the  name  of  MacWllliam,  and  the  DeExeters,  who 
called  themselves  Macjoraan.  In  general  the  heads  of  important  Norman 
lamilies  were  granted  titles  of  an  English  form,  such  as  Baron  of 
Dunboyne,  Baron  of  Louth,  etc.,  wnose  only  peculiarity  is  the  preposi¬ 
tion  "of"  which  is  never  employed  in  England  or  Scotland  for  peers 
below  the  rank  of  earl.  The  only  Milesian  family  that  now  possesses  a 
barony  of  this  kind  are  the  O'Briens,  Barons  of  Inchiquin,  wnose  ancestor 
received  it  as  a  recompense  for  reliriquishing  the  native  title.  King  of 
Thomoiid.  According  to  The  Sligo  Champion  (Sept.  29,  1945),  the  Gene¬ 
alogical  Office,  Dublin  Castle,  has  also  confirmed  to  Sir  Donough  Edward 
Oster  O'Brien,  Bart.,  16th  Baron  of  Inchiquin,  of  New  Market,  Co. 

Clare,  the  Milesian  title  of  The  O'Brien. 

There  are  also  two  hereditary  knighthoods  still  extant  among 
the  descendants  of  the  Normans  in  Ireland  that  are  the  only  such  titles 
in  the  British  Isles;  the  Knight  of  Kerry  and  the  Knight  of  Glyn,  both 
held  by  the  Fitzgeralds,  and  created  by  one  of  their  ancestors  in  tne 
thirteenth  century,  by  virtue  of  his  royal  seigniory  as  a  Count  Palatine. 

14)  S.  Baring-Gould,  Family  Names  and  Their  Story,  Chap.  II. 

15)  Cormac  mac  Art  built  the  great  banqueting  hall  at  Tara,  in  the 
form  of  a  Roman  basilica.  Its  length  was  twice  that  of  St.  Patrick's 
Cathedral  in  Dublin,  the  largest  church  now  stanaing  in  Ireland.  R.  A.  S. 
Macalister,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  p.  21.  Many  moaern  historians 
date  the  high-kingship  from  the  reign  of  Coim  of  the  Hunared  Battles, 
but  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill  believes  that  Cormac  mac  Art  was  the  first  high- 
king.  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  12. 
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XmIi  B9l$oSA9a9i  AJilaaiiAf  9di  nt  tuooo  «noi2sB»qi9liil  nsdW  (St 

Tisdl  9onia  ,a9tiiis£l  abIUd^K  )o  9iil  lOft  abcm  nssd  yUjuiBu  svsd 

9£i/j09d  \iao  Joniiiaiil  siiJ  at  BiilsmuAeruia  oa  'x#»qqa  Son  bib  noiBulynk 
obIa  M  ,aaiqo9q  owj  adi  naovlad  eoitlnilla  !>ilBiuyiil  bos  Islasi  lo 
bfiii  tadJ  aiqda  ^taiaalJM  daiil  k>  iDdmtfn  dldatabianoo  9xil  lo  sau^odd 
,rtotBiH  daKl  hp  aaaod^  ni  ^iileVlDaM  aio3  .iC  .baBiioo&  ol  bslUaa 
lol  boriaafti  Uravaa  sooiMoqtatoi  dooa  >o  p.aiq^naxfl  ax  taviii  «^tS  .q 
^aiidOAodoaid  aJit^’^biiidAi  .aaiilfiixt  aBai^fwolix^  lielJlDoS 

^  j^oniA  .ai^io  ima  a^dooifSaxM  «aUawodoxM  rX^ioHaaM  (aadaOoxli 
^xMFT  .aiUoMoaK  adt  ait  a^acU  boailoois  oi  aalUmxl  nxiaaiiM  SAluna) 
Y^otaiil  X  barUriitik/q  {S&9ti  'flmaoai  sad  v^ixa  lo  ilieVlaxM  «TaM9 
aid}  lo  UsiH  to  aloxbaaoaab  otx  yaftt  lutt  awoxia  ad  dobtw  ni  nxlo  aid  to 
Juoda  .aabHoaH  laioO  adJ  aJ  JmmISooB  ai  bslliaa  odw  aa^^xiaoH  anlVf 

^  ^  -  .oeox  .a  .A 

^aUsrtaoos  JniKMo  nxiaaliM  a  aaialo  onw  anxto  daiilood  lo  alaidO 
-9aM  odT  :-nx  (SlQt)  aobmOi  aftito  Ti^aO  babnxJ  a'adioa  oi 

*aa(;)  to  leidO  talS  ,Uariiio<l9aM^'i^  lb  loidO  bits 

adT  baa  ^90)?  nxlD  to  laidD  ilidt  ,aonaJ;baM  to  AA^inhbfiM  adT  ;]n‘^ 
.9]iai999  t'sdioa  Ai  aiaaqqa  odw  toao^ad  a  .lo^d'iOoaM  to^io^oTOosM 
luii^nKr^i  Ai  aaoiSAlogiaiaS  muoMo  9*ix  aoai^iboq  li^  to^snioa  ia/^ 
adi  aiolad  blad  aiaw  lailal  adJ  doidw  ni  oiaaiaa  adj  aworla  Boisolaaaas 
^  »bnai9Yl  ni  tnaiaxa  nala  adi  lo  noiioniixa 

Ylaili  to  '^naffl  (lsiK>fiiia  jMiaia*cX  ai  vMsuatoH  adi  abia^ai  aA 
dairl  batQOba  ,iiaiil  ssioqa  ^aiainiadid  ^Id^a^aiodi  antaoad  aailiinid 
(Inaoai  ool  aaw  piimoo  liadi  ,waJ  nodoiQ  adi  bna  aoroiairo  dahxl  ^aaaib 
-iaaoq  ^na  toI  jiwonM  liaw  oos  ^oiaid  iladi  boa  ,in9i9Urb  coi  aoai  iJadi 
to  amofi  .tnaia^*  taoi^olaana^  ayfian  adi  olni  noilallmiaaa  to  ^ilid 
aiii  to  donxid  a  ax  /niol  daiil  oa  to  aaioan  bsAjjaax  ^lavowod  (OiaiU 
odw  ,8iaiex3aG  adJ  bna  jsiitliWoAli  to  aman  adi  jiooS  odw  aashofl 
aamioVl  taatioqmi  to  abaad  adi  In 9099  fll  JuUnoloM  aaxlaeoiadi  baliao 
to  no'iMB  ax  dana  4010!  dali^nX'iia  to  aaliti  bainaij  aisw  eailiaal 
-lacqaiq  adi  ai  xii^aiUrosq  ^too  aaodw  ^fiwoJ  to  notaS  ^an^odniiG ' 
aiaaq  idl  bnalioo^  10  haal^aa  ni  bayoiiiAta  Tvvaa  ai  dabiw  ^'lo"  noli 
a  aftaasaeog  won  ladi^xiiinal  naiaoiiM  i^ino  sdT  Jiao  lo  dnai  9di  wol9d 
loiaoona  aaodw  ^lixipiddnl  to  enoiad  .anaioSH^  odi  91a  boii  eldi  lo 

to  brJX  ,9lJil  5vr}iin  adi  soidaiupniiaa  \oi  aansqniood'}  a  ea  li  baviodoi 
-9A90  9fli  .tgog)  noiqp^:^iO  onilg  orfT  oi  ^nibioooA  .biiomodT 

biawbS  dyioaod  iifij>i  bam'ritooo  oaia  aad  ,6ii8a0  aiidtfQ^,99illO  laoisola 
4>D  «}9jKaM  waH  to  ^linpidonl  to  noiaa  did!  ..JisQ  ^laiia'O  laioO 

^  .nsiia  O  9dT  lo  sliii  naiasIiM  odi^  ,9iai0 
;iriofiia  inanc9  ilisa  aboodJd^liii  \;*ift}U>9i9d 'owi  oala  sia  9i9dT 
aslllf  ddfis  '(lito  adi  na  ladi  bnalsil  ni  aitaoiioH  adi  to  ainabaobaab  adi 
iiK>d  ^lylO  lo  id^inif  adi  baa  ^ia2l  to  adi  daliiiH  adi  ai 

ad;  di  aioiaaoaa  xiad}  to  ano  fd  baiaaio  bna  ^eblaia^alia  adii^d  biad 
tanitaia^  jnuo  J  a  aa  jtout^oa  Im^oi  aid  to  aaiiirv  ^  ;x^to^.d}aaai^di 
.qajtO  >[ilrga*f  ^JooO-yiiTaa  .B  (bt 

iadi  ni  ^aT  U  |C^  ^rutoufa^  srlJ  iiiiid  iiA  oam  aaoiioQ^  (tt 

B^doitla^  .iS  to  iadi  aoiwi  saw*  di^nal  eJI  .aoUlsad  naiaoil  a  to  miol  ^ 
•8  .A  Jl  .bRaiarl  ai  sctonaja  won  d^iudo  jaa^iai  adi  Vi^duG  qi  laibadiaO 
aoaHolBld  ni»fx>ffl  tit  .q  .b;iKlF>-il  to  Yyi^>^xdPiA.yty 

.aafiiad  baibooH  sdi lo" mtoO  lo  njjiai  arfjm?il  qii^asaiihd^d^adi  aiab 


SetiS  adJ  naw  JiA  otju  datnioO  ladi  advaiiad  lliaHoaM  nio3  .tG  Jud 

.SI  41  JbniJail  DiUaP  »}fUd 


'*A 


I 


•  4  >  ttl  ^ 


96 


V 


16)  Arthur  Ua  Clerigh  says  that  there  is  not  enough  evidence  to 
decide  this  point.  The  History  of  Ireland  to  the  Coming  of  Henry  II. 

p.  107. 

17)  There  are  also  some  instances  of  those  whose  legal  claims  had 
lapsed  nevertheless  seizing  the  kingship  by  force.  The  most  spectacular 
case  of  this  kind  was  that  of  the  Connachta  who,  after  an  exclusion  from 
the  high-kingship  for  nearly  seven  centuries,  successfully  asserted  their 
claim  to  this  honor  when  Turlough  O* Connor  became  high-king  in  1136. 
For  other  instances  see  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  128. 

18)  John  Lynch,  Cambrensis  Eversus. 

19)  Geoffrey  Keating,  History  of  Ireland,  p.  365. 

20)  Notes  of  B.  MacCarthy  to  The  Annals  of  Ulster.  VoL  I,  p.  18; 

P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  p.  153;  and  Arthur  Ua 
Clerigh,  The  History  of  Ireland  to  the  Coming  of  Henry  11,  p.  91. 

'  21)  Douglas  Hyde,  Literary  History  of  Ireland,  pp.  67,  68. 

22)  Edmund  Curtis,  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  1st  edition, 
p.  424. 

23)  Dr.  Douglas  Hyde,  in  a  contribution  to  the  preface  of  Seumas 
MacManus,  The  Story  of  the  Irish  Race,  p.  xii;  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short 
History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  pp.  26,  27;  and  the  introduction  to  The  War  of 
the  Gaedhil  with  the  Gaill,  by  J.  H.  Todd. 

24)  For  original  division  of  this  territory  between  the  three 
brothers  see  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  88. 

25)  The  Life  of  St.  Grellan,  quoted  by  John  O* Donovan  in  Tribes 
and  Customs  of  Hy  Many. 

26)  One  of  the  ancient  names  for  Ireland. 

27)  The  O* Kellys  of  Hy  Many,  representatives  of  this  branch  of  the 
Clan  Colla,  later  occupied  the  southern  part  of  what  is  now  the  county  of 
Roscommon.  John  O^Donovan^s  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 
under  A.  D.  751. 

28)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  88  and  Map  III. 

29)  R.  A.  S.  Macalister,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  pp.  170-171; 

A.  S.  Green,  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  53;  Eugene  O'Curry, 
The  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Ancient  Irish  (under  Ailech).  For  . 
representation  of  the  fort  in  its  present  condition  see  Rev.  John  Ryan, 
Ireland  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  A.  D.  800,  p.  93. 

30)  John  O'Hyt,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  713.  According  to 
another  version  of  this  tale,  the  incident  referred  to  in  the  text  occurred 
at  the  conversion  ceremonies  of  a  Munster  king.  For  Owen^s  charac¬ 
teristics,  as  taken  from  an  old  document,  see  Owen  Connelan^s  notes  to 
The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  p.  439. 

31)  Ere  is  the  nominative  and  Erca  the  genitive  form  of  this  name. 

32)  The  Book  of  Fenagh  states  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Loarn, 
King  of  Dalriada,  whose  territory  was  situated  in  the  southwest  of  Scot¬ 
land  and  in  the  northeast  of  Ireland.  B.  MacCarthy,  in  notes  to  The 
Annals  of  Ulster,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  144  and  278,  says  that  Murkertac  was 
named  for  his  mother. 

33)  J.  A.  Froude,  Julius  Caesar,  p.  35. 

34)  In  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  48,  Eoin  MacNeill  records  an  exception  to 
this  general  rule  in  which  one  of  the  ancestors  in  a  Milesian  genealogy 
Is  flatly  stated  to  have  been  a  god.  For  reference  to  fairies  see  Irish 

*  Fairy  and  Folk  Tales  (ed.  by  W.  B.  Yeats),  p.  1. 

35)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  pp.  49  and  52. 


Oj  90o«fclv«  tiyfiOiiB  iam  ai  MJ  nnliiAr  (dX 

Jl  WirAl  lo  »iimoO  »iii  ol  Ito  rio»a^»  ^  -^n^oq  aWJ  ebbaib 

*C  jor  .q 

bad  ajDiaio  ^aodw  lo  coMurJani  amoa  oaU  txfi  aiodT  (Tl 
T*£uo*JD9<qp  toom  .eoiol  qid«3rtl^ yilxloa  aealsdnavan  bsaqal 
xnoi!  aoJawlox^  nf>  lalls  »«>fiw  siftoarpoO  «d1  lo  tedi  exw  bnW  aidJ  lo  saaQ 
liaij^i  b^nataa  yj-isan  lol  qldaanid-rfjid  biU 

.dfiXI  di  yiM^d^id  fltmao^d  lonaoO'O  d^^ttoIiuT  n»dw  loiiod  aid!  oJ  mlsld  ^ 
.8ff£  Ji  JMuioil  oUiaO  oioS  sw  EaoasJani  lodJo  lot 

y"»  I  i  .  ,  ^aoyl  ndol  gt  , 

.eac  jq’jjaslsil  to_c»jeiH7»ilte9X  \f»nJl09D  («t 

;8I  .q  4  .loV ..latelU  'to  atgnnA  sriT  d»  itdJitOocM  .8  lo  asJoM  (0<,  ^ 

»U  viAtiA  bon  ;e81  .q  -boblOTl  *  .9Sv>l-W  .  • 

.18  >a  Jl  rifloK  lo  yunioO  »fli  oi  bnaJw  lo  ^dT 

M  .ra  lgg  Vo  ri^i^  ,»bYll  (It 

jioHiba  Hi!  ^bojiinl  UvosmbM  lo  YiotaiH  ^ziHuO  boiimM  (SS 

V  .q  , 


zsisnu^  lo  90sl»iq  tA)  oi  nolA/dilIttOO  £  ni  ,9byH  ajUbooG  .iC  [tt 
lioiia  A  .wiol  .W  .q  ;41x  .q  .»9^  djgti.^^lo  pi^iylT  Ma*" 

K\£  ;?S1  eW  .dc  St!  bJlb 


lo  ijiW  ♦fi't  ol  noilouboilal  adi  fan£  ;VS  .qq 

.bboT  .H  4  t«£ 
Midi  mU  AMW)9d  yiolliiol  aldi  lo  noi^ 


[»il  bily  D  lo 

9ib  xtirw  !K 


'Irv 


^ _  ___  _  lijilb  lol 

.88' .q  .boil oil  oiit^O  rrioa  M  eiAdJOKT 

aodliT  ai  ar?onoCl*0  odol  vd  bsloop  ji&U.^iQ  42  lo  bllJ  odT  (2S 

amolauO 

.bosisal  lol  aomfiii  uizl^tiA  odi  lo  d/i07  f®f 
sdl  lo  lioaaid  aWi  lo  «»vll£lns8siq«i.,Ya6M  yH  lo  BYii»}|*0  eriT  (TC 
)o  Ylmioo  YiU  woo  al  ladw  lo  tiaq  madjiioa  aril  boiquo^o  isl^  ^alloO  aaXO 
.eiaiaaM  loot  lo  «i  JbA  adT  ol  asloo  a'fl^vonoG'O  ndol  .^lommooeoH  jp 
- - ‘  '  ■^.ter  ,a*".Ai9hfui  ^ 

JH  gsM  bna  88  .q  ^lanl  oilioO  ,!iio;!oaM  aioZ  (BS 
jITI-OTI  .qq  lo  T5<oloo£donA  erit*  ,isiaUtp^il  .8  *A^’.H  (8£ 

.YiiuO'O  ang^S  .u  >101  fleiil  odl  ^  dlf^dlO  .8  .A 

lot  .(doffcilA  laboti)  ifalii  in<»ir.i!  A  erti  lo  eqiolai/O  bna  eijmi?£M_^ 
o/lol  ^vnH  Ml  oolilboos  iiiossiq  zji  ni  tiol  ^rii  Ic  aoildlnoBdiqai 
•W  .q  .008  ,a  !A  oi  a«aiT  ;  ^f)Ux£a  moil  bylyil 
ol  yilbioooA  .in  .q  i  ,loV  .fc Mil  .ivH'O  ndol 
baiiiiooo  laol  9fit  Al  ol  bonilsi  Inobibiii  sdll  ,aul  Urti  lo  aolaiav 

•o£i£do  a^iiewO  lot  .ja/d  loiaiujM  s  lo  lYinomoiso  noiaiovnoo^^odl  la 
ol  a^iofl  a'tt&IorjMO  byyvO  aoa  .lasmuDob  bio  on  moil  /192UI  8£  ,aDi|eii^ 

.q  .aiatasM  loot  adl  lo  8l£fliiA.ttf!f 

.small  aldl  io  miol  ovllinoj  sdl  fiOiS  boa  ovitBnimon  srfJ  eJ  oiS  Ul.^  ^ 
^laoJ  lo  TsUi^aab  sdl  aaw  ada  laitl  aslaJa  lo  dooft  9dT  . 

-joo81o  iB^wdiiio*  sill  Hi  bolauJia  aaw  ^oliiisi  si^odw  ^abaiiiaO  lo  jqlt 
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36)  R.  A.  S.  Macallster,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  pp.  225,  226. 

37)  Cenel  mate  Erca-,  i.e.  Descendants  of  the  son  of  Ere. 

38)  Alice  Stopford  Green,  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014, 

pp.  70-73.  The  quotation  has  been  condensed  and  supplementary  notes 
added  to  those  in  the  text. 

39)  "The  Battle  of  Ocha  (483)  was  singled  out  by  the  earliest 
chronicler  we  know,  Guana  (c.  609),  as  marking  one  of  the  leading 
epochs  in  old  Irish  history.  The  reign  of  Conchobor  mac  Nessa  in  the 
northern  Fifth;  the  reign  of  Cormac  at  Tara;  and  the  Battle  of  Ocha;  so 
he  reckoned  the  three  great  stages  of  the  story..."  A.  S.  Green,  History 
of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  68. 

40)  "In  every  Irish  state  the  succession  of  kings  followed  a  defi¬ 
nite  and  complicated  law  of  inheritance.  Under  this  law  a  great-grand¬ 
father,  his  sons,  grandsons  and  great-grandsons  -  four  generations  - 
constituted  a  derbflne.  or  true  family.  If  a  man  died  all  the  living  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  derbfine  to  which  he  belonged  became  his  heirs,  and  his 
property  was  divided  among  them  in  proportions  fixed  by  law.  When  the 
fifth  generation  came  forward  the  derbfine  was  subdivided  itself  into  a 
new  set  of  similar  groups,  the  head  of  each  being  a  son  of  the  man  who 
was  head  of  the  older  group,  on  whose  death  the  group  of  the  old  derbfine 
was  closed.  The  hand  was  the  symbol  of  the  derbfine,  the  palm  repre¬ 
senting  the  common  ancestor  and  the  joints  of  the  fingers  the  three 
generations  of  his  descendants.  ‘The  nail  in  front  of  the  fingers^  was 
the  proverbial  phrase  for  the  last  of  the  inheritors."  A.  S.  Green, 
History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  69. 

The  Irish  system  was  closer  to  the  Roman  than  to  the  English 
law  of  inheritance.  See  Edward  Gibbon,  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  490-491. 

41)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  pp.  190,  231. 

42)  Dal  Guinn  or  Siol  Guinn,  i.e.  the  Progeny  of  Gonn. 

43)  See  the  poems  of  Flann  Mainistrech  in  Archivium  Hibernicum, 
n,  pp.  50,  64,  75,  76. 

44)  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  pp.  173,  175;  The  Annals  of 
Clonmacnoise,  p.  529.  The  Annals  of  Ulster  have  the  following  entry 
for  the  year  533:  "The  drowning  of  Muirchertach  mac  Erca,  i.e. 
Muirchertach,  son  of  Muireadach,  son  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Niall  Nine- 
Hostager,  in  a  vat  full  of  wine  in  the  fort  of  Gletech  over  the  Boyne." 

45)  The  Rev.  John  Ryan  says  of  St.  Golumba:  "Born  at  Gartan  in 
Donegal  in  A.  D.  522,  he  came  of  the  noblest  lineage  in  the  land,  for  his 
father's  grandfather  was  Gonall  Gulban,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine 
Hostages,  and  his  mother's  grandfather  was  Fergus  mac  Erca,  who 
founded  the  Irish  kingdom  of  Dal  Riata  in  Scotland."  Ireland  from  the 
Earliest  Times  to  A.  D.  800,  pp.  91,  92. 

46)  A.  S.  Green,  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  101 4.  p.  132. 

47)  For  information  about  St.  Garnech  see  John  O'Donovan's  notes 
to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters.  Vol.  VI,  p.  2426;  Rev.  Thomas 
Walsh,  The  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Ireland;  Bishop  Moran's  notes  to 
Archdall  s  Monasticon  Hibernicum^  p.  313.  A  poem  in  The  Book  of 
Fenagh  (p.  313)  makes  reference  to  St.  Garnech's  connection  with 
Drumleene  (JDruim  Lighean)  and  to  the  tribute  owing  to  his  monastery 
from  that  territory,  in  which  he  had  been  given  land  by  his  aunt  Erca, 
mother  of  Murkertac  mac  Erca. 
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48)  In  his  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John  O^Dugan,  etc., 
John  O^Donovan  gives  the  dates  for  forty-six  eponymous  ancestors  of 
Milesian  septs.  Of  these  six  lived  before  A.  D.  900;  twenty-two  during 
the  tenth  century;  seventeen  during  the  eleventh  century,  and  one  after 
the  year  1100.  The  earliest  on  his  list  is  the  eponym  of  the  O^Clerys, 
who  flourished  about  A.  D.  850,  and  the  latest  is  the  ancestor  of  the 
MacEochys,  who  died  in  1290. 

Unfortunately  one  of  the  most  prolific  writers  on  Irish  sur¬ 
names,  John  O^Hart,  author  of  Irish  Pedigrees,  fell  into  the  error  of 
ascribing  the  origin  of  Milesian  family  names  to  progenitors  of  an 
impossibly  early  date.  In  his  own  case  he  gives  Art,  son  of  Conn  of  the 
Hundred  Battles,  as  eponymous  ancestor  of  his  family.  Following 
0*Kart's  example,  other  writers  of  the  nineteenth  century,  such  as 
B.  W.  DeCourcy  (Genealogical  History  of  the  Milesian  Families  of 
Ireland)  and  John  Rooney  (Genealogical  History  of  Irish  Families),  made 
the  same  mistake.  Although  the  above  mentioned  writers,  and  others  of 
their  contemporaries,  did  much  to  arouse  interest  in  a  subject  then 
little  known,  and  served  a  useful  purpose  by  collecting  and  preserving 
records  that  might  otherwise  have  been  lost  or  overlooked,  their  books 
should  be  read  with  caution.  They  all  attempted  an  almost  impossible 
task  In  trying  to  cover  the  broad  field  of  Irish  surnames  and  family 
history  at  a  time  when  too  little  information  was  available  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Each  Irish  surname  presents  a  separate,  and  frequently  a  difficult 
and  involved  problem  in  itself.  Only  after  many  individual  studies  of 
Irish  septs  have  been  made  will  it  be  possible  for  some  future  historian 
to  compile  a  trustworthy  book  of  the  kind  that  these  pioneers  attempted. 

49)  C.  L.  Ewen,  A  History  of  the  Surnames  of  the  British  Isles, 

p.  18;  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  pp.  118,  119;  John 
o'Hart.  Irish  Pedigrees.  Vol.  I,  p.  187. 

50)  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe.  Irish  Names  and  Surnames;  C.  L.  Ewen, 

A  History  of  the  Surnames  of  the  British  Isles,  p.  18. 

51)  Feradach  is  the  nominative  and  Feradaig  the  genitive  form  of 
the  name.  For  references  to  these  sub-clans  see  notes  of  B.  MacCarthy 
to  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  59,  62,  63;  also  Edmund  Hogan, 
Onomasticon  Goedelicum,  under  the  several  headings. 

52)  In  Celtic  Ireland  (p.  124),  Eoin  MacNeill  says  that  before  the 
Ulster  plantation  the  chief  landed  nobility  in  this  territory  "belonged  to 
the  sub -septs  of  Cenel  Eoghain,  such  as  Cenel  mBinnig,  Cenel  Feradaig, 
Cenel  maic  Erca,  etc." 

53)  "The  creation  of  overlords  was  a  staple  part  of  the  policy  of 
Irish  kings  from  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century  until  the  middle  of 
the  sixteenth.  In  most  cases  the  new  lord  was  a  member  of  the  king^s 
family."  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  178. 

54)  Maelfithrigh,  slain  629;  Muldoon,  slain  681;  Fergal,  slain  722. 
The  Annals  of  Ulster. 

55)  Quotations  from  a  Middle  Irish  tract  given  in  A.  S.  Green, 
History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  290. 

'  56)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celti^reland,  p.  132. 

57)  According  to  The  Book  of  Rights,  (p.  36),  about  the  year  A.  D. 
1000  Tullaghoge  was  the  seat  of  a  branch  of  the  Clan  Owen  whose  ruler 
was  eligible  to  the  high-kingship. 

58)  See  Map  HI,  in  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland. 

59)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland,  pp.  124,  125. 
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60)  Eoln  MacNelll,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  328. 

61)  Eoln  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  265. 

62)  The  Clan  Owen  provided  thirteen  hl^h-kings  and  the  Clan 
Conall  eight.  Seventeenth  high-kings  were  furnished  by  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Descendants  of  Niall.  Arthur  Ua  Clertgh,  The  History  of 
Ireland  to  the  Coming  of  Henry  II,  pp.  416,  417. 

63)  The  Annals  of  th^^our  Masters. 

64)  For  a  good  account  of  the  work  done  by  these  missionaries 

see  Chapters  XXVIII  and  XXDC  in  The  Story  of  the  Irish  Race,  by  Seamus 
MacManus.  For  Armagh  as  an  educational  centre  see  Rev.  John  Ryan, 
Ireland  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  A.  D.  800,  p.  110.  On  p.  183  of 
A.  S.  Green,  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  there  is  a  map  showing 
the  location  of  these  missions. 

65)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  250. 

66)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  255. 

67)  R.  A.  S.  Macalister,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  p.  337. 

68)  John  O^Donovan's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 

A.  D.  915. 

69)  T.  F.  O  Rahilly,  Measgra  Danta. 

70)  See  John  O^Donovan,  in  letters  dated  Sept.  30,  1835;  Oct.  1, 1835; 
and  Oct.  4,  1835,  in  Ordnance  Survey  Letters,  Co.  Donegal;  also  John 
0*Donovan^s  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  Vol.  VI,  pp.  2426- 
2427.  The  mensal  land  of  Druim  Lighean  (Drumleene)  is  referred  to  in 

a  poem  on  p.  313  of  The  Book  of  Fenagh.  ^  ^ 

John  0*Donovan  says  that  Drumleene  was  located  in  Tir  Enna, 
but  even  so  great  a  scholar  as  O^ Donovan  was  liable  to  occasional 
errors,  as  he  would  have  been  the  first  to  admit.  As  Mr.  James  E. 
McGuire  points  out,  from  its  description  the  land  of  the  Men  of  Drum¬ 
leene  would  appear  to  have  been  situated  somewhat  to  the  south  of  Tir 
6nna  in  Mag  Itha,  wMch  in  Eochaidh^s  day  was  Clan  Owen  territory. 

'  Both  Mag  Itha  and  Tir  Enna  (the  latter  being  land  assigned  to  Enna  in 
the  fifth  century)  were  afterwards  seized  by  the  Clan  Conall. 

71)  For  the  interpretation  of  passages  in  the  annals  indicating  the 
probable  date  when  Munterevlin  was  first  occupied  by  the  ancestors  of 
the  O* Devlins,  the  author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty,  to  Mr. 
James  E.  McGuire,  and  through  Mr.  Rafferty  to  Dr.  James  Hogan.  For 
further  information  on  this  subject  see  the  latter's  article  The  Ua 
Briain  Kingship  in  Telach  Oc  (Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy, 

XL,  Sect.  C,  pp.  186-254.) 

72)  In  the  genealogies  of  The  Book  of  Bally  mote,  the  name  of  the 
eponymous  ancestor  is  spelled  in  three  ways,  i.e.  Dobholen,  Doibhilen, 
and  Dobhailen.  In  The  Bode  of  Lecan  only  the  form  Doibhilen  is  given, 
and  in  MacFirbts  it  appears  both  as  Doibhilen  and  Dobhuilen.  The  form 
in  O'Clery's  Genealogy  is  Dobhoilen.  (See  Appendix  I  to  this  volume 
for  complete  genealogies).  Particular  as  we  are  of  spelling  at  the 
present  day,  it  seems  almost  incredible  that  three  different  spellings  of 
the  Irish  form  of  Devlin  should  appear  at  such  short  intervals  in  The 
Book  of  Bally  mote,  and  two  in  the  Genealogies  of  MacFirbis,  but  Mr. 
Rafferty  says  that  this  sort  of  laxity  is  common  enough  in  compilations 
of  this  kind. 

Speaking  of  the  different  spellings  of  the  name,  Dr.  Eoin  N!ac- 
Neill  has  written  the  author  that,  "The  first  two  syllables  must  repre¬ 
sent  three  syllables  of  an  earlier  date.  If  they  represented  two,  the 
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name  would  be  Dolbhle'n,  that  is  the  second  syllable  would  lose  its 
vowel  when  another  syllable  followed."  If  Dr.  MacNeill  is  correct  in 
his  opinion,  any  etymology  of  the  name  would  be  mere  conjecture,  since 
we  have  no  knowledge  of  the  missing  syllable. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Rev.  John  Ryan,  Professor  of  Early  and 
Mediaeval  History  at  University  College,  Dublin,  believes  that  the 
etymology  is  Do-bhail-en.  Bail  means  "prosperity"  (the  "h"  is  merely 
a  sign  that  the  "b"  is  aspirated);  do  is  the  pejorative  prefix  used  com¬ 
monly  to  form  an  epithet;  en  is  usually  a  diminutive  suffix,  but  not 
necessarily  so  in  personal  names.  Accordingly  the  whole  name  would 
mean  "the  unprosperous  one".  Dr.  Ryan  points  out  that  many  early 
Irish  names  were  by  no  means  flattering,  and  this  is  true  also  of  many 
old  Latin  names.  Examples  of  this  kind  of  names  are  contained  in 
books  on  Irish  etymology  by  P.  W.  Joyce  and  the  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe. 
Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  agrees  with  Dr.  Ryan  that  this  is  probably  the 
true  meaning  of  the  name.  This  derivation  accords  precisely  with  the 
form  Dobhailen  in  The  Book  of  Bally  mote,  and  very  nearly  with 
Dobhuilen  in  MacFirbis  and  Dobhoilen  in  O^Clery. 

In  his  Surnames  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Henry  Harrison  gives 
the  following  rather  fanciful  etymology:  "Devlin  (Celtic)  for  the  Irish 
O  Dobhailen  -  Descendant  of  Dobhalen  -  raging  valour  (Dobh=boisterous, 
raging,  plus  al  for  gal=valour,  plus  the  diminutive  suffix  ^.)"  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Irish  etymologists,  epithets  denoting  mental  qualities  such  as 
bravery  or  fierceness,  and  diminutive  or  pet  names,  were  frequently 
employed  by  the  ancient  Irish,  but  there  is  no  form  of  the  name  in  Irish, 
either  in  the  genealogies  or  annals,  that  contains  a  "g",  consequently 
this  etymology  seems  unlikely. 

Both  B.  W.  DeCourcy,  in  his  Genealogical  History  of  the 
Milesian  Families  of  Ireland,  p.  36,  and  John  Rooney,  in  his  Genealog¬ 
ical  History  of  Irish  Families,  p.  341,  give  "defiance"  as  the  meaning 
of  Devlin  in  Irish.  Neither  of  these  writers  gives  the  etymology  in 
detail.  It  is  possible  that  they  based  their  deduction  on  the  similarity 
of  sound  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  word  for  "defiance"  to  one  method  of 
pronouncing  the  surname,  but  as  Mr.  Rafferty  points  out,  the  spelling  of 
dubhshlan  (defiance)  is  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  Devlin  in  any  of  its 
Irish  forms.  (In  this  case  Rooney,  whose  book  is  of  a  popular  rather 
than  a  scholarly  sort,  probably  took  his  etymology  from  DeCourcy.) 

In  his  Irish  Family  Names,  p.  33,  Patrick  Kelly  says  that  the 
name  is  derived  from  the  diminutive  of  dhobhail,  meaning  one  who 
daubs,  plasters,  a  dauber.  Mr.  Rafferty  says  of  this  etymology:  "There 
is  no  such  word  in  Irish  as  ‘dhobhail',  but  there  is  a  word  ‘dobail', 
meaning  plastering  or  daubing,  which  has  no  connection  with  the 
surname." 

In  Surnames  (p.  22),  Ernest  Weekley  says  that  Devlin  is 
derived  from  the  Irish  form  of  the  city  of  Dublin  (Dubhlinn  meaning 
"black  water").  The  same  etymology  is  given  by  A.  W.  Dellquist  in 
These  Names  of  Ours,  p.  105;  and  by  H.  A.  Long  in  The  Names  We 
•Bear,  p.  139.  Such  a  derivation  is  manifestly  impossible,  so  far  as  the 
Tyrone  Devlins  are  concerned,  for  reasons  advanced  in  the  appendix  to 
this  volume  dealing  with  the  Devlins  of  Leinster. 

Most  absurd  of  all  derivations  so  far  encountered  is  that  of 
H.  A.  Long  in  Personal  and  Family  Names,  p.  114.  He  says:  "Eve 
(British)  is  from  Aoiffe,  daughter  of  Lear,  whence  Evelyn  from  which 
Devlin.  Devlin  is  identical  with  Dublin  by  chance  coincidence." 
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.laJaaiSki  Jo  sell  rilrw  ^^Itsb  amulov 

to  Itril  ai  bsialni^ons.  itl  oe  aaoiJtviiab  iU  lo  biuadt  laoM 
ava®  ‘4;yta  sH  sktt\q  bat  itnoeia^  ni  ^noJ  .A  .H  | 


to 


-  .fc^ijjgK  ? _ _ _ ... 

rtoiilwmoil  nylava  sonariw  lo  islrij^utt  .^lloA  moil  W  (riallliflO 

.aonabianJoo  eoaiato  yd  nltddO  dliw  itoiln'abi  ai  oilvaC  nilvaa 
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The  first  Instances  of  the  use  of  Devlin  in  any  of  its  Irish  forms 
date  from  the  late  ninth  and  early  tenth  centuries,  when  it  appears  three 
times  in  the  annals.  No  earlier  records  of  its  use  have  been  encountered 
either  in  the  genealogies  or  in  the  annals.  About  the  time  that  Devlin 
first  appears,  some  Norse  names  such  as  Roghnall,  Sitric,  etc.,  were 
adopted  by  the  Irish.  In  the  case  of  a  name  whose  etymology  is  so 
uncertain,  there  is  an  inclination  to  give  it  a  foreign  origin,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  valid  reason  for  ascribing  such  a  derivation  to  Devlin. 

73)  According  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  it  was  the  name 
of  the  Sligo  O^Devlins^  eponymous  ancestor,  who  died  in  885.  The  same 
annals  give  it  as  the  name  of  a  chief  of  the  Hy  Meith  Macha,  a  branch  of 
the  Clan  Colla  in  Monaghan,  in  the  ninth  century,  and  they  cite  an 
instance  of  its  use  by  a  cleric  in  the  country  of  the  Clanna  Rury  (in 
eastern  Ulster),  who  died  in  901.  For  obvious  geographical  and  genea¬ 
logical  reasons  none  of  the  above  could  have  been  an  ancestor  of  the 
Tyrone  Devlins. 

74)  See  note  48  to  this  chapter. 

75)  Garbh  is  the  nominative  and  Gairbh  the  genitive  form  of  this 
name. 

76)  Donnghal  is  the  nominative  and  Donnghaile  the  genitive;  the 
English  form  Donnelly  being  derived  from  the  latter.  For  alternative 
explanations  of  O^Garve  the  author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  James  E.  McGuire. 

77)  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe,  Irish  Names  and  Surnames,  p.  33. 

78)  See  Appendix  II  for  information  about  the  Sligo  O^Devlins. 

79)  Rev.  John  Ryan,  Ireland  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  A.  D.  800, 
p.  94. 

80)  Edmund  Curtis,  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  (under  De  Lacy). 

81)  After  a  study  of  the  MacLougnlin  genealogy,  Mr.  James  E. 
McGuire  concludes  that  they  were  probably  descended  from  Domnall  of 
Dabhall. 

82)  See  The  Scottish  Clans  and  Their  Tartans,  also  Dugald 
Mitchell,  History  of  the  Highlands  and  Gaelic  Scotland,  under  MacLachlan. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  U 


1)  From  Thomas  Matthews,  The  O* Neills  of  Ulster,  Vol.  II,  p.  98. 
In  his  translation  Matthews  gives  the  Irish  form  of  O' Devlin  as  O 
Dubhlin,  but  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  has  examined  John  O^Donovan^s 
edition  of  this  poem  (Miscellany  of  the  Celtic  Society,  Dublin,  1849, 
Vol.^I,  p.  173),  and  finds  that  the  nominative  form  of  the  surname  would 
be  O  Duibhlln,  for  discussion  of  which  see  first  page  of  Appendix  V. 
"Banquet",  in  the  poem,  is  only » the  editor’s  guess  as  to  the  meaning  of 
a  word  that  is  illegible  in  the  manuscript.  For  Irish  form  of  Godfrey, 
see  P.  W.  Joyce,  The  Origin  and  History  of  Irish  Names  of  Places, 

p.  164. 

2)  A.  S.  Green,  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  355. 

Olaf  the  White’s  descendants  settled  in  Iceland,  where  they 

married  into  the  family  of  Gudrid,  who,  according  to  the  sagas,  accom¬ 
panied  her  husband  Karlsefni  to  America  in  1020,  and  there  gave  birth 


toi 


^  I 


rFi 


tcBio)  ifAloI  all  1o  ^oji  ol  tfiW^  lo  dfttf  sdl  lo  a^dCLfileal  iaill  »dT 
^idl  aiiieqqii  H  iiafiw  dlasl  ^  moil  9i£b 

bai9-'^UK)Oito  nadd  svfid  &aui  ali  )o  aMooai  <oV(  .alsiins  Mil  nl  29iofS 

B  ffiW»q  ifirii  amll  mU  JdckIA  .aliiimr.  odi  nl  to  eai^l^ono^  odi  fii  ledlla 
,<0Jo  ,0ItII2  ,Uimd9>M  ajy  doua  eoman  oaioM  ooxob  ^aiaoqqs  laiA 
OB  8l  Y^lom  Yl^  »80dw  omjfio  m  lo  98£0  odi  nl  «ff8HI  erti  ^  bsJqobs 
aTSfil  lud  ^1^10  n^siol  b  II  ovi^  ol  noiifioiloixi  os  at  oiadl  ^alisono 
.oifvoQ  01  floiiailio^^A  dous  ^oldHoaa  lol  noajBai  bilav  on  od  ol  am 99a 
Mosji  9rtl  asw  fi  ,at9lgiit  wH  adl  lo  sI^nnA  9dT  ol  yilbroooA  (CV 
-  '’smita  oriT  .5B8  nTb3bairiRr^T55?S^  ex'omtnoqa  'aoMv^a'O  oslI8  odi  lo 
lo  donaid  a  tadoaM  riiidti  tH  Mil  lo  Ifildo  a  lo  boum  odi  aa  II  orl^  alanna 
oa  9li9  ^9^  bna  .yiolnoo  dlnia  odi  nl  ^d^aooM  nl  alioD  nalO  sdl 
nl}  ynuH  armaiO  odJ  lo  yilmioo  adr^nl  olislo  a  yd  oair  all  lo  'sonalaol 
-A^noj)  bna  Ia3fdqai;ip9^  eooivdo  lot  ,IOt  al  bolb  odv  ,(i9l8fU  niolsao 
9til  k)  loleoooa  na  aaod  9vad  bfooo  avoda  iMil  lo  anon  anoaaai  laolyil 

.enllYea  saoiyT 

*  »"•  -*  .lalqailo  aldi  ol  8>  olon  998  (W 

eldl  lo  miol  dvlllna^  adl  ddiJaO  bna  dYilaolinoii  odi  el  ddiaO  (8T 

''  rv.  J  .sman 

9dl  ;9vllln99  9di  oliariyinoG  bna  dYllanlmen  »dl  al  ladynoO  (8t 
•vlianislia  lol  .lollai  atU  motl  bsvliob  snlod  yL'-jnooGmrol  deil;^3 
.ailxiOoM  *3  eomal  .iM  ol  baldsbnl  ai  icdltia  9iH  oYiaO'O  lo  anoilaaalqxs 
,£E  ,q  tEamcniAiS  boa  aamaK  riaiil  ,dlliioW  ibiiia^  (Tt 
.anllyoQ'O  ogilS  erli  iuoda  noll^T^i  iol  U  albnaqqA  99S  (BT 
,008  M  .A  ol  29mlT  laaJJiaS  aril  moil  bnalSTl  ,naxH  ndol 

.t’Q  ^ 

•(yoaJ  oQ  isboo}  ,b<T&l9Tl  igvoalbdil  lo  T^leljt  «all*mO  bnomba  (08 
B9caa(  •ifi  I aiiojifjodsiMm  M  lo  ybula  a  lellA  (18 


lo  lianmoC  moil  bsbasoaab  yldadoiq  91 9W  yadi  Udi  EThidonoo  orliiOoM 

'’^v  .Xlfiddaa 

biaapC  oala  ,aiialTfiT  iloriT  bna  analO  iiilllr>!rfliitT  998  (S8 
•itaido&JoaM  lai^  ^bnallooS  otlsaP  bna  albnclriRUl^p^l  Id^oleJH  ,ll^alll€ 
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z:rr  * 


'  V  i 
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.  I"'  ’ 

li  HawAHO  or  aaroH 

Aii  v'y.^  ill 


.  -j 


*  »i#'  i 


’  ■» 


88  01  41  4oy  ,T9li^  Id  alllsH^O  adT  ^wsdllaM  aamodT  raoT3  '(1 

^  BB  ftilvsCl'O  k)  miol  daiil  »dl  c^Yi|}  awad^taM  noilalahail  aid  nl 
a'navoAoC'O  niS&t  bonimaxa  ead  yliollaH  90fl9i9T''.iM  lod  .nUddoC 
,8 ►81  fTilidoCl  .ylffoog  olllsp  odi  lo  roailyalM)  n!9oq  aldl  lo  iioiiib9 
bitto9  aaiBatya  odi  lo  miol  9Yllaoit9on  odi itiif  abnll  bna 

jubnaqqA  k>  osaq  ierJl  99a  d^ldw  lo  f&oiaeuDBib  lol  ^ilddbrG  O  9d 
lo  odl  ol  Ba  aa^u^  a'loiibs  9dl  yino  al  ^9oq  siU  ni  /IsupaaS" 

,Y6TtboQ  k)  mTol  daiil  lol  VlqIaoauAam  9dl  ni  eldlsfklil'ai  ladi  biow  a 
,a|^oa(<l  lo  affna^  delil  lo  yroiaiH  tog  nlaliQ  odl^^t^Yol  -W  99a 

«  ..  .88t  ,q  >101  ol  olalHBS  tioBiXfl  ,09910  *8  .A*  (S 

ysdl  9T9dw  ,Ml90l  niK3HB8ltiaMK^9£^'‘9^  adi  laK) 

-ffioooa  ,aa^a8  ddl  oi  jjnilxtoooB  ,odw  4>lTbuO'lo  ylicnal  sdl  olai  b9liiaca 
dtiid  9va)  9i9dj  bna  ,0£0I  oi  aoii^tnA  ol  Jaladiiall  beaded  i9d  boinaq 


y 


.bV: 


<  .L  VW ktis-. 
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to  the  first  white  child  known  to  have  been  born  on  American  soil. 

G.  M.  Gather ne -Hardy,  The  Norse  Discoverers  of  America,  pp.  18-20. 
For  descent  of  Olaf  the  White  see  Hjalmar  H.  Boyesen,  Norway, 
pp.  40,  45. 

3)  In  The  Story  of  the  Irish  Race,  pp.  183,  186,  Seamas  Mac- 
Manus  says  of  these  hereditary  poets:  "The  chief  duties  of  his 'office, 
as  king's  hle'^  were  to  keep  in  verse  the  historical,  genealogical  and 
legal  records;  to  prepare  for  the  public  special  poetic  accounts  of  par¬ 
ticular  actions  in  which  the  people  were  engaged;  and  to  sing  the  feats 
of  the  champions,  the  hospitality  of  the  princes  and  the  charms  of  the 
women." 

The  Irish  bards  were  regarded  by  the  English  as  "inspirers 
of  rebellion".  The  following  is  amusing  as  a  hostile  account  of  their 
profession  by  an  English  author,  taken  from  Smythe's  Information  for 
Ireland  (1561):  "If  there  is  anye  man  descended  of  the  septs  of  O's  and 
Macs  and  half  a  dowsen  about  them,  then  will  they  make  him  a  rime, 
wherein  they  will  commend  his  father,  and  his  aunchestours,  nowmbrying 
howe  many  heads  they  have  cut  of,  howe  many  townes  they  have  burned, 
howe  many  virgins  they  have  de floured,  howe  many  notable  murthers 
they  have  done,  and  in  the  ende  they  will  compare  them  to  Anniball,  or 
Scipio  or  Hurcules  or  some  other  famous  person;  wherewithal!  the  pore 
foole  runs  madde  and  thinkes  indeed  it  is  so."  (Quoted  in  E.  Boyd 
Barrett,  The  Great  O'Neill,  p.  18.) 

4)  James  F.  Kenney,  The  Sources  for  the  Ecclesiastical  History 
of  Ireland.  Vol.  I,  pp.  20,  21.  The  other  bardic  sept  in  Tyrone  were  the 
O'Gnives,  whose  name  has  been  anglicized  as  Agnew. 

5)  Thomas  Matthews,  The  Q^Neills  of  Ulster,  Vol.  II,  p.  98. 

6)  Edmund  Curtis,  A  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  (1st  edition), 

p.  45. 

7)  John  O'Donovain's  notes  to  The  ATmals  of  the  Four  Masters. 

Vol.  U,  p.  582. 

8)  E.  Barrett  Boyd,  The  Great  O'Neill. 

9)  John  o' Donovan's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 

Vol.  V,  p.  1404. 

10)  John  O'Donovan's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 

Vol.  VI,  pp.  2426,  2427. 

11)  The  Civil  Survey  of  Ireland  (1654-1656)  gives  the  names  of  no 
Devlin  landholders  in  the  barony  of  Dungannon,  where  their  former 
territory  was  situated. 

12)  According  to  the  oral  tradition  of  Tyrone  as  related  by  Mr. 

John  Devlin  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Devlin,  who  were  both  born  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Munterevlin.  Although  no  written  corroboration  of  this 
tradition  has  been  found,  it  is  obvious  that  the  O'Devlins  occupied  a 
privileged  position  in  the  entourage  of  O'Neill,  and  may  very  well  have 
figured  in  ceremonies  such  as  those  accompanying  an  inauguration  as 
Sword-bearers. 

13)  Notes  of  Owen  Connelan  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 

■p.  66;  and  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  pp.  114-117. 

14)  The  Book  of  Clandeboy,  p.  45.  This  translation  was  very 
kindly  made  for  the  author  by  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty,  in  consultation  with 
Professor  Tadhg  cT Donnehadha,  of  University  College,  Cork. 
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’  ^  JiDtt  iiAOtisaA  HQ  ft9^  firstf  ol  nwoai  i>ilrid  dliiiw  ^a'xll  sfU  ol 


.Ot-flt  .qq  ^HaicA  \o  »(iT  «!<  #0 

^fasnoH  «ii^9Xofi  tMJAUi  s^lilW  IsK)  lo  J093e9l> 

<0^  ‘QQ 

•d«M  .qq  .^jillgjRiTl  s^iil  to  ol  (C 

,99itlo'8iri  )o  Hi4o  !!iftT<'  |Blpq  aunsM  r, 

V  boa  lg^;f>la9flai  JsoiWlBid  sstov  nl  qsai  ol  siaw  >Jil  a'isli  aa 
•taq  lo  ^ii^u/osda  oitaoq  'jUauq  adl  lo!  eiaq^tq  ol  jabioooi  fa^al 

alaa)  ^dJ  )flla  oi  JMa  aiaw  oiqoaq  9<U  doidw  oi  aooiloa  lalaoH 

aiU  )o  uRiadD  9dl  boa  aaooi^q  lo  t^iallqaod  adl  ,&Aoiq0iaiio  adi  lo 

^  •'.flOfllOW 

aiaiiqafii**  am  stds  xd  bobia^i  aiaw  abiad  lialil  adT 

ilarit  )o  imioooa  aliiaoti  i  aa  yoiaiiiiia  a)  yria^oilol  aiiT  .^noiUddoi  )p  { 

lol  noiljmnoli^  a'aitixm£  ^q*i!  noAai  ^aodJifa  dailina  os  yd  noieaaloiiii 
boa  e'O  lo  ilq»«  sdi  k>  babnaoisab  as«i  ai  aisiU  11**  :(£9j!X)  bnalyyl 
,9ai/'i  a  mid  aiam  xadi  liiw  aadi  ^nadi  ivoda  naawob  a  Had  bna  aoaM 
anix^dfflvoci  ,anuoleod3fiua  aid  boa  ti^la)  aid  boamisod  lUw  x^diol^iodw 
^octoud  avari  xadj  aao^i  ynam  awod  4o  iua  «vad  abaatl  xiuutt  awod  ’ 

aiadtuiflz  aldalcm  xo^uo  avod  .baTooHab  avad  xadi  aai^^iiy  yiiam  awo4  .  .Ji\ 
10  ,liadinnA  oi  madi  aiaqiooo  Uiw  xadi  abaa  adi  ol  baa  ,aoob  avad 
aioq  wU  iiadihraiadw  ;aoaiaq  ajjomai  ladio  amoa  to  zsIodivH  lo  oiqiod 
bxofi  .a  fli  baiof/p)  *'.oa  ai  11  baaboi  aainidi  boa  abbam  axuii  aloo) 

(^1  .q  iaaiO  adT  ,ileiiafi 

rioiaiH  laoilaalaaijoa  adl  io>  aa-jiKoS  adT  ,x*nc^^  aamal  (b 
adi  naw  anoixT  ni  Jqaa  olftad  ladJo  adT  •!£  ,0&  .qq  4  rloV  Jjo ala'll  lo 

•wanfA  aa  baaiaiiaaa  naad  aad  amaii  aaodw  ,aaviaO v 
.IS  .q  4X  *^07  .'laiatli  }o  aiJjaH adT  .awodiJaM  aamodT  (8 
,(flolitf>a  lal)  JwKiail  UvaaibaM  io  vioiaHt  A  ,BiiaifO  bmiflibS  (d 

^  “  •II  ^q  oM 

'  *^aiaald  tuo%  adi  lo  alaniTA  adT  oi  aaxMi  a'/vU'voaoG'O  adol 

,m  .q  41 

ia^iO  adT  ,bxr>flL  lin-ufi  .3  (I 

^UdiM  1110^  adl  lo  alarm  A  adT  03  a^ioA  aWTonoC'O  odol  ~ 

.1011  .q  ,v  .lov 

.aT-^iaald  Toof  adi  lo  aiaaaA  adT  ol  aaioa  aWaonod'O  adol  (Oi 

.rsis  ,l£lt  .qq  4V  .loV  m 
on  lo  aamaa  adl  aavia  (IIIX-MOi)  ^  ^ 

laffliol  Tiad)  aiadw  .iioonayiti^ lo  qniad  ^  at  aiabioili>^l  allToQ 

.balaiiiia  aaw  xioliiial 

•iM  xd  aa  aao*txT  lo  oollibail  iaio  adi  ol  snibioooA  (SI 

laaoioaia  adl  oi  niod  lii^  aiaw  odw  ^vaCl  .0  *1  nG  boa  nliyaG  ndot 
p  aidi  lo  noiiaaodotaoo  aaiilrw  on  dsoodllA  .ailvoismoli  lo  aoiahrlb 
a  halqi^boo  anilvad'O  adl  iadi  atioivxio  ai  li  «bfuiol  ipad  aad  noilibaii 
avad  liaw  xray  x^  4JiaVi*Q  lo  a;^iuoJina  adl  ai  ooiliaoq  ba^iWiiHl  f 
aa  aoiirtoiiiaai  oa  yxixaaqmoDoa  aeodi  aa  doua  aainomaioo  oi  baiaiil 

r  ^  , 31  aiaad- blows 

,aialart|P^l  aUimA  adT  oi  qalamioO  aawO  lo  eaXiM  (€1  a 

•T t i'^tir^Sq  V  TO>iiidlt  node  A  .aox^l  *W  .q  bmf  ;dl  .q‘ 

Xiav  caw  hdiSiaiiaii  aidT  .cl  .q  .todafanUD  lo  iopg  adT  fll 
diiw  noJiaiiuanoo  oi  ^xiiallaH  aonaiaT  .iM  xd  lodiiip  a^  ydil  jjbaos^x^’Ald 
.dioO  «as^oO  xitaiavinU  lo  «adbaiibaao<IO  ylbaTiiosaaVt^ 
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15)  John  O* Donovan's  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John 
O'Dugan,  etc.,  p.  xlx;  B.  MacCarthy's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  Ulster. 

Vol.  IV,  p.  238;  John  O'Hart's  Irish  Pedigrees.  Vol.  I,  p.  822;  and 
Seamas  MacCall,  And  So  Began  The  Irish  Nation,  449. 

16)  The  o' Donnellys'  contribution  to  O'NeTll's  forces  has  already 
been  given.  According  to  John  Rooney,  in  The  Genealogical  History  of 
Irish  Families  (in  the  section  of  his  book  devoted  to  the  O' Hagans),  it 
is  stated  that  the  latter  furnished  O'Neill  with  100  infantrymen  and  30 
cavalrymen,  and  the  O'Quinns  supplied  80  foot  and  20  horse.  (See 
Owen  Connelan's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  p.  659.) 

17)  Notes  of  Owen  Connelan  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters. 
p.  66;  and  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  pp.  114-117. 
Writing  in  1596,  the  English  poet  Edmund  Spenser  pays  this  tribute  to 
the  Irish  cavalry;  "I  have  heard  some  greate  warriours  say  that  in  all 
the  services  which  they  had  seen  abroade  in  forrayne  countreys,  they 
never  saw  a  more  comely  horseman  than  the  Irish  man,  nor  that  cometh 
on  more  bravely  in  his  charge."  Quoted  by  Thomas  E.  Healy  in 
"Ireland  at  Play",  in  The  Glories  of  Ireland. 

18)  For  the  subject  of  totemism  and  present  day  Irish  surnames 
said  to  be  of  totemistic  origin,  see  Seamas  MacCall,  And  So  Began  the 
Irish  Nation,  p.  59. 

The  Devlin  coat  of  arms,  as  hereafter  described,  is  entered 
at  the  Office  of  Arms,  Dublin  Castle,  and  appears  in  the  illustrated 
plates  in  Burke's  General  Armoury,  and  in  those  attached  to  the  books 
of  o'Hart,  DeCourcy  and  Rooney;  also  in  Patrick  Kelly's  Irish  Family 
Names,  p.  33,  and  as  a  frontispiece  to  the  first  edition  of  this  book. 
Their  original  form  seems  to  be  that  found  in  A  Genealogical  History 
of  the  Milesian  Families  of  Ireland  (No.  190),  by  B.  W.  DeCourcy;  in 
The  Genealogical  History  of  Irish  Families  (Plate  No.  47),  by  John 
Rooney;  and  as  reproduced  in  the  first  edition  of  this  book,  although 
there  are  numerous  variations  in  colors  to  distinguish  separate 
branches  of  the  family.  According  to  the  authorities  just  mentioned, 
these  arms  are  blazoned  as  follows:  "Azure,  a  Celtic  cross  argent 
between  three  mullets  of  the  last.  Crest:  a  griffin  passant  gules. 

Motto:  Crux  mea  Stella."  The  arms  portrayed  in  Burke's  General 
Armoury  are  those  of  Jeremiah  Devlin,  a  wealthy  New  York  merchant 
of  the  last  century.  They  are:  "Azure,  a  Celtic  cross  or  between  three 
mullets  argent.  Crest:  a  griffin  passant  gules,  charged  on  the  shoulder 
with  a  cross  or.  Motto;  Crux  mea  Stella."  Also  in  the  Office  of  Arms, 
Dublin  Castle,  are  the  arms  of  Richard  Develin,  a  participant  in  the 
Rebellion  of  1798,  granted  to  his  descendants.  (Vol.  N,  Folio  57  of 
Grants  and  Confirmations.)  They  are:  "Azure,  a  Celtic  cross  argent 
between  three  mullets  of  the  last.  Crest:  a  griffin  passant  gules,  wings 
addorsed  azure,  mantled  gules,  doubled  argent.  Motto:  Crux  mea 
Stella.". 

In  non-heraldic  terms  these  arms  may  be  described  as  follows: 
1.  The  shield  is  always  blue.  2°.  In  the  centre  of  the  shield  always 
appears  a  Celtic  cross  that  is  in  form  like  a  Latin  cross,  with  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  arms  and  the  trunk  enclosed  in  a  circle.  The  cross  is 
usually  silver,  but  sometimes  gold.  (According  to  some  authorities  the 
circle  of  the  Celtic  cross  is  believed  to  be  a  symbol  of  eternity,  but- 
Professor  Macalister  says  that  it  represents  "a  halo  of  glory  around 
the  cross  and  the  figure  upon  it."  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  (p.  327).) 
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3.  Above  the  cross,  one  on  each  side,  and  one  beneath  it,  are  three 
mullets.  They  are  always  silver.  Mullets,  from  the  old  French  word  j 
molette,  a  spur  rowel,  are  five-pointed  star-shaped  objects.  In  spite  | 

of  the  motto  these  are  not  stars,  but  representations  of  rowels.  In  j 

heraldry  stars  are  depicted  with  six  waved  points.  (Hugh  Clark,  ^  ! 

Introduction  to  Heraldry,  p.  132.)  4.  The  crest  is  always  a  griffin,  an  ) 

heraldic  monster  which  is  half  lion  and  half  eagle.  It  is  represented  as  | 
walking  towards  the  left  with  raised  wings.  The  griffin  is  generally  all  i 
red  but,  in  one  instance  the  wings  are  blue,  and  in  another  there  is  a  i 

small  gold  cross  on  the  shoulder.  As  an  exception,  in  John  Hart's  ■ 

Irish  Pedigrees.  Plate  16,  No.  135,  the  griffin  is  depicted  as  silver,  with  \ 
a  black  cross  on  the  shoulder.  In  O'Hart's  representation  of  the  arms  I 

the  cross  is  gold.  5.  The  motto  is  always  the  same,  i.e.  Crux  mea  i 

Stella,  the  translation  of  which  is  given  by  John  O'Hart  and  by  Patrick  1 

Kelly,  in  his  Irish  Family  Names,  as  "The  cross  is  my  star".  In  the  j 

first  edition  of  this  book  the  motto  was  translated  as  "My  cross  is  a  I 

star".  Mr.  H.  L.  Glasgow  suggests  that  an  equally  good  and  more  \ 

appropriate  translation  is  "My  star  is  a  cross".  The  author  will  leave  j 

It  to  the  Latin  scholars  among  his  readers  to  decide  which  is  the  correct  j 
translation.  All  of  them  seem  warranted,  since  the  motto  is  ambiguous,  \ 

perhaps  purposely  so.  6.  When  displayed  as  a  "complete  achievement",  \ 

l.ei  with  the  crest  on  a  squire's  helmet  and  mantling  flowing  from  the  j 

helmet  and  framing  the  shield,  the  colors  of  this  mantling  are  red  and  i 

silver.  According  to  the  English  custom  the  mantling  would  be  in  the  I 

colors  of  the  shield,  i.e.  blue  and  silver,  but  apparently  the  Ulster  King  \ 

of  Arms  in  Ireland  does  not  follow  the  English  usage  in  this  respect.  \ 

19)  A  description  of  the  cross  appears  in  John  O' Hanlon,  Lives  of  j 

the  Saints,  Vol.  II,  p.  655.  Also  see  "Arboe,  Co.  Tyrone  -  Its  Cross  i 

and  Churches",  by  Francis  Joseph  Bigger  and  William  J.  Fennell,  in  j 

The  Ulster  Journal  of  Archaeology,  Vol.  IV,  October,  1897,  for  picture  \ 

of  the  cross  and  a  detailed  account  of  the  ruins  at  Arboe.  Ardboe  and  j 
Arboe  are  variant  forms  of  this  place-name.  j 

20)  R.  A.  S,  Macalister,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  p.  326. 

21)  The  Annals  of  Ulster.  These  annals  also  record,  under  the  | 

date  1103,  the  death  of  a  lay  steward  of  this  abbey,  "a  master  of  learn-  i 


Ing,  liberality  and  poetry,"  who  "died  felicitously  on  his  pilgrimage  to  j 
Armagh".  j 

22)  o' Hanlon's  book,  mentioned  above,  quotes  The  Calendar  of  i 

Cashel  and  The  Martyrologies  of  Donegal  as  to  the  saint's  festival,  and  ; 
gives  his  pedigree  as  taken  from  The  Sanctilogic  Genealogy.  \ 


23)  The  actual  field  work  of  the  map  referred  to  was  completed  in 
October,  1609,  but  it  was  not  ready  for  use  until  1610  (old  style  1609).  i 

The  map,  therefore,  is  sometimes  dated  as  of  1609  and  at  other  times  ■ 

as  of  1610.  Dr.  Seamus  (S Ceallaigh,  to  whom  the  author  is  indebted  for  J 
a  photostat  of  that  portion  of  the  map  containing  the  O' Devlin  territory, 
accompanied  by  a  large-scale  modern  map  showing  the  townlands  j 

included  in  the  map  of  1610,  says:  "At  the  time  of  the  Flight  of  the  ^ 

Earls  in  1607,  a  Commission  was  sent  into  Ulster  by  Chichester  to  map 
the  country  with  a  view  to  settling  it  according  to  the  notions  of  those 
days.  The  report  of  that  commission  was  lost,  but  was  published  for 
the  first  time  in  Analecta  Hibernica,  No.  3,  Sept.,  1931,  having  been'  ^ 

discovered  in  London  by  Dr.  Charles  MacNeill,  brother  to  Dr.  Eoin  i 

MacNelll.  Maps  are  directed  to  be  prepared  by  the  Commission,  but 
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«i«  Ji  flliidndd  itfio  iMLfi  <9bi3  dbad  no  mio  <aam  9r1t  9TCHfA  ;( 
b'tow  rionsi'^  hio  ad^  cao*il  «Bi9UoM  .isvlia  SYSVU  ns  x^dT  ,3i»Uiia  ■ 

•iiqa  nl  «ffi9s^  09qsiiSxTEie  t>9)niaq-9vA  axs  J9W01  isqa  s 

ai  .alswoi  lo  ai)o}:tiUii^oiqQrx  lud  ,eisla  .)ofl  ns  sssfi^  olJO/n  orfl  ib 
oA  ^isJO  dsuH)  .sinioq  bavsw  xts  ili^w^b5io>q9b,9i£  ais)3  T^iblsiad 
os  a\swls  8i  nss-io  %dT  (Ml  .q  .xTblsiaB  oi  noii^uborUi 

Bs  bsrtussnqai  s)  if  .  9i;^9  bos  noli  Usd^s)  noitiw  i&Jznoax  olbUim 
Us  xlUtsflss  8i  wiT  .a^nlw  l^is^  dfiw  Si9i  edi  sbiswol 

s  si  sisiii  ladJons  ai  bos  sts  ayiiv  wis  sonsiaol  sno  ai  «ittd  bat 
e'tisH'Q  flfio{  oi  ^iJqssxs  as  sA  .ishliioris  sdi  no  esoia'biog  Usma 
liitw  ,iaTlia  as  bsJoiqab  ei  nltliif  adi  ,8C1  At  sisl^  ,at>9i3ib»<l  d&HI 
emis  ddJ  \o  nollsinaKnqn  a'lisH'O  ol  ^labisoda  sdi  no  aaoTO  sbsld  s 
sac  tMTiO  .sJ  ,s0tss  aii3  ^  os$om  sdT  A  .blo^  al  ssoio  adl 

jbii3s4  Xd  bns  nsH^O  ndol  xd  navis  si  ^idw  lovnoiisiaasil  «U  tSUa^  9ii 
aril  nl  .'‘is3a  xpi  ai  aaoio  adT”  as  .aacsH  ylics'1  lialil  aid  nl 
£  ai  B8013  xM'*  as  baisiansui  asw  oJlom  atfl  iood  aid!  lo  noiUba^iaiil 
V  OTOOI  biyi  boos  xUsnpa.ns  isAl  wose^O  ^  .H  %iM  .  '’isla^ 

'svsai  Uiw  lotUiis  adf  .**88010  s  ai  i'ste  al  ooiislaflsii  alsiiqoiqqa 
iosiioo  Mil  ei  doidw  abioeb  o3  eisbsat  siii  ^ocs  sislodoa  niisJ  adi.  ol  il 
.p^ousldffls  ai  oiloc  adi  aosia  J:>sJasiTsw  oiaaa  modi  lo  UA  .noilslansil 
/insc-^vaidos  aialqmoo"  s  es  baxniqaib  nefT^  cs  vlaaoqiwq  eqsdtaq 
adl  moil  'sn^oil  snliJasc  bos  lomiad  a*atiops  s  no  leaio  sdi  dliw  ia.i 
bos  bai  ais  y^iilmun  aidi  !o  aioloo  adl  .blalda  fidl  bos  iacisd 

aiii  ni  ad  binovr  sdiibuufl  mU  coiaso  dalisnS  »iD  cl  snibioooA  .TaxUa'^^^^ 
Sni^l  lalaiU  sdi  Ind  ,i9viia  bos  oold  .5.1  ^alda  adi/lo  aioloo 

•looqan  aidI  oi  c*s^  dsllsna  adi  woilol  Ion  asob  basloil  ni  aciA  lo~ 
lo  a^vij  ^oJnsH'O  ado(  lU  aisaqqs  aaoio  adl  lo  olbiiioaob  A  (dt  ^ 
aaoiD  all  ~  anoixT  .oOitSOdiA**  90a  oaJA  .j2d8  .q  fl  UoV^alnisS  xU 
ai  ^iionns'l  .IcsIiilW  bos  los^Q  dqoao(  eloosi?  Xd  ,'‘B9diiDdO  bus 
sialoiq  lol  ,7981  .ladoloO  ^VI'.IoV  ,xy>lQ^*^^A  lo  Jimitiol  lelaflj  9^ 
bos  sodbiA  .oodiA  Is  enioi  siil  lo  inLooos  bollikf9lb  s  bits  aeoio '  odi  lo 

•ocsn-90siq  aidi  lo  arciiol  insiisv  sis  dodiA 
.d£€  .q  4sisl%il  lo  .lalcilsosM  .8  .A  .H  (OS 

oiU  labno  ,bioooi  oalfs  (Usnns  saodlf  .lolalU  lo  alsnsriA  odT  (IS 
*oisoi  lo  i9iasm  s’*  ,xodds  aid!  lo  biswola  \d.  s  W  dlsab  odi  ,G0XI  oisb 
ol  o^sciisliq  aid  no  xlnuolioilol  bsib'*  odw  "yX^lobq  bos  ylifsiadli  *3^ 

'  ^  »  u  .»*rissciA 

lo  isbaslsD  odT  aoJoi/p  .ovods  bsnotinsm  ,3k>od  e*iiolasH"0  (SS 
bns  .isviiasi  a^Mtt  edl  ol  as  isponoQ  lo  aoisoloiylisli  sdT  bus  ioda^ 


‘1 


_ lyJtoiYlisli  #/ 

oiSoUloffs^  coil  fiaiUl  as  adi^lboq  aid  aovis 
ni  boioiquioo  as#  ol  baimalai  qsin  ^  lo  diow  biailHsolos  aJT^  (SS 


.(0081  alyla  bio)  0181  Ilino  aao  lol  ybsai  Ion  asw  li  lad  ,608|l  ,i9doloO 
aacil  i%dJo  Is  has  0081  lo  es  balsb  ?9sniiamoa  ai  ,9iol9iadl  <qsc  adT 
lol  beidsboi  ai  lodlas  9dl  nodwol  .dsisllsaO't)  aucs^S  .iG  .0181  lo  as. 

,Xioliiia1  oilv^Q^O  91II  foliiislROO  qsc  adl  la  noilioq  Isdl  lo  Islaolodq  a 
*  abfisicpol  adl  yiiwode  qsc  itiaboc  alsoa^ayisi  S  yd  bainsqcooos 
adl  lo  idgin  adl  lo  sell  adl  lA**^  rayse  ,0181  lo  qsc  sydl  nJ  bsboldOl 
qsm  ol  issaadoidD  yd  i^lelU  oIni  toM  asw  AoiaaimcoO  s  .TOai^'ni  eJisa' 
aaod)  lo  anoiloa  odi  oi  ;^b7Q&s  II  ^ilHaa  ol  walv  s  dliw  yilmioo  adl 
lol  biixlHiidiiq  asw  lud  ,iaol  asw  nolaaimmoo  Isdl  lo  lioqei  .ayab 
^nsod  yiivsd  ,It61  ,4lqo8  ,ET6K  ^cpimadlH  sioaisfiA  nl  adl  iaiil  «dl 
nJo3  .iG  oi  ladioid  .(llaldoali  eaiisdt)  .i(I  yd  nbbCKKl  ol  bei^vooalb 
led  ,no/aeicmoO  adl  yd  baisqaiq  ad  ol  baloaiib  ais  aqsM  JifsAoM. 
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they  seem  to  have  been  lost.  As  the  work  of  the  Commission  was  not 
thorough  enough,  a  second  Commission  was  sent  north  from  Dublin  in 
the  year  1609.  The  maps  of  that  Commission  were  long  lost,  but  about 
.-  I860  they  were  published  by  zincograph  at  Southampton  by  the  British 
government.  They  are  now  out  of  print  as  a  volume,  though  a  few 
individual  maps  are  to  be  had.  Unfortunately  Dungannon  is  not  available. 
So  I  have  had  the  corner  which  interests  you  photostated.  Accompany¬ 
ing  the  photostat  of  the  map  of  1610,  I  have  prepared  for  you  a  corre¬ 
sponding  map  of  the  modern  townlands,  and  have  demarcated  the  extent 
of  the  territory  which  bore  the  name  of  the  O' Devlins.  This  map  is 
officially  known  as  ‘Index  to  Townlands  Map\  and  is  made  by  the  Ord¬ 
nance  Survey,  Belfast.  It  is  made  on  a  scale  of  one  inch  to  the  mile  and 
Is  Intended  to  be  merely  an  index  to  the  larger  ‘six  inch  to  the  mile* 
map." 

24)  Referring  to  the  Irish  words  signifying  "upper"  and  "lower", 

P.  W.  Joyce  says  (in  Irish  Names  of  Places,  Vol.  II,  p.  441)  that  they  are 
used  in  an  altitudinal  sense,  the  lower  indicating  a  greater  elevation,  but 
Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  says  that  more  commonly  lower  means  the  north¬ 
ern  and  upper  the  southern  part,  as  in  this  case.  Sometimes,  as  with 
the  Burkes  in  Connaught,  there  were  separate  chiefs  for  each  such 
division. 

Edmund  Hogan,  in  Onomasticon  Goedelicum  (p.  547),  ^ives  two 
spellings,  i.e.  Muinter  Dobhilen  and  Muinter  Doibhilen.  John  O  Donovan 
in  his  letter  quoted  in  the  text,  spells  this  place-name  as  Muinter 
Dhobhailen.  The"h"  following  the  "d"  here  denotes  that  "d"  is  aspirated, 
either  because  the  word  is  adjectival  to  the  feminine  noun  "Muinter",  or 
else  because  it  is  the  genitive  of  a  proper  name.  Either  reason  would 
be  valid,  and  both  occur  here,  but  for  all  that,  the  "h"  is  frequently 
omitted. 

There  are  many  anglicized  forms  of  this  place-name,  corre¬ 
sponding  with  the  whimsical  methods  of  spelling  prevalent  in  past  cen¬ 
turies.  In  Revelin  Yetra  and  Revelin  Outra,  the  "r"  is  the  only  letter 
retained  from  Muinter,  and  the  "d"  has  been  eliminated.  Mr.  Rafferty 
says  that  the  aspirated  "d"  is  frequently  silent  in  the  Ulster  dialect.  In 
Hibernica  or  Some  Antient  Pieces  Relating  to  Ireland,  published  by 
Edward  Bates  in  Dublin  (1747),  on  p.  108  the  Stewart  property  is  said  to 
include  Revelin  -  Outra  and  Eightra,  the  latter  representing  still 
another  variation  in  spelling.  In  the  index  to  The  Annals  of  Ulster, 
p.  277,  the  form  given  is  Muintir-Evelin.  Another  form  that  appears  in 
an  early  seventeenth  century  manuscript  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford, 
is  Munter  Develin.  In  the  name  of  the  modern  electoral  division  the  two 
Irish  words  have  been  combined  and  the  "^d"  and  "e"  eliminated,  pro¬ 
ducing  Munterevlin. 

25)  The  location  of  north  and  south  on  maps  of  this  part  of  Ulster 
In  the  seventeenth  century  was  largely  a  matter  of  whim  on  the  part  of 
the  cartographer.  For  examples  of  a  wide  variety  in  this  respect  see 
Rev.  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of  Ulster, 
pp.  198,  280,  283,  286,  288,  300,  303,  336,  340,  345. 

26)  Dr.  O  Ceallaigh  says:  "It  is  important  to  remember  that  the 
1610  maps  are  maps  only  by  report;  that  is  to  say  no  measurements 
Were  made  by  the  cartographers.  Petty* s  Survey,  some  fifty  years  later, 
made  for  the  purpose  of  the  next  general  despoiling,  were  the  first  maps 
made  with  chain  and  line." 
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laJelU  to  ti*ij  etdt  to  eqtaii'  no  dtooa  boa  rtfton  to  ooilsdbl  adT  (38 
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Mr.  H.  L.  Glasgow  says:  "Before  the  Ordnance  Survey  of  just 
over  a  century  ago  the  boundaries  of  land  were  very  vague  when,  as  in 
Munterevlin,  there  were  bogs  and  woods  which  were  not  considered  of 
any  value  at  the  Plantation."  As  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  grants  of 
acreage  to  Andrew  Stewart,  Lord  Ochiltree,  as  compared  with  the  actual 
territory  comprised  in  Revelin  Yetra  and  Revelin  Outra,  only  a  small 
part  of  this  land  can  have  been  regarded  as  utilizable  for  agriculture  at 
the  time  of  the  Confiscations.  i 

There  is  a  "Map  of  the  Escheated  Counties  in  Ulster,  c.  1610, 
attributed  to  John  Norden."  (Printed  in  Analecta  Hibernica,  No.  8,  1938, 
p.  299).  On  this  map  the  location  of  Munterevlin  approximates  that  of 
the  large-scale  map  of  1610  supplied  by  Dr.  O  Ceallaigh,  although 
details  are  not  given,  since  the  scale  of  tne  map  is  small.  On  Norden^ s  * 

map  the  two  portions  of  the  O^Devlin  territory  are  marked  respectively 
Revelin  Yeightra  1000,  Lord  Uchiltrie,  and  Revelin  Outra  2000,  Lord 
Uchiltrie;  another  instance  of  the  individualistic  spelling  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century.  The  actual  territory  of  the  map  is  about  five  times  the 
acreage  that  these  figures  would  indicate,  as  can  be  seen  by  referring  \ 

to  the  dimensions  of  the  townlands  that  were  included  in  the  ancient  ! 

Munterevlin,  as  they  appear  in  the  list  appended  to  this  volume.  The  i 

estate  of  Andrew  Stewart,  with  a  list  of  these  townlands  often  given  in  j 

spelling  very  different  from  that  of  the  present  day,  appears  in  Inquisi-  ’ 
ttones  Ultoniae,  Tyrone  (Charles  I.  46),  and  is  also  given  in  Chapter  VII  i 
of  the  Rev.  George  Hill^s,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of  | 
Ulster.  It  would  appear  that  the  names  of  some  townlands  have  been  i 
altered  since  those  days,  but  nineteen  in  Revelin  Yetra  and  eighteen  in  t 

Revelin  Outra  may  still  in  their  modern  forms  be  identified  with  those  f 

assigned  to  Andrew  Stewart  in  the  seventeenth  century.  | 

In  No.  3  of  Analecta  Hibernica  is  printed  Rawlinson  Ms.  A237,  the  t 
Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.  In  a  survey  of  the  lands  escheated  in  1608,  ) 

this  manuscript  gives  under  the  barony  of  Dungannon:  "Munter  Develin, 
containing  xx  balliboes;  Munterdevlin  Oughtrah  containing  xii  balliboes, ' 
and  says  "each  balliboe  containing  one  with  another  lx  acres  of  arable 
land,  meadow  land  and  pasture."  It  also  states  in  this  connection:  £ 

"Memorandum;  The  treasurie  have  valued  each  balliboe  at  xvi  sterling  ^ 

per  annum."  | 

The  editor  says  in  a  footnote:  "At  the  time  of  the  plantation  of  \ 
Ulster  the  prevailing  denomination  of  land  in  the  counties  of  Down, 

Armagh,  Tyrone  and  Derry  was  the  ballybo,  Irish  bail^  bo7  meaning  a  i 
cow  land.  In  general  the  baile"  bo  was  estimated  at  about  sixty  acres  of 
pasture  land,  although  occasionally  in  the  county  of  Armagh  it  amounted 
to  one  hundred  acres  and  even  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres."  Dr. 
rf  Ceallaigh  says  that  the  townlands  generally  contained  one  ballybo,  bui  : 
occasionally  two.  t 

27)  Ard-trea,  now  Artrea.  In  Griffith's  Valuation  (1860),  there  I 

were  shown  to  be  more  Devlin  landholders  (seventeen)  in  that  parish  f 
than  In  any  other  in  Londonderry.  r 

28)  John  o'Hart,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  823,  and  Vol.  H,  p.  12. 

29)  Concerning  a  map  that  appears  in  Lough  Neagh  in  Legend  and 
History,  (p.  40),  the  author  John  J.  Marshall  says:  "In  the  atlas  of  the 
escheated  counties  there  are  reproduced  two  maps  of  a  somewhat  earU^^' 
date  (circa  1603-1606)  than  the  1609  survey  maps  made  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Ulster  Plantation.  No.  1  is  a  ‘Geheralle  Description  of  Ulster', 
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Ji0{  Id  fOftftninO  sdi  antolda**  :8t«2  vo^igiD  .J  .H  AM 

at  S8  rHftdw  ri^y  bcxi  ki  adixshiUiOd  ^  096  'piiVisd  a  i»to 

to  t>^7«hhUK70  104  &TSW  ftoifhr  aboow  b^  a^od  9i9W  .,alivai9it#ll 
)o  9^s^ll,9)9n  11993  9d  /uo’Wa  ,r.oitsJasl7  odf  }£  oulsy  yn£  ^ 

iplaA  9dJ  illNr  ^a'xaqiaod  3£  ,99xHiri96  bioJ  .losirsiS  wsTbnA  oi  9;^9Ya4 
"  iijuna  ft  ylno  ,siixfO  oliftreH  ba^  aiisY  rt/IdvsH  ni  b^iiiTqaoo  Yioliiiol 
ift  ^‘t0il99iY:|ft  to!  ftidAftiUni  ftfi  bebYAsoi  nftdd  dvftil  tiMO  bAfti  ei/ll  lo  iixq  ^  ^ 

•enoiifioalLioD  ftiU  )o  smit  ftiU 
«Oldl  .9  «t9i9ni  At  ft9i)iiiioO  bfttft)»d9a8  edt  lo  qsM**  ft  at 
rBtit  ,8  ,oK  eftptAYftdJH  fttPfttftAA  nt  bstoii^)  x/'^idbToH  ndot  ol  batodlYtti 
lo  bdrli  ftfttftflCiijcoYqqft  ciiivftt^SaftM  lo  eottftooi  sdt  qjus  ftlH)  oO  .(86S  .q 
fl]4;o4ll£  .yC  ltd  b^iigqoft  0191  lo  qftm  ftlftOft^osifti  oiii 

ft'nsbioVl  nO  .UftAiB  si  qftxn  9r:f  lo  9tftoe  tdit  oonift  Ion  oxa  ailaJ^  ^  ** 

b9iiftca  oift  oilT^G'O  siii  lo  ftoottioq  owl  odt  qaai 

bno^  ^000€  ftiiuO^naovifl  boft  .ftlilDdoU  tnoJ  ,0001  fttld^tY  Ail^v^H 
•ft9V93  ftdi  lo  iniilftqa  oijftilsiibivtbai  ail)  lo  ^onatoai  lodtons  ;»tiilidol]  * 
9dJ  eainJi  9V/1  Ji^s  at  qiin  adi  Id  iioioft  9ifX^«l(itflnft9  iUnoftl 

ioiiiftlftY  i(cf  AftftC  9d  xifto  dft  .alfto/bni  hloow  891a/^)  aasdl  UuU  oBftftioft 
aiftiDoft  adJ  Ai  bftbuloni  9iftv  jjuii  atAjiIiiWDl  adt  k>  anoiftnaoitb  siU  ol 
ailT  .affijlov  ftidi  ot  babnaqqft  lail  adi  oi  iftaqqft  ^^adi  ba  .nlivaialaubf 
oi  AftYt)  nallc  Bboftinwot  aaadt  lo  Mil  s  litlw  ,iiftWftl2  vaibaA  lo  aifttaa 
^iftiopnl  nl  axfioqqs  ,7fib  Maftaiq  adj  lo  Isdt  MntUib  ^lav  yUliaqa 
dV  iftlqftdO  oi  aftvi]|  oftift  ai  bna  ,(db  ,1  aaJYsd^)  ^nonxT  ,^£inoinj  asootl 
lo  noi>iuni.iq  »d)  lo  jnooooA  iftOiiotaiH  nA  ,a'lfUi  99iot>0  .ysH  adt  lo 
itaad  ^vid  aboftlxiiiNii  smoa  lo  aacoM  a^  UAi  xcaqqft  bloow  Jl  .latziU 
oi  naaidftia  bAft  ftrltY  ixilavafl  ni  oaalaolA  Aid  ,atftb  aaodi  Daoia  baialtft 
aaodJ  d}lw  baltitoabi  ad  aoiiol  aiobom  liadl  ni  iiiia  aiiuO  nilaYftfl 

•YTijtnao  dlaaaioavaft  adt  ni  n^walB  waxbaA  oi  baofiaaA 
»di  ,TCS A  .aM  ooanliwftfl  bataHq  ai  goimadiH  ftto^ftoA  lo  t  .oK  ol 
,S0dI  ni  baiftadoaa  abAftX  mU  lo  tftviua  £  nl  Jbioib^«TiftYdtJ  oftlalbofl 
.AilftYaC  lalmiM"  nooiusnikl  lo  sdJ  labnif  aaaii  tqtiaaufiiun  ftirfl 

’',B9odiIIftd  itx  soiAiftlooo  daiid^uO  ailvabialotfM  :ftapdiUftd  xx  aaiflifttooo 
aidftift  lo  ftftriaft  xl  tadlona  diiw  acio  ^inlftlno^'aoaiUfid  dsisa*'  s^fta  bdft 
:aoiAanni>9  ftidi  nf  ftiaiftla  oftlft  il  '’•aii/MMi  bna  bciftf  wobftais  ,ba£l 
IRilTSift  lYx  ifi  aodtliftd  dofta  bftAiftv  evad  alxuaftaYi  adT  MiLTbasiomaM** 

"•muiiAft  laq 

lo  ooitftinftiq  adt  lo  amit  adt  JA^j  laJooiool  ft  ni  efua  loliba  adT  . 

^woQ  loaBjiiwoo  adt  ni  bagl  lo  notiAaiinonab  yiiilftvaiq  aiU  latalU  itl 
ft  SnirtAam  7c>dViftd  rteiil  adt  aaw  baft  anoiYT  ,d^|ftaiA 

lo  eaioft  iiiodft  is  boiftmitaa  asw  od  aliad  adt  laiana^  nl  ,bajU  woo 
oaiooomft  ii  diMAOxA  lo  yMaoo  adi  oi  Yll^noiftftoao  dftuqdiU  ,hnftl  amiaftq  / 

•yCX  ‘  .ftaiaft  Y^oa^  l^ft  baxbonrt  ano  ol  oava  bos  aaios  bdihnnd  ano  pt 
^  ,odYXIsd  ano  baAlftiaoo  Y^^ana^  abaftinwat  adi  tftdt  symi  d^i^ftiisaD  O 

,owt  YiiftnoleftDdO 

aiadi  «{088l}  ftditsAiftV  ft'dilUiiO  aX  «ft9itiA^  won  (Tt 

^  .j  dftiiftq  iftdi  oi  (naaiaaYoft)  fti^bioilbnol  oilvaO  aiom  ad  ot  nwodft  aiaw 

°  •Y^'id^^^obnoJ  Ai  ladJo  Y^ft  aJ  oftdt 
.q  42  .loV  has  ,t58  .q  4  JoV  ,ft9ynirt>a^  datil  ndol  (8S 

boft  bna^aJ  nl  ds^^H  dyjcU  nJ  aisaqqft  JftiU  qsoi  ft  sniniaonoD  (€8 
adi  lo  Sftlift  adt  ol'*  ':ftYftA  ItsdeiftM  4  odol  aodtiin  adi  ,(Qb  ^  ,Y^olaUI  »4A^ 
'^difta  tftdwaoioft  ft  lo  aqam  owt  baoiiboxqai  Vis  aiadt  aBimuoo  batftadoaa  ^ 
'«oqniq  adt  lol  abftm  &qftai  Yaviuft  8081  adi  nsdi  (d08i-C08I  ftoiio)  stftb 
•  laMPJ  lo  aoitqiioaaCl  alLftiWaO*  u  zi  I  .oH  JioliftloftJS  latftlll  adi  lo  ^  ^ 
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and  No.  2  Is  a  ‘Map  of  the  Southern  Part  of  Ulster*.  This  last  map 
extends  north  to  the  middle  of  Tyrone  and  on  that  side  shows  the  shore 
of  Lough  Neagh,  a  short  distance  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Ballinderry 
River.  Although  quite  incorrect  when  compared  with  a  modern  map, 
nevertheless  its  lack  of  accuracy  does  not  prevent  it  from  being 
extremely  Interesting,  exhibiting  as  it  does  a  picture  of  the  principality 
of  Kinel  Owen  at  a  time  when  the  Celtic  dominance  was  drawing  to  a 
close."  On  this  map,  used  in  the  text  for  comparison  with  the  later 
large-scale  map  of  1610,  is  marked  "Monterivlin,  O* Duelings  land." 
(0*Duelin  represents  an  alternate  spelling  and  pronunciation  of  the  sur¬ 
name  which  is  discussed  in  Appendix  V.) 

On  the  west  Munterevlin  was  bounded  by  Ballyhagan,  i.e. 

O* Hagan* s  land.  On  the  southwest  were  the  0*Corrs  at  Lissan,  between 
Munterevlin  and  Dungannon,  the  O*  Neill  capital.  Directly  to  the  south 
the  greater  part  of  the  parish  of  Clonoe  appears  to  have  been  O* Neill 
territory.  At  least  Thomas  Matthews  (in  The  0*Neills  of  Ulster, 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  344)  refers  to  Phelim  0*Neill  of  Claughrie,  known  by  the 
nickname  "of  the  wars",  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  rising  of  1641, 
and  states  that  the  district  of  Claughrie  or  Clanaghrie,  included  the 
parish  of  Clonoe,  apparently  with  the  exception  of  two  townlands  in  the 
0*Devlin  property  of  Revelin  Outra. 

30)  In  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of  Ulster,  (p.  546), 
the  Rev.  George  Hill  says  of  Andrew  Stewart:  "This  was  the  fourth 
Lord  Ochiltree,  whose  grandfather,  called  the  ‘Good  Lord*,  was  a  zealous 
promoter  of  religious  zeal,  and  whose  Aunt  Margaret  married  John  Knox 
of  Reformation  celebrity  ...  This  undertaker  of  lands  in  Ulster  became 
embarrassed  and  was  obliged  to  sell  his  barony  of  Ochiltree,  with 
extensive  possessions  in  Galloway."  Andrew  Stewart  was,  therefore, 
strictly  speaking  no  longer  entitled  to  be  known  as  Lord  Ochiltree  when 
he  acquired  Munterevlin.  Shortly  afterwards,  however,  he  was  in  1619 
created  Baron  Castle  Stuart  by  James  I,  and  in  1800  his  descendants 
were  granted  the  earldom  of  Castle  Stewart.  (Burke*s  Peerage.) 

Apparently  at  one  time  it  was  intended  to  assign  Munterevlin 
to  another  undertaker  than  Andrew  Stewart,  judging  by  a  passage  in  The 
Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  for  1606,  p.  364,  where  in  a  letter 
from  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  Lord  Deputy,  marked  "Instructions  for  the 
Treasurer",  he  says:  "He  would  Sir  Toby  Caulfield  undertake  Clancan, 
and  Sir  Francis  Roe,  Munterdevlin,  and  such  other  lands  adjoining  to 
their  forts  as  is  convenient  for  them."  The  reference  to  forts  indicates 
the  frontier  conditions  under  which  the  settlers  lived  on  the  confiscated 
lands. 

The  grant  eventually  made  to  Sir  Francis  Roe  is  given  on 
p.  316  of  the  Rev.  George  Hill's  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation 
of  Ulster.  His  wife,  or  more  probably  widow.  Dame  Margerie  Roe  in 
1615  purchased  the  leasehold  in  the  barony  of  Dungannon  that  had  in 
1611  been  assigned  to  Brian  O'Develin,  the  last  Chief  of  Munterevlin. 
"Dame"  was  a  title  employed  by  the  wives  of  knights  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  instead  of  "lady",  which  is  usual  at  the  present  day. 

31)  Rev.  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of 
Ulster,  p.  546. 

32)  Dr.  Seamus  O  Ceallaigh  says:  "Note  that  Faigh  is  probably  the 
original  name  of  the  modern  Stewartstown  where  Andrew  Stewart  built 
his  castle.  It  was  probably  the  site  of  administration  for  the  territory, 
with  a  chief* s  house  ready  to  hand  for  the  new  planter  to  set  up  his 
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aiAT  ^  fli^fiJKoa  wtt  lo  qjtM*  A  8l  £  .oW  hem 

<>iatfa  avari«  rihia  ijwlJ  ao  biu  -snoi^T  V»  aibhlm  Adi  o)  dtwtk  chnalx* 
y-nalKillUIS  ^  \o  dJ»ow  srtt  hoox^d  ^cynfiJaib  >xo|ta  a  ,,d8«>H  d^ioJ  lo 
*,qjmi  fnsboM  JB  diNr  beTaqoioo  a%itw  ft>-9Tiooiil  aliirp  .laviH 

moil  U  ica  aaoh  ^  ^  e«9ldrtti avail 

ttf iaqioni'iq  adi  la  swtoiq  «  raoh  «  eji  yiJidJrUt  .j^^SaeieSnl  xiainait» 
M  &Jiw  so/iiMt^inohiaiJlaO  aiU  nadw  acnii  &  ta  newO  laoiS  lo 

^  laifil  adl  fUiw  aoaiiAqaioa  lol  IxaJ  adJ  ill  bsB*  ,c|Aai  aifU  aO  “.aeolo 
8  allaoa'O  ^liYitaiiiohl’’  h«ah£m  #1  »OX£X  lO'qimx  9XjK>a-ayial 
-W3  lo  fioliiiloflafwia  bnji  yillaqa^amnialXa  08  alnaaaiqai  ollauQ'O) 
^  '  (.V  xihni^qA  fli  IsaaBtfOBlh  aJ  lioldw  sauui 

Au  .n^fsifxiicia  fd  b^baood  tfiw  ttilvaiaifuiM  icaw  adl  ^ 

na«wlad  .AseaU  la  moO^  adi  avaw  laawriluoa  sitJ  aO  Maul  e^naaBH^O 
rlifloa  aiil  ol  .iaXlqso  XilaH'O  adi  ^noAtaiia  boA  nj(y^\9Uual 

UlsM'O  naad’'avad  ol  moaqqa  aonolO  lo  daXoAq  adl  lo  Iraq  laUaij  ^ 
.naleiU  Vo  aiiioK'Q  ylT  nl)  owaiUiaM  B«modT  laaol  lA  •Yiolliial 
aiii  yd  iTfiFoftd  uieH'O  caXIad^al  .q  »XI1  .loV 

Jhdi  lo  yiUli  ailX  fli  njiq  sTlto*  eu:  atooJ  odw  ,'‘»18W  adl  lo**  9msa±>la 
9tii  bebitlonJ  fAhH:gtasiD  lo  to  joXiElyilt}  adi  iadi  aoXslB  bos 

Mil  ni  abfl&iinrol  owt  lo  oouqMwm  add  dllw  tlttovsqqa  t^onoiD  lo  rieliM 

.OY^oO  nilsvail  lo  xn9<|o^Q  niivaaX) 
,(8>d  .q)  .lolglU  Id  ooUrtiAW  lo  imioo^  iaoiioialH  iiA  nl  (Ot 
fiHool  alii  aow  eidT^  zJfxBWdiS.v^a’TbnA  lo  e^a  llIH  a^ioaO  .vsH  idl 
auoiiAs  £  ajiw  ^'inoJ  booO*  aiU  balUo  .nadlolNiaai  aoodw  f.HtiilrloO  bioJ 


j(ooa  adot  balYYMCtt  lavoyisM  imiA  aaoifw  biio  «Xooa  BKOi;|il«li  lo  lalomoiq 
MB  toad  lasaXU  ol  ahaol  to  Toijiliobii0  aldT  ••«  ^IHdaiao  ooliAmiolaH  lo 
lUhr  ,aaiJibtdO  to  xooiod  aid  Uoa  oi  ba^Udo  baw  boa  baaaaiTBdfaa 
^oiotaiadf  ,baw  nawoiB  waiboA  **.y8WoUjU[>  ni  anoiaaaaaoq  aviaoaiza 
nodw  aaitlidoO  hioJ  aa  nwoiii  ad  ol  bafllfoa  va^ooi  on  sniifiaqa  xH^HIb 
6101  ol  asw  ad  ^tavawod  .abrswialis  xlliodB  .olivsiainiiM  baiinpoa  ad 
BlncfaBaoaah  aid  0061  ol  boa  i  smbiI  x^  navlS  aliafiO  ixotaS  bolcaio 
(>a»naa^  e^advsS)  •i*iAwai€  aiiaaO  1q  mobiiaa.aiil  babm^  aiav 
divan a£iM  fi^aa«  ol  babrTalni  «aw  11  amH  anc  Is  vHnaraqqA 
adT  rii  t^aaaq  a  xd  ^Sbut  .IxBwalS  waibnA  lusiil  ladstiabmi  ladloaA  ol 
laHaX  A  oi  aiadw  ,f0t  «q  ,6001  lorjtwAianI  ,jnaqfeq  aiAlS  lo  naboaUQ 
adl  Tol  aaolJoinlBal*'  ImdiAin  «x^Q^  bnoJ  ,iama<blib  lUidlTA  lio  oeoil 
.oAonAlD  adAttahAu  blaiUasO  fdoT  tie  bioow  aR"  :8XBa  ad  ^^lauisaaiT 
ol  yilnlotbA  laitlo  doaa  bOA  ^IvahiaHuiM  ,aoH  aJonanY  ii3  boA 
aslAoibui  8tiol*ol  aoiianalai  adT  "^artJ  lol  Joaiaavnoo  ol  aa  diol  liadl 
balAOBilnoo  aifl  no  bavtl  aiaittae  aiU  ddJifw  labou  Enotllbnoo  laJlnoil  adl 
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<•  .aboAl 

oo  cavil  8i  aoU  Bhwijn'?  tl8  ol  abAm  xllBuioava  inar^  oilT 
aollBloAiq  adl  lo  inuoooA  (aoJ^IBIH  cA  B^lliH  a^oaO  .vaH  adl  lo  0X6  •Q 
ni  aoH  aiia^naM  aoiRa  ^woSSrxISAdbiq  siom  to  ,dllw  bIH  .TalaXlJ  lo 
'  III  bad  ladl  aottoM^nQ  to  xootad  aril  fii  hloiiaaAai  artl  baBAifoauq  2X01 
•  JiilvcrtaHuiM  lo  lahlO  iBd  adl  ^l^vfuQ'O  tiAlia  oi  ban^iBBA  oaad  1101 
^  *  fUnaamavaB  adl  ai^ald^nd  lo  Bsifiw  adl  xd  baxoXq®a  aiUl  a  raw  ’‘amad" 
•XAb  AiBBaiq  aiU  ik  isiiBu  ai  rioidw  ,"xhBl'*  lo  hAalad  ,r*clflao 
q  adl  lo  KiaoooA  lAOhoiaJH  nA  JiUii  asroaD  .vail  (it 

**  V'  ^ 

adl  xidadonq  al  d^iA'i^lAill  aJoM**  :axBB  d^iAlXAeD  O  aiicoA^  inQ  (£6 
liiiid  liAwalS  wanbnA  aiadw  xnro lain swalS  nnaboio  adl  lo  aoxAa  iAni^iio 
,Xioiinal  adi  nol  flollAiJelniinbA  lo  alie  adi  xldudonq  saw  11  «all8ieo  aid 
Bid  qu  laa  ol  laloAiq  wan  adl  not  boAd  ol  xbASi  aaiiod  a^aido  a  diiw 

^  *  B  ".aoBabiaat 
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Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  says:  "Tyrone  Irish  speakers  call 
Stewartstown  An  Chraobh  (approximate  pronunciation  ‘In  Crew^).  An 
Chraobh  might  mean  ‘the  mansion^,  but  the  name  of  course  antedates 
the  Plantation  of  Ulster,  as  the  word  was  at  that  time  obsolete  in  this 
meaning." 

A  map  appears  in  Elizabethan  Ireland,  by  G.  B.  O'Qonnor, 
with  the  title  "Copy  of  a  map  of  Ireland  made  by  John  Norden  between 
1609  and  1611.  Preserved  in  State  Paper  Office,  London."  On  this  map 
"Monterevlin"  is  located  somewhere  between  Tullaghoge  and  Dungannon, 
the  name  appearing  too  far  from  the  lake,  apparently  on  O^ Hagan  land 
to  the  west  of  Stewartstown.  This  map  may  be  the  result  of  ignorance 
a^Jhe  real  location  of  the  O^Devlins'  land,  but  it  is  possible  that  Norden 
placed  Munterevlin  so  much  farther  to  the  south  and  west  than  it 
appears  on  other  maps  because  he  knew  that  the  fortified  residence  of 
The  O^Devlin  was  at  what  later  became  Stewartstown,  and  wished  to 
emphasize  the  sept's  possessions  in  that  particular  portion  of  their 
territory  for  the  information  of  the  new  owner.  If  such  was  the  cartog¬ 
rapher's  purpose  he  overshot  his  mark  and  located  Munterevlin  beyond 
Its  actual  boundaries. 

33)  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Smaller  Social  History  of  Ancient  Ireland, 
pp.  504,  505. 

34)  R.  A.  S.  Macalister,  The  Archaeology  of  Ireland,  p.  197;  and 
P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  pp.  108,  109. 

35)  In  a  review  of  the  first  edition  of  this  book  that  .appeared  in 
The  Mid- Ulster  Mail.  Sept.  3,  1938,  Mr.  H.  L.  Glasgow  gave  the  list  of 
townlands  that  were  included  in  the  modern  electoral  division  of 
Munterevlin  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  of  1838.  It 
Is  this  list  which  appears  in  Appendix  VI  for  purposes  of  comparison 
with  the  townlands  included  in  Revelin  Yetra  and  Revelin  Outra,  as 
given  by  Dr.  Se'amus  O  Ceallaigh. 

Mr.  Glasgow  says  that  the  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin 
has  been  recently  divided  into  two  parts,  only  one  of  which  retains  the 
old  designation,  the  other  having  been  given  a  new  name.  In  a  letter 
dated  July  22,  1940  he  says:  "This  division  was  in  the  year  1923  when 
there  was  a  redistribution,  but  it  does  not  affect  your  work  because 
what  was  done  was  to  divide  the  original  Division,  as  fixed  in  1838,  into 
two  parts,  one  retaining  the  name  Munterevlin,  and  the  other  being 
named  Mullinahoe,  which  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  townlands,  and  also 
of  the  Catholic  church  and  school  ...  both  Mullinahoe  and  Munterevlin 
being  overwhelmingly  Catholic  and  Nationalist  (90  to  95  per  cent)." 
Mullanahoe  and  Mullinahoe  are  alternate  spellings.  When  the  electoral 
division  is  referred  to  in  this  book  it  is  always  that  which  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1838. 

36)  Muinter  or  Muintir  as  a  designation  was  confined  to  septs, 
and  almost  always  to  those  that  used  the  prefix  O'  in  their  surnames. 
Clann,  besides  being  used  for  larger  genealogical  divisions,  such  as  the 
Clan  Owen,  was  also  used  for  septs,  but  almost  exclusively  for  those 
whose  surnames  were  prefixed  by  Mac.  Apparently  there  was  some 
subtle  distinction  between  these  two  methods  of  indicating  descent 
which,  while  lost  to  us,  caused  the  ancient  Irish  to  make  this 
differentiation. 

37)  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  353. 
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IXip  etiMlMM  dalil'dflOitT  *  ^allail  osiisiaT  nM  ^  *‘*^*J^ 

aA  .(Sr^D  nl  •  alfimixoYqqi:)  /Ido^’idO  nA  nwoiBti«W9JB 

avi^ouu  3e.iuoo  lo  douen  9d?  lud  ^*tK>f^aua  9<U^  ddoAiiO 

alrli  nX  easio&do  dmii.  UiU  a^w  inom  9tii  aa  ,id)alU  )d  no  listen 

^  ^  ,3  ’'-yrkiftewi 

.zonnoP  O  .fl  *D  ni  8T£9qqa  qaai  A  t, 

A99Wi«d  n^biod  ndo(  ^bssa  qsni  s  lo  tqoO"  alny^dJ  dthr 

<^in  ajtiSaO  ".iHfbaoJ  ^9^>Jl}0  siiUS  ai  bevzse^i^  *1X81  boa  609i 

Moaas^^fwG  boa  a-^awixMi  saadwMOS  ai  "niiyeidjaobf* 

boal  n£^H*0  00  Y^^'(a(|rc|^  ,9^i  arij  cuo;ii  2Si  00)  ^iis^qqs  saijut  9dS 
sOR&ida;^  )o  jXx»an  »di  c»d  <uaa  KldT  ./iwoia^Lsw9i8  lo  iaaw  91U  ol 
astTc'4  itAi  aid^aaoq  ai  H  hid  ^gl  'anilT^^  adi  lo  noliaool  iaai  od^a 
It  ogilt  ia^r#  fMia  fUiMis  adi  oi  ladiial  d^uin  oe  oilvsTshitiM  baoalq 
lo  aundbiaai  beilinol  ftdi  iadi  w^iui  ad  d^aoad  aqjuo  z^Aio  no  ai£9q<{a 
oi  b^daiw  bra  .Avraiairawaid  asaao^d  idiiU  lailw  ia  aaw  niivsQ^O  oflT 
tiadi  lo  fioiiioq  laluotiraq  UiU  ai  aooiaaaaaoq  a'iqaa  adi  dsiaadqma 
-aoiiaD  9di  asw  rtoua  U  .isitwo  w»a  edi  lo  mlinatzolai  aiil  lol  f 

bfloxad  nilT9ialniilii  bolaooi  bus  dram  aid  Jodnavo  ad  a2oqiiiq  aSadqai 

.Raliabiiaod  iauiot  ali 

rboHB  JmsIdclA.  lo  noiaiR  lgh>o8  lailsAh  A  «90yoI  .W  «<1  {tX 

.808  ,Ktd  .qq 

;l^X  .q  J^>flslail  to  raolotiaitoiA  adT  .laiailaoaM  .8  ^  .H  {^e 

>001  ^801  ,qq  pifaaD  lo  Y^gia/H  tiodS  A  .ao?oI  .W  .<1 

fli  baigsqcia  iadi  do^  eiiil  lo  non/ba  taiil  aril  lo  watva'Tg  ixl  (d€  *  1 

lo  lafl  sdi  ovaa  wo^aalO  .J  .H  .iM  ,8e6X  .C  .iqaa  JicM  aiiT 

lo  aotzinib  laioioaXa  aiaboox  adi  ai  babuioni  aiaw  igdi  abagdirpoi 
U  .BC8r  lo  ioA  waJ  loo^  aiU  lo  aaaaasq  sdi  lo  amtl  adl  ig  nilv aidimilyl 
ncaiiaqmoo  >0  aaeoqmq  lol  IV  xJbnoqqA  ni  Biaaqqa  doidw  Jail  aidi  ai 
&L  .it'ihiO  oileyaA  bog  aiJsY  niioyaR  oi  b9bid£>a/  abneiowci  adi  dihr 

.daialiaaO  "O  samdaS  .aQ  ^d  noTii 
nliyaiainu&i  lo  ooiaivib  Isioioalo  odl  iadi  afsa  iMD^aeJOMM 
adi  enigiai  doidw  lo  900  Yli’O  «aiigQ  owi  ohii  bab/vfb  Y^hiaooi  naad  aad  ^ 
laliol  g  nl  .oaiaa  wao  a  navi)  nsad  aolvjttl  lodio  adi  rooiign^taab  bio 
oadw  ES6I  laax  adi  ai  aaw  noiaivib  sidT"  :cTaa  ad  0^1  .SS  « 

9<S4igoad  diov  inoY  loallfi  Jon  aaob  iijiod  ^IhidiiJ&ibai  a  aaw  aiadi  ** 
olni  ,8t8X  oi  baxll  ag  .ooiahriCL  laniyio  adl  abtvlb  oi  eaw  snob  egw  igdw  * 
^ad  79dh>  adi  bos  ^WrraJiioM  amaa  adi  snioiaiai  ano  ,8iigq  owi^ 
oalg  box  .ebokiiiwol  adJ  lo  ano  lo  wxo  adi  ai  dojdw  «9cil£iiiiXtfM  banuui 
aiivai.onuM  boa  aodtaxiliuM  diod  •••  ioodoa  baa  doiodo  oilodixO  adi  lo 
".(into  laq  88  oi  C€)  laiijsaoiiatl  bcxx  oiiodiaO  x^S^^looi^dwiayo  yiiad 
Uioioaia  <jils  nadW  .eshiliaq^  ^jui'iaiia  aix  aodgniliuM  boa  aodaoxliitM 
>dxiaa  Bxw  itpiilw  hull  axawla^  ii  iood  aJdi  nJ  ol  baiialai  ai  noiaivib 
"  *  .8C8I  nl  bodall 

,eiqa8  oi  baniliiDO  axw  noiixnsiaab  a  aa  liiaiuM  10  laiolvM  (86 
^Baoianina  liadi  ni  "O  xilaiq  adi  baan  iaiti  aaodi  oi  ayawia  iaooila  Xku 
adJ  aa  done  ^olalvib  ladiiolaaaas  laiTal  lol  baan  sniad  aebiaad  mmIO 
aaoriJ  lol  YtvvtiUiioaa  iauaiia'Iud  .i^iqae  ‘lol  baau  o&iaiUBw  .ndwO  oaiD 
amoe  aaw  aiadi  xi^hiaiaqqA  .oaM  ^d  baxllsiq  eiaw  aamaoiiia  asodir  i 
'  inaoaab  ^aiiaoiboi  lo  ai^diam  owi  aaadi  oaavfiad  noiiooilaib  aXidiie 

.  aldi  aiam  oi  daiil  inaiona  adi  baanho  ,eii  oi  iaoX  eJirlir  ,doidw  y, 

^  ^  .noilaiioaTallJb 

:*2ap  .686  .q  ,r»03giH  daiiX  lo^asaad^  niol  (Ve  . 
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38)  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has  sent  the  author  a  copy  of  the  following 
•  Flant  of  Queen  Elizabeth*s  reign  (No.  6713-5476)  "Pardon  to  Brian  O 
Deublinge,  of  Mountrie  Deublinge,  Chief  of  his  name,  Rowrie  and  Teige 
O  Deublinge,  Brian  Modderie  O  Deublinge,  Shane  O  Deublinge,  Edm  oge 
O  Deublinge,  Terrelagh  gromy  O  Deublinge,  Ferdoragh  O  Deublinge, 
Shane  enase  O  Deublinge,  Rowrie  O  Deublinge  M^Neyle,  Teige  boye  O 
Deublinge,  Cahall  oge  O  Quyngine,  Donnell  oge  O  Quyngine,  Collowe 
M*Quyggine,  Cahall  oge  O  Quyggine,  Donogh  oge  O  Quyggine,  Terreiagh 
M^Quyggine,  Rowrie  carragh  M'Quyggine,  Arthur  M^Quyggine,  Rowrie 
M'Quyggine,  Shane  reogh  M*Quyggine,  GiUpatrick  boy  M^Quyggine,  Toole 
O  Deublinge  and  Morteragh  O  Deublinge,  of  same  gentlemen. 

GiUpatrick  O  Deublinge,  GiUpatrick  O  Keregane,  Cuye  O 
Ulnanye,  Mortagh  Carragh  O  Mulnanye,  Gilliduffe  O  Deublinge,  Hugh 
gromy  O  Deublinge,  Edm  O  Deublinge,  Rowrie  O  Brenan,  Owny  O 
Brenan,  GiUpatrick  modderie  O  Brenan,  Gromyne  O  Deublinge,  Phelemy 
oge  O  Lagane,  Neile  boye  M'Quygine,  Edm  Owre  M^Quygine,  Donaltagh 
O  Deublinge,  Owyn  O  Quygine,  Patr.  M^Lerenan,  Hugh  O  Dallie,  Felimye 
boye  O  Deublinge,  Felly  my  M*Canna,  GiUpatrick  oge  McHugh,  Neyle  O 
Mulnanye  and  Carmock  O  Corr,  of  same  yeomen. 

Manus  M^Cawell  of  Clonoe,  vicar,  Owyn,  Collowe,  Neile,  Rorie, 
Phelemy,  Owyn  and  Terrelagh  M^Cawell  of  same  yeomen,  Donogh  roe 
O  Conan,  of  Mount] oye,  carpenter,  Donall  O  Conan,  Teige  M^Gillephoile, 
Melaughlin  O  Donell,  Rowrie  O  Corre,  Art  M^Inchelly,  and  GiUpatrick 
bane  O  Quyne,  of  same  yeomen. 

GiUpatrick  O  Deublinge,  of  Ardboe,  vicar,  Terelagh  and  Art  O 
Deublinge,  Mortagh,  Donogh,  Knochor,  Owyn  and  Tho.  O  Cananan,  Shane 
and  Donagh  M^Itanayne,  of  Mount] oye,  in  the  country  or  county  of  Tyrone, 
In  the  province  of  Ulster.  Submission  in  Co.  Tyrone  and  other  pro¬ 
visions  as  in  6565." 

(For  the  form  O  Deublinge  see  note  42  to  Appendix  V.  For 
forms  of  Maguiggan  (O  Quyngine,  M^Quyggine,  etc.)  see  note  42  to  this 
Chapter.) 

The  following  is  the  text  of  the  pardon,  dated  1601,  Fiant  Eliz. 
(6565-5197):  "Provided  that  they  shall  personally  appear  and  submit 
themselves  before  the  Queen's  commissioners  or  keepers  of  the  peace 
In  the  several  counties  in  which  they  live  at  the  next,  or  second  sessions 
after  the  date  of  the  pardon;  and  shall  be  sufficiently  bound,  with  con¬ 
venient  sureties,  to  keep  the  peace  and  answer  in  all  sessions  in  the 
several  counties  when  called  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  all  the  queen's 
subjects  according  to  justice.  Provided  also  that  this  pardon  shall  not 
extend  to  any  murder  committed  by  any  of  these  persons  before  their 
entry  into  rebellion;  nor  to  any  intrusion  on  possessions  of  the  crown; 
nor  to  remit  or  release  any  debt,  account  or  fine  of  alienation,  due  to 
the  crown.  Those  engaged  in  the  redemption  of  the  Earl  of  Ormond 
from  captivity  among  the  rebels,  excepted  from  proviso  requiring 
security.  The  pardon  recommended  by  the  Earl  of  Ormond.  6  Aug. 
xllll  (Cal.  P.R.591)." 

.  39)  "Each  chief  of  whatever  grade,  kept  a  household  after  the 
manner  of  a  king,  but  on  a  smaller  scale,  with  the  several  offices  in 
charge  of  the  members  of  certain  families."  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Smaller 
Social  History  of  Ancient  Ireland,  p.  30. 
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Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  says:  "Father  Woulfe  mentions  three 
different  families  as  followers  of  the  O'Learys,  a  family  whose  status 
and  relationship  to  O^Drlscoll.  the  head  of  the  clan,  was  approximately 
the  same  as  that  of  the  O' Devlins  to  O^Nelll." 

40)  Eoln  MacNelll,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  109. 

41)  Edmund  Curtis, ~A  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  (1st  edition), 
p.  424;  Eoln  MacNelll,  Celtic  Ireland,  p.  154. 

42)  For  forms  of  this  name,  now  anglicized  as  Magulg^an,  etc., 
see  note  38  to  this  Chapter.  O  Quyngine,  O  Quygglne  and  M^Quyggine 
apparently  represent  variations  of  the  same  surname,  as  O'Loughlin  is 
an  alternate  form  of  MacLoughlin.  For  further  information  about  this 
family  see  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe,  Irish  Names  and  Surnames,  p.  382;  and 
John  O* Donovan,  Ordnance  Survey  Letters  from  Co.  Londonderry. 

43)  From  Ulster,  edited  by  George  Fletcher. 

44)  Giraldus  Cambrensis,  Topography  of  Ireland. 

45)  Black* s  Guide  to  Ireland,  p.  298. 

46)  The  author  is  principally  indebted  to  his  correspondents  for 
Information  about  the  Devlin  country,  but  in  addition  to  the  books  quoted 
In  the  text  the  following  have  supplied  some  data:  J.  B.  Doyle,  The 
Antiquities  and  Scenery  of  the  North  of  Ireland;  S.  Lewis,  A  Topograph- 
ical  Dictionary  of  Ireland;  Nicholas  Carlisle,  A  Topographical  Dictionary 
of  Ireland;  Murray's  Handbook  of  Ireland;  and  Kellis  Ireland  Dictionary. 

47)  A.  S.  Green,  A  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  161. 

48)  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters. 

49)  Edmund  Curtis,  A  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  (1st  edition) 

p.  182. 

50)  "Namely  fostered  by  0*Develin  (6  Doibhll^n)  whose  district 
lay  west  of  Lough  Neagh."  Note  by  B.  MacCarthy  to  The  Annals  of 
Ulster,  Vol.  II,  p.  582.  (MacCarthy  uses  the  three-syllable  form  of  the 
anglicized  surname  that  was  prevalent  in  the  seventeenth  century.) 

Also  see  Edmund  Hogan,  Qnomasticon  Goedelicum,  p.  348.  In  his  edition 
of  The  Annals  of  the  Four~Masters,  John  Q^Donovan  anglicizes  Doibh- 
lenach  as  "Devlinian"  instead  of  as  "Devlinite". 

For  instances  of  such  cognomens  assumed  as  the  result  of 
fosterage  among  the  0*Devllns,  O* Looneys,  0*Donnellys,  0*Cahans,  etc., 
see  John  0*Donovan*s  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John  0*Dugan, 
etc.,  p.  18. 

51)  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland^  p.  87.  For 
Instances  of  fosterage  among  the  Irish  gods  see  S.  H.  O* Grady,  Silva 
Gadelica,  and  James  Stephens,  In  The  Land  of  Youth.  An  example  of 
fosterage  among  the  MacCarthy s  occurs  as  late  as  1749.  See  "Banshee 
of  the  MacCarthys"  by  T.  Crofton  CrcAer,  in  Irish  Fairy  and  Folk  Tales, 
edited  by  W.  B.  Yeats,  p.  125. 

52)  For  princes  of  the  Maguire  dynasty  see  notes  of  B.  MacCarthy 
to  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  under  MacUlcUiir. 

53)  John  o' Hart,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  818. 

54)  Notes  of  B.  MacCarthy  to  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  Vol.  IV,  p.  viii. 

55)  Perhaps  there  were  two  other  examples  of  fosterage  by  the 
Neills  among  the  O* Devlins,  since  Thomas  Matthews,  in  The  o! Neills 

of  Ulster,  states  that  Felim  Caech  (Blind-eye)  was  also  fostered  by  the 
O'* Devlins.  There  is  the  possibility,  however,  that  Matthews  has  con¬ 
fused  Felim  Caech,  son  of  Conn  the  "Halt",  first  Earl  of  Tyrone,  with 
his  cousin  Felim,  the  nephew  of  Conn,  who  as  we  have  seen  was  known 
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as  the  "Devlinite".  As  yet  no  other  authority  has  been  found  for  the 
statement  that  Felim  Caech  was  an  O^Devlin  fosterling. 

Two  references  are  made  to  Felim  Caech  in  The  Annals  of 
Ulster.  In  1538  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a  castle  captured  from 
the  Maguires  by  his  father.  In  the  following  year  he  was  attacked  at 
night  by  MacDonnell,  the  Gallowglass,  and  some  of  Felim's  soldiers 
were  killed.  O'Neill  mustered  his  host  and  marched  into  Armagh  to 
avenge  this  attack,  but  MacDonnell  came  out  to  meet  O'Neill  and  peace 
was  established  between  them. 

56)  The  Sligo  Champion,  Sept.  29,  1945. 

57)  Of  Muirchertach  Doibhlenach  (Murkertac  Devlinagh),  Pro¬ 
fessor  James  Hogan  says  (in  The  Irish  Law  of  Kingship  with  Special 
Reference  to  Aileach  and  Cenel  Eoghain,  p.  52):  "Surnamed  Doibhlenach 
from  having  been  fostered  by  the  Muinter-Doibhilen  -  the  O'Devlins, 
west  of  Lough  Neagh." 

See  Burke's  Peerage,  under  Baron  O'Neill,  and  Marquis  de 
Ruvlgny,  The  Titled  Nobility  of  Europe,  under  the  Count  of  Tyrone.  In 
The  O'Neills  of  Ulster,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  324,  Thomas  Matthews  says: 
"Murkertac,  son  of  Brian  Ballagh,  Prince  of  Clannaboy,  surnamed 
Devlinagh  (Doibhlenach).  He  was  doubtless  fostered  by  O' Devlin  of 
Muntlr  Devlin  like  Conn  Baccagh's  son,  Felim  Caech,  also  known  as 
Felim  Devlinagh." 

58)  John  o' Donovan,  Ordnance  Survey  Letters,  County  of  London- 
derry,  p.  125  et  seq.  For  this  item,  as  for  a  mass  of  other  material 
not  separately  acknowledged,  the  author  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  James  E.  McGuire. 

59)  O'Cahan  is  also  anglicized  as  O' Kane,  O'Cathain,  etc.  For 
contingent  of  O'Cahans  to  O'Neill's  forces  see  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Meehan, 
The  Fate  and  Fortunes  of  Hugh  O^ Neill.  Sari  of  Tyrone,  etc.,  p.  18. 

60)  O'Donovan  gives  the  correct  modern  spelling,  i.e.  Munterevlln, 
In  another  letter  previously  quoted. 

61)  O'Donovan  omits  the  O'  in  the  surname,  which  had  already 
been  discarded  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  this  letter.  In  the  clan  days, 
of  which  he  is  speaking,  the  surname  would,  of  course,  have  been 
o'Devlin. 

62)  Ua  Dobhilen  is  the  Irish  form  of  the  name  in  this  passage,  Ua 
being  the  equivalent  of  (5. 

63)  The  Rev.  John  Ryan,  Ireland  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  A.  D. 
800,  p.  158. 

64)  A.  S.  Green,  A  History  of  the  Irish  State  to  1014,  p.  204. 

65)  There  were  three  types  of  chiefs  at  the  time  of  the  Confisca¬ 
tions.  The  first  would  be  represented  by  O'Neill,  and  O'Donnell,  in 
their  respective  territories.  Under  O'Neill,  but  occupying  a  semi- 
autonomous  position,  were  the  uriaghts,  such  as  O'Cahan  and  Mac¬ 
Donnell.  Gerard  A.  Hayes-McCoy  says  (in  Scots  Mercenary  Forces  in 
Ireland,  p.  47):  "The  third  type  of  chieftain  was  the  ruler  of  a  tuath 
within  a  ‘country'.  Of  this  class  were  O' Hagan,  of  Tullaghoge,  O  Doim- 
leain fo' Devlin],  the  Donnelaughs  {O'Donnellyi^  and  others  whom  we  find 
in  Tyrone  and  immediately  under  O'Neill,  yet  distinct  from  the  oir- 
rioghta."  (For  this  Irish  form  of  O^  Devlin  see  explanation  given  in 
note  1  to  Appendix  V.) 

66)  John  o' Donovan's  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John 
o'Dugan,  etc.,  p.  16. 
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67)  Eoln  MacNeill,  Celtic  Ireland.  Chapter  VIII;  and  Phases  of 
Irish  History,  p.  352. 

68)  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  Reminiscences  Ancestral  and  Anecdotal, 

p.  279. 

69)  According  to  The  County  Families  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
title  of  The  O^Mahony  was  also  reassumed  by  "deed  poll"  in  1912. 

70)  After  an  investigation  of  three  years,  the  Genealogical  Office, 
Dublin  Castle,  has  authorized  the  following  purely  courtesy  titles,  by 
seniority: 

The  MacDermott,  Prince  of  Coolavin,  to  Charles  Edward 
MacDermott,  D.  L.,  Coolavin,  Co.  Sligo. 

The  MacGillycuddy  of  the  Reeks,  to  Lieut. -Col.  Ross  Kinloch 
MacGilly cuddy,  D.  S.  O.,  The  Reeks,  Beaufort,  Co.  Kerry. 

The  O* Callaghan,  to  Don  Juan  O' Callaghan,  Madrid. 

The  O* Conor  Don,  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Denis  O* Conor,  S.  J., 

M.  A.,  H.  D.  E.,  Rathfarnham  Castle,  Dublin. 

The  O'Donoghue  of  the  Glens,  to  Geoffrey  C/Donoghue,  The 
Crossways,  Ballymoney,  Gorey. 

The  O* Donovan,  to  Col.  Morgan  Winthrop  O^Donovan,  M.  C., 
Arda,  Northam,  Bideford,  Devon. 

The  O^Brien,  to  Sir  Donough  Edward  Oster  O'Brien,  Bart., 

16th  Baron  of  Inchiquin,  New  Market,  Co.  Clare. 

The  O'Morchoe  (or  The  Murchadha)  to  Major  Arthur  Thomas 
MacMorrough  Kavanagh,  Borris  House,  Co.  Carlow. 

The  O'Neill,  of  Clandeboy,  to  H.  E.  Dom  Hugh  O'Neill,  of 
Lisbon,  Portugal. 

The  Fox  (O  Sionnaigh),  to  Capt.  Niall  Arthur  Hubert  Fox. 

The  O'Toole,  to  Charles  Joseph  Antoine  Thorny  O'Toole,  Comte 
O'Toole,  10  Ave.  de  Champs  Elysees,  Paris. 

The  o'Grady  of  Kilballyowen,  to  Major  Gerald  Vigors  de 
Courcey  O'Grady,  R.  A.,  Junior  United  Service  Club,  London. 

The  o'Kelly,  to  Walter  Joseph  O'Kelly,  Count  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire,  Grey  Gates,  Mount  Merrion,  Dublin. 

The  O'Donnell  of  Tyrconnell,  to  John  O'Donnell,  37,  Seapolnt 
Avenue,  Monkstown,  Co.  Dublin. 

From  The  Irish  Independent,  Dublin,  Dec.  23,  1944;  and  The 
Sligo  Champion,  Sept.  29,  1945. 

71)  In  his  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John  O'Dugan,  etc., 
John  O'Donovan  says  that  in  1861  there  were,  in  addition  to  those  given 
in  the  text,  claimants  to  the  headship  of  the  O'Flahertys,  O'Rorkes, 
O'Dowdas,  MacCarthys  and  O' Driscolls. 

In  The  Irish  Book,  (1936),  R.  M.  Douglas  gives,  in  addition  to 
those  in  the  text,  the  following  titles  apparently  assumed  in  recent 
years:  The  O'G  or  man- Mahon;  and  The  O'Rourke,  Prince  of  Breifney. 

72)  In  The  Titled  Nobility  of  Europe,  the  Marquis  de  Ruvigny  says 
that  when  the  title  Earl  of  Tyrone  was  attainted  in  1614,  after  The  Flight 
of  the  Earls,  it  was  nevertheless  assumed  in  succession  by  Henry,  son 
of  the  outlawed  earl;  later  by  another  son  John,  Conde  de  Tyrone,  a 
Major  General  in  the  Spanish  army,  and  on  his  death  by  Shane,  fourth 
son  of  Hugh  O'Neill.  James,  styled  eighth  earl,  a  grandson  of  Shane, 
left  Ireland  with  James  n  and  later  settled  at  Basse  Pointe  in  the  island 
of  Martinique,  French  West  Indies.  There  the  title  was  continued  in  the 
male  line  until  the  death  without  male  issue  of  the  fourteenth  count  or 
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earl.  The  daughters  of  the  latter  by  "un  pacte  de  famille  intervenu  a 
Paris  le  14  aout,  1901,  pour  se  conformer  a  une  tradition  Immemoriale," 
recognized  George  O'Neill,  a  peer  of  Portugal  in  his  own  right,  as  next 

in  line  to  the  title,  so  that  he  succeeded  as  fifteenth  Count  or  Earl  of 
Tyrone. 

It  is  one  of  the  strange  ironies  of  history  that  a  Portuguese 
noble  should  be  nominated  by  Frenchwomen,  in  the  presence  of  a  French 
notary,  as  the  rightful  successor  of  so  many  Irish  kings.  This  George 
O'Neill  was  the  descendant  of  Murkertac  O'Neill,  the  last  elected  Prince 
of  Clandeboy,  who  had  been  fostered  with  the  O' Devlins  and  hence 
known  as  the  "Devlinite". 

After  the  extinction  of  a  Celtic  title  there  is  an  example  in 
fairly  recent  times  of  a  new  chief's  election  by  the  members  of  his  clan. 
It  is  said  in  Burke's  Peerage  that  when  the  ban  on  the  use  of  the  Scotch 
surname  MacGregor  was  lifted  during  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
ancestor  of  the  present  chief  applied  to  members  of  his  clan  for  a  con¬ 
firmation  of  his  right  to  the  chieftainship.  But  the  claims  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  O'Neills  to  the  title  Earl  of  Tyrone  seem  to  be  decidedly  nebulous, 
In  any  case,  since  they  belong  to  that  collateral  branch  of  the  family 
which  settled  in  Antrim  during  the  fourteenth  century  and  not  to  the 
main  line  in  Tyrone. 

There  was  another  claimant  to  the  headship  of  the  Tyrone 
O'Neills  in  the  last  century.  In  his  Irish  Pedigrees.  Vol.  I,  pp.  728,  729, 
John  o'Hart  gives  an  account  of  a  romantic  ceremony  in  which  an 
O'Neill,  who  at  that  time  was  a  schoolmaster,  but  who  claimed  a  direct 
descent  in  the  senior  line  from  the  former  Kings  of  Ailech,  was  pro¬ 
claimed  o'  Neill  by  some  of  his  adherents.  O'Hart  says:  "On  May  Eve, 
1862,  in  the  ruined  fort  of  Ailech,  the  white  wand  was  put  in  his  hand 
and  the  old  pagan  ceremonies  performed  as  they  were  some  hundreds 
of  years  before  when  the  chieftains  elected  O'Neill."  This  Richard 
O'Neill  who  figured  in  the  ceremony  of  May  Eve,  1862,  was  the  great- 
grandson  of  another  Richard  O'Neill  who  was  made  O'Neill  on  May  Eve, 
1766,  and  "was  inaugurated  in  the  old  Rath  of  Tullaghoge,  west  of  Lough 
Neagh,  in  Tyrone,  by  The  O'Hagan,  who  was  then  reduced  to  indigence." 
Art  O'Neill,  grandfather^ of  the  O'Neill  of  1766,  was  made  O'Neill  at 
Ailech  on  May  Eve  of  1709.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  two  of  these 
instances  Ailech  was  used  for  the  inauguration  ceremonies,  that  Clan 
Owen  capital  which  had  been  destroyed  by  a  Munster  king  in  the  twelfth 
century  and  whose  site  was  later  lost  to  the  Clan  Conall,  rather  than 
Tullaghoge,  the  seat  of  O' Hagan,  where  the  ceremony  was  regularly 
performed  from  the  twelfth  to  the  seventeenth  centuries. 

73)  The  Dukes  of  Tetuan,  in  Spain,  bear  the  surname  of  O'Donnell, 
which  they  have  given  to  a  street  in  Madrid.  Leopoldo  O'Donnell,  first 
Duke  of  Tetuan,  is  burled  in  the  church  of  Santa  Barbara  in  that  city, 
with  the  O'Donnell  coat  of  arms  carved  on  his  tomb.  (Marcel  Mon- 
march^  Espagne,  p.  316).  Another  branch  of  the  O'Donnels  in  Spain  is 
represented  by  the  Marquis  of  Altamlra.  The  Counts  O'Donnell  in 
Austria  are  also  offshoots  of  the  Clan  Conall.  (Marquis  de  Ruvigny, 

The  Titled  Nobility  of  Europe.) 

74)  The  Ani^ls  of  the  Four  Masters,  for  the  year  1539,  say  of 
Cormac  Maguire's  assassination:  "The  son  of  Maguire,  i.e.  Cormac, 
the  son  of  Cuchonacht,  son  of  Cuchonacht,  son  of  Brian,  son  of  Philip, 
tanist  (heir  apparent)  of  Fermanagh,  a  worthy  man,  distinguished  for 


•*.^j£Honi^mqii  oollib^i)  »<ti}  1' tamio^itoa  eg  -moq  ^tO€f  <liH  M  fti  all^lK 
IvWibg  <mVi  nvfo  lifi  iUrsplio^  \o  i9^  j5  Ib^in^ioaiPI 

lo  1i£3  io  louoO  ilinsofUl  &£  b&bss^ooa  sd  JfiiU  oa  ,sIJIj  adi  ot  anil  id 

nW  j.&aoijT 

K  tarU'x^olaJd  1o  aaJnoTf  a^^ninia  aril  lo  ano  a)  fl 
B  la  aoiiaaain  aril  ni  ^ayBio^rtonaiT  >{ti  bd^sfiUaon  and  bli^oila  aldon 
'^sflrjDdO  airiT  rfaHl  mem  oa  lo  loaaaooua  Iulld8n*arfl  ^B 

aa/iri*!  baioida  lael  aril  ousnj^ihiiM  lo  Ini^bnaDEab  aril  asw  IlJaVl'O 

^anari  bne  a/ilWdtl'O  »dJ  riihr  baialaul  naad  bed  oriw  ,i(od9ba£l3  lo 

.*'aiiaiiv!>Cl''  aril  ae  nwoni 
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of  aiqmaica  oa  ai  aiaril  aUM  ollloO  e  lo  aoilonllxa  aril  lallA 
aid  lo  aiarimam  aril  nolloalt  B'lalrio  wan  s  lo  aamll  Inaoai 
rioxio£  aril  lo  aao  aril  no  neri  aril  nariw  leril  ayiaa^  aSritiia  nl  blsa  al  II 
arij  ^t^Joao  rilriaairi^ila  aril  sai'xub  btifli  a«w  losaiOoeM  am^fl'iiia 
-Aoo  e  Tol  oaiD  alii  lo  maomam  01  baiiqqe  lalrb  inaeaiq  aril  lo  lolaaona 
'iilTo^l  aril  V)  axnieio  aril  k.^  .qiilacUUldirio^aril  ol  Iri^t  aid  lo  opileaiia 
^uoludao  ^  maaa  sooiyT  lo  li*.3  alllJ  arii  oJ  ElllaH'O  aaao^g 

ylimel  aril  lo  rioneid  leialfiiloo  lailJ  ol  yalad  x^td  aonia  .aa^o  nl 
aril  ol  Xjn  bos  x**nlnaD  riloaalruol  aril  ^aiiisb  aitjicK  ixi  baiHaa  riolrfw 

•anoix^  ai  oixii  nieffl 


aaoiyT  aril  lo  qlriabeaii  aril  ol  irsmlela  larilofie  aew  aiariT 
.CST  fiSiT  .qq  4  .loV  .aaaiiribaq  riaJ*^  aJri  lU  Iasi  aril  nl  alHoH'O 

OB  riolriw  fii  tnomaiao  ailaaffloi  a  lo  lai>ooOfi  ae  asTi^  iir.H'O  lutol 
laaTib  a  bacnlulo  oriw  liid  yialaaoiloorioa  a  aew  amii  laiU  ia  oriw  JiiaM'O 
'Oaq  aew  «rioaltA  lo  ayil^  lacaiol  aril  moil  anil  lolnaa  aril  ni  Inaoaab 
.•7t  ^aU  aO**  layaa  liaK^O  .alnaiariba  aid  lo  amoa  ^  lUeW*0  bamlalo 
hncji  2iri  nJ  Isiq  aaw  bnaw  allriw  aril  ^iloaUA  lo  liol  bknimj&Ai  nJ  ,Sd8l 
abaibfuifi  amoa  aiaw  yaili  aa  ba.nioliaq  ?taioomaiaa  na^aq  bio  aril  boa 
biiuloifl  aiilT  ^JiilvCO  baloala  aolaatlria  aril  nariw  aiolad  eias^  16 
-laai^  aril  aaw  ,ava  yfill  lo  ^nomaTao  aril  ni  baau^il  oriw  llJali'O 

,av3  no  ili^'O  abaci  aaw  oriw  IJiaK'O  biariolH  larilona  lo  noaboaif 
riyiioJ  lo  l^aw  ,a9>riiaUaT  k>  rilafl  bio  aril  nl  baieiusiianl  aaw"  bna  ,ddTf 
".adnaaibnl  o)  baoubai  naril  aaw  oriw  ^^aH'O  ariT  ^  ,anoiYT  ni  ^^asM 
la  UiaH^  3bam  aaw  ,ddVl  lo  lliail‘0  aril  k),iartlfilbnii7S  O  l^A 
aaariJ  b>  owl  ni  ladl  baoJloa  ad  lliw  til  .<M)T  t  lo  av3  ^aM  no  rioaiiA 
neiO  ierid  ,aaint*ni9iao  nollanig  jani  aril  lol  baan  aaw  rioaiiA  aaonalanl 
fUliawl  aril  Ai  ^nii  laianuM  a  ^  bayoilaab  naad  bari  riolriw  ialiqao  nawO 
luuU  ladlat  ,iiaaoO  riaiO  aril  ol  laol  labU  aaw  alia  aaoriw  bna  yTulndO 
yiifilii^aa  new  momaiao  aril  aiariw  .naBaH^Q  lo  laaa  aril  ^agoriBaUiiT 
«»afiulnao  riinaalowTaB  aril  ol  riiUawi  aril  moil  bamioliaq 


jiannod'O  V>  amaciae  aril  laad  ,nijtq8  ni  ^naaisT  lo  aariuC  ariT  (£V 
lam  4iaofloa'0  obloqoaJ  .biibaM  ai  laaila  a  ol  navij  avail  yadl  rioiriw 
»*{li^  larilnJ  aiadiaG  alnad  lo  iio*xario  ill  ni  baiiod  ai  ^anlaT  lo  arinCI 
.0oM  iaoialri)  Ubaoi  aid  no  bav^  amia  lo  laod'iiannoQ'O  aril  riliw 
ai  niaqa  ni  aiaanoa'O  aril  lo  rionaad  lariXmA  (dit  .q  .anj^e^v^oxeci 
fii  Uannoa'O  elmioO  anT  .aiimallA  lo  aiupiaM  ari yd  osbiaaaaqai 
,ta9ivoA  ab  aispisM)  JlanoO  najD  aril  lo  ElooriaUo  oRla  aia  siVmtA’ 
-  ^  a,  OwyS  to  b»l»T  Jig 

lo  yaa  ,CEei  laay  ariJ  ial  ^aiagaKI  iail3  ^  iQ  aiaytA  ariT  (»T 
pAmioO  .a.I  ,atiuBaM  to  noa  ariT"  Mflaamennisa  a'aiioBaM  oaraaoD 
^iiiri^  lo  noa  (Carifl  lo  noa  ^dAenorioa^  to  noa  .lilaanDrianO  to  noa  aril 
lol  bariaiJBniiaib  ,iiAin  yrinow  a  lo  (inaoaqqa  liari) 
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his  nobleness  and  hospitality,  was  treacherously  slain  by  the  people  of 
his  own  brethren,  and  even  in  their  presence.” 

75)  The  following  is  the  passage  from  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  for 
the  year  1540:  "Philip  i.e.^MaguireJ  junior,  son  of  Philip,  son  of 
Brian;  and  the  son  of  Niall  O  Domnaill  [i.e.  O^Donnell]  the  Rough,  went 
on  a  raid  into  Muintir-Peodachain  and  Domnall  Ua  Doibhilen  Q.e. 
0*Devli^  junior  and  the  sons  of  Cormac  Almunain  were  hung  by  them, 
and  good  noble  persons,  namely  Toirdelbach,  son  of  Thomas  Mag 
Samradhainti.e.  MacGover^  the  Bald  and  Fer-dorcha,  son  of  Aodh, 
son  of  the  same  Thomas,  were  slain  by  them." 

Muintir-Peodachain  was  a  territory  in  Clanawley  barony,  Co. 
Fermanagh.  According  to  John  O^Hart,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  818, 
it  has  been  anglicized  as  Pettigo.  The  location  and  descent  of  the  Mac- 
Governs  are  given  by  John  Donovan  in  an  Ordnance  Survey  Letter, 
dated  May  19,  1836. 

76)  Quoted  in  A.  S.  Green,  The  Making  of  Ireland  and  Its  Undoing, 

p.  76. 

77)  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Smaller  Social  History  of  Ancient  Ireland,  p.  30. 

78)  John  Q^Hart,  Irish  Pedigree^  Vol.  I,  p.  728.  ” 

79)  John  O* Donovan,  in  notes  to  The  Genealogies,  Tribes  and 
Customs  of  Hy  Fiachrach. 

80)  Rev.  C.  P.  Meehan,  The  Fate  and  Fortunes  of  Hugh  O* Neill, 
Earl  of  Tyrone,  etc.,  p.  283. 

81)  Burke's  Peerage  (1911)  under  Baron  Hagan. 

82)  According  to  Arthur  Ua  Clerigh,  The  History  of  Ireland  to  the 
Coming  of  Henry  II.  p.  253;  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  912;  and  Martin 
Haverty,  The  History  of  Ireland,  Maolmare  or  Mary,  daughter  of 
Kenneth  MacAlpin,  was  the  wife  of  Aedh  Finnliath  (Fair-Gray),  High- 
king  of  Ireland  (died  879)  and  consequently  the  grandmother  of  Eochaidh 
of  Drumleene,  ancestor  of  the  O'Devlins  and  the  O^Donnellys. 

83)  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  p.  63;  and 

A.  S.  Green,  The  Making  of  Ireland  and  Its  Undoing,  p.  109;  Owen  Con- 
nelan's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  p.  263. 

84)  Thomas  Matthews,  The  O'Neills  of  Ulster,  Vol.  H,  p.  103,  and 
Vol.  ni,  p.  17.  (According  to  Matthews  the  O" Mellons  and  the  O'Quinns 
were  both  Hereditary  Physicians,  but  he  does  not  give  his  authority  for 
this  statement.) 

85)  Roderick  O'Flaherty,  A  Chorographical  Description  of  West  or 
H-Iar  Connaught,  pp.  367-372.  The  ruler  referred  to  was  Flaherty 

Flaherty,  Lord  of  Sil  Murray  and  lar-Connaught,  who  was  killed  in 
1098.  For  particulars  as  to  fines  inflicted  see  The  Hon.  Emily  Lawless, 
Ireland,  p.  26;  and  The  Ancient  Laws  of  Ireland  (ed.  by  E.  O^  Curry), 

Vol.  m,  pp.  297,  433;  and  Vol.  IV,  p.  163. 

We  do  not  have  sufficient  information  about  the  inauguration  of 
sub-chiefs  like  The  O^Devlin  to  describe  the  ceremony,  which  was 
probably  much  less  elaborate  than  the  one,  described  in  the  text,  for 
0*Neill.  According  to  Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  there  are  in  neighboring 
Fermanagh  several  instances  of  subsidiary  chiefs  being  inaugurated 
directly  by  Maguire.  The  O^Devlin  may  have  been  "made"  by  Neill 
himself,  and  with  Uttle  ceremony. 

86)  In  Irish  O  Dobhailen. 

87)  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Short  History  of  Gaelic  Ireland,  p.  400. 

88)  Rev.  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of 
Ulster,  p.  161;  and  Sean  O^Faolain,  The  Great  O'Neill,  p.  ^ 
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V)  9lq09q  BMW  ,xniji3iq9Q4  bns  e8iiAAl<l(Mi  Bid 

’'.9dn589i«|  ildrt^  iti  ii*T«  hfu  ^»7dl9id  nwo  a/d^^ 
Ito  BlBnnA  moil  o^BajU]  adl  bI  snlSrolXol  sdT  fi 
lo  /loa  .qiliiN^ Id  iioB  ,io}jiPt  STiwSBl^.sJ  qUliW"  :01^8t  imbx 
Inow  QioaaoO^O  .9«J]  UiBomcKl  O  iliciVl  )o  noa  oill  biui  ;nAli8 

.9^11  noil fidiotl  ^  Il&GAfoG  bo£  nifid9£bo9^*illiiitiM  olnl  bJsi  t  no 
,iQ9d}  x^  919W  nitooeilA.  oacbioO  lo  anoa  sdi  Ijob  loinut  (nlWoG'O 
cucmoftT  k>  noa  ^doBdioInloT  ylomaa  ,snoBioq  ^Idon  boo^  bom 
fdboA  lo  noBv,iid3ioA*iBt  Ims  bisQ  odJ  {niovoCoaM  .BJl^iJ^dhaimoS 

**.1119111  nialB  919W  ,BBaiojfT  omaa  adi  lo  noa 
.oO  (Yooijd  xaiwiaiedD  nl  yiollttal  £  taw  niBdDcbosq-illctiiili 
,8X8  .q  ,J  .loV  dam  >mH*0  ndo(  ol  yubioooA  .(is&aamisY 

•oM  3d)  lo  Jooot»i)  bnjfc  noliCMl'^odT  yO^iSio^i  as  b^sioii^ns  aosd  asd  if 
x^ruuS  oomnJW  nj  nl  /rfivcmoa^)  adot  x^  aeri^  otm  anidvoO 

.888X^,81  \cbI4  bolftb 

,yiiuboU  Bg  hna  buland  lo  lalddW  MT  ^osiO  .8  .A  ni  bslouP  (d? 

T*  O'  ”*  •dr 

.oe  ,q  tbaMh'gilnoioaAP)  tiolslH  lgbo2  -r^lIiLfBa  A  ,90^01  .W  .<1  (rt  v 

,8yr  .a  J  iT^Ffl  ,li£H  o  ndol  ^  ^ 

:T  taoiaoissttoO  odlToJ  fidJ^^nlirjSvonoQ'O  fliloXfl<9T 

.rioaidD&i'^  tH  lo  aaotsutO 

JlloVl'Q  daifE  lo  awtiggjgiijljfn  infT  .r&daoM  .q  .0  .vofl  (68 

*258  ‘d  ,9n01YT  l0  Iis8 
•lu^fin'O  floina  i9bo0  <1 181)  sati—q  g*9ihiia 
9dl  o)  bttsioil  lo  yioiaiH  oiTr  «d:^i9l0  sU  ludliA  o)  ^biouOA  (S8 

flilii^  bcB  St9  .i»tefu  k>  BlgnnA  griT  ;8d£  .q  JI  rifloH  lo  anlmoS} 

Id  *T9ld;)ajd>  to  BXsmioBM  ,boal9iI  )o  TiolsiH  adT  .tliavaH 

-d^lH  ,(taii>~ii*T)  dlaitoniq  dbaA  lo  sllw  aili  Btw.|,nlqlAoiBl€  liXonaiSf^^ 
dblBdooa  lo  ladiomXmais  9iU  rlinoi/poaaoo  bas  (9V8  tolb)  brr&loil  lo  yiJjl 

9tU  kuis  BailT9(I*0  odi  lo  ioJa<)onB  ,90»9lnzin(I  k> 
boa  ;€a  *q  ^hcuIsiA  ^  TioiBiri  tioil8  A  ,09^{  .W  (£8^ 

-ooD  n^wO  ;8pl  Vq  VaploboU  ail  jbnji:  bfliToil  lo  somIpM  pdT  aodiO*.? 

•C8£  <q  ipQ^t  »ni  eli^A  adT  ol  etlon  b  naiair 

hna  .801  .q  41  JoV  ,T^iU  V-  lli^H'olriT  ,aw9rtJUM  BimoffT  (W 
BflnloP'O  9d)  bos  boo Uolil  C  odi  aMdUiJd  ol  yilbioDoA)  .n  .q  ,ni  .loV 
lol  tlHodlua  Bid  9vi9  loA  eoob  ad  bid  ^aoaioiBydq  y^ia^lbaiaH  d)od  aiaw 
4  ^  u  (JaomoisSa  aids 

10  nohm  oaaa  ImMunmnoMOjA  ^YtiadBia'O  doiiabofl  (88 

YhftxUia  MW  ol  lB8ii9l«n  imimt  3fWr  .STt-TdC  .qq  jdTiuimnoO  iBl»|i 
ni  baXJli  asw  oiw  MpusnaoO-rsl  boa  ys-iioH  (18  lo  bioJ  //nadBilv 
tBBBiwsJ  ^lima  .noH  sdT  aaa  baiOJiki/  B^nil  ol  aa  Bialuoxnaq  lol  .8601 

-3  -bo)  boBlail  lo  ewfij.  inoloaK  adT  boa  ;d£  .q  Jbnalail 
*"  .W1  .q  ,ff  JoV  bna  ;tU  ,t«£  .qq  ,in  .loV 

^1d  MiiaiifyuLfifii  adJ  Kroda  ooilamiolai  iaaloilliia  svad  ioa  ob  oW 

BBW  doidw  ,^fnomai93  oAl  adliotab  ol  nllvsa’O  odT  Bill  alsiito-dDB 
“^Laoi^iljtoj  adl  ni  bodiioeab  ,900  adl  omA)  almodala  aeaJ  doiim^^Yidadoiq 
^iiodd^lao  ni  aia  9191U  diioDDM  .8  Bsmol  .iM  ol  ^aibioDoA^^^  .Ui9KV>  * 
bolsiii^an^  ^oiod  alaiito  Yi^lbfadui:  lo  Beonaiani  laiavoi  ’  * 

U|9^*Q  ‘*9b£in"  naad  ovad  yam  niiv^G'O  ^dT  .a^usaNI  yd  yllooiib  i 

^  •  ynom  9Y9o  oUlti "dii wlma  ,11  oamlil 

,  .1  ^  oianaddoab  ilaiil  ol  (d8  >'  Vli.!ir 

.00^  .q  |ifuxJ9il  oiiaaOlo  riolaiH  n(>d8  A  ,9oyol  .W  Tq  (rS  : 

le  fiQlUmaiq  pyio  )ni>QOoA  IgoiioiajH  nA  JLiia  ayioaO  •loH  (88  WKl 

.B»  .q  ^Ui9d."Q  iaoiD  sdT^aio^'Q  nsoS  bna  ;i81  m  .leialU 
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89)  This  tradition  In  the  family  of  the  celebrated  Ann  Devlin  is 
told  by  the  Rev.  Brother  Luke  Cullen  in  his  manuscript  The  Life  and 
Sufferings  of  Ann  Devlin. 

90)  This  is  the  tradition  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin. 

See  Appendix  HI  for  further  information  about  the  Wicklow  Devlins  and 
their  origin. 

91)  See  Note  38  to  Chapter  II  and  note  9  to  Chapter  HI. 

92)  Notes  by  Owen  Connelan  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 
pp.  709,  714;  and  Sean  O'Faolain,  The  Great  O'Neill,  p.  303i 

93)  Notes  by  Owen  Connelan  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 
pp.  627,  630,  696-700. 

94)  A.  J.  C.  Hare,  Walks  in  Rome.  Vol.  II,  p.  339. 

95)  John  O^Hart,  The  Last  Princes  of  Tara. 

96)  P.  W.  Joyce,  A  Smaller  Social  History  of  Ancient  Ireland,  p.  110. 

97)  In  The  O^ Neills  of  Ulster.  Vol.  II,  p.  86,  Thomas  Matthews 
tells  of  an  O* Neill  banshee,  whose  name  was  Mauveen,  at  Shane’s  Castle 
In  eastern  Ulster.  This  banshee  belonged  to  the  Clandeboy  branch  of 
the  family.  Apparently  the  O’Neills  were  still  supposed  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  banshees  as  late  as  the  nineteenth  century,  according  to  How 
Thomas  Connolly  met  the  Banshee^  by  J.  Todhunter  (in  Irish  Fairy  and 
Folk  Tales,  edited  by  W.  B.  Yeats).  The  story  relates  that:  "There 
was  a  Misther  O’Nales,  was  come  on  a  visit,  ye  must  know,  to  a  place 
In  the  neighborhood  -  one  o’  the  ould  O’Nayles  in  the  county  Tyrone,  a 
rale  ould  Irish  family  -  an*  the  banshee  was  heard  keening  around  the 
house  that  same  night,  be  more  than  one  that  was  in  it..." 

Obviously  the  O’Neills  were  entitled  to  the  ministrations  of  a 
banshee,  if  any  were  available,  but  the  Fitzgeralds,^  a  family  of  Norman 
descent,  were  also  supposed  to  possess  family  banshees.  In  Irish  Fairy 
and  Folk  Tales,  pp.  120-121,  appears  the  translation  of  a  poem  by  the 
Irish  poet  Clarence  Mangan,  being  a  "Lamentation"  for  the  death  of  Sir 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  and  yet  he  adds:  "For  the  high  Milesian  race 
alone,  ever  flows  the  music  of  her  woe",  evidently  attempting  to  ascribe 
to  the  Fitzgeralds  that  lineage  which  alone,  in  earlier  times,  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  accomplished  by  banshees. 

98)  John  o’ Donovan’s  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 

Vol.  VI,  p.  1985. 

99)  This  version  is  quoted  in  a  note  to  the  poems  of  Thomas 
Campbell.  A  slightly  different  account  of  this  saying  appears  in  Seamas 
MacManus,  The  Story  of  the  Irish  Race,  p.  353.  Also  see  T.  B. 

Macaulay,  The  History  of  England,  Vol.  II,  p.  126. 

100)  John  O'Donovan'^s  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  for 
the  year  1523. 

101)  John  O’Donovan,  Ordnance  Survey  Letters,  Londonderry,  in  a 
letter  from  Draperstown  Cross,  dated  Sept.  19,  1834.  For  music  of 
banshee’s  cry  see  Irish  Fairy  and  Folk  Tales  (ed.  by  W.B.  Yeats),  p.  346. 

102)  Notes  of  John  O" Donovan  to  The  Top^raphical  Poem  of  John 
o’Dugan,  etc.,  p.  xbc.  The  O’ Mellons  were  associated  with  the  Mulhol- 
lands  as  wardens  of  this  relic. 

103)  Rev.  John  Ryan,  Ireland  from  A.  D.  800  to  A.  D.  1600,  p.  150; 
also  Eoin  MacNeill,  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  334. 


Y 

811 


s. 


5 


8i  nmA  9Ai  k>  t*^«J**  aolJibni  alilT  (88 

|v^  0ilT  a)H  ni  ndltoO  oAiJ  TditSoifl  •vsfl  ^ 

- - -  rjiK  \o  aaflJpttiiE 

.niCv9<I  4  in/UtA  -iQ  lo  nl  aoJ«t>ni  ad)  al  «iiit  (6f 
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104)  In  his  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  Owen  Connelan 
says:  "The  term  caoralghecht  was  applied  to  a  body  who  attended  the 
army  as  predatory  troops,  and  they  are  called  by  the  English  creaghts." 

105)  This  probably  refers  to  Connelan,  which  Owen  Connelan 
gives  in  his  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  p,  50  as  chief  of 
Crioch  Tullach,  a  territory  represented  on  the  accompanying  map  by 
Philip  MacDermott  as  close  to,  if  not  in,  the  Sperrin  Mountains,  in 
northern  Tyrone.  Connelan  says  that  the  name  has  been  altered  by 
some  to  Connolly. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  UI 


1)  Note  of  Owen  Connelan  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 
p.  718. 

2)  According  to  the  Patent  Roll  of  James  1  (192,  Patent  8),  Brian 
O^Develin  was  assigned  the  townlands  of  Monigar  and  Knockfada.  These 
appear  as  Moneygarah  and  Knockavaddy,  respectively,  in  Griffith's 
Valuation  (1859-1860);  the  former  containing  in  excess  of  166  acres 
and  the  latter  in  excess  of  236,  making  a  total  of  slightly  more  than  402 
acres  in  the  grant.  At  the  time  of  Griffith's  Valuation  these  townlands, 
and  others,  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Misses  Bailie,  members  of  a 
family  owning  much  land  in  Tyrone.  In  John  O'Hart's  Irish  Pedigrees, 
Vol.  n,  p.  516,  appear  the  names  of  the  new  lessees  in  the  Precinct  of 
Dungannon. 

3)  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of  Ulster, 
note  7,  p.  125. 

4)  Wife,  or  more  probably  widow,  of  Sir  Francis  Roe,  to  whom  it 
had  at  first  been  proposed  to  grant  Munterevlin.  See  note  30  to 
Chapter  II.  In  The  Civil  Survey  of  Ireland  (1654-1656),  Vol.  HI,  p.  264, 
under  the  heading  of  barony  of  Dungannon,  parish  of  Dissertagh,  it  is 
stated:  "We  find  that  in  Anno  1615,  that  Dame  Marge rie  Roe  did  pur¬ 
chase  the  sd  two  towne  lands  called  Munigere  and  Knockavaddie  from 
Brian  O  Darlein  and  from  Brian  Og  O  Darlein."  "Og"  means  "junior" 
and  refers  to  the  son  of  the  chief,  possibly  the  same  Brian  O'Develin 
who  was  slain  in  1643  while  serving  as  a  captain  in  Sir  Phelim  O'Neill's 
army.  (See  note  33  to  this  chapter.)  In  various  documents  the  name  of 
this  lessee  appears  as  O'Develin,  O'Develyn,  O'Deavelin,  O'Deublinge, 
and  o' Darlein,  illustrating  again  the  extreme  variability  of  seventeenth 
century  spelling  of  Milesian  names. 

5)  See  Burke's  Peerage  under  Earls  Castle  Stewart. 

6)  The  subsequent  re-division  of  Munterevlin  in  1923  is  not  taken 
into  account  in  these  remarlcs.  See  note  35  to  Chapter  H. 

7)  This  information  has  been  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  Glasgow. 

8)  In  A  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland  (1st  edition,  p.  19)  Edmund 
Curtis  says:  "The  numbers  of  the  royal  clans  was  never  large,  even 
after  several  centuries  from  the  eponymous  ancestor;  thus  in  Elizabeth  s 
reign  ‘Sir  Conor  Maguire  could  make  almost  of  his  own  surname  120 
horse  and  600  foot'  (Description  of  Ireland,  1598  ed.  Hogan),  i.e.  the 
Maguires  would  be  about  700  men." 
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In  Phases  of  Irish  History,  p.  292,  Eoin  MacNeill  says:  "The 
O^Nellls  of  Ulster  were  never  more  than  a  small  fraction  of  Tyrone  or 
any  part  of  Tyrone.  Shane  O^Neill,  in  order  to  convince  certain  persons 
of  the  futility  of  trying  to  poison  him,  said  that  if  the  hundred  best  men 
of  the  name  of  O'Neill  were  cut  off,  there  would  still  be  O'Neills  to 
succeed  him." 

With  regard  to  the  O' Devlins  a  better  comparison  can  be  made 
as  to  numbers  with  neighboring  septs  who  occupied  a  similar  position 
in  the  clan  and  whose  territories  were  comparable  in  size  to  Munterevlin. 
As  previously  stated,  both  the  O' Donnellys  and  the  O' Hagans  furnished 
O'Neill  with  100  infantry  apiece,  but  with  60  horsemen  the  O' Donnellys 
furnished  twice  the  number  of  cavalry  as  did  the  O' Hagans.  The 
O'Quinns  are  said  to  have  supplied  80  foot  and  20  horse.  As  compared 
with  the  Maguire  forces,  these  figures  indicate  that  neither  the  O' Don¬ 
nellys,  the  o' Hagans,  nor  the  O'Quinns  numbered  more  than  a  few  score 
each  in  the  clan  days,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  few  score  would  com¬ 
prise  all  those  bearing  the  surname  O'Devlin  at  that  time.  (Owen 
Connelan's  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  p.  659.) 

9)  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has  sent  the  author  a  copy  of  the  "Pardon 
to  Owyn  O  Hagane,  of  Tullaghoge,  Chief  of  his  name,  Gent.",  dated  1602, 
(Eliz.  Fiant  6714-5484).  Besides  the  chief,  there  are  twenty-four 
O'Hagans  included  in  this  amnesty  and  four  O'Devlins  (i.e.  Neile,  Brian 
duffe,  Teige  and  Terelagh  O  Deublinge,  all  described  as  yeomen). 

Among  the  followers  of  O' Hagan  included  in  this  pardon  appear  the 
same  multiplicity  of  surnames  as  we  find  in  that  of  The  O'Devlin.  (See 
note  38  to  Chapter  II).  Altogether  thirty  different  names  appear  in  The 
o'Hagan' s  pardon. 

10)  An  idea  of  the  riches  of  Irish  poetry  may  be  obtained  by  read¬ 
ing  Dr.  Douglas  Hyde's  A  Literary  History  of  Ireland.  Modern  writers 
such  as  James  Stephens  and  William  Butler  Yeats  have  interpreted  the 
ancient  poetry  of  Ireland  for  readers  of  the  present  day. 

11)  Seamas  MacManus,  The  Story  of  the  Irish  Race,  p.  407;  Sir 
Bernard  Burke,  Vicissitudes  of  Families,  Vol.  H,  p.  122.  For  condition 
of  Milesian  aristocracy  after  the  Confiscations  also  see  T.  B.  Macaulay, 
The  History  of  England,  Vol.  II,  p.  124. 

12)  In  contrast  to  the  wide  fluctuations  in  wealth  and  power  that 
are  observable  among  Irish  families,  their  funeral  customs  have  often 
been  retained  intact  for  many  generations  and,  if  correctly  interpreted, 
may  throw  light  on  a  family's  past  even  where  documentary  evidence  is 
lacking. 

In  Ireland  under  the  Georges,  p.  59,  Constantia  Maxwell  gives 
an  account  of  a  funeral  in  1729  at  which  the  deceased  was  taken  to  the 
cemetery  in  a  hearse  drawn  by  six  horses,  and  six  horses  were  also 
attached  to  Parnell's  hearse. 

In  MacDonagh's  History  of  Ballymote,  etc.,  p.  180,  it  is  said 
that  "even  up  to  this  time  (about  1890)  an  age-long  custom,  that  of  four 
Scanlons  carrying  a  MacDonagh's  coffin  to  the  graveside,  was  still 
claimed  as  a  prerogative."  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  says  that  to  the 
present  day  in  Donegal  the  coffin  of  the  deceased,  in  some  parts,  must 
be  borne  by  four  men  of  his  own  surname.  These  would  appear  to  be 
customs  dating  from  the  clan  days. 

13)  The  fact  that  the  majority  of  Devlins  are  Catholics  is  so 
obvious  as  hardly  to  need  demonstration.  In  The  Calendar  of  the 
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ii/ol-^3n®w3  9*11  9i9ft3  ,l9lil3  9<13  aobiidfl  .(WAd-MVd  imi'l  .1113) 
ofiliB  ,9li  jVl  .9.1)  aallTsa'O  lool  but  xI«^wo»  b9buto4ii  anagiH'O 

.(11911109^  BM  badiiozob  lls  O  dyilsTisT  bou  sjioT  ,9ltob 

9/13  iivqqg  oobTtq  aidt  ai  baboioiii  /iRjtgH^Q  lo  ei99Fioliol  9fU  gnooxA 
992)  •iuIysQ'O  sitT  lo  3g43  nl  bail  sw  as  a9ta£aiu8  lo  ^3lotlqi3iuin  smsa 
9dT  fli  a&9qq£  a9axfia  3n9i9llib  xi'idi  i94l39jo3lA  *(II  laiqjulD  oi  8C  stoo 

jKxIniq  e'ofiafiH'O 

-bgoi  baatsido  9d  yatn  danl  lo  isiioii  oiti  lo  lebi  nA ,  (OI 

aioiiTV  msbolil  ,bnslyil  to  ty393iJ  A  iSb^M  irIji/oQ  .lO  90! 

9i13  b93oiqi9inJ  9vsd  aiseY  laituB  cn^iliW  bnc  enadqoib  ismiX  as  doua 

,y£b  3n9i97q  9dJ  lo  ii9bR»i  lol  basloil  lo  ^isoq  3a9loni 
il2  ;T6b  .q  ,9DMta  rialil  9it3  lo  Y10J&  9/iT  .aynsHoshL  sjmsoS  (it 
ooii/tifR>9  ic'i  .8iSx\q  j  -ioV  lo  labotlietoiV  .93(108  bisnioB 

tXSiosostd  -fi  .T  991  oali  aaollRMllnoO  9riJ  Tilli:  nRiasliM  lo 

.KI  .q  M  .loV  .boilj^a  lo  ^oialH  9i!T 
ifiili  i9«oq'brui  diUow  oi  anoIisiiiouH  oblw  edi  o3  laaiinoD  ol  (SI 
flftilo  9¥9/i  ataotauo  Isisoi/l  liodi  «a9iIiiBRl  liaiil  ^nofnR'aidRVioado  eis 
Ji9}9iqi9iMu  ^13991100  li  PMitMioaa^  ^nam  lol  iORloJ  b9flifi39i  n99d 
ai  99n9bhr9  yi^smaawoob  oiodw  nsvo  izsq.8\lim£l  s  no  id^li  woidi  ^£a 

I  .yiidoai 

a9vl:i  !l9Wii£l4  fiiJnsianoD  ,88  .q  ,B9yo90^3  lebno  nl 

adi  03  asdal  asw  boasaoab  sdi  doirtw  is  ftST  1  oi  li.T94Wil  a  ro  iiwoooB  as 
*  ^^  osis  now  esanod  jcJb  bos  ,B9aiod  toa  xd  awsib  saisod  s  ai  x'iatBcaao 
,  ^  '  .9BY&9d  a 'lianas^  oi  bsdosiis 

'  bias  ai  11  ,081  .q  .-oia . . o3»jfn  yU cB  to  noialH  a^d^RnoCoall  nl 

luol  lo  iaiU  iiKoiauo  yxol^oys  or  ((Wti  loodg)  smii  aldl  ol  qu  0999"  ladi 
•  ^  llIia  aRW  ,9bia9fsi;i  9di  oi  o/lloo  a^n>^oClo£bl  1  anolARoB 

4^  9d3  oi  JaiiJ  afsa  ^iialldl  aonoisT  .iM  ^.avIiRyxiaiq  s  as  b«nlaIo 

I  tavsn  ,B3TMi  94Boa  111  ,b98A999b  odi  lo  aillo9  artJ  iR^^^nod  oi  inaasiq 

bSilf  9d  03  iRaqqg  biiK>w  e^aadX  .amAoiiia  nwo  aid  lo  flsm  mol  ^  saiod  ed 

"  K :/  ►  n  i  •'I  ♦  '*,1*  .-i^ab  orIo  aril  cctoil  ^aiiab  amoiaao 

»  .■  it,b^  oa  al  aoiiodicO  91R  anil’^oCX  lo'^  xihrolani  edi  Icdi  io&\  9dX  (tl  4  _  { 

9rij  lo  labfiaJaO  odT  nl  ^oURTianomsb  baaa  oi  aa  aoolYdo 
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National  University  of  Ireland,  which  is  predominantly  Catholic,  there 
are  listed  eighteen  Devlins  among  its  graduates,  including  seven  in 
arts,  seven  in  medicine,  two  in  engineering  and  two  in  science.  On  the 
other  hand  the  Protestant  University  of  Dublin  has  only  three  Devlin 
graduates,  all  in  theology,  and  one  graduate  of  the  name  appears  in  the 
Calendar  of  the  Protestant  University  of  Belfast.  (These  notes  were 
made  in  1935.)  In  Thomas  Ireland  Directory,  1933,  there  were  two 
Devlins  listed  as  clergymen  of  the  Protestant  Church  of  Ireland,  as 
compared  with  five  Catholic  priests. 

14)  His  name  also  appears  as  Divelin,  Divelinn,  and  Devlin.  (See 
notes  to  Appendix  VI  for  further  information  about  this  man.) 

Cornelius  Develin  is  referred  to  in  Lough  Neagh  in  Legend 
and  History,  by  John  ].  Marshall.  Under  the  date  October,  1649,  it  is 
said:  "A  combined  loyalist  and  Irish  force  came  before  Antrim  and 
summoned  the  town  to  yield  to  the  King.  But  those  within  the  castle, 
one  of  Cromwell* s  captains  with  his  company  and  one  Lieutenant  Devlin 
with  a  troop,  returned  answer  that  they  would  not  yield  the  castle;  on 
which  the  town  was  assaulted  and  burnt,  and  some  were  commanded  to 
fire  at  the  mount  and  castle;  but  to  little  purpose,  where  was  lost  one 
Captain  Maglaghlin,  and  about  twelve  men  without  any  hopes  of  getting 
either  the  castle  or  mount;  being  a  place  not  fit  for  a  running  party  to 
attack."  Devlin,  in  this  passage,  loc^s  like  a  modernization  of  some 
three -syllable  form. 

15)  The  Landowners  of  Ireland,  by  U.  H.  Hussey  de  Burgh,  Land 
Agent. 

16)  The  cognomens  used  by  the  Devlins  in  Munterevlin  at  the 
present  day  resemble  those  employed  by  the  ancient  Romans.  In  The  * 
History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  Vol.  IV,  p.  491, 
Edward  Gibbon  says:  "Among  the  Romans  a  gens  or  lineage  was 
united  by  a  common  name  and  domestic  rites;  the  various  cognomens 
or  surnames  of  Scipio  or  Marcellus  distinguished  from  each  other  the 
subordinate  branches  or  families  of  the  Cornelian  or  Claudian  race." 

Mr.  John  Devlin  has  also  supplied  the  following  additional 
nicknames  added  to  Devlin  in  Munterevlin  and  its  vicinity:  Susie,  Owen, 
English,  Neddy,  McGuiness,  Culoughs,  Nugent,  Offs. 

In  Griffith's  Valuation  (1861)  appear  the  following  cognomens 
attached  to  Devlin  in  and  around  Munterevlin:  Black,  Neave,  Rogers, 
Boy,  Clonba,  Fox,  Gow,  Barne,  Dan,  Sermon,  Wheelright,  "of  the 
Bridge",  Culla,  Carpenter,  Gundy,  Nick,  Ned,  Edward,  Banker,  Owen, 
More,  Wee,  Susan. 

These  cognomens  are  found  in  the  parish  of  Arboe,  where  the 
Devlins  are  most  numerous,  and  in  the  neighboring  parish  of  Ballyclog. 
For  similar  cognomens  added  to  their  surnames  among  Devlins  in  the 
parish  of  Clonmany,  peninsula  of  Inishowen,  Donegal,  see  note  22  to 
this  Chapter. 

The  same  custom  prevails  in  parts  of  Scotland.  "The  Scottish 
fishers  are  generally  in  want  of  surnames.  There  are  seldom  more 
than  two  or  three  surnames  in  a  fish  town.  The  grocers  in  ‘booking* 
their  customers,  invariably  insert  the  nickname."  S.  Baring-Gould, 
Family  Names  and  Their  Story,  p.  298. 

17)  Dr.  J.  G.  Devlin  says  that,  although  they  no  longer  speak  Irish 
in  Munterevlin,  they  employ  occasional  Irish  words  in  their  everyday 
speech;  as  an  example  "keen-ae-ing"  for  the  howl  of  a  dog  at  night. 
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piiorUsO  Bi  4otiiw  9ii  \o  ttlaisvinU  iaftotjM  ^  r 

0?  a9VM  ^niiMridoi  tadisvfes*!^  sii  8nilY9^a99i/1^9  bsiali'tti'^*^  •  1 

9dJ  nO  .s^^Ki^oa  ai  owi  boB  ^leanl^d  rtl  ona  ,9a>9lt>9iii  ni  n9v»e  ,alTji  V 
flUvea  99iili  lino  ntl&jQ  \c  x^Ja'X^InU  mfiteeJon^I  •rii  bnirf  isdlo  ^  j 
9dS  ai  B*iji»qq«  uniui  dilHo  siAubBiy  9fio  bna  ,y^io9d}  oi  JIb  ,B9ifiubsis  r 

919W  Bsiofl  seiflT)  lo  tl^e'x^vlnU  Jnslsslcn^l  aril  lo  iBbnalaO 

owl  319W  9i9di  .TioiDoiK!  bcBisiI  a'lnodT  id  <.«eei  ni  ab&ia 

SB  tbajLiail  lo  flom/ID  JiudBaioi*!  9/lj  lo  /i9n3^c8*<9X9  as  b^lail  a/iilYod  ' 

ITi?!  .a:rBti^q  oiioiitsO  9vll  dli#  bsiaqoioo  * 

998)  rnllvaC  boB  4iftli9TiG  ^ii9vl(l  z/t  Bia^qqs  otls  Qtnfiii  aiH^  (M 

(jifta  aidl  loods  noixscaiolni  tsiHujI  lol  IV  xibnoqqA  ol  aslon 
nl  iljiooH  ni  ol  b9i79l9i  Bl  nilovoO  aviiMiioDi: 

«i  li  ,C^dl  ,t9ck>ib6  sinJk  841  labnU  .lUulaisM  -I  n4ot\d  .Y^olaiH  baa 
haft  mitlfiA  oiolsd  ooifto  9010I  lianl  bojs  laiUYol  baiUdmcoT^^lb® 

«9iiaso  9<li  niiliiw  oaodl  liiH  biU  01  blftiy  ol  mvol  ortl  bsoofninoa  ' 

nilvftC  iasn^)u9iJ  ano  has  YnaqraoD  aid  dllw  aniishifto  a'll^wmoiO  lo  aoo 

OP  ;9liai;o  aitl  blaiy  ion  blnow  \^drtl  larti  lawaaft  bananlai  ^qacil  ft  diiw  ) 

ol  b^bnftfliiaoo  ai^w  sinoa  bok  .inHli/d  bos  boHnsaaft  asw  awoi  diil  rioidv  '  m 

900  laol  aftw  9i9dw  ,9ao<riin}  aJtHi  ol  lad  ;9JJafiO  bns  ImioGi  odl  la  9t11  ^ 

lo  B9qoft  ^oft  luorUhr  nocn  ^ylavrt  Jnods  bna  ^IriaaljaM  nislqftO 
oj  ^ftq  yUnnin  ft  lol  lil  Xw  ^oaiq  ft  jlnnom  10  sliaso  oitl  i9d)l9 
omoa  !o  noJiaftiniabom  s.a^il  aiool  .sasiaaq  aidl  ni  ^ilYda  ".doaUft 

•iCtlOl  oidftill^-991ill 

boftj  «/i^n8  »b  ^oaanH  .H  .11  yd.  ^bnsJoil  lo  aiogpoboiU  9dT  (81 


.Ino^A 

9dl  1ft  niivftislnuM  ni  ^ItysQ.  odl  ^  boau  aotmonsoo  culT  (81 
nl  .ftiiftfiioil  taftionft  945  boyolqm#  9Bo41  eidozeafti  ^sb  Insasiq 
jep  .q  ^VI  .loV  fiftmoH  sdJ  lo  lJUl  bns  gniiooC  91II  lo 

asw  9^9nli  TO  ^9^  ft  aoftfflo^  ftrfl  yvomA"  rayaB  noddle  biftwbjl  . 
ftnftmonnoo  anoiXBv  91(1  jaolii  Dilaoflio^  bos  sman  nommoo  bsUnii  .^  , 
9riJ  ladio  4909  moil  b^dBliiftn/ia/b  aullaoiftKI  lo  oiqioS  lo^  a9inftniiia  10 

'^•99fti  nftibiiftiO  10  HiiilanioO  941  lo  asilimal  lo  aodonaid  9lftaibtod0a 
lanoliibbft  sniwUol  sdi  baiiqqi/a  oala  aad  niiiaQ  n4ol  .iM  ^  ^ 

JI9WO  ,9>a«2  j^ilnJoM  aU  bna  flilv9i9lnijM  ni  nilT9a  ol  bsbbft  ?.muiAoUi  ^  I 

•alK)  (inoftoVl  «s4)^IijO  v^aaniuGoM  t^bbsW  ^ail^3 
anftfflonjoo  s^nlwoliol  945  ift9qqft  (188IJ  ooiisuiaV  a'dimJiO.ol  1 
(fti9ftoH  fSVftoH  ,jl9fti8  siilvftiftinoM  bcuroia  Eoa  ni  niivsG  ol  badoaHa 
ft4i  lo“  ,54ftiil994W  «nomi92  ^aQ  ,9nift8  ,woO  •Xol^cinolO  ,^>8* 

,n»wO  ,i9drtfta  ^Iftwba^.b9li  ,*>m  ,^bnnO  ^iilnoqiaO  ^oO  i 

.naaiiS  ,99W  ,9iolA 

941  9194w  ,9odiA  lo  daJicq  «41  ni  bnifol  9tb  enscnon^oo  989dT  t 
.ftolOY^Lafi  lo  daiiaq  ftailod4fti9n  941  ni  boa  yBcroisflxun  laom'sia  8niiv9(X  ^ 

9di  ni  BAilT90  %noiKft  e^oiftmuB  liodl  oi  bsbba  anomonftao^islimie  lo^  -  \ 
ol  SS  9X^a  99e  U^^onoQ  ^ewodaixd  16  Mluealaaq  ,^asmnoJD  lo  dftixaq  ^  1 

.islqftdD  aidl  ^ 

^  rtalUooe  94T"  .bnaUooS  lo  atiaq  ni  BlifiY9iq  cnolai/o  oisaa  ©riT  ^  J 

aroblsa  trta  wioitT  If'smftnma  lo  Insw  ni  oia  8i94ail 

yiijlood*  ni  2199019  mwoj  dail  s  ni  Bsmantna  99i41 10  owl  nadl..  j 
•■  4diK>0-ftniiftfl  •£  ''.sniftnjloin  adl  iisani  \[Idiiiiftvoi  ,Bi9XD0iaii9  lisdl^ 

'  ^  «nQife  .TJ9ilT  hna  aaniftM  lUmljt  ^ 

daiil  jteoqa  19900!  oc  vsrti  dsvodiU  .ladl  ByjM‘jniZv«a  .ra  W  * 
tftbifi^yy  1I941  at  ^drtow  daiil  iftnoiaftooo  ^olqino  ^941  ni  j 

•14^  1ft  job  ft  lo  iwo4*"9il|  lol  "jai>9ft«n994  jolqmaxs  ns  ba  jdDesqa  v  | 
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This  derives  from  the  Irish  verb  for  crying,  l.e.  caolnlm.  Such  cries 
are  supposed  to  presage  bad  luck. 

Dr.  Seamus  O’ Ceallaigh  says  that  Irish  was  still  spoken  in  his 
youth  In  the  parish  of  Derryloran,  north  of  Cookstown. 

Mr.  Terence  Rafferty,  writing  in  1945,  says  that  he  knows  a 
Patrick  Devlin,  living  in  the  townland  of  Creggan,  parish  of  Termon- 
maguirk,  Co.  Tyrone,  who  is  an  Irish  speaker.  He  is  about  sixty  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Rafferty  believes  that  he  is  one  of  the  last  in  Tyrone,  if 
not  the  very  last,  to  speak  Irish  as  his  native  tongue,  at  least  of  those 
to  whom  Irish  has  come  down  in  an  unbroken  tradition. 

18)  From  a  letter  to  the  author  dated  Feb.  25,  1937.  Dr.  J.  G. 

Devlin  uses  the  alternate  spellings  of  Ardboe  and  Mullinahoe,  which  the 
author  has  taken  the  liberty  of  changing  to  those  represented  on  the 
Ordnance  Survey  Maps. 

In  a  letter  dated  Sept.  21,  1945,  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  says: 

"For  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  the  war  part  of  the  Devlin  territory 
in  Tyrone  was  occupied  by  an  American  aerodrome.  I  often  wondered 
whether  there  happened  to  be  any  Devlin  among  the  airmen  or  mechanics, 
and  if  so  whether  he  was  aware  that  he  was  working  on  the  territory  of 
his  ancestors." 

Munterevlin  was  the  birthplace  of  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  family,  Dr.  Joseph  Devlin,  who  was  born  in  1874  at  Arboe,  in  the 
electoral  division.  He  began  his  professional  career  as  a  teacher  of 
Latin  and  Greek  in  Ireland,  went  from  there  to  the  United  States  and 
later  to  Hawaii  and  Australia.  On  his  return  to  this  country  he  made 
his  residence  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  is  a  lexicographer,  a  lecturer 
for  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  author  of  works  both  in  prose  and 
poetry.  (The  New  Standard  Encyclopaedia,  Vol.  DC,  p.  128.) 

19)  See  Appendix  V  for  forms  of  the  surname.  The  Donnellys,  like 
the  Devlins,  have  discarded  the  O',  but  of  4300  Hagans  at  the  time  of 
the  Census  of  1890,  1475  spelled  their  name  O'Hagan. 

20)  In  his  Special  Report  on  Surnames  in  Ireland,  Sir  Robert  E. 
Matheson  states  that  at  the  time  of  the  Census  of  1890  there  were  in 
Ireland  (in  round  numbers)  62,600  Murphys,  55,900  Kellys,  43,600 
Sullivans,  41,700  Walshes,  33,700  Smiths,  33,400  O'Briens,  33,300 
Byrnes,  32,000  Ryans,  31,200  Connors,  29,100  O'Neills,  29,000  Reillys 
and  23,000  Doyles.  The  last  on  the  list  of  the  one  hundred  most  common 
surnames  in  Ireland  is  Dwyer  with  8100. 

In  this  census  there  were  slightly  more  than  twice  as  many 
Donnellys  as  there  were  Devlins,  but  since  there  are  Donnellys  of 
various  lineages  in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  they  are  not  all  descendants 
of  the  Tyrone  sept.  There  are  also  several  lineages  of  O'Neills,  some 
of  them  unconnected  with  the  Ulster  family  of  that  name. 

21)  Landholders  in  these  lists  include  both  freeholders  and  lease¬ 
holders. 

In  the  first  edition  of  this  book,  before  the  author  had  profited 
by  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin's  collaboration,  an  attempt  was  made  to  confirm 
the  original  habitation  of  the  Devlins  in  Ulster  by  a  study  of  their 
present  distribution  in  that  province.  Taking  the  Ulster  names  in  Kelly's 
Ireland  Directory,  1905,  it  is  found  that  47%  of  the  Devlins  listed  there 
lived  in  Tyrone,  22%  in  Londonderry,  19%  in  Antrim  and  12%  in  the 
four  counties  of  Donegal,  Down,  Monaghan  and  Armagh.  If  Belfast  is 
eliminated,  which  is  a  recent  growth  and  has  drawn  its  population  from 
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MtJ  »di  moil  89vii9b  shlT 
_  l>£<f  oi  bs8oq<|iJB  «i£ 

Bill  nl  MOjioqB  lti)«  &£W  tfalil  Isiii  ay£8  d^ialU^O  O  Mumu^S  .iCl 

^woSafhaO  lo  dSior.  ,A£noiYii^  lo  daiisq  9ii)  nJ  rlluot 
s  awon)(  <wi  ,dM£  tti  anlliiw  ,vji9lljsM  aonoi^T  4.„i  ** 

-^irofliisT  lo  hall  MI  ,rt£lt9^0  lo  tsiijtlnvrol  miJ  tU  Miivil  jto)il£^ 

.  Jttod*  al  oH  riaiil  nit  a*  oifw  ^anoiicT  .oO 

H  edflOi^T  Hi  laal  vltlo'wio  ei  ad  ifiJll  aavallMi  ^tlialliJi  .ill  .a^  lo 
920IU  lo  ie£Bi  tc^tau^ool  ariJan  aid  aa  daiil  dsaqa  o)  t^aai  ftBr  adl  loo 

jnolllbai  >  R^jioidrui  lic  itl  awob  omoo  aad  dalil  modw  oi 
.0  4  .lO  .7€8I  .da'H  baliib  loniua  adl  ol  la^ial  k  otoi'1  (81 
•dJ  iiDidw  ,9oitjMii!i/M  boa  aodtnA  lo  e^niiljMia  fiisniaiU  afb  eoaii  nllvaa 
aril  no  bairvasrxqai  aaodi  o  tniyisdo  lo  ^  nodai  asii  ,ioiilD£ 

•  (I  t  .isq^li  xsy'iyS  aon^nbiO 

:8xse  fDOoiiJt*  .iM  ♦dMil  ,1S  .Jqa8  bai£b  laJlai  aal 

XioMna)  nllvaCI  adl  lo  H«q  i£W  adl  lo  ausax  lo  owl  iaal  eiU  lol” 
^  baiaboow  nallo  1  .anioiboiaa  dsoiiamA  nis  x<^  baiqoooo  aaw  anoixT  nJ 
^aolasiia^ic  lo  Raoiila  adl  ^ribrna  ii/fvaQ  x**®  bitoaqqad  siadl  lariiadw 
lo  x^ilnaJ  adi  no  yilliow  aaw  ad  lad)  auwra  aaw  ad  ladladw  oa  II  hna 

r  '*,aiolaaoas  aid 

lo  ladmam  bedahi^llalb  a  lo  aoaiqrflild  adl  aaw  nlWoiaiaxill 
^  adJ  nl  ,9odiA  la  K8I  nl  mod  aaw  odw  ^livaQ  dqaaol  .lO  ,vIifliBl  adJ 
lo  laitoaal  a  as  laaiao  XanoiSBaloiq  aid  ac^ad  aH  .notahrlb  laioloala 
* '  bna  aalalS  bailnU  adi  oi  aiaiU  moil  laaw  .boaiail  nl  daaiO  baa  niiaj 

ibam  ad  3l<ll  ol  miilai  aid  nO  .aliailaxiA  bna  llawaH  oi  lalai 

laitiloal  a  ,iadqaiipolx9i  a  ai  aH  .dioY  waM  lo  xH^  ^1  *^1  sonablaai  aid 
*  beta  aaoiq  nl  dXtd  atfiow  lo  lodiua  adl  bna  ^uiiiDiibS  lo  biao6  adi  lol 
^  -  (.881  .q  *30  .SoV  tfilbaMjoloxanl  biabna^  waW  adT) 

aXil  ,axIl^ncoQ  .amajitaa  a/ii  lo  aottiol  lol  V  xlbnacjiiA  9^  (Q1 
lo  amll  adl  la  ana^H  OOCI*  lo  Sad  /O  adl  babiaoalb  avad  .aniX^aa  adl 

.na^^M'O  Man  liadl  ballaqa  IVbl  ,0881  lo  auanaO  adl 
.a  liodoH  liB  ni  aanianni8  no  lioctafl  (ajaaqS  aid  nl  (08 

aiaw  aiads  W8i  lo  "auacab  9iis  lo  Mil  ^l  la  MAI  aalala  noeadlaM 
008, Cf  008»W  ,exdqii>M’ 008,88  (aiadmufl  bnuoi  ni)  bnaiail 

OOC.Ce  ,aiiaNa'0  0Oa,8E  .iulSim8  OOT, 86  .aarteliiW  OOT,Ib..>aaaillliiB 
aylllaH  000,8$  ,aIilaM‘0  00l,«£  ,aionnoO  008, r€  ,anaxH  000,8C  ,8amxa 
aomtaoo  laooi'  baib^uid  ano  adl  lo  iail  adl  no  laai  adT  .aalyoQ  000,88  boa 

b.0018  dliw  laywC  ai  bnalail  nl  aamaniaa 
ynam  ea  aniwi  nadi  aiom  xHdaila  aiaw  aiadl  auanao  aidi  nl  .|( 
lo  sylianooG  aia  aiadl  aonie  lud  ,anJiTaG  aiaw  aiadl  aa  axilanxioQ 
elnabnaoaab  tla  ion  aia  xBd^  ,bn£i9il  lo  aliaq  Snaialllb  nl  aa^aanil  aiioliaa 
ai&oa  ,aHfaW*0  lo  aa^aanii  laiavaa  oali^aia  aiadT  .iqaa  anoiyT  odi  lo 
.am  an  ladi  lo  xlioial  laiaiU  adl  dliw  baioannoaiiii  madi  lo 
•aaaai  bna  eiabiodaail  dXxl  abulooi  aSaii  aaadi  ni  bi^iodboaJ  (1$ 

ry  .aiablod 

4,  baHloiq  bad  lodiva  adl  aiolad  ,dood  aid!  lo  noll^  Sail!  adl  nl 

q5  abam  aaw  Kysaiia  aa  ,iiellaiodaiIod  a'njlaiKJ  .(AndliA  .iQ  yd 
^  iladi  lb‘ Ybuia  a  yd  lalalU  ni  aniJaaQ  adl  lo  noilaildad  laitisiio.adl 
•*  a^yllali  ni  aaesan  laialU  adl  ;^i]iaT  .aonlvaiq  lodlnJ  noiludHlalb  Inaaaiq 
aiadl  balail  aniiaaQ  adl  lo  dPra  lad!  bnuoi  ai  tl  ,8001  ,yiolD ailfl  bflaiaiJ 
adl  nJ  9tl  bna  mi^InA  nl  ^3?e!  ,t^abnbbnoJ  ni  .anoIvTnJ  baafl 
^  ai  laallaH  U  ^d^amiA  bna  nadjianoM  ,/iwoG  .ia'^anoQ  lo  dailmroo  mol 
moil  noilaluqoq  all  nwaib  ead  bna  rtlwoi;g  inaoai  a  ai  doidw  ,balaflifslla 


aaiia  rtoua  .a.I  ,anixio  lol  diav 
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all  of  northern  Ireland,  and  if  the  Devlins  north  of  the  Ballinderry 
River,  in  the  barony  of  Loughinsholin,  Co.  Londonderry,  are  added  to 
those  in  Tyrone,  it  will  be  found  that  over  sixty  per  cent  of  the  Devlins 
In  rural  Ulster  lived  on,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  their  ancestral  territory 
in  1905.  With  the  exception  of  Belfast,  the  largest  group  of  Devlins  was 
at  Toome  Bridge,  a  fishing  village  at  the  northern  end  of  Lough  Neagh 
and  the  Antrim  town  nearest  to  Munterevlin.  The  percentages  in  The 
Belfast  and  Ulster  Directory,  1924,  are  much  the  same,  except  that 
they  show  a  greater  number  of  Devlins  in  Belfast.  The  names  that 
appear  in  these  directories  do  not  include  the  transient  population,  nor 
more  than  a  small  proportion  of  unskilled  laborers,  but  they  obviously 
confirm  deductions  reached  by  a  study  of  Matheson  and  Griffith. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  says  that  his  search  of  names  in  Philli- 
more's  Indexes  to  Irish  Wills,  and  his  inspection  of  Marriage  License 
Bonds,  give  the  same  results  as  those  from  previously  cited  sources, 
so  far  as  the  distribution  of  the  family  is  concerned.  In  the  Index  to 
Administrative  Bonds,  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  a  search  of  diocesan 
wills  for  the  period  1742-1838  shows  an  overwhelming  proportion  of 
Devlins  in  the  Archbishopric  of  Armagh,  where  the  original  Devlin 
territory  was  located. 

22)  No  mention  is  made  of  any  connection  between  the  peninsula 
of  Inishowen  and  the  Devlins  in  any  of  the  annals  or  other  documents 
dating  from  the  clan  days.  Judging  from  a  letter  written  by  John 

O* Donovan  on  Aug.  14,  1835,  in  his  Ordnance  Survey  Letters,  Co.  Donegal, 
this  great  scholar  did  not  regard  the  Devlins  as  of  long  standing  in 
Inishowen,  since  they  are  not  included  in  a  list  of  families  in  that  penin¬ 
sula  concerning  whose  tribal  affiliations  he  makes  inquiries. 

According  to  Griffith's  Valuation,  nicknames  added  to  Devlin 
in  the  parish  of  Clonmany,  Inishowen,  were  Jem,  Ned,  Charles,  Owen, 
Donald,  Jack,  Shawn,  Phil,  Pat  and  John.  Some  of  these  nicknames  are 
Identical  with,  and  the  others  are  similar  to,  nicknames  used  in  and 
around  Munterevlin  as  listed  in  note  16  to  this  Chapter.  It  should  be 
considered  that  these  lists  of  nicknames  are  by  no  means  inclusive, 
since  only  those  of  landholders  are  given. 

Denis  Devlin,  a  descendant  of  the  Donegal  branch  of  the  family, 
is  an  Irish  diplomat  and  poet.  He  is  the  co-author,  with  Brian  Coffey, 
of  a  volume  of  poetry  published  in  1930.'  After  graduating  from  the 
National  University  of  Ireland  and  studying  at  the  Sorbonne  in  Paris,  he 
has  served  as  an  Irish  diplomat  in  Rome,  Geneva,  London,  New  York, 
and  as  Secretary  of  the  Irish  Legation  in  Washington.  His  sister  Moya 
has  been  an  actress  with  the  Abbey  Players,  Dublin. 

23)  Refer  to  Appendix  V  for  further  information  about  Roger 
O'Develin,  and  later  in  this  Chapter  for  further  particulars  about 
Devlins  in  the  American  Revolution. 

Samuel  Devlin  is  mentioned  by  Michael  J.  O'Brien  in  the 
Journal  of  the  American  Irish  Historical  Society.  Vol.  25  (1926). 

In  the  records  of  the  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  there  are 
records  of  a  Devilling  family  in  North  Carolina  during  the  eighteenth 
century.  By  analogy  with  similar  spellings  in  Ireland  at  that  time,  it 
seems  probable  that  Devilling  is  a  three-syllable  variant  of  Devlin.  The 
surname  Deulin  also  appears  among  soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army 
during  the  American  Revolution  (Vol.  21  of  above  journal).  This  may  be 
a  typographical  error  for  Devlin. 
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v  i  >\  ^  HitOfl  aiUiv^a  »rf5  li  ba£  ,biiaid*il'ni9rfti«a  )o  ils 

OJ  hsbbi:  5TX  .oD  ^ilorlfiniityioJ  lo  ^aoiiBd  «dJ  nl  V 

aiiil?da  wll  io  in-w  isq  baaol  dd  lUhir  ij  ^anoi^  Hi  oaodi 

rfoiii-iai  iiiil99oau  tisdl  ,1a  ^tsrJoiy  •dJ  ai  lo  ^o  bwU  isialU  U^m  nf  u 
sfiw  MilirsQ  lo  qvoi)  ta^^iiU  ad)  .iajstlaa  )o  ooilqaoxa  ad)  diiW  .dOQI  nl 
d^aM  d^oJ  io  baa  madnoii  adl  l£  snida)!  x  ,a:|biifl  ainooT  is 

Ba^lnaDiaq  adT  .fiiivaialauM^oi  iaaisaa  nwol  mHtail  adi  bus 
isdj  iqaaxa  .amsa  adi  doam  aos  ,Mex  ,Y^o)^9lKl  lai^lU  bni& 

Itdi  eammi  ariT  ^tasiiafl  ni  an/HaC  lo  Tac/run  jb  wmrfa  yiSB  . 

ion  (aoilslocioq  inalaiisiri  adj  obvloni  ion  ob  aaiioioaiH}  aaadl  ai  Tsw]i|t 
^Jaooirdo  taiii  md  ,aia*iod«l  baJildani/'^o  iioltio<3oiq  lisma  s  nsdi  atom 
•diilliiOboA  aoaadtsM  lo  ^biila's  ^  badotai  anoiJoubab  axillnod 
•iilid<l  ni  aaossa  lo  doisaa  aid  isdi  aysa  aiivaC  •(  xudiiA  piG 
aanaoiJ  aagiiisM  lo  aoiioaqani  aid  bnjs  .zliiW  daiil  oi  aaxabttt  s'a’zooi 
\Baoiaoa  baiio'^ikocivaiq  moil  aaodi  as  aiJiisai  aoisa  adi  afim/.^bnofl 
oi  xa^J  adi  ol  Jiaaiaonoo  ai  xUms,\  adi  lo  noiiudiiiaib  adi  as  isl  o8 
naeaooJBto  doisat  s  «90inO  biooafl  Dildo<l  art)  ai  ,abnoa  aviisiiainJiitlMl 
lo  OQliioqoiq  snimiadwiaao  as  awoda  agfii^-S^tTly'Hoq  odi  «)(Hy  ^ 
IsAi^io  adi  aiadw  ^ssniiA  lo  oiiqodaidtioiA  adi  nJ  anifvaa 

.baisool  asw  ^iiiiai 

sioaoiaaq  adi  naawiad  noiioaanoo  lo  absm  ai  aoiJnaoi  oH  (£S 
ainamuoob  ladio  lo  aisons  adi  lo  ni  aniivaO  art)  bos  navodainX  lo  rj 
ndol  naiiiTw  laiiai  s  moil  ^i^btil  ‘Sisb  nslo  ad)  moi)  ^niisb 
.Ua^nog  .oO  ,naiiaj  vanijS  aoiisfli^Q  aid  ni  ,eWi  ,joA  no  nsvonoa'O 
ni  yiibasia  ^aol  \o  as  BaiiiaO  art)  bis^i  Ion  bib  isiorios  isai)}  aid) 
-oinaq  isdJ  ni  aaUimsl  lo  lail  s  ni  babulooi  ioa  aifi  ^^adiaonis  .aawodainl 
•saiiicfpoi  aadsca  ad  aaoiisUills  Xsdtii  aaodw  ^iniaoooo  sins 
01  batb^  Ramfinjbin  .nciisulsV  a'diilliiO  oi^^^ibioooA  ^ 

»aaiisdO  4>^  •«»[  oiavr  ^awodainl  tX^mnnclO  lo  daiisq^  adi  ai 
ais  eacasnjblo  atadilo  amoa  .ndolhns  )sq  ,Iidq  ^wsd2  .;tosl  .blsnoa 
bos  ni  baaii  aams/idoia  ,oi  islimia  ais  aiadio,  ad;  has  ,d)iw  isoiinabi  j 
ad  biiioda  d  ,iaiqfidO  aid)  oi  dl  alon  ni  baiaii  as  niivaiainoM  bnuois  , 
,9y fealonJ  afisyp^fxa  fd  ans  aamsnioin  lo  eiaii  aasdi  baiabianoo 

.navi)  ats  aiablodbnsl  lo  saori;  yIoo  aonia 
«Y!imsl  adi  lo  itonsid  is^aacKl  ad)  lo  insbneoaab  s  /i/ivaCI  sinaG  i 

itallo^  asiid  riiiw  ^oodiuS'OO  adi  ai  aH  .iaoq  bos  ismoiqib  li&JTl  ai  ai 
art)  moil  ^iisnbsia  lailA  at  badaiiduq  •^iaoq  lo  amxiiov  s 

ad  ,aiis^  ni  anaidio8  ad)  Is  ^iybcii^  bns  bnslail  lo  ^iiaiavinU  IsnoiisH 
‘  fdioY  waH  pnobiiaJ  *svaaoD  .amoR  ni  is/nolqib  daiil  ns  as  baviaa  asd 
laiaja  aiH  .noiyiidesW  ni  doiisjaiJ  daiil  adi  lo  ^isiaio^  as 

jitJdvO  .eioys/R  adi  diiw  aaaiios  ns  naod  asd  , 

la^oH  mods  noilsaiolni  lariJiui  lol  V  xibnaqqA  oi  lalafl  1  (SX  >  ^ 

, ,  luods  .ifiixioliisq  ladiiiil  lol  laiqsdO  aid)  ni  lalsl  bns  ^iXavaa‘0 

^  -nojiniovaii  nsoiiamA  adi  Ai  aniWaa 

.  naJifl'O  .(  lasdoiM  yd  banollaaa  ai  nilvaC  iaiimsfi  m-iwi 

SS  »loV  illBJOo^  Isoiioj&iH  nsofiamA  wti  lo  yjijJS 
ais  aiadJ  ,obsotdO  \xTsidiJ  xiiadwaH  adi  lo  abiooai  ad)  oi  ^ 

dlnaaid^Ja  adi  ^iiiib  sniJoisO  dliotl  nJ  aojil/vaC  s  UTabicoai^ 

li  .aoii)  ifidi  is  bosiaii  ai  e^iiiaqa  isUnija  diiw  xV>^sns  xG  .xisinoa 
ariT  t/iilvag  lo^insi'xsv  aidsilxS’-aaidi  s  ai  ^illivaC  Isdi  aldsdoiq  amaaa 
XmiA  IsiaaoiiroO  adi  ci  aiaibloa  ^oms  axsaqqs  oeXs  niluaQ  a<iidaiira'*^'^r 
ad  xsn  aidT  .(Isninol  ayods  lo  IS  JoV)  noiiulovaH  nsoiiamA  adi  sniinb  ^,t- 

^  JiilyaO  lol  lona  isoidqsisoqi|i^s  ^ 
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It  Is  possible  that  there  were  Devlins  in  the  settlement  of  New 
Munster,  Maryland,  a  large  tract  of  land  granted  to  Edmond  O^Dwyer, 
and  other  Irishmen,  in  1683.  At  any  rate  there  were  Devlins  in  this 
section  of  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  in  the  last  century,  and  "the  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  cling  like  limpets  to  the  original 
rocks."  (Michael  J.  O^Brien^s  article  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Irish  Historical  Society  for  1927  (Vol.  26).) 

24)  An  extract  from  the  Passenger  Lists  in  The  Shamrock  or  Irish 
Chronicle  from  Sept.  1815  to  Aug.  1816,  mentions  three  Devlins  as 
arriving  in  the  port  of  New  York  from  Londonderry,  Belfast  and  Dublin, 
respectively;  an  indication  that  the  Devlins  had  begun  to  emigrate  to  the 
United  States  in  considerable  numbers  even  before  the  days  of  the  Potato 
Famine  of  the  1840^s,  which  drove  so  many  of  the  Irish  to  these  shores. 

In  an  article  entitled  "Early  Settlers  in  Milwaukee"  by 
Humphrey  J.  Desmond  (Journal  of  the  American  Irish  Historical  Society, 
Vol.  29,  pp.  103-111),  it  is  stated  that  Frank  and  James  Devlin  settled 
in  Milwaukee  in  1835,  where  their  descendants  still  reside. 

The  author  once  owned  a  two-volume  history  of  Ireland,  illus¬ 
trated  with  quaint  old  prints,  now  unfortunately  lost,  whose  former 
owner  was  Joseph  Devlin,  a  resident  of  a  Utah  mining  camp  in  the  early 
days  of  that  territory. 

25)  M.  Hayden  and  G.  A.  Moonan,  A  Short  History  of  the  Irish 
People,  p.  499. 

26)  The  following  are  extracts  from  The  Official  Records  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  (1861-1865)  concerning  Devlins  and  Develins. 

Series  II,  Vol.  VIU,  pp.  549-552  contains  the  correspondence  of 

B.  Devlin  of  Montreal,  Canada,  with  E.  M.  Stanton,  U.  S.  Secretary  of 
War,  concerning  the  invasion  of  a  town  in  Vermont  by  Confederate 
citizens  resident  in  Canada. 

1(37)  lists  John  Devlin  as  a  2nd  Lt.  in  the  Quartermaster's 
Corps;  1(52)  mentions  George  P.  Devlin  as  a  private  in  Anderson^s 
Philadelphia  Cavalry  Regiment.  1(13),  p.  239,  says  that  James  S.  Develin 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  Regiment;  11(2)  gives 
the  political  speeches  of  Lafayette  Develin  in  behalf  of  the  northern 
Confederate  sympathizer  Vallandigham,  and  in  the  same  section  may  be 
found  the  extensive  legal  correspondence  of  John  E.  Develin,  well  known 
New  York  lawyer. 

In  an  article  in  Vol.  27  of  The  Journal  of  the  American  Irish 
Historical  Society,  W.  H.  Mahony  mentions  J.  and  W.  Develin,  who  were 
volunteers  from  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  during  the  American  Civil  War. 

In  the  above  lists  the  prevalence  of  archaic  three -syllable 
forms  of  the  surname  in  this  country  during  the  Civil  War  period  will 
be  noticed. 

In  his  Historical  Register  and  Dictionary  of  the  United  States 
Army,  F.  B.  Heitman  states  that  Joseph  Devlin  was  a  major  in  the 
Fifteenth  Illinois  Regiment  during  the  Civil  War,  and  that  Daniel  C. 
Devlin  was  a  captain  in  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Infantry  Regiment 
during  the  Spanish-American  War. 

Unfortunately  the  records  of  the  two  World  Wars  are  not  yet 
available  to  the  public,  but  the  author  happens  to  know  two  members  of 
his  immediate  family  (Develins)  who  were  officers  in  both  of  them. 

27)  For  distribution  of  the  Irish  immigrants  in  this  country  see 
A.  J.  Reilly,  in  Our  Racial  and  National  Minorities,  p.  99. 


W9V1  \o  aJ  anilv^  »i9dJ  l«dJ  elctteibq  ^  fl 

.i^ywa'O  bnombS  oJ  b«)niiii  bn*A  lo  iofiiJ  a  ,id)8miM 

8)i«j  nl  vi9W  *1941  »liiT  yius  )A  .r.8dl  nl  t»it*o  bag 


*ia»T  sdj"  IkijR  ,x^iila«6  )a*i  ari^  fli  ,y;inuoQ  lioeO  lo^noitosa 

ijuii^iu  nil  OS  aiaqmU  aill  jaiio  bai&lx^^M  lo  aiodZ  niala^S  9rii  lo  ziasb 
'  ajsoi'iaoiA  9fU  h>  i^rriiiot  adJ  fli  aioitifi  a'aaiifl  O  •[  lasilolM}  ".sdooi 

"  - - 7  (.(85  ,loV;  rsei  io\  y.^olooE  laoiioteiH  itelti 

rtani  lo  4:>o‘iuDSd8  ^IT  aL  aialJ  isyiaaexq  aril  moil  nsilxs  nA  (W  ~ 
Sit  amiv9<]  aaiil)  aflOlJoam  ,8181  .yiA  o5  8(8!  .>q92  moil  aloinoarfO 
lOiidiiG  biiB  }asli!»6  ,x^iabnohnoJ  taoil  jrtoY  W9VI  to  rtoq  Wii  ni  yiivJii* 
9dl  oS  9J«^m9  01  iit/99d  b^  anJlvaa  adJ  li^J  noiuoibni  nfi  iylsv JJD9q89i 
oSmSo^  9ili  to  9iU  aiolsU  n»v9  aiactoiuii  9ld£idb;ano9  oi  esiaiS  balinU 
.isTOili:  Saadi  ol  siU  to  yosm  oa  avoib  ilaiilw  ,^‘0^8I  sdl  to  anlmAl 
yd  '  saiiifiwiiM  ol  oislllsa  ylifiS''  bsUiins  sloilrfi  ns  ni 
loDJ-toiaiH  daiil  noalismA  sdi  to  ii^niuoO  bnomasa  -I  ysiriqmiiH 
MBdi  niWsd  asnxiifl^s  liii  batota  aF U  ,(II1-C0I  .qq  ,G£  .loV 
«sbia9i  iUls  aJn&bnsoasb  TlsdJ  sisriw  ^88 i  oi  asrtuowllM  nl 
-anlil  ,bciAi9tI  to  yioJalrt  amotov-owl  &  banwb  ssijo  lodlUA  9dT  ,, .  - 

lamioi  eaodw  ,»oi  yislaaoliolns  won  ,8lnfsq  bio  Jniju/p  riiiw  bsiAil 
yii£9  sdi  fli  qin«9  yninim  lUJO  a  to  kisWasi  a  loiivsa  rfqsioi  aow  isnwo 

,  .yiroliiisi  lAdi  lo  aysb 

daiil  9dl  to  riolalH  nodS  A  ^ahooM  *A  .0  brus  nsbysH  .M  (85 

.«fi8  -q 

sdi  to  abiQOsfl  (siaillQ  sdT  moil  amilxo  su  ylwollol  sdT  c(»S 
.211119^^  bns  aniiTsC  gnlinsdiiod  (888i-i88{)  nojilsdoH  sdi  to  iaW 
to  sonsbnoqasnos  sdl  snislnoo  588-CW  .qq  ,UIV  *loV  ,11  asHaS 
to  iriAtoTosS  .8  .U  ,11010^18  M  .3  dliw  ^bsoo^  ,UsilnoM  to  nlWaG  .H 
simsIytlooU  yd  inoimaV  oi  nwoi  s  to  noieovni  sdl  yiimso/ioo  ,iaW 

jtoAAcO  ni  inablasi  anosiito 


t'lotofioi'islisiiP  sdi  ni  JJ  bnS  £  ao  ailvsC  odoi  aiaii  {^t)l  ^ 
B^notiabnA  ni  sifisiiq  a  ba  nilTsO  .^1  sijiosO  anolJnstn  (S8)l  jaqtoO 
nllsveO  .a  Bsmfif  Udi  ay £8  ,8C5  -q  .Jnemlssa  yiiAyaO  AiriqisboUdq 

asvij  (S)II  jiasmiiisa  yilfivoD  nooaaiWi  rilnsvsB  sdi  ni  Jnanslusil  £  saw 
S  nnsdlian  sdi  to  Uadsd  ni  aiisssQ  sitoyalaJ  to  asddssqB  lAoiiiloq  9di 
9d  yons  cx>ii99ii  *r**^^^-  sdi  ni  boa  emad^ibaAiiaV  isaidiaqinya  diaisbslnoO 
nwond  lisw  /ifIsvsG  .3  ndoi  to  sDnsbnoqasiToo  i£8»i  svlensixs  sdi  bnnol 

^  ^  .isywal  iioY  wsM 

riBiii  naonswA  wH  to  Iminiol  sdT  to  ?£  -ioV  ni  sloitis  no  nl 
91SW  odw  ^i[99w(i  biiM  .1  anoHnsm  ynodaM  .H  .W  ^isiooB  laoiioi^H 
•T&W  liviO  aaoHsffiA  sdi  ^iiub  ^ysaisl  wsid  ^olsoiuis  moil  aisfinutoT 
sldailyd-seiiii  diaiioia  to  sonsisYSiq  sdi  alail  svoda  sdi  nl 
UJw  boiisq  TAW  liviO^sdi  yiixub  yilniies  aidi  ni  smaniua  sdi  to  amiol 

•  ,  f  j*,b90lk>n  9d 

^  esiaiS  bsitnU  sdi  to  yignoitoKl  boo  lylBhisa  lADjiQlaiH  aid  nl 

M  tuiw  fiiivsG  riqsackiifiiQ  ettoie  iMnniisH  .8  .3  tymiA 
t  ,D  IsinsC  lodi  bns  ,t£W  ihrlO  sdi  gpiiifb  InsniiysA  eJonilll  dinssJUs 
ioMni^sH  yitoslnl  iioY  wsM  dinin-yixia  sdi  ni  niciq£9  a  aaw  niivsa 
w  ^  .laW  naoiismA-'dainaqa  sdi  aniiob 

isy  ion  sit  aitW  bfioW  owi  sdi  to  ^bioosi  sdi  ylsltnoiiololl^yj 
lo  eisdtasm  owl,wond  01  ansqqtd  lodiua  sdi  iod  .oiidiiq  sdi  oi  sidtiiavt 
.msdJ  to  flJod  ni  aisolllo  sisw  odw  (enilsysa)  ylimtl  sitibsmoil  aid 
9sa  yiiiuioo  aiili  nj  aintiAimcal  rtaiil  sdi  to  noiiudiiiaib  io3  (VS 
.86  .q  ,B9liiioall|||Uiiolit>l  bnt  ItiPtH  '* 
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In  the  Philadelphia  Directory  there  are  listed  thirty -one 
Develins,  one  Develon,  one  Devlan,  one  Devlen,  and  several  hundred 
Devlins.  New  York  has  seven  Develins,  one  Develon,  one  Develyn  and 
also  several  hundred  Devlins.  Washington, D.C.  has  two  Develins  and 
twenty-eight  Devlins.  Baltimore  has  one  Develin  and  eighteen  Devlins. 
Boston  has  Devlins  only,  and  in  spite  of  its  large  Irish  population  has 
fewer  of  them  than  Philadelphia. 

The  family  has  fewer  representatives  in  western  American 
cities  than  in  those  on  the  eastern  seaboard.  Chicago,  for  instance,  has 
less  than  a  column  of  Devlins,  with  five  De  Velins,  one  Develon  and  one 
D^Evelyn.  Cleveland  has  three  Devlyns,  in  addition  to  a  few  Devlins; 
and  Detroit  has  three  Develins,  one  Develon,  and  some  Devlins.  Los 
Angeles  has  a  scattering  of  Devlins,  one  Develin  and  one  D^Evelyn. 

(From  recent  City  Directories,  1929-1943). 

28)  For  information  about  estimated  proportion  of  Irish  stock  in 
the  United  States  who  are  city  dwellers,  see  note  by  A.  J.  Reilly  in 
source  quoted  in  previous  note.  If  the  Jews  were  counted  as  an  entity, 
and  not  lumped  with  other  immigrants  from  the  countries  where  they 
lived,  they  might  well  rival,  if  not  surpass,  the  Irish  in  this  country  as 
city  dwellers. 

The  following  notes,  culled  from  various  sources,  may  be  of 
Interest  as  showing  the  wide  distribution  of  Devlins  in  this  country. 

John  E.  Develin  (1820-1888),  whose  father  was  a  native  of 
Tyrone,  was  born  at  Yonkers,  New  York.  He  was  a  graduate  of  George¬ 
town  College,  District  of  Columbia,  and  a  prominent  lawyer.  He  drew 
up  the  charter  of  St.  John's  College,  Fordham;  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  City  Council  and  of  the  New  York  Legislature;  was  active  in 
the  overthrow  of  the  Tweed  Ring;  in  establishing  a  state  immigration 
depot  for  the  care  of  Irish  and  other  immigrants,  and  was  a  large  con¬ 
tributor  to  Catholic  charities.  His  name  is  erroneously  spelled  Devlin 
In  The  Catholic  Encyclopaedia,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  51.  (Information  obtained 
from  their  files  by  courtesy  of  J.  T.  White  and  Co.  of  New  York  City, 
publishers  of  The  National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography.) 

The  famous  actor  Edwin  Thomas  Booth  married  on  July  7, 

1860,  Mary  Devlin,  "a  young  actress  of  great  charm,  who  had  played 
Juliet  to  the  Romeo  of  Charlotte  Cushman,  but  who  now,  after  her 
marriage,  retired  from  the  stage."  (Dictionary  of  American  Biography.) 

Robert  Thomas  Devlin  was  born  in  Sacramento,  California, 
in  1859.  He  is  a  member  of  a  distinguished  family  of  lawyers,  origi¬ 
nally  from  Co.  Tyrone,  and  the  author  of  books  on  legal  subjects. 

(Who's  Who  in  America,  1932-1933.) 

James  Aylward  Develin  (1861-1923),  born  in  Philadelphia,  was 
a  graduate  of  Wesleyan  College  and  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
prominent  lawyer,  banker,  philanthropist,  and  a  member  of  Philadelphia 
City  Council.  (Who's  Who  in  Philadelphia,  1920-1927.) 

Judge  James  Henry  Devlin  (1877-1936),  a  graduate  of  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  is  described  as  a  "lawyer,  jurist  and  humanitarian." 
(Encyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  Vol.  VIII,  p.  169,  and  by  the 
kindness  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Devlin.) 

29)  See  reference  to  Arthur  Devlin  later  in  this  Chapter. 

30)  An  article  in  The  Times  of  London,  concerning  the  annual 
'  celebration  of  The  Maclean,  in  Scotland,  for  members  of  his  clan, 

stated  that  there  are  now  twice  as  many  of  that  name  in  the  United  States 
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%no-x^idA  yis/U  v-:ot;>9iiq  istiiiqi»fc<it|in  irll  nl^ 

b»Ti>aifi*  Ui^YftB  tAfi  .fiaIvsC  Bfio  mo  ^iBVdQ  orto  ,3nii«V9a 

bftfl  dcio  «noJ(yv9a  sno  ,aRii«Y^  ndv»a  ihoY  w»M  .antiv^ 

hflfi  utihfYsO  owl  3ut  .Oja^UftxrfauW  .anXJjsa  byihnuri  Uifyr^a  oala^ 
.•oiivoO  boA  niioTfiCl  soo  aari  .anilvaO  iflglo-^owl  ^ 

^  B«!  aolisUtqoq  4fthtl  ayiittl  all  )o  »ilqa  ni  boa  anliv^Kl  aari  nolaoQ*^ 

r  •£idQl^£lM^  nfiiU  1X1341  lo  idwat  * 

oaotimA  (rraJasw  ni.aevJiaio^eaiQsi  lawsl  aari  xiioiat  arfT  ’* 

>  awl  .doiurlanl  lo!  tOjaolHD  .biaodaaa  nTaiaae  arfi  m>  aabdl  oJ  nartl  aalllo 
•no  boa  noiavsa  mo  .aoiJaV  M  orii  /Uiw  .ajx’fvaa  lo  mnoloo  a  fusrtl  aaal 
;aailYaa  W9i  a  ol  noii/bba  ai  ,£nxtr%a  93iiiJ  ajul  bftfiiavaiO  ^^Ibvsyi  ^ 
aoJ  .anllvaa  &aioa  baa  ^oiavad  mq  ^anllavaC  aairil  a&d  iloilaa  bna 
•Ax^av3l  G  MO  boa  niivybG  arto  ,aollYa(Z  lo  ^niiaUfioa  a  aaii  aaia^iA 

,aolioJt>9YiC  ^lO  Jnaoai  moi'V) 

oi  ioole  riahiJ  lo  ooliioiio^  bolamJlis*  JiioOa  notiamtoW  lol  (81 

ni  •(  .A  aloo  saa  ,n‘^iJawb  ^liD  ^^6  o/iw  aaial2  baiinU  orfl » 

tu  aa  baiovpo  91  aw  awa{  aiUiX  #alon  aooiYinq  fli  baloap  aoiuoa  ~ 
\(axll  aiadw  aaJilrrooo  adJ  oioil  sbia^^iiiMii  ladJo  riliw  beqinul  loo  baa 
aa  x^Stiuoo  aidl  ai  4aiiJ  adi  .aeaqiaa  Ion  M  ,iavn  Uaw  id^lm  yadl  ,baYii 

.aiallawb  ^lo 

10  ad  ^am  ,aaaYiN>a  auoiiav  moil  bailiA)  .aaJon  yihproilol  adT  » 

•^irxaoa  aid!  oi  aoiivaQ  lo  notiodtiiuib  abiw  adl  ^/liwoda'aa  iaaiajdl 
lo  aviJan  a  aaw  laiiial  aaodw  ,(888l-0Sat)  oxiavaa  .3  /idol 
'•SioaO  lo  aiaiibai)  a  aaw  9H  •dioY^waK  ,aiaif}aY  Ja  aiod  aawJ.anotitT 
w#ib  aH  .latwal  mtNxbnoiq  a  boa  ,aJdmi;loO  lo  JoHlaKl  ^a^aaoD  awol 
adJ  lo  ladmam  a  aaw  ^adbiol  ^a^alioO  e'nilptf.lE  lo  lanaib  adl  qa 
nl  aYilaa  a^iw  .‘aialUaijaa  dioY  waM  adl  lo  boa  LI:>niio3  ^ItO  3hoY  waH 
noliai^imaij  aiaia  a  yaidaildatea  al  baawT  adl  lo  woidliavo  adJ 
•noo  a^^ai  a  aaw  hna  .aJnaisImml  larilo  boa  dalil  lo  yiao  adt  lol  ioqab 
oilvaG  baltaqa  \(Iaaoafloiia  al  amao  aiH  .aalliiado  oiiodJaO  oi  laiudJii 
banJaJdo  noilamiolAl)  .12  .q  41IX  JoV;.alba»aqolJipn3  oiioriiaO  adT  ol 
dioY  wad  lo  *oO  bna.aJinW  .T  *110  ^aaiiooo  M  fiaiJl  liadi  moil 
(.^aiy>jg  mcbiiagiA  lo  albMqoioYp  iaflollaH  adT  lo  aiade/Idoq 
X^ul  a*j  bcijijjtm  dioo&TajjaoiT  atwbS  wto£  auomS  adT^ 
bataiq  bad  odw  ^lado  laaiglo  aaaiioa  ^uox  a”  ^iivaG  x*<aM  ,0681  ^ 
lart  lalla  ,won  odw  iod  ^asauiavO  aJJoliadO  lo  oamoH  adt  ol  iaiiiil  ^ 
fl^lYaoiA  lo  x^aiiolla/G)  ".a^la  adl  moil  baiilai  ,a^ciiiai8 
ir  :3  .AlniolilaO  ^olcamaioaS  ni  oiod  aaw  ailYaO  aamodT  nadoa 

-iglio  ,8iotvai  lo  xlimal  badaltr^igib  a  lo  ladmam  a  ai  aH  ,8281  ni  t 
.aioaidiia  U^ai  xio,a3kx>d  lo  lodiua  adi  bna  .anoixT  .oO  moil  xllan  ^  / 

(•tC9t^SZ9t,,Lon3mA  oi  odW  8*odW)  i' 
eaw  .aidqlabaiid^  oi  mod  ,(C£81>ld8I)  oilavaG  b*ii:wIyA  aamal 
a  ^ainaYivanna^  lo  ytlaiavinU  adi  lo  bna  anaiioO  nayaisaW  lo  aisobaTg  a 
ajxlqiabaiiil^  lo  ladmam  a  bna  ,iBiqoidlnalidq  ,i9Jinad  ,iaywal  inanimoiq 
%  ,h  t  («rSei-0S8i  ./^iriqlabaild^l  ni  orfW  a*oriW)  f.liOfliioD  vilO 

^  adJ  lo  aXi^ibais  a  ♦(3t6i-YTfil)  nilvaJl  i^inaH  aamal  osbuf'  »  I” 

•nafjjijiiumijd  boa  iaiia^  ,iaywal"  a  «a  badiioaab  ai  rioodag  waJ  bianafl 

tUIV  .loV  ,i[tfc|aiy)i|rCTaaii9mA  lo  aibaagoia^foitg) 

'^'*1'/  £#i^vod  .ri  fl  .hjM  Id  aaaflbaHi 

^  .lalqadO  aiill  oi  ^laial  AJivaG  ii.dliAoi  ^aial^i  998 
im/nna  adi  yiimacmoo  .nobncU  lo  aamiT  arfT  ni  aloliia'nA  (Ot 
,oal3  aid  lo  aiadmam  lol  ,bnaJlod8  m  ,naaiaaM  adT  lo  noilaidalao  - 
Baiais  baiioU  adl  oi  aman  larti  lo  yaam  aa  ooiwi  won  aia  aiadi  iadi  balaia 
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and  Canada  as  there  are  in  Scotland.  Irish  immigration  into  this 
country  has  been  even  greater  in  proportion  to  Ireland's  population  than 
has  been  Scottish  immigration  to  that  of  Scotland. 

31)  The  Devlins  have  made  both  cultural  and  military  contributions 
to  the  British  Empire. 

William  Devlin,  a  graduate  of  Oxford  University,  is  an  actor 
whose  career  is  described  in  Who^s  Who  in  the  Theatre. 

May  Devlin  is  mentioned  in  Who^s  Who  in  Art  (1934)  as  a  well 
known  painter  of  water  colors  in  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Devlin  says  that  immediately  after  the  First  World 
War,  when  he  was  still  in  the  British  Army  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Second 
Battalion,  The  Prince  of  Wales  Leinster  Regiment,  according  to  "The 
Monthly  Army  List,  July,  1920",  there  were  still  eight  Devlins  holding 
commissions  in  the  British  Army. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  Irish  emigration  to  Argentina. 

In  The  Story  of  the  Irish  in  Argentina,  p,  67,  by  Thomas  Murray,  it  is 
said  that  in  the  year  1825  Bernard  Kieran,  whose  wife  was  Mary  Devlin, 
was  a  professor  of  astronomy  and  mathematics  in  that  country.  He  later 
moved  to  Soriano  in  Uruguay. 

32)  Mary  Hickson,  Ireland  in  the  Seventeenth  Century  (Deposition 
No.  77).  For  an  account  of  the  Ulster  Protestants  in  Ireland  and 
America,  with  a  description  of  their  characteristics  and  exploits  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  see  The  Scotch-Irish  in  America,  by  Henry 
Jones  Ford;  also  The  West  in  American  History,  by  Dan  Elbert  Clark, 
pp.  83,  86,  88,  89,  etc. 

33)  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  has  made  the  following  translations 

-  from  The  Journal  of  Friar  O'Mellan.  Under  the  date  April,  1642  is  the 
following:  "In  the  parish  of  Kilcronagan  (barony  of  Loughinsholin, 

County  Derry,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ballinderry  River)  there  came 
to  this  assembly  from  Tullaghoge;  Felim  (the  Grim)  O^Hagan,  Captain; 
John  O*  Hagan,  son  of  Cor  mac.  Captain;  John  Hagan,  son  of  Eoghan,  C; 
Niall  Quinn,.  C;  Hugh  Hagan,  son  of  Teague,  C;  Patrick  O^Mellan,  son 
of  Rory  the  Spotted,  C;  Rury  Murre  (the  Grim?)  O^Devlin,  C;  Felim 
O’Neill,  the  Gloomy,  C;  Cor  mac  O’Neill  from  Outleckan,  C;  Donal 
O’Neill,  son  of  Cu  Uladh,  son  of  John,  C;  Art  Junior  O’Hagan,  son  of 
Donal,  son  of  Hugh,  C;  Brian  O’Neill,  son  of  Fear  Dorcha,  son  of  Brian 
the  Scabbed,  C;  Art,  son  of  Hugh,  son  of  John  from  Tarraghter,  C; 
William  Taffa,  C;... 

In  the  same  journal,  under  June,  1643:  "There  were  slain  on 
our  side  a  colonel,  i.e.  Conn  Junior,  son  of  Conn,  son  of  Niall,  son  of 
Brian  of  Kinelarty,  and  Niall  O’Neill,  son  of  Niall,  son  of  Turlough,  son 
of  Conn  the  Lame,  Captain;  Heber  O’Neill,  son  of  Cu  Uladh,  son  of  Fear 
Dorcha,  Captain;  and  Brian  O’Devlin,  a  good  and  valiant  captain..." 

It  will  be  noticed  how  similar  this  journal  is  in  style  to  the 
Irish  annals.  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  raises  the  question  whether  the 
Brian  O’Develin  here  mentioned  may  not  be  the  son  of  the  last  Chief  of 
the  People  of  Devlin  who  joined  with  his  father  in  selling  the  leasehold 
of  two  townlands  in  the  barony  of  Dungannon  to  Dame  Margerie  Roe,  in 
1615.  See  note  4  to  this  Chapter. 

34)  This  is  the  entry  under  the  date  of  May,  1643. 

According  to  the  notes  of  B.  MacCarthy  to  The  Annals  of 

Ulster.  Vol.  IV,  p.  276:  "Muintir-Birn,  in  Dungannon  barony,  Co. 

Tyrone,  adjoining  Trough  barony,  Co.  Monaghan."  In  the  clan  days  its 


aiOS  olal  .ba£l$ooQ  ni  a-is  9T»4}  M  jAwusO  boM 

cutd$  noiteJjKjoq  a'bfliflful  oJ  nolHoqoiq  ai  idUei^  iteva  oisO  asfl 

-  JkiaIJod^  )o  luU  oi  aoiUi9>cnini  daillod^  *fia|d  aad 

aAottucLhlDOd  ristiUm  hn£  irxijll»o  rftod  iI>«d  -  vfid  iinllvaa  sdt  (It 

V  ^  .«Tiqaia  ilainia  5iil  oi 

loioc  fUJ  ai  .t^iatsvIaO  bxoXiO  Jo  aJfiiibc'xa  *  oosJlIlW 

**  .^ligadT  sdi  ai  ortW  e*odW  ni^badiioeab^ai  laoiao  aaodw 
Uaw  A  afi  (Kfll)  M  A.  Hi  oif^  a  odW  pTbe^tn^m  aJ  csilvaa 

'  .bn^lloofi  ^wo;|MiO  ni, aioloo  laiaw  \o  Tdtniaq  nwooi 
biioW  join  adi  laUa  YJ9lci1>«flKHt  iadJ  exaa  nilvoG  4  ,A 
biioo92  adi  flJ  inaiialuaK  a  aa  x^iiA  daiiiiB  arii  nJ  llDa  aaw  ad  nadw  ,ifiW 
adT*^  oi  auibtoooa  ,ia««i|ifldl  laiaoiaJ  e-aUW  Jo  aonit^  adT  ^oliaiisa 
yiijWoM  uoilvaa  irfjia  liJJa  aiav»  nadi  ,"0^1  ,teU  yraiA  ^liUnoM 

^  •^lA  daii^xQ  adi  di  <3noi8£iaiiii09 

•liiiinasiA  oi  aollaisima  iteltl  aidaiabiJUico  a  naad  aad  oisdT 
ii  11  ,yaTiuKC  eamoriT  yd  ,T9  .q  tAj||te»yiA  ni  d^il  adi  Jo  nl 

^ivad  yi&M  asw  aliw  aaoriw  (ABiaTlnlpsbunaA  8S8I  liBa^  ddi  ni  iadi  bias 
taiaJ  aH  .yiJnSoo  ladi  ni  aoliamsdisjii  bna  yoionoiit*  lo'  ioaaalo'iq  a  aiw 

u'.  ni  onaiioS  oi  bavocn 

noiilaoqaO}  rurtnaO  dinaainavag  adi  wJ  iMUlail  ^aioiU  ruiM  (S€ 
y^:\i  tiiR  bdilbil  ni  alnataaioi^i  tsiallk  MU  ^  Jfwoaoa  as  lol  .(V?  •oM 
no  aiiolqxa  bag  aoiial'isiOAiado  litdl  Jo  noiJqiioaab  ss  riiiw  (AOiioaiA 
rioaH  yd  .ao^-taidl  ni  daiil-riolooB  adT  aaa  ^iinuliA  adi  Jo  eabia  diod 
.difiXD  iiadi3  naXxd  .vioiaiU  naaiiamA  niiiaaW  adT  oala  ;bi33  eanol 

^ - ' - :Dir.ft8:,M  ,68^8  .qq 

anollAlanAil  i^lwolioJ  adi  sb&iD  asd  yiiaJJEH  aonaiaT  .iM  ■'^88 
aitl  ai  S^aX  4JiqA  slab  adi  labnU  .luJlaM'O  Jo  Xf^TWol  a4T  moil 
^ilodsnid^noj  lo  yooiAd)  naiiAiioioli^  fc  daiiaq  aii  iidiawlJol 
amao  atad)  (laviK  r^BbcitllBB  adJ  Jo  abig  dJion  adi  nosyiiad  YinnoO 
;flifiKiAO  (nxHO  adi)  miia^  ;a8Dri:iaIliiT  cbotJ  yldmaBaA  eidl  oi 

;0  ^y)3  Jo  noa  ndol  ;nisiq<0  ^unxcO  Jo  noa  O  ndol 

fioa  ,qAUaM*0  doiiiA^  0  .ao^aX  Jo  noa  .nAjAH'p  dyjH  ,nniuP 
cflsX  iO  ^Waa'O  (VmiiO  adi)  aiioM  yiuil  iO  .baiioqa  adi  ynoH  to 
UsoQ  ;0  ,flA2loaliiiO  moil  UlaW'O  daibioD  ;0  .yrnooJO  adi  ,IliaH  v 
to  noa  ,nt jaH'O  ioini»l  nA  p  to  not  .dbaAJ  iiO  to  noa  .lUaili^ 
oAhrd  Jo  no*  ,AdDioQ  laa^  to  not  .liiaVl'O  naiiS  p  vd^uH  to  noa  jAnoO 
p  ^latd^pmAT  motJ  ndol  lo  noa  ,it9uH  Jo  noa  ,iiA  p  .baddAoS  axli 
'•1  r  40^  *4  ...P  ,a1JaT  fliAilliW 

no  oiAU  a^aw  anadT”  :thdt  .amil  labnu  .lAniiiot  amAa  adi  nl  ^ 

Jo  noe  JitlH  Jo  noa  /moO  to  noa  ,ioinal  nnoO  .a*i  .lanoloo  a  abia  too 
noa  ,daAioliiiT,to  not  ,UaJH  lo  noa  aiiaW!0  lUiVI  boA  .ynAianlil  lo  nsHa 
lAal  Jo  noB  ,dbBlU  «0  to  noe  Mliail'O  ladaH  :fliAiqAD  .ooiaLI  adi  flfloO  Jo 
•...nisiqa^  toAllay  bna  boog  a  ^laaa'O  nana  boa  ;n)AiqB^‘ \BdDioa 
jgj  adi  oi  alylt  nl  ai  lAniifOl  eidJ  ifilimie  wod  baoiioa  ad  iiiwjil 

adi  ladJadw  noHaanp  wti  aaaiAi  niJyaCI  .(  nidliA  •iQ  .aiAnoA  dalil 
'  "  Jo  JaldO  iaaJ  adJ  Jo  noa  adi  ad  ton  yAm  banoiinam  aiad  nJlayaQ  O  nAiiS 
btodaaaai  adi  snillaa  nJ  ladial  eld  diiw  baniot  od«  AilvoQ  Jo  alqpa^l  adi 
nl  ,aoH  aiiayxaM  amaG  oi  noanaytuC  Jo  ynoiAd  adi  nl  ebn^iwoi  owi  to 
•  ’  .  .lajqAdO  aidi  oi  ►  aion  aa^  .2X81 

.CM!  ,yfiM  io  aiAb  aiU  labna  yiiaa  odi  ai  eidX  {H 
lo  eli^A  adT  oi  vcfnAOoAM  *11  lo  eaJDn  adi  oi  yilbiooioA 
.oO  ,xno*iAd  rtonnAj^miC  nJ  :8?5  *q  |V1  .loV  ■laialtl 

eii  tyAb  nxio  adi  nl  “.nAdysooM  .oO  ^ynoiAd  d;9U0*tT  yiinio(bA  lanoryX 
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chief  had  been  MacMurchadha  (MacMurrough),  who  was  associated  with 
O* Devlin  and  MacCawell  as  "true  kern"  of  O^Neill. 

In  his  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John  O^Dugan,  etc., 
p.  xxlv,  John  O^Donovan  says  that  The  People  of  Iveagh  were  located  in 
Co.  Down. 

The  O* Kanes,  or  O^Cahans,  were  the  former  Princes  of  Lima- 
vady,  previously  mentioned.  The  Clandeboy  of  the  Route  belonged  to  the 
junior  branch  of  the  Neills,  east  of  Lough  Neagh. 

For  conditions  in  Ireland  at  this  time  see  T.  B.  Macaulay,  The 
History  of  England,  Vol.  I,  p.  104  et  seq.  In  reference  to  this  period 
Carlyle,  speaking  in  superlatives,  says:  "There  has  been  no  scene  seen 
under  the  sun  like  Ireland  for  these  eight  years."  Thomas  Carlyle,  The 
Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  167. 

35)  See  Chapter  II  in  M.  Hayden  and  G.  A.  Moonan,  A  Short  History 
of  the  Irish  People,  for  an  account  of  these  Irish  brigades  and  of  Irish 
military  leaders  in  Continental  European  armies. 

36)  From  A  Jacobite  Narrative  of  the  War  in  Ireland  1688-1691, 
edited  by  John  T.  Gilbert.  For  this  item,  and  its  interpretation,  as  well 
as  for  a  great  amount  of  other  material  not  separately  acknowledged, 
the  author  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin. 

37)  Officers  in  this  regiment  with  Milesian  surnames  are  Mac- 
Mahon,  Roirk  (O^Rourke),  MacSwyny  (MacSweeney),  MaGauran  (Mac- 
Govern),  0*Brien,  Dempsy  (O* Dempsey),  Neale  (O^ Neill),  Doherty 
(o’Doherty).  The  list  was  compiled  by  a  French  official,  hence  the 
French  titles  for  the  officers  and  the  curious  spellings  of  Irish  surnames. 
Of  five  surnames  entitled  to  the  O’  in  the  above  list  only  O’Brien  retains 
itj  so  there  is  nothing  surprising  about  the  elimination  of  the  O’  from 
O’Develin.  Perhaps  these  officers  retained  the  O’  in  intercourse  with 
their  own  nationals  while  eliminating  it  when  dealing  with  the  French. 

It  seems  unlikely  that  they  should  all  have  discarded  this  prefix  at  so 
early  a  date. 

38)  Francis  O’Devlin  is  also  mentioned  by  A.  S.  Green,  The  Making 
of  Ireland  and  Its  Undoing,  p.  457.  The  account  of  life  at  Prague  during 
Francis  O'Devlin' s  time  is  ^iven  by  Professor  Eamonn  6  Tuathail,  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  in  Eigse:  A  Journal  of  Irish  Studies,  Vol.  IV, 
Part  I,  p.  79. 

The  following  are  a  few  among  the  many  Devlins  who  have  been 
Catholic  clergymen: 

In  Inis -Owen  and  Tirconnell,  p.  231,  by  William  James 
o’Doherty,  mention  is  made  of  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Donegal 
Devlins.  Rev.  Philip  Devlin,  D.  D.,  was  "born  in  Buncrana,  in  1816,  and 
belonged  to  a  talented  family  that  emigrated  to  America  about  1840, 
where  two  of  his  brothers  became  merchant  princes  in  New  York,  and 
there  occupied  places  of  distinction.  Dr.  Devlin  was  educated  at  the 
College  of  Maynooth  and  was  delegated  by  the  Irish  bishops  to  collect 
funds  in  America  for  the  founding  of  the  Irish  Catholic  University. 

After  his  return  he  repaired  to  Rome,  where  he  received  his  divinity 
degree,  not  as  an  honorary  distinction,  but  from  his  abilities  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  theology  and  history  displayed  at  a  public  thesis  on  these  subjects. 

In  The  Catholic  Encyclopaedia,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  51,  it  is  said  that 
the  Rev.  Francis  Devlin  of  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  in  the  diocese  of 
Richmond,  died  in  1855,  "a  martyr  to  priestly  duty  in  combatting  the 
yellow  fever  plague  of  that  year." 
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S£W  odw  «(d9uoiiij|4:>iiM)  q^ed  \sido 

^  ^  ^uit^'  9£  il&witSa^M  imA  nt/vaQ^O 

^,oH  eHAi^tfa'o  oifol  lo  XApygAiygoT  »dT  oX  Mlon  aid  ol 
as  bsSADol  »‘i9W  ri jjAftvl  )o  iriX  Uiii  exiia  rur?ofioCI*0  fulol  ,vJxx  .q 


t  .?t>ri  •  tflWOQ  *00 

-AiaiJ  lo  3d3  aatw  ^j(;d£Q*0  -lo  ,aonA3l'0  odT » 

idt  oi  bdyisoldd  9jitioJI  ddi  lo  T^»brudO'»dT  ^  ti^^oivoiq  ,Yi>£V  t.  , 

d:^}J  k)  ^9  ^zliioH'O  9dl  lo  doafiid  noiniiX 
aiTT  ,tJiiuA9AM  ,3  .T  amh  aliU  1a  boEisil  nl  anoilibooo  lo*?  ni 

boH«q  «!dl  ol  •onaiolai  ol  *po^  Je  W)I  .q  4  .loV  ,t>flgly3  lo  rrolalH 
nsoa  9A99«^oq  a9od.«Aii  siarTT**  :a^A»  ^adViiAltoqMo’n;  ,a  ixtudi  41 

ariT  8Asto4T  ".S1M9X  tol  bnoioil  ai/a  9/fl  i9bnji  i. 

•TdX  .q  lo  illtl  ' 

^oiaiM  ttoilg  A  «AAaooM  .A  ,0  boA  qob^^sH  .M  ni  U  loJqfii^  9o3  (M 

deHl  lo  ixTA  eabA^lid  dalxl  aaodl  lo  inuoooA  tut  lol  riaiil  adl  lo  ^ 

**  •89JiinTA^fiA9qo*iua  lAUi9iiiifloD  nt  aisbfidl  ^j^llim 
boAlryl  oi  isW  1<^9v11aiiaH  aj^dooAl  A  moi3  (d^  ,i4 

iii^r  dfi  ^nollolaiqiiilnl  2JJ  bna  ^eTj  »Wi  lol  .nf»di/0  •‘T  ndol  't^  bollbs  j 
^ba^balwondoA  xiaJsiAqsa  loo  UXisiam  ladJo  lo  InuoiriA  Iaoi^  a  lol  ano^t 
•fulvsC  4  ii/dliA  .iG  lo  aaanholi  adi  ol  b9ldal>fli  zJ  lotUoA  9iU 
•os3i  9X8  aamonioe  oAiasliM  dliw  In^miiei  aiiil  oi  aiaoilK)  (VE  j( 

-oaM)  nAiuAcJfiM  .(Y^aaw^fiM)  \tn>fwii3Al4  Jdinioil'O)  diloH  tiiorUM  *»  i 
!Cli9doQ  .(UiaH'O)  aUsH  .(taaqinaCI^O)  ,(ni9vbO  ^  ^ 

mU  aonari  .Uioillo  donoil  a  yd  baliq/noo  «av  i«li  adT  .(yliaiioQ'O)  { 
.BdOKAiniiO  Haiti  lo  s^iioqa  asfotJoo^aiU  b/iA  a'iC40l!lo  adJ  lol  aaiifi  fbn^tl  7 
aoialti  naiia*0  yloo  iall  avods  adi  oi  'O  adi  ol  baiUJoa  aaoiAniiia  avll  ID 
oioil  'O  sHI  lo  aoilA/iifolIa  adl  loodA  sciaitqiue  yaiitioa  ai  oraH  oa  .it 
dJi'A  aaiiiooialoi  ai  'O  aiU  baaialat  aioofllo  aaadl  eqAdid^  uiliavoCX) 
•dooail  9dl  Hiiw  ^iiaab  nadw  li  ^iUmltoUB  alidw  alanoilca  nwo  liadl  >4^ 
08  i£  xilatq  aidl  babiaoalb  avad  IIa  bluoAa  yadl  ladl  yladiXAn^iamaaa  JL  ^ 

r  »9lAb  A  ylTAO^ 

isH  aHT  ^oatO  ^  .A  yd  baaoilostfn  oalA  ai  ntivaQ'O  aj^njsiJ  (BC  , 

avpn^ja  alii  lo  Kwoooa  oHT  .rSA  «q  .aqiobnU  ail  bni  bn^abl  lo  V  ■ 
lo  JifidlairT  O  naomaS  loaaslotQ  yd  navis  ai  aoiil  a'ailveG'O  aio^tY 
,Vl  .loV  ,a?iboj&  Haiti  lo  laaiiwl  A  laa^a  al  4)ildiHl:«9ir$iIo3  yUoliT 

,  ^  i  "  .fiT,  .q  4  lijiq 

noad  avAd  odw  aniltaCI  ynain  adl  ytomA  wal  a  aiA  sniwollol  aHT 

^  jiamystald  oilodiaD.*. « 
asoxAl  maUliW  -g  .ilongooiiT  bna  aaip^aial  nl 

ia^ianoC  aril  lo  ladmam  J>aHaio^ilEib  a  lo  abam  ai  oUlnaia  tytiadoU^  ^  ^ 
bflA  «dlbl  oi  MA7DaoB  oF atod'*  eaw  ,.a.*a  ^ivaG  qiliH^l  .v^H  .anilvaQ 
,0^81  looda  aoltaqiA  ol  bsiAi^ioia  IaHI  ylimal  baJnalai  a  ol  bayiolad^  ‘4 
baA  4hoY  waH  oi  aaonitq  inaHotain  amAOad  atadloid  aid  lo  owl  staHw 
adl  SA  bai^uba  baw  niivaG  .lU  .noilooiiaib  lo  asoAiq.baiqoooo  9i9xU 
loalioo  ol  aqojtMid  Haiti  adl  yd  balAgalab  aaw  bns  dloonyAM  lo  saoiloD  ; 

.yliaiavinU  oilodlAO  Haiti  adi  lo  d^ibaifol  adl  tol  AoiiamA  nl  aboal  .:4tl 
yliflfvib  aid  bsvJaoat  'ad  aiodw  ^amoil^ol  bariaqai  ad  nmlat^aid  19AA‘ 

KtA  aailiiidA  aid  iqotl  lud  (nolloaiiaiii  ytAtonod  aa  ba  loo  ,9a>i9al>^ 
ajoaido^aasii)  no  aiaadl  oilduq  a  1a  bayciqalb  ytoiaid  Xmia  yspioadl  lo  a^ba 
j  lAdl  biAB  ai  it  ,ld  .q  4IXX  .loV  .f.ib  jigoiDyoflg  aiiodj^  adT  nl 

lo  seaooib  adl  ni  .Aini^V  .diucin^JtoQ  W  nilvtd  afoiun'l  iVsIl  ^ 
adl  snillAdoioo  oi  yiub  yiJ&aitq  ol  lyltAm  a'*  ,idBl  at  biib  (bnomiblH  > 

"»tA9y  lodi  lo  aosAiq  laval  wolXat 
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The  Rev.  William  Devlin  (1875-1938)  was  for  six  years 
President  of  Boston  College,  later  rector  of  the  Jesuit  Seminary, 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  Rector  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  New  York  City.  His  brother.  Dr.  Joseph 
A.  Devlin,  is  a  prominent  surgeon  in  New  York  City.  (Information  from 
Leaders  in  Education,  and  by  the  kindness  of  Miss  Mary  Devlin  of  New 
York  City.) 

According  to  The  Irish  Independent  (Dublin,  194-),  Father  John 
Devlin,  of  St.  Victor's  Church,  Hollywood,  California,  advises  film 
companies  on  Catholic  ceremonial. 

39)  For  proportion  of  the  Irish  in  the  American  Army  during  the 
Revolution  see  E.  F.  Roberts,  Ireland  in  America,  p.  32. 

40)  "Some  Virginia  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution"  by  Michael  J. 
O'Brien,  in  The  Journal  of  the  American  Irish  Historical  Society, 

Vol.  27,  p.  245  et  seq.,  also  the  same  author  in  Vol.  21  of  this  journal. 

The  valuable  studies  of  Michael  J.  O'Brien  have  conclusively 
demolished  the  Scotch-Irish  legend.  For  further  information  on  this 
subject  see  his  A  Hidden  Phase  of  American  History,  p.  360;  and  George 
Washington's  Associations  with  the  Irish. 

41)  The  tombstone  over  the  grave  of  James  Devlin  of  South  Carolina 
was  erected  by  his  son  Col.  James  Devlin.  Information  about  this  branch 
of  the  family  was  kindly  supplied  by  Miss  Hattie  Thompson  of  Davidson, 
North  Carolina,  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  this  revolutionary 
soldier. 

For  James  Devlin  of  Procter's  Artillery  see  article  by  Michael 
J.  O'Brien  in  The  Journal  of  the  American  Irish  Historical  Society, 

Vol.  27. 

42)  For  an  account  of  the  penalties  to  which  the  Quaker  religion 
was  subjected  in  Ireland  see  Irish  chapters  in  W.  E.  H.  Lecky,  A  History 
of  England  in  the  Eighteenth  Century. 

43)  Richard  Develin  belonged  to  that  Inishowen  branch  of  the  family 
which  had  settled  in  the  parish  of  Clonmany  in  northern  Donegal.  His 
son  Patrick,  the  Quaker,  emigrated  to  Philadelphia,  the  Quaker  City,  in 
the  40's  of  the  last  century.  There  he  left  descendants,  of  which  the 
author  is  one. 

This  branch  of  the  family  were  not  the  first  of  their  nationality 
and  religion  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware.  In  1681-1682  a  group  of 
Irish  Quakers  secured  land  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  Camden,  New 
Jersey,  across  the  river  from  Philadelphia.  (John  Palmer  Garber,  The 
Valley  of  the  Delaware,  p.  63.) 

In  his  Immigration  of  the  Irish  Quakers  into  Pennsylvania, 
1682-1750.  Albert  Cook  Myers  states  that  they  were  also  found  in 
William  Penn's  colony,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  from  the  earliest 
days  of  the  Pennsylvania  settlement.  The  author  gives  as  rarities  a  few 
examples  of  Milesian  surnames  among  the  Quakers,  including  one  with 
the  prefix  O',  but  states  on  p.  32  that  such  examples  are  very  scarce. 

44)  The  Irish  Independent.  Dublin,  Aug.  23,  1938,  states  in  a 
review  of  the  first  edition  of  this  book  that  the  general  opinion  in  Ireland 
would  place  Ann  Devlin  foremost  in  the  family  as  an  historical  character. 

45)  The  inscription  on  Ann  Devlin's  grave  is  given  in  The  Gael, 

New  York,  Nov.,  1904,  p.  365.  For  further  particulars  about  Ann  Devlin 
and  her  family  see  Appendix  IV  to  this  book,  for  whose  contents  the 
author  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin. 
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Xia  lol  8«w  (SBGi-crtll)  ndr^CL  «aiaiW^.vsH  sdT 
,YT«iim»a  \o  %oi09i  t9i£t  .ojj^lIoD'noiaoa  V>  Jn^ia«i<l 

ftfU.lo  lotoaH  «ift  \o  funh  M  iu  ban  ,iipY  wbH 
fiq^aol  .iC  .-iddtoid  alH  ahoY  w«M  ,Aloxod  aiilJjMjI  .18  k)  /toiiidO 
rno^l  noJiiiflnoUiI)  .yJlO  ilioY  wf5»l  nl  nosyioe  Jnanimoiq  «  ai  ,oilv9a  .A 
W9W  lo  nllTdO  aaiM  lo  aaanbaii  adJ  ^  brus  jioii£Otib3  ni 
Ud|  W4a  r*.  .  6s>  -  {^JIO  alioY 

'arfol  lariiaY  ,(-WI  .aJIdiKI)  »rfT  oJ  yiibiooaA 

mill  dsahrbii  .atoioUlBO  iboowxIloHii4i>Ti'dO  8  ^nlltad 

.  j.UtHiomTi90  ollariJBOfio  a^lniiqcBOD 

t<ti  wHvb  t®**A  flBoliamA  adl  irl  daHl  to  aomoqoiq  loY  (G6 

*£2  .q  .^0)1  wA  nl  biiJMyil  ,8)iadoH  ,1  ,8  99B  flolJutotoH 
.1  IsBiiolM  ^  '*iiorii>fo79il  9tii  \o  Bi^lblo8  BinJ^n^V  amo8"  (Of  ^ 

;  .7a»k>o8  UoHoHiH  da^il  flaoitamA  »di  to  Ufliuol  »dT  nl  /roHa  O 

.Jjwiilol  aijii  lo  li  .I’oTnF lOfUiifi  VSii  mU  oaXB  ,.p»a  fc  .q  JS  .loV^ 
^dvlEiilMOO  ^vitii  n^iiat)  4  laadoiM  lo  aoibnle  aldBylsv  d/lT 
8idJ  no  floilamiolni  ladliiit  lo^^.baejsJ  aril  bariallomeb 

svtoaO  bcB  ;6dC  .q  tYKilalH  iifiolTaiiEiA  lo  aai®!  iiabblH  A  Bid  as®  Inajdui 
02E25f  ^  '’Cii - ^  ,a8lil  0^  8^fl0.ty.lri^W 

fioiloYsO  t\3uo^  to  nJivtC  aoiiiBl  lb  aTsia  idl  %Va  swl^d^l  arit  (rt 
riOfiBid  alril  liKxlji  iiotl«n*«>lfiI  .allvaG  sasifil  JoD  noa  alrt  tcl  beJoais  «sw 
^8blv«a  lo  aosqnrodT  alllBil  ealli  td  ballqqua  tlknid  a*w  t^kn«l  aril  lo 
Yisoolliilovoi  aid!  lo  lalrisuRbboBiS'UaTS’^l&aiS  8'  .imlloiBD  ritxoVf 
f  •  Hiq  <  j  ff  ■’  •'xaibloa 

isjRflDlfi  ^  0l3lti*  008  riaJlinA  eSalooT^  lo  cllTaQ  asmat  io8  ^ 

.vimiooB  iBOtioPM  ABhl  naoHamA  aril  to  i«a'mo(  sriT  nl  nalifi  O  •! 

^  ^  *1— - - -  St  .loV 

ROl^lIai  i0jUii9  srii  riolriw  ol  aalllBnaq  aril  lo  Iaiiooob  na  lo*!  (fif 
riolaiH  A  .t3b0j  .H  .I\W  Hi  a^aiqflite  riaMI  aaa  bnalail  al  batoalctoa 

.YioanaO  rt^a^lri^a  ^  ^ 

Yiisial  sill  lo  rioosnd  neworialnl  laril  ol  bayiolsd  oJlsvsd  bisdoil^  (ft 
Bin  .iJijaooa'nisrinoa  nl  tnaranolO  lo  rianaq  aril  nl  beXllsa  bad  riolriw 
^  fij  isjteuif  sril  '^riqlsbfiliiR  oi  b0laa;M«0-,*X0abji4P  aril  .rioJila<I  noa 
sill  dolriv  lo  ,eJ£usbA^£9b  rial  ori  biartT  .tufinad  laal  aril  lo  a  Of  aril 

4<  o  .ano  Bi  lorilDB 

YliUnollan  liariJ  lo  laill  aril  ion  sisw  ^ilmal  oriJ  lo  rioosid  alriT  n  t 

lo  quoi8  a  S6BI-I6dl  nl  ^aTiiwalaC  aril  lo  sriiLBd  sril  no  noisiiai  boa 
wsM  ^sbiscO  won  al  Jariw  lo  ^inlDiv  aril  nl  bnal  baiuoaa  aisriaop  rialil 
ariX  .lad^aO  iamla<l  ariol)  .Biriqlabaliri*!  moil  lavli  sril  eacioa  ^^saial 

^  -  (.EB  .q  ^lawaisQ  aril  lo  YollaV 

;1  aisjL^up  flaiilji^»Aa 
law  ysril  liiril 


a*. 


okffftnaw  ysHi  iiiril  MObia  viatic  iioo3  lisclUA  .OBVl^Wl 
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46)  Numerous  references  to  Joseph  Devlin  appear  In  Letters  and 
Leaders  of  My  Day,  by  T.  M.  Healy;  and  in  The  Revolution  in  Ireland, 
by  W.  Alison  Phillips.  In  The  History  of  Ireland,  1798-1924,  Sir  James 
O'Connor,  although  in  disagreement  with  his  politics  in  some  instances, 
refers  to  Joseph  Devlin  as  "a  brilliant  speaker,  a  sincere  patriot,  and 
himself  a  most  tolerant  Roman  Catholic.”  Mr.  Dulanty,  Irish  High 
Commissioner  in  London,  said  of  Joseph  Devlin,  during  a  radio  talk 
reported  by  The  Irish  Independent,  Dublin,  Jan.  19,  1940:  "Such  devoted 
and  personal  loyalty  to  a  leader  I  have  never  seen  equalled  in  England", 
and  also,  "As  a  platform  speaker  Joe  had  probably  no  equal  in  his  own 
day." 
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APPENDIX  I 

THE  ORIGIN  AND  DESCENT  OF  THE  DEVLINS 


The  following  genealogical  tables  have  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Terence  Rafferty  for  this  appendix.  Proper  names  have  been  slightly 
modernized  and  standardized,  except  for  Irish  forms  of  Devlin, 

THE  BOOK  OF  BALLYMOTE  (72a,  75a,  and  75b) 

The  Genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Druim  Lighean. 

Glolla  mac  Liag,  son  of  Eachthighearn,  son  of  Donnghal,  son  of 
Ceallachan,  son  of  Dobholen,  son  of  Donnghal,  son  of  Seachnasach,  son 
of  Ceallach,  son  of  Eochaidh,  son  of  Domhnall. 

Eochaidh,  son  of  Domhnall,  son  of  Muircheartach,  son  of 
Muireadhach,  son  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages. 

Eochaidh  had  three  sons,  namely  Ceallach,  Ailill  and  Fogartach. 

Giolla  Crfost  and  Larene,  the  two  sons  of  Ailill,  son  of  Flannagan, 
son  of  Ceallachan,  son  of  Doibhilen,  son  of  Garbh. 

Flaithbheartach  son  of  Ualgharg,  son  of  Lomasna,  son  of  Conaing, 
son  of  Doibhilen. 

Cathalah,  son  of  Giolla  Domhnainn,  son  of  Muireadhach,  son  of 
Cinaeth,  son  of  Cathalan,  son  of  Cathmhaol,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of 
Doibhilen. 

The  People  of  Cearnachan,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Dobhailen. 

The  People  of  Breslen,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Dobhailen. 

THE  BOOK  OF  LECAN  (56a  25  verso,  58b  14  recto) 

This  is  the  book  of  the  Men  of  Druim  Lighean. 

Giolla  mac  Liag,  son  of  Eachthighearn,  son  of  Donnghal,  son  of 
Doibhilen,  son  of  Donnghal,  son  of  Seachnasach,  son  of  Ceallach,  son  of 
Eochaidh,  son  of  Domhnall. 

A 

Eochaidh,  son  of  Domhnall,  son  of  Muircheartach,  son  of  Muiread¬ 
hach,  son  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Niall. 

Eochaidh  had  three  sons,  namely,  Ceallach  and  Ailill  and  Fogartach. 

* 

Giolla  Criost  and  Larene,  the  two  sons  of  Ailill,  son  of  Flannagan, 
son  of  Ceallachan,  son  of  Doibhilen,  son  of  Garbh. 
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Flalthbheartach,  son  of  Ualgharg,  son  of  Lomasna,  son  of  Conaing, 
son  of  Doibhtlen. 

Cathalan,  son  of  Giolla  Domhnainn,  son  of  Muireadhach,  son  of 
Clnaeth,  son  of  Cathalan,  son  of  Cathmhaol,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of 
Doibhtlen. 

The  People  of  Cearnachan,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Doibhtlen. 

The  People  of  Breslen,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Doibhilen. 

At  Seachnasach  the  sons  of  Mochain  [Mochadhain]  meet  Ceallach, 
Conaing  and  Ceallachan. 

THE  GENEALCXjIES  OF  DUALD  MACFIRBIS  (133c) 

The  Genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Druim  Lighean. 

Ceallach  from  whom  are  Teallach  |T.e.  house  of2  Conaing,  Teallach 
Cheallachain,  Teallach  Cheallaigh,  and  Teallach  Mochadhain  or  Mocain, 
and  6  Conaing  and  O  Ceallachain  are  the  first  [seniors^ 

Ailill,  from  whom  are  the  People  of  Eochaidhen,  and  Fogartach, 
from  whom  are  the  People  of  Reogan  or  Reochan  and  the  People  of 
Banbhan  or  Balbhan. 

(There  wer^  three  sons  of  Eochaidh,  son  of  Domhnall  of  the  Many 
Wiles,  son  of  Muircheartach,  son  of  Muireadhach,  son  of  Eoghan,  etc. 

Giolla  mac  Liag,  son  of  Eachaidhen  [read  Eachthighearii],  son  of 
Donnghal,  son  of  Ceallachan,  son  of  Dobhuilen  or  Doibhilen,  son  of 
Donnghal,  son  of  Seachnasach,  son  of  Ceallach,  son  of  Eochaidh,  son  of 
Domhnall  of  the  Many  Wiles. 

Giolla  Criost  and  Laisren  or  Lairene  were  the  two  sons  of  Ailill, 
son  of  Flannagah,  son  of  Dobhuilen. 

Flalthbheartach,  son  of  Garbh,  son  of  Ualgharg,  son  of  Lomasna, 
son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Dobhuilen. 

Cathalan,  son  of  Giolla  Domhnainn,  son  of  Muireadhach,  son  of 
Cinaeth,  son  of  Cathalan,  son  of  Cathmhaol,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of 
Dobhuilen. 

The  People  of  Cearnachan,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Dobhuilen. 

o 

The  People  of  Breslen,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Dobhuilen. 

At  the  aforesaid  Seachnasach  the  People  of  Mochadhan  meet 
Ceallach,  Conaing  and  Ceallachan. 
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THE  GENEALOGIES  OF  O  CLEIRIGH  (56b  14) 

The  Genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Druim  Lighean. 

Giolla  mac  Liag,  son  of  Eachthighearn,  son  of  Donnghal,  son  of 
Ceallachan,  son  of  Dobhoilen,  son  of  Donnghal,  son  of  Seachnasach,  son 
of  Ceallach,  son  of  Eochaidh,  son  of  Domhnall,  son  of  Aedh  Finnliath. 

In  his  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  (Vol.  VI,  p.  2426 
et  seq.)  John  O' Donovan  says:  "The  pedigree  of  Gilla-Macliag 
0*Donnelly,  who  was  slain  at  Downpatrick  by  DeCourcy  in  1177,  is 
variously  given  in  several  Irish  manuscripts.  In  The  Book  of  Bally  mote; 
In  The  Book  of  Lecan,  and  in  Duald  MacFirbis's  Genealogical  Manuscript 
(Lord  Roden's  copy)  it  is  deduced  from  Domhnall  Ilchealgach,  monarch 
of  Ireland,  who  died  in  556;  but  the  number  of  generations  given  from 
this  Domhnall  down  to  Gilla-Macliag,  who  was  slain  in  1177,  is  only 
nine,  which  is  about  nine  too  short,  and  shows  clearly  that  the  tran¬ 
scribers  of  these  manuscripts  have  grafted  Domhnall,  the  ancestor  of 
Gilla-Macliag,  on  a  wrong  stem.  Fortunately,  however,  the  true  line  of 
Gilla-Macliag  O^Donnelly  is  preserved  in  the  Genealogical  Manuscript 
of  Cucogry,  or  Peregrine  O^Clery,  one  of  the  Four  Masters,  now  in  the 
Library  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  beautifully  written  on  paper  in 
Cucogry* s  own  hand." 

O* Donovan  then  proceeds  to  give  the  genealogy  of  the  O* Donnellys 
for  twenty-three  generations,  from  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages  to  Gilla- 
Macliag,  with  a  parallel  genealogy  of  the  0*Neills  from  the  common 
ancestor  of  the  two  septs,  i.e.  Aedh  Finnliath  (Fair-gray),  who  died  in 
879.  (A  parallel  genealogy  of  the  MacLoughlins,  whose  common 
ancestor  with  the  O* Donnellys  is  said  to  be  Domnall  of  Dabhall,  King  of 
Ailech,  is  given  in  John  0*Hart*s  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  548.) 

In  his  anglicization  of  Dobhoilen,  0*Donovan  uses  Develin,  one  of 
the  three-syllable  forms  of  the  modern  surname.  Although  he  does  not 
state  directly  that  this  was  the  eponymous  ancestor  of  the  O* Devlins, 
being  occupied  primarily  with  the  descent  of  the  0*Donnellys,  he  appar¬ 
ently  implies  as  much. 

Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  and  John  0*Hart  (Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I, 
p.  715)  are  both  in  agreement  that  0*Clery*s  Genealogy  is  correct,  and 
Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  arrived  separately  at  the  same  conclusion.  The 
author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  McGuire  for  illuminating  comments  on  the 
0*Devlin  genealogy,  including  the  hypothesis  that  the  Garbh  given  as 
father  of  Doibhilen  in  several  of  the  pedigrees  is  only  a  nickname, 
meaning  "Rough",  attached  to  the  Donnghal  who  appears  in  other  places 
as  Doibhilen* s  father.  Mr.  McGuire  also  suggests  that,  whereas  the 
0*Donnellys  stem  from  Doibhilen* s  son  Ceallachan,  the  O* Devlins  may 
derive  from  Conaing,  the  elder  son,  and  that  the  Ua  Gairbh  mentioned 
as  Chief  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene  in  1188  may  have  been  one  of  Conaing*s 
descendants  and  possibly  the  son  of  Ualgharg,  who  appears  in  the  gene¬ 
alogy  as  of  the  same  generation  as  Gilla-Macliag  0*Donnelly,  Chief  of 
the  Men  of  Drumleene,  who  was  killed  in  1177.  Mr.  McGuire  doubts  that 
Ua  Gairbh  was  a  surname.  He  thinks  that,  like  O  Conaing  and 
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6  Ceallachan  in  MacFirbis's  Genealogy,  It  may  be  merely  an  indication 
of  descent,  signifying  "grandson  of  Garbh". 

Apparently  the  author  of  The  Book  of  Bally  mote,  which  slightly 
antedates  The  Book  of  Lecan,  having  been  composed  at  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  century  in  Sligo  (Connaught),  had  obtained  fragments  of  the 
genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene  which  extended  back  as  far  as 
Domnall.  To  Ulster  genealogists  the  latter  needed  no  further  identifi¬ 
cation  than  his  bare  name,  being  well  known  to  them  as  Donmall  of 
Dabhall,  King  of  Ailech,  who  died  in  915.  Since  he  was  the  last  royal 
ancestor  on  this  stem,  he  was  a  logical  starting  point  for  a  genealogy, 
as  Domnall's  ancestors  in  the  main  line  of  the  Clan  Owen  kings  were 
well  known  to  all  Ulster  genealogists.  But  the  author  of  The  Book  of 
Ballymote.  living  at  a  distance  in  an  age  of  poor  communications,  was 
probably  not  an  authority  on  Ulster  genealogies  and,  in  any  case,  would 
not  have  been  particularly  interested  in  a  branch  of  the  Clan  Owen  that 
had  been  for  many  generations  excluded  from  succession  to  the  kingship. 
The  Sligo  genealogist,  therefore,  either  through  ignorance,  or  perhaps 
from  disinclination  to  pursue  further  a  subject  that  was  not  of  prime 
interest  to  him,  omitted  nine  generations,  extending  over  four  centuries, 
and  identified  Domnall  in  the  genealogy  he  had  at  hand  with  Domnall  of 
the  Many  Wiles,  a  remote  ancestor  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene.  The  fact 
that  both  Domnalls  had  sons  named  Eochaidh  may  have  contributed  to 
the  genealogist's  error,  although  this  was  hardly  much  of  a  coincidence, 
since  Eochaidh  was  one  of  the  most  usual  of  ancient  Irish  names.  It 
appears  that  the  genealogist  of  The  Book  of  Lecan,  and  later  Duald  Mac- 
Firbis  writing  in  the  seventeenth  century,  simply  copied  what  they  found 
in  The  Book  of  Ballymote,  with  minor  variations  and  attempted  explana¬ 
tions.  Neither  of  them  were  Ulstermen,  nor  especially  concerned  with 
the  .details  of  an  unimportant  Ulster  genealogy,  but  Cucogry  O^Clery  was 
not  only  a  genealogist  but  also  an  Ulsterman  and  therefore  less  likely  to 
make  such  an  obvious  mistake  in  an  Ulster  genealogy  as  that  of  which 
the  other  genealogists  were  guilty. 

If  0*Clery*s  Genealogy  needs  any  further  confirmation  it  can  be 
found  by  observing  how  closely  the  generations  in  it  conform  to  the 
average  length  of  Irish  generations  as  given  by  Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill.  In  a 
review  of  the  first  edition  of  this  bode  (Irish  Historical  Studies,  Sept., 
1939),  Dr.  MacNeill  says:  "Kuno  Meyer  and  I  made  independent  calcula¬ 
tions  based  on  a  large  number  of  Irish  pedigrees,  and  we  came  to  the 
same  result,  an  average  of  34  years  to  a  generation  in  the  male  line.” 

As  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  genealogical  chart  that  precedes  the 
first  chapter,  whether  we  take  the  generations  down  to  Devlin  from 
Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  from  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  or  from 
any  of  the  later  ancestors,  their  agreement  with  the  average  of  34  years 
is  striking. 

It  is  evident  that  in  the  first  edition  of  this  book  the  author  was 
led  astray  by  the  error  of  John  O^Hart,  and  other  writers  of  his  time,  in 
tracing  the  origin  of  Milesian  surnames  to  ancestors  of  an  impossibly 
early  date.  B.  W.  DeCourcy  (Genealogical  History  of  the  Milesian 
Families  of  Ireland,  p.  36)  says  that  the  Devlins  derive  their  name  from 
Eochaidh  Daimhlen,  a  prince  of  the  fourth  century,  son  of  Carbery  the 
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Llffey-lover  and  ancestor  of  the  Clan  Colla.  He  also  states  that  they 
belonged  to  the  Hy  Many  branch  of  this  clan,  which  was  located  in  the 
present  county  of  Roscommon  in  southern  Connaught.  John  Rooney,  in 
his  Genealogical  History  of  Irish  Families,  probably  taking  DeCourcy 
as  his  authority,  also  says  that  the  Devlins  derived  their  name  from 
Eochaidh  Daimhlen.  Such  a  derivation  is  obviously  preposterous.  No 
surname  was  taken  from  so  remote  an  ancestor  and  the  Devlins  could 
not  have  belonged  to  the  Hy  Many.  As  we  have  seen,  Devlin  is  distinctly 
an  Ulster  name  and  is  very  rare  in  Connaught.  All  septs  in  Tyrone  who 
occupied  a  similar  position  to  that  of  the  O^Devlins  were  of  Clan  Owen 
lineage.  DeCourcy  may  have  made  this  mistake  because  he  thought  that 
the  Devlins  take  their  name  and  descent  from  the  Mulnter  Dubhlainn, 
who  were  a  Hy  Many  sept  mentioned  in  The  Genealogies  and  Tribes  of 
Hy  Many,  but  in  his  notes  to  this  book  John  O  Donovan  says  that  this  sept 
Is  now  represented  by  the  surname  Dowling,  which  he  takes  care  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  from  the  Dowlings  of  Leinster,  who  had  a  different  origin. 
O^Donovan  is  confirmed  in  this  statement  by  Edmund  Hogan,  in  Onomas- 
ticon  Goedelicum,  p.  547.  The  extinct  sept  of  O* Devlins  in  Sligo, 
described  in  the  following  appendix,  belonged  neither  to  the  Hy  Many 
nor  to  the  Clan  Owen. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  modern  surnames  derived  from  names 
that  aK^ear  in  the  genealogies  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene,  including  those 
that  figure  on  the  main  stem  of  this  branch  of  the  Clan  Owen  from  the 
time  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles.  Few  of  these  surnames,  however, 
take  their  origin  from  the  individuals  there  mentioned,  since  most  of 
these  names  are  common  in  the  genealogies  of  other  Milesian  clans. 

Aedh  (Hughes,  MacHugh),  Art  (Hart),  Binneach  (Binney),  Breslen 
(Breslin),  Cairbre  (Carbery),  Cathalan  (Callan),  Cathmhaol  (Cowell, 
Campbell  and  MacCall),  Ceallach  (Kelly),  Ceallachan  (Callaghan),  Cear- 
nachan  (Kernahan),  Cinaeth  (Kenny  and  MacKenna),  Conaing  (Gunning), 
Conall  (O*  Connell  and  MacConnell),  Conn  or  Cuinn  (Quinn),  Cor  mac 
(MacCormick),  Doibhilen  (Devlin  or  Develin),  Domhnall  (O^Donnell  and 
MacDonnell),  Donnghal  (Donnelly),  Eachthighearn  (Aherne),  Eochaidh 
(Haughey  and  Keogh),  Eoghan  (Owen),  Feradhach  (Faraday  and  Ferry), 
Fergal  (Farrell),  Fiachra  (McKeighry),  Flaithbheartach  (Flaherty), 
Flannagan  (Flanagan),  Fogartach  (Fogarty  and  Gogarty),  Carbh  (Kilgar- 
riffe),  Giolla  (Kil  in  Kilpatrick  and  Gil  in  Gilbride,  Gilmurray,  Gilmartin, 
and  Gilchrist),  Maelduin  (Muldoon),  Muircheartach  (Moriarty  and  Mac- 
Brearty),  Muireadhach  (Murray),  Niall  (O^ Neill),  Seachnasach  (Shaugh- 
nessy),  Uaigharg  (McGoldrick). 

Typical  Norman-Irish  names  are:  Barry,  Burke  (DeBurgo),  Butler, 
Dalton,  DeCourcy,  (De)  Lacy,  Dillon,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzgibbon,  Grace  and 
Redmond.  The  Normans  were  accompanied  by  Welsh  who  introduced 
such  names  as  Barrett,  Joyce,  Lawless,  Nugent,  Power  (LePoer)  and 
Walsh.  Among  the  early  invaders  were  also  Flemings,  whose  descendants 
bear  names  like  Fleming,  Keating,  Prendergast  and  Roche.  Earlier  than 
any  of  the  above  were  the  Norse  invaders,  who  are  now  represented  in 
Ireland  by  such  surnames  as  Archbold,  Coppinger,  Esmond  (Or  Osmond), 
Harold,  McKitrick  (i.e.  son  of  Sitric),  Plunket,  Sigerson  and  Skiddy. 
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These  surnames  are  in  general  distinguished  from  those  of  Milesian 
families,  which  are  patronymics  preceded  by  or  Mac,  like  O^Devlin 
and  MacLoughlin.  (Burke^s  Peerage,  Burke  s  Landed  Gentry  of  Ireland, 
Edmund  Curtis,  History  of  Mediaeval  Ireland,  (1st  edition),  pp.  51,200, 
305,  and  Owen  Connelan  s  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 
p.  464  etc.)  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  has  kindly  added  other  examples  as 
well  as  approving  those  already  collected. 
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APPENDIX  II 

THE  O'DEVUNS  OF  SLIGO 


There  was  at  one  time  a  sept  of  Sligo  in  Connaught  named 
0*Devlin.  They  had  no  connection  with  the  O^Devlins  of  Tyrone  and 
have  apparently  been  extinct  for  many  centuries,  but  the  following 
details  about  them  are  given  in  case  any  readers  of  this  history  should 
discover  their  names  in  the  annals  or  genealogies  and  confuse  them 
with  the  Tyrone  sept  from  which  Devlins  of  the  present  day  are 
descended. 

Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  quotes  the  following  from  the  Genealogies 
of  Duald  MacFirbis  concerning  the  lineage  of  these  Sligo  O^Devlins: 

"The  race  of  Fiacha  Suigde,  son  of  Fedhlimidh  Reachtmhar  Q.e.  the 
Lawgive^,  i.e.  Corea  Firthri,  in  the  territory  of  Corann  in  Connachta, 
of  whom  were  Diarmaid  Ua  Duibhne  [a  famous  character  in  the  Fenian 
sagas]  and  Ui  Chuinn  with  their  heirs,  i.e.  the  sub-kings  of  Corea  Fir 
Thri,  till  the  descendants  of  Tadhg,  son  of  Cian,  son  of  Ailill  Olom 
from  Munster,  ejected  them,  and  Ui  Dobhailean,  and  the  Ui  Duinn 
Chaichigh  and  the  uf  Ailella,  of  whom  MacLiag  the  poet  Qhe  poet  of 
Brian  Boru,  victor  at  Clontarf,  10l||,  are  of  Corea  Fir  Thri." 

Fedhlimidh  Reachtmhar,  mentioned  in  this  genealogy,  was 
reputedly  High-king  of  Ireland  (died  A.  D.  119),  and  father  of  Conn  of 
the  Hundred  Battles.  He  was  therefore  the  common  ancestor  of  the 
o' Devlins  of  Sligo  and  of  the  O' Devlins  of  Tyrone,  if  genealogies  dating 
from  so  remote  a  period  can  be  trusted,  which  is  extremely  doubtful. 

It  seems  more  probable  that  the  early  part  Of  their  pedigree  was  fabri¬ 
cated  at  a  much  later  date  by  the  genealogists,  in  order  to  establish  a 
connection  between  the  Corea  Fir  Thri,  to  whom  the  O' Devlins  of  Sligo 
belonged,  and  the  ruling  race  in  Ireland,  the  Progeny  of  Conn.l 

According  to  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  Dobhailen,  epony¬ 
mous  ancestor  of  the  Sligo  sept,  died  in  885,  and  in  1031  the  same 
annals  state  that  O'Devlin,  Chief  of  Corea  Firthri  was  treacherously 
slain.  The  last  reference  to  the  O' Devlins  of  Sligo  appears  in  The 
Topographical  Poem  of  John  O' Dugan,  written  before  1372,  in  which 
o'Devlin  is  spoken  of  as  "Lord  of  Corann,  of  good  fame."  After  this 
date,  with  one  possible  exception  that  will  be  discussed  later,  we  hear 
no  more  of  them.  They  apparently  became  extinct,  perhaps  as  a  result 
of  the  incessant  warfare  that  was  characteristic  of  Ireland  during  the 
Middle  Ages. 2 

It  will  be  noticed  by  a  consultation  of  Appendix  VII  to  this  volume, 
that  Sligo  had  no  Devlins  as  landholders  (either  free  or  leaseholders) 

In  Griffith's  Valuation  (1857-58),  nor  could  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  find  any 
mention  of  O' Devlins  in  county  histories  of  Sligo  and  Mayo,  after  the 
fourteenth  century.  At  the  end  of  The  History  of  Sligo,  by  T.  O'Rorke, 
is  a  census  of  Sligo  inhabitants,  both  of  Irish  and  English  descent,  in 


r;  oDua  TO  awuvaa'o  sht 

■  *•'  -'  >xdd^iM3fe^  ^  * '  ^'  /  ,^:^>v  .'fji  '^ ' 

•  Tj  ;  -  ^  w.  .  * 

f>  .  vil'-* 

baoxfin  Jd|hJiW«>0  0*JI8  to  Jq^e  «  9«xM  sno  to  a«w  eiMiT 
boA  ^noi^T  to  aoilv^a'O  vii  tiitw  nottoeaaoo  on  bjtd  x^dT  Miivoax) 
yiiwoUol  9iU  tod  ,a»iiuiaso  ^nom  lot  tonitxa  n»»d  x^lnsi&ciqfi  9Vftd 
bliioita  ifiotold  al/U  to  aisba^T  v**  ^  nevij  si*  msrti  toods  altoisb 

oisfU  ssixtooD  bn*  Bsl^tosns^i  lo  atona*  sdi  ni  asnsa  ilsrii  isvdoalb 
91*  i[iJ>  to989iq  9<U  to  antIvaQ  ifo/rtw  moi)  Jqse  snoi^  sdi  ditw 

.bsbasoaab 

tf 

asliioiBsnsp  wU  yiiwollol  siU  astoop  ifneltoH  sdflsisT  .iM 

ojllB  sasriJ  to  s^soJ!  9ilJ  yrlmsDnoD  eldir^ofcM  blauG  to 
9ili  .9.r]  iwimtoOBsH  fibimUrtbs’^  to  noa  ,9bsio2  £110*1*5  10  90*i  ailT" 
V  **l(to*nfloD  iii  ODBToO  to  ^loihnsJ  sdl  ill  ,IiiIJt1’5  botoO  .9«i  jjisvijw**! 
fi*in9'5  9iU  nl  i9to«T*ilo  auomfil  ii0  snridluQ  *U  bijumBiO  sisw  modw  to 
•iJ'5  *oioO  to  ayiid-du*  aiU  .9*1  ,8ii9d  lisiU  rfilw  noiiulO  iU  bn*  |^s*8 
coolb  liUlA  to  noa  ^*10  to  noa  ,8flb*T  to  cliubnsoasb  srtl  fill  ,Jxj1T 
nnlita  tU  9<ti  bA*  \ii*9ll*x1doa)u  bn*  ,in9dJ  bslo*!*  .istonnM  ufoil 
to  Jtoq  sdi]  laoq  sdl  8*Uo*M  modw  to  ^isIlA  IU  sdi  bn*  risidoladO 
".i-ufr  11*5  *oioO  to  STB  ,|rOI  .iTSlnoiO  )*  lolohr  ^loH  a*ii€ 

acw  aid)  ni  bonoilnsin  ,i*ilcnldO£sH  flblmliiibsl 

to  nooD  to  lodUl  bo*  .(eil  .0  .A  bsib)  bnalsil  to  yiii-d^lH  Ylbsluqsi 
srU  to  Toiason*  nointooa  sdt  siolsisdl  8*w  sH  .aslIJBfl  baibm/H  9^ 
^iS*b  aojyjUsos^  li  ,9noitT  to  anllvsa'O  sdi  to  bn*  ojJia  to  aniivsaX) 
.liiltonob  doidw  ,b9laml  sd  n*o  boHsq  *  storaei  o«  moil 

>licl*l  a*w  991  ^bsq  lisdl  to  li*q  yli**  sdJ  lam  9ld*doiq  siom  amass  II 
K  *  daiidcsas  ot  lobio  ai  .slsljolssnsj  odJ  yd  «l*b  isl*!  doom  *  I*  bslmo 
Nm  ojilS  to  snIIvsa’O  9dl  modw  ol  ,lidT  li^  aoioD  odJ  nsewJad  noilosiuioo 
1  jiiioO  to  xn9jDi<l  adJ  jxnalsil  nl  90*i  yillin  adl  bn*  ,bsyiol9d 

'k  ~  "M, 

m  -ynoqs  .osliaddoa  lApali  ii>o^  «U  to  *l*imA  sdT  ol  snIbioooA 

.  MM  sdl'linnrHBu^Sn  ai  bolb  .Iqm  osUS  adi  to  loltson*  snom 
\lauoi9do*9il  a*w  lidlili[  *oioO  to  laidO  ^ilvsO'O  )*ill  9i*l8  Biaiiafi 
0dT  nJ  siasqq*  0|^18  to  anilvoQ'O  sdl  ol  aonsislsi  la*l  sdT  •nials 
doidw  nl  ,iVCl  siolsd  oaJlliw  ,ns9iKl'0  ndol  to  m*^q  iBoirigaiygoT 
aid!  isftA  *'.9in*!  boo^  to  ^sibD  to  bioJ"  a*  lu  nsdoqa  si  nllv9<I  Q 
i£9d  9W  ,i9l*j  bSBSttoaib  sd  liiw  isdl  oldisaoq  sno  dliw  ,9i«b 

■11**01  *  a*  sqadisq  ^tonllxo  sai*ood  yIlnoi*qq*  ysdT  .msdJ  to  91010  on 
"^od>  3i&iinbljii*loil  to  oJlanoloBisdo  a*w  iadl  9i*li*w  inBasoohi  odi  to 

S.g9^  sibb^ 

'V-rJ  ■  '■  ■  “ 

,<*oiuJo»  8J1O  ol  OY  xibAsqqA  lo  nolislioanoo  s  vd  bootlon  jod  Uiw  O. 

(eiobJoitooEOi  TO  »*i)  Kiobioitbiu:!  e*  auJlvsQ  on  buj  osilS 

xas  ban  nilvoa  4  lu/UnA  .iQ  bluoo  'ion  ,(8e-V««X)  notlculn'^^  a  dlrtUtO'iil 
•dJ  isHn  .o'^nM  bni.  ojtilS  lb  aoioolaid  xlnvos  nJ  anlivaQ  O  lo  noiinan 
»  .  ,»]hofl'0  .T  td  .oatie  lo  yiolaiH  »dT  lo  bn*  *dJ  JA  .tcioinso  dinsattwl 

,  nl  ,te*oe*b  dailana  bos  dahl  lo  lUob  .eJoaiJdadnl  osHE  lo  euenao  a  al 

‘  a’ 


1659.  Although  all  the  principal  Sligo  family  names  are  recorded,  no 
Devlins  appear  in  this  compilation.  Devlin  is  a  common  name  in  the 
Ulster  section  of  Kelly* s  Ireland  Directory,  1905,  but  there  is  no  Devlin 
entry  in  the  Connaught  division.  Since  this  directory  contains  only  the 
names  of  householders,  landowners,  business  and  professional  men, 
there  may  nevertheless  have  been  Devlins  among  the  laboring  or 
transient  population  of  Connaught  in  1905.  Fifteen  years  before  this 
directory  was  published,  in  1890,  Sir  Robert  E.  Matheson,  in  his 
Special  Report  on  Surnames  in  Ireland,  says  that  although  there  were 
3950  Devlins  in  Ulster,  850  in  Leinster  and  even  120  in  Munster,  there 
were  only  90  in  all  Connaught,  or  less  than  two  per  cent  of  their  total 
“number  in  Ireland.  This  means  that  there  were  in  1890  more  stray 
Devlins  in  Munster,  a  province  with  which  they  never  had  any  historic 
connection  and  at  the  other  end  of  Ireland  from  Ulster,  than  there  were 
In  the  neighboring  province  of  Connaught.  The  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  these  figures  would  seem  to  be  that  whatever  Devlins  may  be  in 
Connaught  at  the  present  day  have  drifted  across  the  border  from  Ulster 
and  are  not  the  descendants  of  a  sept  that  vanished  from  the  pages  of 
history  many  centuries  ago. 

In  H.  T.  Knox*s  History  of  the  County  of  Mayo,  and  in  The  History 
of  Sligo,  by  W.  G.  Wood  Martin,  appear  references  to  these  Sligo 
Devlins,  but  none  later  than  that  already  mentioned.  According  to 
Wood  Martin  (p.  319),  in  1585  Carby  MacDonough  was  Chief  of  Corann, 
the  former  territory  of  the  0*Devlins,  and  on  p.  104  he  says  that  the 
0*Haras  and  the  MacDonoughs  replaced  the  0*Devlins  in  the  barony  of 
Leyney.  These  records,  with  the  absence  of  Devlins  from  land  valua¬ 
tions  and  directories,  would  lead  to  the  positive  conclusion  that  the 
Sligo  0*Devlins  have  left  no  posterity.  The  only  testimony  to  the  con¬ 
trary  is  that  of  J.  C.  MacDonough,  in  his  History  of  Ballymote,  p.  26, 
where  he  says  of  the  alleged  descendants  of  this  mediaeval  Sligo  sept 
that  "many  are  still  scattered  through  the  country  under  the  corrupted 
names  of  Devlin  and  Devine."  The  same  author  states,  in  an  installment 
of  this  history  that  appeared  in  The  Sligo  Champion,  April  20,  1935,  that 
"they  are  especially  to  be  found  on  the  slopes  of  the  Ox  Mountains." 

As  we  have  seen,  Matheson  says  that  there  were  only  90  Devlins 
in  all  Connaught  in  1890,  so  that  those  bearing  this  name  could  not  be 
described  as  numerous  in  that  part  of  Ireland.  MacDonough*s  opinion 
that  Devine  is  a  corruption  of  the  Irish  form  for  Devlin  seems  improb¬ 
able.  The  Devines  are  well  known  as  a  family  of  Clan  Colla  descent, 
whose  home  was  in  Fermanagh,  an  Ulster  county  lying  between  Sligo 
and  Tyrone.  The  original  Irish  form  of  Devine  was  Dain^in.  (John 
0*Donovan*s  notes  to  The  Topographical  Poem  of  John  O  Dugan,  etc., 
p.  xxiv,  also  John  0*Hart,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  pp.  403,  406,  etc.). 

The  Devines  are  well  represented  in  Ireland,  and  also  in  the  United 
States,  but  any  of  that  name  in  Sligo  would  appear  to  have  originated  in 
the  neighboring  county  of  Fermanagh,  in  the  absence  of  convincing 
proof  to  the  contrary .3 

Fortunately  we  have  the  opinion  on  this  subject  of  one  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  judge.  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  says:  "The  name  Devine  or  Devins 
is  common  in  the  region  of  the  Ox  Mountains,  but  not  Devlin.  During 
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ni  9d  ysis  atUivsU  isvelsdw  ladl  td  ol  meoB  bluow  »S9iil  caoil 

i9l8iU  moil  lobiod  odi  aaoioa  bailHb  fvsrf  yab  Insasiq  sdi  in  Irl^fiiuioO 
lo  89^q  9fU  moil  b^dniosv  ladi  IqoB  a  lo  amabnaoeob  edi  Jon  eii^bni 

^  .o^s  a9iiuln90  ynam.yiolajd 
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riolgiH  9dT  ttt  bnz  lo  ylnooD  9dl  !o  yto^lH  a'xon^  .T  ,3  ol 

0^112  929dl  03  8900919)91  ifdqqs  booW  .O  .W  yd  ^oaiig  to 

oJ  yiibioooA  .bsAo/lnsra  ybaoili  Sfidtnndl  I9l4i  soon  iud  ,anilv9a*0  ' 
«nii£ioO  lo  l9iii0  Bfiw  d^noClOfiM  ydi&O  S8SI  ni  ,(9IE  .q)  nllinM  booW  . 

9(U  IfidI  eyjsa  9d  901  *q  no  bnis  ^anjiysG'O  9d)  lo  ytoliiiol  lomiol  9ili  ^ 
lo  yiio*i£d  sdi  ai  zailvoQ^O  odi  b90siq9i  ad^uonoGoaM  9dl  bnfi  e£i£H'0 
-£iil£Y  bn£l  cnoil  aniliaQ  lo  90fl9a4t£  odJ  diiw  ««b*io99i  989dT  ^.ysnyoJ 
9dl  )£JiS  aoiaalonoo  dvIJItoq  9dl  oi  b£9i  bXxfow  .toiiolooiib  bfun  anoii  • 

-noo  Mli  oi  ynom/iaoi  ^dT  .yiHiiaoq  on  II9I  9Vi;d  anibroG'O  ojilfi 
.dt  .q  .sioflByllKfl  lo  yioi^lt  «ld  at  .li^uonoQosM  .0  ^  ^*^1  ai  yiJil  ^  '♦ 

jqoa  0^18  l£V9&ib9cn  8idi  lib^aiiiobnodasb  bo^ils  9di  lo  8ya8>9ri  oiodw  **• 
b9iqoiiQO  9di  lobnxi  yiimioo  edi  d^oidl  boisiiaoa  iliia  9i£  Yn£ni'*  iadi^  \ 
3tt9milMJatU  an  ai  totals  iodlu£  9m£8  odT  ''•9nHf9G  bii£  niIvsG  lo  aoratn 
i£dl  ,l!C9l  ,0S  liiqA  ^oiqjgfidO  ogilS  odT  ni  boifioqqfi  iadi  yioiaid  aidl  to"*  J 
^’.aniftinuoM  ieO  9dl  lo  asqola  siii  no  boiiol  od  ol  yiiaiooqao  91a  yodt** 


aoilvoG  09  ylflo  »i9w  oisdi  ladi  oyaa  noaodiaM  ^'tnooa  ovad  ow  lA 
9d  Son  bliioo  sen  an  aidf  ^gniiasd  seodi  iadi  oa  ,0981  ni  id^aimoO  lia  oi  - 
noiniqo  aM^uonoGoaM  .boalsil  lo  iisq  iadI  ni'anoisfaunr  aa  bsdiioasb 
•doiqmi  axodSB  nilvsG  lol  miol  dalil  sitl  lo  ooliqDiioo  a  ai  snivsG  ladi  ^ 
,in93M6  ailoD  aaiO  lo  yiJina)  a  aa  awond  How  9ia  adnIvsG  9dT  .slda  ^ 
o:gil8  nsswlsd  ;^iyl  ytnooo  isiaill  na  ,risanami93  oi  aaw  emorf  oaoriw 
fidoD  »niiimiaC  aaw  snivsG  lo  miol  dalil  laniiiiio  sdT  .snoiyT  bna 
„9l9  .ni:^£in^6  ado(  lo  msoq  JaoidqaiaotyiT  9dT  oi  aslon  a'nayonoQ*0 
.(.Dis  ,d09  ,809  .qq  4  *loV  ,g9oi:^ib9^  daii|  4iaH*0  ado(  oala  ,vixx  .q  -  ^ 
y  bdiioU  9di  oi  oala  bna  4)n*;l9il  ni  bfinsasiqsi  ilsw  sia  aanivsQ  adT 
,  Hi  tfoiaoisi'io  svad  oi  issqqa  bUiow  ogiid  ai  acnan  iadi  lo  yna  iud  ,89lai8 
r^nioniiiioo  lo  •onsada  sdi  ni  ,d9aA^i93  lo  yinuco  ^iioddsiA  edi  ' 

f;.,.  Kv*  ^yiaiJnoo  odi  oi  looiq  *  v' 

*llaxip  lisW  9fro  !q  lootdoa  aiiii  no  noifsiqo  odi  otjm  9w  yisianoiioU  ^ 
anivsG  10  snivsQ  aman  sdT"  rayaa  nilyoC  •(  ludiiA  .iG  .o^bo^  oi  boil 
yiJmC  .niivoG  loa  iud  ,ExiiainiioM  xO  sdi  lo  noi^si  odJ  nJ  nommoo  ai  , 
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1929-30,  while  I  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Aclare  District 
(barony  of  Leyney,  adjoining  Corann),  in  which  a  large  part  of  the  Ox 
Mountains  are  situated,  there  were  no  Devlins  there.  But  I  was  fre¬ 
quently  asked  if  I  was  son  of  one,  Mark  Devlin,  who  had  lived  in  a  moun¬ 
tain  townland  (I  think  it  was  Gorterslin).  In  my  search  of  Griffith's 
Valuation  (1857-58),  the  nearest  Devlin  was  in  the  town  of  Ballina 
(County  Mayo)  twelve  miles  away.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  was  a 
merchant  or  professional  man,  from  the  details  of  valuation  of  property 
and  his  address,  Knox  St.,  Ballina.  Aclare  District  had  no  Devlins  in 
this  Valuation.  In  the  neighboring  town  of  Tobbercurry,  a  year  or  so 
before  I  came  to  this  district,  one  of  the  officials  of  the  local  bank  was 
a  Mr.  Devlin,  whom  I  never  met.  He  was,  I  understood,  from  Co.  Tyrone 
and  had  been  transferred  elsewhere.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  relatives  of 
Mark  Devlin. 

From  1930-33  I  was  M.  O.  H.  of  Cliffoney  District,  Co.  Sligo 
(forty  miles  from  Aclare)  and  during  my  time  there  never  met  another 
of  the  name.  Old  people  often  told  me  that  my  name  was  common  in 
neighboring  (from  north  Sligo)  County  Donegal,  but  they  never  knew  any 
Devlins  in  Co.  Sligo  north  of  Sligo  town.  Of  course  south  Co.  Sligo  took 
in  Corann  and  Leyney,  territory  of  the  Corea  Firthri.  At  any  rate  we 
seem  safe  in  saying  that  any  Devlins  in  Sligo  in  recent  times  have  come 
from  Ulster  or  were  ‘birds  of  passage^  like  myself.” 

Although  the  O^Devlins  of  Sligo  have  apparently  long  since  vanished 
from  their  ancestral  territory,  the  last  reference  to  them  dating  from 
the  fourteenth  century,  Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  has  discovered  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  a  Develin  or  Dillon  family  mentioned  in  The  History  of  the 
County  and  Town  of  Galway  (p.  56)  by  James  Hardiman.  In  note  16  to 
this  history  it  is  stated  that  James  Develin  was  portreve  of  Galway  in 
1431.  He  was  the  last  of  the  name  on  record.  Mr.  McGuire  conjectures 
that  Dillon  was  a  variant  of  Develin  and  that  this  family  may  have  been 
an  offshoot  of  the  Sligo  sept,  as  apparently  were  the  Erenaghs4  of 
Camma,  a  parish  in  the  barony  of  Athlone,  Roscommon.  (See  note  2  to 
this  appendix  for  information  about  these  erenaghs.)  If  any  descendants 
of  the  Corea  Firthri  remain  in  southern  Connaught,  it  would  appear  that 
they  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  Dillon  and  not  Develin.  Numerous 
examples  of  this  elimination  of  the  "v"  sound  in  Devlin  or  Develin  are 
given  in  Appendix  V  to  this  book. 


NOTES  TO  APPENDIX  H 


1)  In  his  Ogygia,  the  seventeenth  century  antiquarian  Roderick 
O* Flaherty  states  that  the  O^ Devlins  of  Sligo  were  Desians,  which 
ascription  seems  to  be  in  accordance  with  their  genealogy  as  given  by 
Duald  MacFirbis.  On  the  other  hand,  in  his  notes  to  The  Annals  of  the 
Four  Masters  (p.  125)  Owen  Connelan  says  that  they  belonged  to  the  Hy 
Briuin,  a  clan  of  the  Connachta  descended  from  a  brother  of  Niall  of  the 
Nine  Hostages.  This  ascription  is  obviously  in  conflict  with  the 
genealogy  given  by  MacFirbis. 
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,  •iJOaA  lox  laisofUO  lio)I^M  afiw  I  aUrfw  ,0C-«sei 

'  xO  ariJ  Vj  nj8q  .(luuiioD  gnlnJotba  'o  xnoiacl) 

-5il  a^w  1  ti»«'  •eioiJt  EfliJv^a  on  tjnsw  •‘isrtJ  .boJUtoJia  9i£  aniainooM 
-£iiiK)m  s  Hi  ImlJ  bjwl  ortw  ^tiv^  .ano  lo  noa  aiw  I  li  be^lafi  ^l^nsoP 

a'diiHliO  lo  itoiss^a  Yia  nl  .(niic’c^noO  aaw  Ji  jlnJilJ^l)'bn^inwoi  niaJ 
'  '  ficfiiisa  \o  fiwol  iU  aaw  ollvaa  Jasiasa  srii  .(8^-Ve8I)  ooli^UY 
^  s  aaw  9il  luU  Mnirtl  oJ  banilooi  itu  I  aalfm  9vl9Wl  (oy^M  ylfttfoD) 

yti9<|oi(|  lo  fioilwilav  \o  ait&isb  9<ti  /noli  ^oaxii  iiJioiaaoloiQ  lo  bi4iloi9in 
oi  aixiWsa  on  bail  iolitaia  siaiaA  .aniUaa  4*^6  xooX  ,aeeibbA  aJil  brtR 
4  04  lo  yB9X  lo  nwol,,3|OiTO<irt^i-«i  orti  nl  .noj^yMCf 

2iw  jinid  Uool  odl.lo,alitiOrtto  srti  k)  ono  ,i;;>iilaib  alili  oi  1  siolad 
anoiyT  .oO  moi^  ^Msoiaidbmi  1  .aaw  oH  ..Jaoi  laven  1  moilw  .nllvoa  .iM  4 
lo  84vil4l9*i  yiui  lo  iBftd  ton  bib  1  .Modwsale  baiielansiJ  nsod  bfid  bn4 
.u  ..jiilvaG 

ojJie  JoO  ^iiteiO  yonoUlID  lo  -H  .0  M  axsw  1  eE-OWl  moi’i 
. '  ■  *19^1004  19m  19V9II  9i»fU  9«ill  yfli  3iUij4>  bOK  (9i4lo^  moil  aallm  yliol) 
al  nojoinoo  a4w' 901411  yen  J4iU  9«i  biol  n»l!o  alqooij  blO  o/U  lo 

yn4  wand  lavoa  yMb  bfd  .IfigsnoQ  ylnooD  (o^iB  jlluon  moil)  yiiiodd^^oo 
dooS  ojilB  .oD  flJuoa  saauoo  lO  .nviol  osH2  lo  Ahoo  ojiia  .oO  oi  anllToC 
•w  «tti  yn4  JA  43ioD  »H1  lo  y^oii•IT9l  .yany^l  bna  /utaioD  oi 

90100  avsil  aeoiiJ  Jnsoat  ai  o^tlB  ol  antlv^d  yii4  bwll  yiiysa  oJ  aUa  inaoa 

"aioaym  sill  lo  a6i<d‘  9i»w  lo  lalslO  moil 

^  i-* 

'  b^daloav  aonia  910I  yllnsiaqqa  avoil  o;|ll8  lo  anilvad  O  wll  d^tioiillA 

moil  ^Jl4b  madl  ol  oondidldi  laai  adl  ^yioJinal  liiile9on£  liadl  moil 
*19^1  4  boiowoalb  B4d  oilijOoM  .3  asmsi  .iM  ^yiulnsa  riinastmol  adJ 
9di  lo  nolaiH  odT  oi  banoiJnam  ylimal  ooIiKI  to  niiavaa  4,ol  9009 
01  di  ^  ^  4i4m&isH  EomBl  yd  (86  .q)  yAWlfeO  to  nwot  boa  Ylni>oO 
oi  yawlaO  lo  avai^ioq  aaw  iiiiayod  asatal  Iwii  ai  Sf  yiojteid  airil 

a9iul09t<K>o  oiioOoM  ^iM  -bTooai  no  90140  adl  lo  le£l  sdl  aaw  eH  .1681 
«  naad  awad  yatn  ylicoal  aid!  ladl  boa  nJlavaa  lo  toaiiav  a  aaw  nollia 
'  N  ^  lo  h;d84fl9i3  adl  atow  yllnoTaq^ia  b«  ^iqaa  osii8  oxU  lo  Jo^dallo  oa 
ol  ?  Sion  aa8)  mooiinooaoH  ^aooliUA  lo  ynoiad  adi  ni  rialiaq  £  ^ammaQ 
ainabflaoaab  yoa  Ifl  l»9(i:^n$79  aaadl  laoda  floiJaimoloi  lol  xlboaqQa  aidl 
TEeqqa  bliK>w  ll  (Jd^tiannoO  niadJooa  nl  niamsT  iidli/T  aoToO  adl  lo 
aooTenioVi  .nliavkl  loo  boa  ooilia  lo  aman  aiU  yd  awon^l  won  aia  yadJ 
914  oilavaG  10  flilvaa  ni  faiuioa^Uv*  adl  lb  nollanimila  aid!  lo  aalqmaxa 
i  ^  t  *4f^  ^  xibnaqqA  ni  navij 
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nsiiaapiliia  yiolnao  rilneainavaa  aril  ^aisyiP  8ld  nl  (I  ^ 
doidw  ,afi4i4i>0  aiaw  osilB  lo  anllvaQ'O  adi  TiHlabiala  yli9*^3  O 
“r^yd  nsvij  aa  y^iaana^  liadl  diiw  ©ontbioooa  nJ  ad  ol  ^m99^  noiJqlioaa 
wdl  lo  adT  ol  aaJOfl  aid  nJ  .bnad  ladJo  adi  nO  ’.aldiiloaM  biaiKZ 

w  9di  ol  ba^ol^  yadl  ladJ  ayaa  nclonnoO  nawO  (251  ^q) 

**  ill  io  ilaiVt  lo  iddjoid  a  moil  babnaoaab  aldofionoO  ad)  lo  nalb  a  ^niuiia 
adl  dilw  loillnbo  ni  y^auoivdo  ei  noU^lToa*  aidT  .eay^aoH  aniH 

.aidii^daM  yd  navij  y^olfiacias 
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2)  The  following  are  some  of  the  main  events  in  the  history  of 
the  Sligo  0*Devlins  as  they  appear  in  the  annals: 

In  1193  The  Annals  of  Loch  Ce  record  the  death  of  Macbeth 
O* Devlin,  Erenagh  of  Gamma,  in  pilgrimage  to  Inis-Clothrann.  (Macbeth 
was  a  Celtic  name  employed  both  in  Ireland  and  in  Scotland.  An  erenagh 
was  a  lay  steward  of  church  property.  In  the  absence  of  any  other 
reasonable  ascription  these  erenaghs  of  Gamma  in  Roscommon  have 
been  classed  with  the  Devlins  of  Sligo.)  The  Annals  of  the  Four 
Masters  state  that  in  1231  died  Keleher  0*Devlin,  Erenagh  of  Gamma, 

"a  charitable,  wise  and  prayerful  man."  (The  position  of  erenagh  was 
frequently  hereditary  in  a  family,  as  apparently  in  this  case.)  In  1248 
the  death  of  Faghartach  Devlin  is  recorded  by  The  Annals  of  the  Four 
Masters  and  The  Annals  of  Connacht.  He  is  given  the  title  King  of 
Corann.  In  1309  another  Faghartach  Devlin  was  killed  in  a  battle 
between  rival  factions  of  the  O'Connors.  This  event  is  recorded  in  The 
Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  The  Annals  of  Loch  Ce"  The  Annals  of 
Ulster  and  The  Annals  of  Connacht.  In  1316  was  killed  Gilla-na-Naemh 
(meaning  "Servant  of  Holy  Men"),  a  son  of  Dal-redochair  O'Devlin,  the 
"man  who  bore  the  leopard",  a  reference  to  the  standard  with  the  arms 
of  Felim  O'Connor  displayed  on  it.  This  event  took  place  at  the  time  of 
Felim's  crushing  defeat  by  the  Norman  lords,  DeBurgh  and  DeBerming- 
ham,  at  Athenry.  His  death  is  recorded  by  The  Annals  of  Clonmacnoise, 
The  Annals  of  Connacht  and  The  Annals  of  Loch  Ce".  After  this  date  the 
annals  speak  of  the  O* Devlins  of  Tyrone  but  say  no  more  of  those  in 
Sligo. 


3)  In  a  footnote  to  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of 
Ulster,  George  Hill  says:  "O'Devan  -  This  surname  and  O'Devyn, 
another  form  of  it,  are  probably  contractions  of  O' Devlin,  borne  by  a 
numerous  connection  of  the  Irish  in  Tyrone." 

Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  is  in  agreement  with  the  author  that 
Hill  is  probably  wrong  in  saying  that  the  above  mentioned  surnames  are 
corruptions  of  O'Devlin,  but  adds  that  Father  Woulfe  (Irish  Names  and 
Surnames,  pp.  492,  494)  says  that  there  was  in  Tyrone,  according  to 
MacFirbis,  an  O'Damhain  sept  of  Clan  Owen  stock  who  may  have  been 
the  ancestors  of  some  of  those  bearing  such  anglicized  surnames,  if 
they  do  not  stem  from  the  Clan  Colla  sept  in  Fermanagh,  also  referred 
to  by  Father  Woulfe. 

4)  In  The  Heffernans  and  their  Times  (p.  32),  Major  Patrick 
Heffernan  says:  "The  tenures  of  the  Abbey  lands  of  Ireland  derived 
from  the  old  Celtic  monastic  system,  under  which  the  lands  were  known 
as  ‘Termon'  lands,  and  were  vested  in  the  families  of  lay  scholars 
called  ‘Erenachs'  who  paid  chief  rent  to  the  church,  subject  to  which 
they  held  the  lands  in  perpetuity." 


Addendum:  The  author  is  indebted  through  Mr.  Rafferty  to  Mr. 
John  Garvin  of  Dublin,  an  authority  on  Sligo  genealogies,  for  information 
received  too  late  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  in  this  appendix. 

Mr.  Garvin  says  that  the  name  of  the  6  Dobhailen  family  of  Sligo  was 
anglicized  as  O' Dolan  and  not  as  O' Devlin;  John  O' Donovan  was  the 
originator  of  a  natural  error,  since  both  surnames  were  the  same  in 
Irish.  Mr.  Garvin  says  that  Dolan  is  now  a  common  surname  in  Sligo. 


□ 


bU)  3dl  ai  iin«¥»  oijUD  »Hi  to  mhos  9Ta  salwollo)  nAT  (t 

r  :8ieniT«  al  2i:  anilT^Q^  o^S 

rii^dosM  lo  jilKdb  9/ti  bioo^i'^O  ft;>o  J  lo  el^nnA  adT  €011  fd 
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HA  .UisltooS  ni  jbofi  hnslnl  oJ  dsod  boyoiqxo9  smsii  oUtoD  s  e«w 
i9fito  ycu  to  9oa99iiM  stii  nl  .ytxoqoiq  ilDijJito  lo  bi£W9i8  yjU  s  bsw 
#  9V£rt  nommooBoH  oi  &iniiud>  lo  3il9£n9*i9  osMii  nolIqHoBfi  sldfiaoasst 
ino^  9di  ]o  gimuiA  9d1t  («o;|liS  to  anifvaCl'O  9di  rfJiw  bseBAlo  n99d 
^jsixafiD  to  ^iiTsC^O  b9ib  ItSl  nl  toilJ  9toto  eiaiasM 

«jnr  riyyi9i9  to  noitiBoq  9rtT)  *‘Jiaci  bn*  S8iw  ,9id*liis4o£*^ 

8^SI  fd  (.s&EO  aidi  ni  ylto9Y*qqs  ts  ^x^lasMiy  ni  x'tMSthsi^A  yiifl9U|>9il 
njo*?  9il^  to  BtBflflA  9<1T  yd  b9bioo9i  bI  nlWnOl'O  dojUiBdsii'l  to  dlBsb  sill 
to  ?jni2l  si  III  9iU  nsyis  b**  sH  Jd^gnnoO  to  sXimA  sdT  bus 
sUl&d  *  ni  bsXXld  acw  nilvsQ'O  nocnKii^iB'^  tmUoiis  OOtl  nl  .niiBioO 
j>dT  ni  bsbiooss  bI  insvs  alilT  .BionnoD'O  sd)  to  anolto*)  Imrii  nsswlsd 
to  alsnaA  siiT  ^0  dooJ  to  BlannA  adX  .aisiaidd  sdt  lo  gUiuiA 
dffls*M*£n-£iilO  bsUU  ««w  diei  ol  ,^Su^n Jo  aUnn A  sd T9lgm 
9d3  ^ilvsa'O  i/ndDobsi-ijsa  lo  hob  *  ^("nsW  \i  tW  to  insvTsa*^  giiiiiiMim)  ' 
Bin'S*  sdJ  ddw  biAbnfiia  sdl  oi  oo/isidtoi  *  /’bijKiosi  adl  sibd  odw  nnai^ 

^  to  sAii  9dl  to  93*iq  iaiboJ  tosss  sldT  .11  no  bstrslqalb  lonnoO’O  mils'!  le^ 
•gnimisfisG  ha&  dgiiifidG  ,Bbioi  niuoioM  siU  yd  toslsb  ^irianis  e'nilis^ 
.stidiiojuiyi^lO  to  BlBiinA  sdT  yd  bsbioosi  Bi  dtosb  eiU  .yinsdlA  to  ,inBi! 
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APPENDIX  m 
DEVUNS  IN  LEINSTER 


Although  it  is  not  possible,  on  the  evidence  available,  to  deny 
categorically  the  existence  of  Devlins  at  the  present  day  who  can  claim 
descent  from  the  Sligo  sept,  there  is  no  positive  indication  of  their 
survival.  There  is,  however,  another  hypothesis  as  to  the  origin  of 
some  Devlins  that  needs  to  be  considered.  Ernest  Weekley,  in  Surnames, 
p.  22,  makes  the  statement  that  Devlin  is  derived  from  the  Irish  form  of 
Dublin  (i.e.  Dubhlinn,  meaning  "black  water").  Weekley's  book  is 
almost  entirely  devoted  to  the  derivation  of  English  surnames,  so  that 
he  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  expert  in  the  field  of  Irish  etymology.  In 
England  surnames  derived  from  places  are  common,  but,  as  Sir  Robert 
E.  Matheson  says  in  his  Special  Report  on  Surnames  in  Ireland:  "Sur¬ 
names  derived  from  a  locality,  which  in  England  form  a  large  class, 
are  but  rarely  met  with  in  this  country  and  in  most  of  these  cases  con¬ 
siderable  doubt  exists  as  to  whether  the  surname  has  been  acquired 
from  the  locality." 

Weekley^s  hypothesis,  at  any  rate  as  applying  to  the  great  majority 
of  Devlins,  seems  untenable  for  various  reasons.  On  account  of  the 
rarity  of  Irish  surnames  derived  from  localities  it  would  naturally 
arouse  our  suspicions,  even  if  no  conflicting  evidence  were  available. 
With  very  few  exceptions,  which  will  be  considered  later,  those  of  this 
surname  mentioned  in  books  or  documents  as  living  previous  to  the 
seventeenth  century  used  the  prefix  0\  indicating  descent  from  a  per¬ 
son.  The  Dubliners  certainly  do  not  regard  the  Devlins  as  in  any  way 
associated  histo’rically  with  their  city.  On  registering  at  a  Dublin  hotel 
the  author  remembers  being  asked  if  his  family  did  not  come  originally 
from  the  North,  since  even  at  the  present  day,  three  centuries  after  the 
extinction  of  the  clan  system  and  the  dislocations  caused  by  the  Confis¬ 
cations  of  the  Ulster  Plantation,  about  three -fourths  of  all  the  Devlins 
in  Ireland  are  to  be  found  living  in  those  counties  that  border  on  Lough 
Neagh. 

In  spite,  however,  of  such  obvious  objections  to  Weekley* s  theory, 
so  far  as  it  applies  to  any  considerable  proportion  of  those  bearing  this 
surname,  he  did  have  some  factual  foundation  for  his  belief.  Mr. 

Terence  Rafferty,  to  whom  the  author  is  indebted  for  so  much  informa¬ 
tion  contained  in  this  volume,  has  discovered  Develyns,  Develins  and 
Deuelynes,  residing  on  the  Ormond  Estates  during  the  Middle  Ages. 

These  vast  holdings  of  the  Butlers  included  land  in  various  counties, 
such  as  Meath,  Tipperary,  Kilkenny  and  Wexford.  In  The  Calendar  of 
Ormond  Deeds,  the  name  of  Adam  Develin  appears  in  Meath  in  1276; 
that  of  John  Develyn  in  Wexford  in  1336,  and  Philip  and  Richard  Deuelyne, 
father  and  son,  signed  a  deed  dated  between  1350  and  1370,  locality 
unspecified.  (U  and  V,  as  well  as  I  and  Y,  are  interchangeable  in  these 
documents;  all  spellings  apparently  referring  to  the  same  family.)  In 
The  Annals  of  Dunbrody,  under  the  date  1390,  appears  the  name  of  John 
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Develyn,  Abbot  of  Dunbrody.  As  further  evidence  of  the  former  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  family  deriving  its  surname  from  the  city  of  Dublin,  is  an 
entry  in  The  Making  of  Ireland  and  Its  Undoing,  p.  178,  by  A.  S.  Green, 
which  gives  among  the  names  of  other  Irish  scholars  at  the  University 
of  Oxford  in  1455,  that  of  Richard  Develyn,  White  Monk,  to  which  the 
author  attaches  the  note,  "i.e.  of  Dublin". 

% 

The  Butler  tenants  on  the  Ormond  Estates,  during  mediaeval 
times,  were  partly  of  Norman  or  English  descent  and  in  part  of  native 
Irish  extraction,  so  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  these  Leinster 
Develins  were  of  Milesian  origin,  stemming  either  from  the  Tyrone  or 
Sligo  septs,  but  the  existence,  as  shown  in  The  Calendar  of  State  Papers, 
Ireland,  of  early  anglicized  forms  of  Dublin  such  as  Develyn  and 
Develinel  leads  to  the  supposition  that  we  may  have  here  in  fact  an 
example  of  that  rare  phenomenon  in  Ireland,  a  surname  derived  from  a 
place.  The  typically  English  Christian  names  preceding  these  surnames 
also  make  it  unlikely  that  they  are  of  Milesian  origin. 

>  The  Richard  Develyn  of  1455  is  the  latest  instance,  so  far  dis¬ 

covered,  of  this  mediaeval  Leinster  family.  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has 
searched  The  Testamentary  Records  of  the  Butler  Families  in  Ireland, 
as  well  as  many  other  Leinster  books  and  documents,  without  finding 
any  references  to  Develins,  Develyns  or  Devlins  in  them.  As  with  the 
Sligo  sept,  these  Develins  of  Leinster,  after  an  existence  of  a  few  cen¬ 
turies,  seem  to  have  vanished,  so  far  as  any  records  of  their  survival 
are  concerned.  If  there  are  now  in  fact  surviving  descendants  of  this 
family,  ':heir  surnames  may  have  been  altered  to  some  such  form  as 
Dillon  or  Dowlin,  in  accordance  with  a  tendency  to  eliminate  the  V  sound 
from  Devlin  that  has  occurred  in  other  cases.  (See  Appendix  V  for 
examples.) 

The  consistent  tradition  of  those  Devlins  settled  for  many  genera¬ 
tions  in  Leinster  is  that  they  came  originally  from  Ulster.  Speaking  of 
his  branch  of  the  family.  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  says;  "My  father  and 
grandfather  were  both  born  in  Dublin.  My  great-grandfather  was  born 
in  Co.  Wicklow,  where  our  branch  had  lived  for  more  than  two  centuries. 
Our  tradition  is  that  we  went  there  in  the  sixteenth  century  when  the 
O’Neills  of  the  period  sent  a  military  force  to  aid  the  O’Byrnes  against 
forces  from  the  Pale." 

An  article  in  The  Wicklow  People  for  Aug.  22,  1936,  speaks  of  this 
expedition:  "About  1598  a  number  of  northern  settlers  came  to  Wicklow. 
It  came  about  in  this  way.  When  in  1597  Feagh  M’Hugh  O’ Byrne  was 
slain  by  the  English  his  son  Phelim  repaired  to  Hugh  O’Neill  in  Ulster 
to  seek  aid.  O’Neill  furnished  him  with  a  body  of  troops  under  O’ Moore, 
a  nobleman  of  Leinster.  The  northern  soldiers  fought  long  and  valiantly 
in-Wicklow  and  the  surrounding  counties,  and  many  of  them  married  and 
settled  down  among  the  hills,  and  today  such  typical  northern  names  as 
o’Doherty,  M’Davett,  O’Neill,  etc.,  are  plentiful,  particularly  in  the 
districts  of  Greenane  and  Ballinacor."  In  the  issue  of  the  same  paper 
for  July  15,  1939,  it  is  stated  that  about  three  hundred  soldiers  from  the 
north  accompanied  Phelim  M’Hugh  to  Wicklow.  Philip  O’Sullivan  Beare, 
in  Ireland  Under  Elizabeth,  pp.  96-97,  also  gives  an  account  of  this 
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expedition.  Greenane  and  Balllncor  are  a  short  distance  to  the  south¬ 
west  of  Glenealy,  where  the  O* Devlins  are  said  to  have  settled  when 
they  came  to  Wicklow. 

There  is  also  another  tradition  among  the  Leinster  Devlins  which, 
while  agreeing  with  the  one  in  Dr.  Devlin's  family  that  the  Devlins  came 
from  Ulster  to  Wicklow  in  the  last  decade  of  the  sixteenth  century,  gives 
a  different  reason  for  their  presence  in  that  county.  In  the  manuscript 
of  the  Rev.  Brother  Luke  Cullen,  The  Life  and  Sufferings  of  Ann  Devlin, 
written  in  1857,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Myles  V.  Ronan,  but 
not  yet  published,  it  is  stated:  "Tradition  informs  us  that  an  O' Devlin 
was  one  of  the  confidential  persons  sent  with  communications  concern¬ 
ing  the  escaped  youths  Q.e.  Red  Hugh  O'Donnell  and  Art  O'Neill,  at  the 
time  of  their  escape  from  Dublin  Castle  in  1591]  whilst  recovering  with 
the  o'Byrnes  in  Fannanering."  Cullen  also  says  that  "This  O'Devlin 
was  afterwards  persecuted  for  his  fidelity  to  his  Chief  and  so  left  his 
own  country,  settling  at  Glenealy,  near  Wicklow,  under  the  protection 
of  o' Byrne  of  Ballicksinnan.  Such  is  said  to  be  the  first  coming  of  the 
O* Devlins  to  the  County  Wicklow." 

In  confirmation  of  this  last  tradition  there  are  in  Glenealy  Old 
Churchyard  gravestones  of  Develins,  Develyns  and  Develens,  the  oldest 
of  which  is  dated  1726.  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  says  he  believes  that  the 
Wicklow  branch  of  the  family  originated  in  Glenealy,  but  he  has  been 
informed  by  residents  that  there  are  no  Devlins  living  there  now.  While 
likely  to  be  untrustworthy  as  to  details,  family  traditions  generally  have 
a  foundation  in  fact,  and  both  of  those  mentioned  above  agree  that  the 
Devlins  arrived  in  Ulster  shortly  before  the  year  1600.  The  funeral 
custom  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin,  that  the  male  head  of  the 
house  should  have  six  horses  to  his  hearse,  is  also  a  strong  indication 
of  a  Milesian  origin  for  his  branch  of  the  Wicklow  Devlins.  Such  a  cus¬ 
tom,  while  possibly  altered  to  suit  later  times,  may  in  its  essentials 
long  antedate  the  extinction  of  the  clan  system.2 


NOTES  TO  APPENDIX  U1 


1)  According  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall,  in  Ireland,  Its'Scenery, 
Character,  etc.,  (Vol.  II,  p.  175),  Develin  was  the  pronunciation  of 
Dublin  in  Wicklow  during  the  40' s  of  the  last  century.  In  The  Dublin 
Penny  Journal  of  Nov.  24,  1832,  it  is  said  that  the  pronunciation  of  Dublin 
in  Fingall  at  that  time  was  Divelin.  In  Campion's  account  of  the  murder 
of  Shane  O'Neill,  Dublin  Castle  is  called  the  Castle  of  Divelin.  (Historie 
of  Ireland  by  Edmund  Campion.) 

2)  In  Vol.  Ill  of  The  Calendar  of  Ormond  Deeds,  there  is  reference 
in  1596  to  a  Barnabas  O'Divlin  of  Bally  martin,  Co.  Kilkenny,  who  may 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Tyrone  sept. 
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APPENDIX  IV 

THE  WICKLOW  DEVUNS  -  A  REBEL  FAMILY 

(1798-1803) 


Few  families  in  Ireland  can  have  suffered  more  in  the  Nationalist 
cause  during  the  Rebellions  of  1798  and  of  1803  than  the  Wicklow 
Devlins.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  "troubles"  they  were  farmers,  in  com¬ 
fortable  circumstances.  The  failure  of  the  rebellions  resulted  in  long 
years  of  imprisonment  and  subsequent  impoverishment  for  most  of 
them,  and  transportation  or  death  for  others.  A  large  part  of  their 
history  is  contained  in  the  manuscript  of  the  Rev.  Brother  Luke  Cullen, 
The  Life  and  Sufferings  of  Ann  Devlin,  unfortunately  not  yet  published.! 

Ann's  father,  Brien  Devlin,  was  the  youngest  of  four  brothers,  the 
others  being  Patrick,  Henry  and  Hugh.2  Brien  was  a  farmer  on  the 
lands  of  Croney  Beag,  in  the  parish  of  Rathdrum,  County  Wicklow,  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  Vale  of  Avoca  whose  beauties  have  been  sung  by 
Thomas  Moore,  and  not  far  from  Glenealy,  where  the  Tyrone  ancestors 
of  the  Wicklow  Devlins  are  said  to  have  settled  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
Winifred,  Brien  Devlin's  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  Byrne  of 
Cullentra,  near  Glendalough,  a  descendant  of  the  sept  which  at  one  time 
had  held  dominion  over  all  Wicklow.  There  were  seven  children  by  this 
marriage,  of  which  Ann  Devlin,  born  in  1781,  was  the  second.  Through 
the  Byrnes  the  Devlins  were  related  to  Michael  Dwyer,- audacious  cap¬ 
tain  of  Wicklow  outlaws,  and  to  his  second  in  command,  Hugh  Byrne, 
the  nephew  of  Winifred  Devlin.  On  the  other  side  of  the  family  was 
Arthur  Devlin,  son  of  Brien's  brother  Patrick.  Arthur  is  described  by 
Brother  Cullen  as  having  been  the  most  loved  and  trusted  of  Emmet's 
lieutenants  by  their  chief.  Another  Arthur  Devlin,  nephew  of  Brien, 
was  also  a  participant  in  the  rebellions.  This  Arthur  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin,  and  son  of  Henry  Devlin,  who  lived 
near  the  lower  Meeting  of  the  Waters.  Concerning  the  fourth  brother, 
Hugh,  there  is  no  information  available  as  to  whether  he  left  descendants, 
but  there  is  a  family  tradition  among  the  Wicklow  Devlins,  confirmed  by 
Cullen  In  one  of  his  records,  that  a  kinsman,  Hugh  Devlin,  was  shot  by 
the  yeomanry  in  1798.3 

An  account  of  the  Rebellions  of  1798  and  of  1803  may  be  found  in 
many  books  devoted  to  this  subject,  some  of  which  are  included  in  the 
bibliography  at  the  end  of  this  volume,  but  even  to  sketch  in  the  back¬ 
ground  of  that  period  would  require  too  much  space  in  a  study  of  this 
kind.  During  those  years  a  desperate  and  hopeless  struggle  was  main¬ 
tained  by  bands  of  patriots  in  the  Wicklow  mountains  against  the  over¬ 
whelming  might  of  an  alien  government.  The  immediate  results  were 
apparently  utter  failure,  but  the  tradition  of  resistance  to  foreign  rule 
was  preserved,  at  the  cost  of  ruin  or  death  for  the  participants,  and 
handed  on  to  descendants  of  these  martyrs  in  the  Nationalist  cause, 
furnishing  inspiration  for  those  who,  iathe  twentieth  century,  estab¬ 
lished  the  state  of  Eire  on  foundations  laid  by  their  ancestors. 
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Brlen  Devlin  is  described  as  a  man  of  "peaceable  demeanour; 
exemplary  and  punctual  In  the  discharge  of  his  social  and  religious 
duties",  and  his  wife  Winifred  as  "a  cautious,  high-minded  and  virtuous 
woman,"  Their  close  kinship  with  prominent  leaders  of  the  Wicklow 
Insurgents,  however,  brought  immediate  disaster  to  the  Devlins  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  1798  Rebellion,  Accused  of  giving  aid  to  the  outlaws, 
Brlen  Devlin  was  imprisoned  and  remained  in  jail  nearly  two  and  a  half 
years  without  being  brought  to  trial.  On  his  release,  after  the  collapse 
of  the  Rebellion  of  1798,  Brlen  resolved  to  leave  Wicklow,  the  scene  of 
his  misfortunes,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Rathfarnham,  near  Dublin, 
where  he  engaged  in  dairying.  Far  from  bettering  his  fortunes,  this 
move  brought  his  family  into  contact  with  Robert  Emmet,  leader  of  the 
Rebellion  of  1803,  whose  abortive  uprising  brougnt  further  imprisonment, 
long  sufferings  and  financial  ruin  to  the  Devlins, 

In  the  spring  of  1803,  Brien*s  nephew  Arthur  Devlin,  son  of  his 
brother  Patrick,  who  had  eluded  capture  following  rebel  activities  in 
1798  by  enlisting  in  the  British  army,  arrived  at  the  house  in  Rathfarn¬ 
ham  disguised  as  a  sailor,  after  his  desertion  from  the  very  force  that 
was  seeking  to  apprehend  him,  Arthur  immediately  interested  his  kins¬ 
men  in  the  cause  of  Robert  Emmet,  who  was  then  planning  his  revolt  of 
that  year.  Emmet  was  seeking  a  trustworthy  housekeeper  who  "must  be 
one  in  whom  he  could  place  implicit  confidence,"  Arthur  Devlin  told 
him  that  he  was  sure  his  uncle  would  allow  one  of  his  daughters  to  take 
the  position,  and  assured  Emmet  that  "he  could  safely  place  a  thousand 
lives  in  her  hands,"  Ann,  who  was  then  a  young  woman  of  twenty -three, 
was  chosen  for  the  post,  Brien  had  some  furniture  sent  with  her,  and 
a  cow,  a  cart  and  a  horse,  in  order  to  give  an  appearance  of  business 
to  Emmet's  house  in  Butterfield  Lane,  and  to  disguise  the  activities  that 
were  being  conducted  there.  Brother  Luke  Cullen  was  assured  by  Ann 
Devlin  that  she  never  received  any  remuneration  from  Robert  Emmet 
and  that  none  was  ever  contemplated  by  either  party  to  the  transaction, 
her  services  in  this  desperate  venture  being  contributed  solely  for  the 
sake  of  the  cause  in  which  her  brother  Art  and  her  cousin  Arthur  were 
so  deeply  engaged,  Mrs,  James  Hope,  the  wife  of  another  leader  in  the 
Rebellion,  was  also  introduced  into  the  house  to  assist  Ann  in  her  work. 

The  failure  of  the  1803  Rebellion  and  the  tragic  end  of  Robert 
Emmet  are  matters  of  history.  We  are  here  primarily  concerned  with 
the  fate  of  the  Devlins,  Immediately  after  the  collapse  of  the  uprising, 
the  military  were  dispatched  to  Emmet's  house  in  Butterfield  Lane, 
where  they  found  Ann  Devlin  and  her  younger  sister,  Ann  had  destroyed 
all  incriminating  papers,  so  the  soldiers,  after  a  fruitless  search, 
resorted  to  torture  in  order  to  force  the  sisters  to  give  evidence 
against  Emmet  and  his  associates,  Ann  was  the  principal  object  of  their 
violence.  She  was  jabbed  with  a  bayonet,  receiving  a  severe  wound  in 
her  breast,  and  was  "half-hanged  to  the  shafts  of  her  father's  cart",  but 
she  steadfastly  refused  to  give  any  testimony,  nor  in  spite  of  long 
Imprisonment,  threats,  solitary  confinement,  and  attempts  at  bribery, 
could  Ann  Devlin  or  any  of  her  family  be  induced  to  give  any  information 
whatever  concerning  the  participants  in  Emmet's  Rebellion, 
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The  whole  Devlin  family,  including  father  and  mother,  four 
daughters  and  three  sons,  were  imprisoned,  as  well  as  Brien*s  nephew 
Arthur,  who  was  later  transported  for  life  to  Australia.  After  two 
years  in  prison  Ann's  brother  James,  a  child  of  nine  or  ten  years,  died 
of  jail  fever.  Ann  herself  contracted  erysipelas  and  her  constitution 
was  so  shattered  that  she  never  fully  regained  her  health.  The  family 
were  removed  from  prison  to  prison.  At  one  time  Brien  Devlin  was  in 
New  Kilmainham,  Ann  was  in  Old  Kllmainham  and  Art  was  in  the 
Provost  Prison.  During  Christmastide  of  1803  twenty-one  relatives  of 
the  family  were  imprisoned  in  Kilmainham  jail  alone.  On  Pitt's  death, 
the  new  cabinet  in  England  authorized  the  release  of  most  of  the  "state 
prisoners",  as  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  rebellions  were  called, 
but  Ann,  now  confined  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  her  brother  Art,  remained 
In  jail.  Brien  Devlin  had  been  already  released,  after  a  total  stay  of 
five  years  in  different  prisons.  Ann  is  said  to  have  remarked  at  this 
time  that  if  they  were  known  as  "the  Rebel  family",  they  had  at  least 
paid  a  good  price  for  the  name.  Finally  in  1806  Ann  and  her  brother 
Art  were  discharged  from  prison.  Financially  the  family  were  ruined 
and  the  health  of  Ann's  mother,  also  that  of  a  sister  and  one  of  her 
brothers,  were  so  impaired  as  a  result  of  imprisonment,  that  they  all 
died  within  the  space  of  a  few  years.  Ann  never  fully  recovered  from 
the  erysipelas  that  she  had  contracted,  although  she  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  a  man  in  lowly  circumstances 
named  Campbell,  her  declining  years  were  spent  in  a  dire  poverty  that 
was  somewhat  alleviated  through  the  benevolence  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Madden, 
who  after  her  death  in  1851  had  her  remains  exhumed  from  a  pauper's 
grave  and  re -interred  in  the  best  part  of  Glasnevin  Cemetery. 


NOTES  TO  APPENDDC  IV 


1)  For  the  story,  as  here  related,  the  author  is  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Myles  V.  Ronan, 
owner  of  the  manuscript  referred  to  in  the  text.  According  to  Father 
Ronan,  Brother  Luke  Cullen  was  a  remarkable  man.  Born  in  Little 
Bray,  Wicklow,  (179-),  he  was  poorly  educated  and,  until  he  was  forty- 
five,  most  of  his  life  was  spent  at  sea.  He  then  entered  the  Carmelite 
Monastery  at  Clondalkin,  Co.  Dublin,  and  ultimately  was  engaged  in 
teaching  boys.  He  had  a  wonderful  flair  for  collecting  historical 
material  from  the  actual  persons  concerned,  or  from  their  friends.  He 
often  wrote  under  difficulties  in  his  school.  Not  milch  regard  was  paid 
by  him  to  spelling  or  punctuation  and  he  did  not  rewrite  his  manuscripts. 

Mr*  John  Devlin  of  Munterevlin  was  given  a  portrait  of  Ann 
Devlin  by  Mr.  Francis  Joseph  Bigger,  the  antiquarian,  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  the  latter  by  Dr.  Addis  Emmet  for  delivery  to  the  Devlin  in 
Ulster  whom  he  regarded  as  most  worthy  to  receive  it,  as  a  souvenir  of 
his  kinsman's  faithful  adherent.  Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  sent  this  portrait 
to  the  author  through  the  kindness  of  its  owner  Mrs.  Louis  Roche, 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Devlin.  Ann  appears  in  it  as  a  woman  in  her  early 
thirties,  with  coal  black  hair  and  black  eyes,  well  dressed  in  a  lace  cap 
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and  shawl.  Her  countenance  expresses  spirit  and  determination  much 
above  the  average. 

Further  information  about  Ann  and  Arthur  Devlin,  and  their 
families,  may  be  obtained  from  such  books  as  1798  in  Wicklow,  by  the 
Rev.  Luke  Cullen;  Irish  Heroines,  by  Alice  Milligan;  Women  of  *98,  by 
'Mrs.  Thomas  Concannon;  and  Chapters  in  ^98  History,  by  Joseph  H. 
Fowler. 

2)  In  The  Life  of  Michael  Dwyer  by  Charles  Dickson,  it  is  said 
that  during  an  examination  in  Dublin  Castle  on  30th  August,  1803, 
Winifred  Devlin  stated  that  "her  husband^ s  brother,  Harry  Devlin,  lives 
near  the  town  of  Arklow,  about  two  or  three  miles  from  it;  he  has  three 
grown  sons  named  Owen  (in  custody),  Bryan  and  Arthur  -  that  Paddy 
Devlin  of  Cronyburn  was  brother  to  her  husband  and  that  he  had  three 
or  four  daughters  and  three  sons,  named  Arthur,  Edward  and  Patrick  - 
Patrick  is  in  the  army  abroad,  Edward  is  in  custody,  and  she  does  not 
know  where  Arthur  is..." 

3)  Rev.  Brother  Luke  Cullen,  1798  in  Wicklow. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  also  found  that  an  Ulster  member  of  the 
family,  James  Devlin  of  Corkaskeagh,  of  the  Clontibret  branch  of  United 
Irishmen,  was  hanged  by  the  authorities  in  Monaghan  on  March  24,  1798, 
as  a  result  of  his  participation  in  the  rebellion. 
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APPENDIX  V 

FORMS  OF  THE  SURNAME 


In  the  pedigrees  of  the  Books  of  Bally  mote  and  Lecan,  and  in  the 
Genealogies  of  MacFirbis  and  O  Clery,  the  name  of  the  ancestor  from 
whom  the  Devlins  claim  descent  is  given  variously  as  Dobholen,  Dob- 
hailen,  Dobhoilen,  Dobhuilen  and  Doibhilen;  and  in  the  pedigree  of  the 
O* Devlins  of  Sligo  their  eponymous  ancestor  appears  as  Dobhailen  and 
Dobhailean. 

Omitting  the  O'  or  Ua  (meaning  "grandson  of"),  which  always 
preceded  it,  the  following  are  forms  of  the  surname  in  Irish  as  they 
appear  in  the  annals  and  in  other  books  or  documents:  Dobhilen,  Dob¬ 
hailen,  Dobhailean,  Dobhailein,  Dobhalen,  Doibhilen,  Doibhilin,  Doib- 
helen,  Doibhilein^  Dhoibhilein,  Dubhalen,  Doibhlin,  Doibhlen,  Doibhlein, 
Dubhlein,  Duibhlfn,  Dublein,  Duiblein.l  (Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  says  that 
the  E  in  the  final  syllable  should  properly  take  the  acute  accent,  but  that 
this  was  very  often  omitted  by  the  scribes.  Ein  in  the  last  syllable  is  a 
sign  of  the  genitive  form  of  the  surname.) 

The  earliest  document  in  which  the  surname  of  the  Tyrone 
O'Devlins  has  yet  been  found  is  The  Lament  for  O* Neill  by  the  Clan  Owen 
bard  MacNamee,  which  dates  from  the  latter  half  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury.  In  this  poem  the  two-syllable  form  O  Duibhlin  is  used.  The 
earliest  genealogy  of  the  Men  of  Drumleene  which  contains  the  name  of 
the  O^Devlins*  eponymous  ancestor  is  found  in  The  Book  of  Bally  mote, 
which  dates  from  the  late  fourteenth  century.  This  does  not  mean,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  two-syllable  form  in  MacNamee^s  poem  is  older  than  the 
three-syllable  form  in  the  Genealogies.  None  of  the  genealogies  extend 
closer  to  the  present  day  than  to  The  O'Donnelly  who  was  killed  in  1177, 
consequently  the  name  of  the  eponymous  ancestor  of  the  Tyrone 
0*Devlins  must  have  been  obtained  by  the  genealogists  from  documents 
antedating  the  time  of  MacNamee. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  all  forms  of  the  name  begin  with  a  D;  includ¬ 
ing  that  with  a  DH  which  is,  with  exceptions,  the  Irish  form  in  an  adjec¬ 
tive  or  adjectival  genitive  qualifying  a  feminine  nominative  and  dative 
singular,  and  a  masculine  genitive  singular  and  nominative  plural.  All 
forms  of  the  name  end  with  an  N,  and  the  next  to  the  last  consonant  is 
always  an  L.  These  are  the  invariables  that  distinguish  the  name,  and 
have  approximately  the  same  pronunciations  in  Irish  as  in  English. 

In  all  except  two  examples  BH  appears  before  the  L.  BH  has  the 
phonetic  value  of  V  in  Irish.  (It  also  has  at  times  a  sound  like  the 
English  W,  a  pronunciation  that  will  be  discussed  later  in  this  appendix.) 
The  two  apparent  exceptions,  where  the  L  is  preceded  by  a  B,  instead 
of  by  a  BH,  are  the  results  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  scribe  who 
wrote  or  copied  this  name.  BH  in  Irish  is  either  represented  by  the  two 
consonants,  or  by  the  letter  B  surmounted  by  a  dot.  Sometimes  the  dot 
was  overlooked  in  copying  from  one  manuscript  to  another. 
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It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  four  consonants  of  Devlin  are  all 
present  in  the  Irish  form  of  the  name,  in  their  proper  order  and,  except 
for  the  BH,  with  similar  sounds  to  those  which  they  have  in  English. 

The  vowels,  however,  offer  a  greater  difficulty.  In  fact  if  it  were  not 
for  a  consideration  of  the  almost  incredible  laxity  shown  by  the  Irish  in 
the  use  of  vowels  and  vowel  combinations  in  former  times,  it  might 
appear  that  these  varying  forms  do  not  represent  the  same  nanie.  But, 
aside  from  the  fact  that  the  context  in  which  they  appear  proves  that 
they  do  so,  consultation  of  authorities  on  Irish  orthography  will  show 
that  vowels  and  vowel  combinations  had,  in  former  times,  no  such  fixed 
phonetic  values  as  in  most  European  languages.  There  are  also  to  be 
considered  the  different  pronunciations  given  to  the  same  vowels  not 
only  at  different  periods,  but  even  at  the  present  day  in  the  several  dis¬ 
tricts  where  Irish  is  still  spoken. 

Mr.  Terence  Rafferty  says:  "All  the  variations  in  spelling  which 
you  give  are  the  same  name.  It  must  have  been  pronounced  in  various 
ways,  as  Do-al-^n,  Do-al-in,  Davileli,  Devilin,  Develen,  Divilin,  Divlen, 
etc.,  and  that  would  account  for  the  spelling.  Middle  and  Early  Irish  • 
orthography  varied  greatly  in  the  spelling  of  proper  names  and  varia¬ 
tions  in  broad  and  slender,  especially  in  O  and  OI,  are  very  common." 

Dr.  Eoin  MacNeill  says:  "The  form  Doibhilen,  in  the  Books  of 
Bally  mote  and  Lecan,  and  in  the  Genealogies  of  Duald  MacFirbis, 
accords  best  with  the  modern  pronunciation.  Dobhailen  or  Dobhuilen  , 
would  give  a  pronunciation  like  Dolan." 

Dr.  Seamus  O  Ceallaigh  says  that  they  spoke  Irish  in  the  parish  of 
Derryloran,  north  of  Cookstown,  Tyrone,  and  not  far  from  Munterevlin, 
enuring  his  youth.  The  name  was  then  spelled  O  Doibhlein  in  Irish.  The 
O  was  pronounced  A,  as  was  usual  in  Ulster  surnames;  the  D  represented 
a  strong  linguo-upper -dental  D.  The  E  was  long  back  E  (French  grave 
E)  and  the  L  and  N  were  both  slightly  palatalized. 

Mr.  Rafferty  says  that  he  knows  a  Patrick  Devlin,  living  in  the 
townland  of  Creggan,  parish  of  Termonmaguirk,  County  Tyrone,  who  is 
a  native  Irish  speaker.  This  Mr.  Patrick  Devlin  is  in  his  sixties,  and 
Mr.  Rafferty  believes  that  he  is  probably  the  last  native  Irish  speaker 
In  Tyrone.  Patrick  Devlin  writes  his  name  in  Irish  as  O  Dhoibhlen. 
A-givlin,  with  the  stress  on  ‘giv\  gives  a  rough  idea  of  the  sound.  The 
initial  D  became  DH  (D  aspirated)  probably  by  analogy  with  what  happens 
in  the  genitive  case. 

Apparently  when  the  surname  was  anglicized  in  the  seventeenth 
century  it  was  customarily  pronounced  in  three  syllables,  since  the  most 
usual  English  form  at  that  time  was  O^Develin,  or  some  three -syllable 
variant.  In  speaking  of  the  form  found  in  the  Genealogies,  Dr.  Eoin 
MacNeill  says:  "The  first  two  syllables  must  represent  three  syllables 
of  an  earlier  date.  If  they  represented  two  the  name  would  be  Doibhlen, 
that  is  the  second  syllable  would  lose  its  vowel,  when  another  syllable 
followed."  This  shortening  process  has  been  continued.  From  an 
original  four-syllable  name,  according  to  Dr.  MacNeill,  one  syllable 
had  been  dropped  by  the  time  that  the  Genealogies  were  composed,  from 
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^  ^  nfi  moi3  .baiiniinoo  naad  aad  aaaooiq  yiinalioria  aidT  '  .bawollol 
aidallya  ano  .idol  {gnibioooa  «ani£n  aJdallya-iuol’Ianljiio 

moil  ,b9aoqmoo  aiaw  aai^lsanaO  adl  iadl  amiJ  adi  yd  baq^ib  naad  bad 
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the  eighth  century  onwards,  and  In  later  times  the  middle  syllable  was 
also  eliminated,  producing  the  form  Devlin.2 

According  to  The  Christian  Brothers  Grammar,  p.  5,  BH  and  L 
are  liquids,  and  when  in  juxtaposition  a  short  vowel  sound  is  inserted 
between  them,  which  may  explain  the  persistence  in  Munterevlin  of  a 
three-syllable  pronunciation  for  a  two-syllable  surname.  In  the  home 
territory  of  the  Devlins,  although  the  surname  is  now  spelled  Devlin,  It 
Is  still  pronounced  Develin,  as  it  was  written  in  the  seventeenth  century 
and  is  still  spelled  by  some  members  of  the  family.  The  latter,  how¬ 
ever,  represent  at  the  present  day  only  a  small  proportion  of  those 
bearing  this  name.  In  his  Special  Report  on  Surnames  in  Ireland,  Sir 
Robert  E.  Matheson  says  that  in  1890  only  about  nine  per  cent  of  the 
family  in  that  country  used  any  other  form  than  Devlin. 

The  elimination  of  the  prefix  O*  before  the  surname  had  begun  as 
early  as  the  seventeenth  century.  Apparently  no  branch  of  the  family 
uses  it  at  the  present  day,  the  last  instance  of  its  employment  so  far 
encountered  being  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  O^Devlin  whom  John 
o'Hart  mention^  as  officiating  at  a  wedding  in  1787.3  It  is  possible  that 
the  use  of  the  O'  may  be  revived  among  the  Devlins.  It  will  certainly  be 
used  if  the  name  is  written  in  Irish,  as  with  all  Milesian  names,  even 
when  the  O'  has  long  been  discarded  in  its  English  form.  In  recent  years 
in  Ireland  many  have  assumed  the  Irish  forms  of  their  surnames,  as  the 
traveller  may  see  by  observing  the  signs  over  shops  and  by  consulting 
Irish  directories,  consequently  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  find  many 
members  of  the  family  reverting  to  the  Irish  form  of  their  name  in 
coming  generations. 4 

From  examples  so  far  encountered,  it  would  appear  that  the  three- 
syllable  form  of  the  surname  was  almost  universal  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  although  there  are  a  few  instances  of  the  shortened  form  during 
that  era.  Beginning  with  the  eighteenth  century,  the  two-syllable  form 
became  the  ordinary  mode  of  spelling.  Apparently  during  the  first  two 
centuries  after  its  anglicization  alternate  methods  of  spelling  were  used 
at  different  times  by  the  same  person,  until  a  general  standardization 
of  the  surname's  orthography  was  effected. 5 

The  multiplicity  of  spellings  iiv Irish  is  paralleled  by  an  even 
greater  variety  in  English.  Omitting  the  prefix  O',  the  following  are 
forms  that  have  been  found:  Develin,  DeVelin,  Develyn,  D'Evelyn, 
Develen,  Develan,  Develon,  Devalin,  Devilin,  Deverlin,  Deavelin, 
Devellen,  Devellin,  Divelin,  Divellinn,  Develhan,  Develing,  Devilling, 
Deublinge,  Duelin,  Deylyn,  Doailen,  Dowlin,  Darlein,  Doivlen,  Doivlin, 
Diblin,  Delvyne,  Delvin,  Devling,  Devlan,  Devlen,  Devlyn,  and  Devlin, 
the  last  being  the  standard  form  at  the  present  day.  (A  few  of  the  above 
listed  spellings  may  be  classed  as  doubtful  or  may  be  the  result  of 
typographical  errors.  For  a  detailed  discussion  of  these  various  forms 
see  later  in  this  appendix.) 

Of  all  three -syllable  methods  of  spelling,  the  most  common  has 
been  that  of  Develin,  since  the  time  when  the  surname  was  anglicized, 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  clan  system  in  the  seventeenth  century,  to 


r**'  Hf' '  HHBI' 

axw  «94i  ^Mh  bnB  ^tbi^wno  x^tiin99  dirl^la  diU  * 

^•AiiTdQ  axiol  ^/^uboii]  ,b9isniinii»  oalu  » 

J  bnt  Ha  ,4  .q  asmms^O  aiadtotS  nfilJeMrfD  erlT  oJ  ^ib-toooK 
b^^iiiotai  ai  hoijoa  iawo^r  ttoda  s  noitieoqaixiif  nl  nsdw  bna  .abiupll 
g  a  to  fiilvaieJnxiM  Ars^n^lelsiaq  •dj'/iialqxa  fan  rfolrtw  ,mfid5  naswHd 
"'  jport  iiir  .ooMimi/a  jild*llf8-oirJ  s  lol  rtolial^miaolq  aldallfa-s^iiii 
i/^rtllvdCX  bailed  won  tti* scasmtm  adi  dsooiilU  ,2iillv9G  eriJ  io  fioJHiaJ 
rxuina^  iiiA99ln9T«ia  oU  oi  ndilliw  asw  ii  «£  baomtonoiq  WWa  al 

-wod  41911^  adT  .fiimal  diU  lo*ai*dmac3  -wnoa  fd  baflaqa  Ui)a  al  baa 
aac/l}  lo  noiHoqoTq  IIm9  "a  floo  fab  in^eaiq  adl  ia'lnaaaiqai  ,i9vs'^  •'* 
***2  .bn  .x>il  oi  ttawamna  no  Jaioagg  aM  nl  .amsa  aWJ  ^nlia^d 

w*i  inaa  leq  aainxIiKKU  fine  WlJf  ni  laifJ  afae  noaadiaM  ,3  JiodoH 

jiiivaQ  nadi  miol  ladio  fiia  b^aii  filrujoa  laili  nf  fUioA)  H 


tt; 

i 


ea  nvsdd  bad  aoiacxua  adi  aiolad  'O  xllaiq  arii  \o  noitoilinila  9dT 
fiioial  9iU  ]o  donaod  oa  fUaaifiqqA  .fxifbiao  ctjwoi^JnaT^c  sdi  aa  fiiaa 
isl  oa  mm^lqma  wii  1o  aoaaiani  laal  ad)  i^ab  msaaiq  ad)  la  11  aaan 
odof  aioilw  niivaQ'O  d^H  «?8ll  sdl  lo  aaao  adJ  oi  ^rdad  baialnnobaa 
laril  aldlsaoq  al  H  t.ravt  oi  ^Ibbaw  a  Je  yrilainttlo  «a  vnoilnam  liaHV) 
ad  flalal^ao  illw  IX  .aidived  adl  yioma  bavlvai  ad  yam  *0  odl  )o  aao  adi 
aava  .eaman  naiaalJM  lia  dJlw  ea  ^hrn)  naiiiiw  ei  <)aiao  adJ  Xi  baau^ 
tiasy  loaoai  al  jotol  dail^^nH  all  ni  babiaoSlb  naad  yiol  aad  ‘O  ad)  nadw 
adl  ca  .astnafliuR  •tiadi  to  amiot  dalil  adi  baaniaaa  avad  yciaro  boaiaiX  aJ 
Snliitfanao  yet  boa  aqoda  aaao  an^la  adi  ^nlviaado  yd  aaa  yam  laUavail 
ynam  ball  ol  snltitq'xue  ad  ioa  bSuow  11  ylJnaupaanoo  tWlioloaiib  delil 
ni  ooiaa  liadi  to  miot  daiil  ad)  ol  saiiiavai  ylimi^  adl  to  eiadsaam 
yW  ^  ‘  *  ‘‘  “  ^  *  “  *.  anoiiai  9flaj  ^  Imao 

*aaidi  adl  laiU  laaqqa  bluow  if  ^laiiuiooM  isl  oa  aalqmaxa  caoi^ 

dinaalnavaa  adl  ni  IjiBiaylna  l^mia  aaw  ainanit/B  ad)  to  mwt  aldallya^ 
yiixub  miot  b^snoda  adl  to  aaoaalani  \yal  a  a*;a  aiadl  dgi^gd)^  ,yTulnao 
miot  aidail^-owl  adl  ,yioiaao  d3naald;jiia  adl  dlhr  inlnitlja^  .aia  larfl 
owl  irxft  adi  loiiab  yllnaiaqqA  .yiillaqa  to  abom  yianibio  adl  amaoad 
baau  aiaw  gniilaqa  to  abodiarn  aJainalU  nollaalo/i^  ail  lalta  ?raliuloao  i’ 
noii£:Libiabaate  iaiaua^  a  iilaii  ^aiaq  amaa  adi  yd  aacaJi  Inaiatt/b  la  ' 

C.baJoatta  aaw  ydqaigortlio  a'amoxioa  adito  ^ 

r  '  * 

naya  oa  yd  baialiaiaq  ai  dalil«l  ayiliiaqa  to’^yliDilqlllmn  adT  *■ 

ai*  ^fiiwoUol  adi  j'O  t^aiq  aril  ^iiiimO  •dail^iS  nl  yialTEv  lalaai) 
,ayiafy3^Q  ,nyiayaQ  /liJaVaQ  ^iiayaQ  :tiaao)  aaad  avari  iadi  amiol 

A  m  •  m  ...  _ 


Vj* 


iT5 


^HayaaQ  .niliaraa  ^livaa  .nllayaQ'^ioiavaa  ^iayaa*.naiovaa 


A 
eM^ii 


,yillUvaa  .yiiiavaa  ^dlavaa  ^liavKI  ^iiayKI  ^UlayaO  ^allavaO 
^  fflUylo^  .naivioa  ^oialiaa  ^iwoQ  ^allaoQ  tnylyaG  jillaiKI  .ayilldtiaa 
tOiiyaa  1^  «aylvaa  ^aWaa^  AfcivaQ  .yiJivaa  ^ivl^  ^anyvIaU  ^Jidia 
avoda  ^  to  wat  A)  .yab  taaaaiq  aril  la  midi  frrabnaie  adi  yilad  iaal  adi* 
to^iluaai  aril  ad  yi^  io  liiUdoob  aa  baaaalo  ad  yam  sjaiiiaqa  bslcil  *' 
2»iol  auoiiav  aaadl  to  noiaaooalb  ballaiab  a  lo'i^'  .aioiia  laoidqaijoqyl 
^  ‘  '  (-xibnaqqa  aldl  nl  lalai  aaa  “* 

‘i;  ,i..  ^  ^ 

ncaimoo  ii^m^^adi  «^iiiaqai  to  ebodiadi  aidailyB**aairii  lia  tOa*® 
4>aaiDiJyia  aaw  aoiairuja  aril  nadw  amil  adl  aonia  ^JlayaG  to  iaril  naad  f  ^ 
of  ,yTiibtao  rilnaaJoavaa  aril  ni  malaye  aala  aril  to  qu  ^niriaaid  aril  lalta 


Ij' 


/ 
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the  present  day.  In  mediaeval  times  we  have  the  Develins  of  Leinster 
and  a  Develin  family  in  Galway,  already  discussed  in  previous  appendices, 
neither  of  which  appear  to  have  been  related  to  the  Tyrone  sept.  Starting 
with  the  first  anglicizations  of  the  latter^ s  surname,  we  find  the  last 
chief  of  the  People  of  Devlin  appearing  in  three  documents  as  Brian 
O^Develin;6  Neale  O’Develin  was  condemned  to  death  at  the  Ulster 
assizes  in  1614;7  a  Donald  O^Develin  appears  as  a  tenant  at  Kannagoolan, 
in  Armagh  near  Lough  Neagh,  in  1628;8  and  a  Cor  mac  Develin  is 

mentioned  in  1647.9  Patrick  O^Develin  is  accused  of  drowning  a  group 
of  Protestants  at  Portadown,  near  the  southern  end  of  Lough  Neagh  in 
1641.10  There  is  Lieutenant  Cornelius  Develin,  without  the  0\  who  was 
with  Cromwell*s  army;  1 1  and  also  two  members  of  the  family  with  a 
regiment  in  the  Jacobite  Army  in  Ireland  (1689),  Lieutenant  Develin  and 
Le  Sieur  Develin,  ayde- major,  both  without  the  0\12 

In  the  eighteenth  century  the  usual  spelling  has  come  to  be  Devlin, 
or  occasionally  O* Devlin,  but  we  find  the  will  of  Laughlin  Develin  of 
Ballytisken,  Co.  Wicklow,  probated  in  1770,  and  those  of  Cor  mack 
Develin,  Bailiff,  and  the  Rev.  Towin  Develin  were  probated  respectively 
in  1758  and  1776  in  the  diocese  of  Armagh  (Ulster). 13  We  find  Richard 
Develin  as  a  participant  in  the  Rebellion  of  1798;  14  and  Arthur  Devlin, 
who  was  also  "out"  in  1798  and  again  in  1803,  is  called  Arthur  Develin 
in  the  Memoirs  of  Miles  Byrne.  In  Griffith's  Valuation  (1847-1864), 
there  are  several  examples  of  Develins  as  Irish  landholders  -  in  the 
middle  of  the  last  century;  two  in  Co.  Down  and  one  apiece  in  Wicklow, 
Westmeath,  Armagh  and  Cavan.  In  Dublin,  Develin' s  Place  was  listed. 

The  author  has  seen  Develins  in  recent  Irish  directories  both  in  Tyrone 
and  in  Antrim.  There  is  also  a  branch  of  the  family  in  Scotland  named 
Develin.  In  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  there  is  a  book  by  a  Sergeant- 
major  Develin,  giving  an  account  of  his  campaigns  in  India.  The  sur¬ 
name  Develin  also  appears  on  a  tombstone  in  Glenealy  Old  Churchyard, 
Co.  Wicklow,  15  and  the  name  of  Mary  Develin  is  given  in  a  list  of  per¬ 
sons  belonging  to  St.  Thomas's  parish  in  Dublin,  who  died  of  cholera  in 
1834.16 

The  earliest  example  of  the  surname  in  the  United  States  that  has 
yet  been  found,  and  the  only  instance  of  the  employment  of  the  prefix  O' 
in  this  country,  is  furnished  by  Roger  O' Develin,  who  settled  in  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  near  Philadelphia,  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  On  the  tax  list  he  is  described  as  a  freeholder  from  1747  to 
1763.  In  1747  his  name  appears  as  O'Devilin,  as  odevalin  in  1749  and 
as  odevilin  in  1750.  Apparently  Roger  admonished  the  county  clerk 
about  the  liberties  he  was  taking  with  a  good  Irish  name,  since  for  1754, 
1756  and  1757,  it  is  spelled  correctly  as  Roger  O'Develin.  In  1758,  how¬ 
ever,  the  clerk  had  a  bad  relapse  when  the  name  appears  as  Odiblin, 
with  only  a  partial  return  to  regularity  in  1763,  the  next  date  of  refer¬ 
ence,  when  the  name  appears  as  Roger  Odevelin.l7  The  descendants  of 
Roger  O'Develin  still  live  in  Chester  County,  with  their  name  corrupted 
as  Dowlin.  They  are  well  acquainted  with  their  ancestry,  however.  By 
a  strange  chance  the  author's  father,  Mr.  John  F.  Develin,  acquired 
property  in  Chester  County  that  had  originally  been  in  the  possession 
of  Roger  O'Develin,  whose  descendants  informed  him  of  the  coincidence, 
which  was  verified  by  a  search  of  the  title  deeds.  The  change  of  the 


n9l8ii)iKl  lo  9itf  sv£il  9W  Bemrs  id  v.^fib  Inoaeiq  edJ 

.esolbn^qq^  azio^wq  fl*  yb^aiU  nllevaa  «  hcu 

.M358  motyT  bdijsisT  nsad  aradipl  isaqqi^  rtDidw  lo  la/tJiaa 

lafij  5rli  b«ll  9W  ,9inanittB^a'i9WfiI  s>fiJ  to  aiioUfixIoUyw  inrt  aili  rtilw 
nfihiQ  zs  Bitt^aiuoob  BB'iiis  al  ^Hxaqqs  njW«Q  lo  alqoaSt  adl  to  lai^ 
’  ’  ndtofU  arti  to  ritoab  o\  benmabnoo  a*w^  nMavaa'O  aUsW  9;nli9vaa'0 

. «fl£.ioo9fififuJI  to  inanaJ  «  aa  aiaaqo^  nileTaO'O  bisnoO  s  nJ  adsiaas 

af  flUavaCt'O  ofifliioD  «  btto  8;8SdI  nl  .duasH  fl;^ooJ  laon  lisfimiA  ixi 
^  quots  c  anJnwoib  to  baauooa  a)  totovaO^O  abliia«I  ®.TWI  Hi  banoltoam 
ni  ftyK>a  to  bna  ina/Muoa  adi  naan  ^laobsino*!  to  alnaiaalonq  to 

aswodw  ,^0  9fW  Jifortliw  .nHavaO  aoMaonoO  toanatoeU  ai  anadT 

a  'dliw  '^lixoal  adl  to  anodaaaat  owl  oaia  hca  ^IjtmTa  a'UawmonO  dliw 
bna  niiar^aa  toanatoaiJ  ,(8801)  boEJanl  «l  'fmhk  aJidooal  arfi  ni  toaral^n 
-  viF,  SX,*o  a<U  Jiioidfw  dtod  iiotafla-abti^  ^llovaa  nual8  aJ 


.HilvaQ  ad  ol  auioo  earf  yiillaqa  Uuiao  aili  ^wbiaa  rilnaetojila  adJ  nl  “JJ 
'  ^  i  to  nilavaa  flildswaa  to  lllw  artf  toiil  aw  hro  ^vaO'O  yflisnolaaooo  no 

doaxnioO  to  aeoriJ  baa  ,OTTr  ni  baJadonq  ♦woiJtoiW  .oO 

batodonq  an  aw  flllavaQ  fiiwoT  *waH  adl  bna  ,fliIaT^ 

bnadoifl  bail  aW  8i.(nalaIU)  d^junnA  to  aaaao/b  adl  ni  871*1  bna  8571  nl 
^HnaQ  nuiitiA  bna  M  ;88V1  to  noJIIadaH  aiU  ni  Jnaqiaiiiaqa  aa  nilaTaC  ^ 
nJJavaa  loilinA  ballao  ai  ,8081  ni  nJa^  bna  8871  ni  ’‘AiQ*'  oaU  aaw  oiiw 
n^t  r,  ,(bd81-Tb8I)  noitotfUV  a'dIiUnO  nl  -aoTtfl  aallM  to  entomaM  adl  fli 
^  adl  ni  -  anabloilbnal  daJnl  ea  aniiaaaa  to  Balqmaxa  lanavaa  ana  anaiU 

,woW3iW  frf  aaaiqa  ano  bna  nwoQ  .oO  ni  owl  r^notoao  leal  pfit  to  albbim 
.batoli  eaw  asal"!  e'nilivaa  ,nil<toa  nl  .ncwO  bna  d^amnA  ^toaailaaW 
anonyT  ai  rilod  aaiiotoriib  daini  laaoan  ni  anilavaC  aaaa  aad  nodioa  ailT 
baman  bfialloo8  ai  ^liisal  adl  to  donand  a  oala  al  anadX^  .oiinlnA  ni  bna, 
-maaftaS  a  Yd  iood  a  a)  anadl  .bnolxO  ,Y‘iandiJ  naialboa  adl  nl  .nilarad 
-naa  adT  jslbni  ni  an^laqinao  aid  to  buioooa  aa  snivij  ,alJavaO  notaai. 

^  .AncYd^nudO  blO  vlaaiJalO  ai  *jaoJedinol  s  f»  enaaqqa  oaia  nil9V9<J  aman’ 
^  fo  letl^  ni  navi)j  ai  niiavaC  Y^&bl  to  aman  adl  boa  ^.^^woliolW  .oD^ 

(0  aiaiodo  to  balb  odw  ^nildaG  ni  liBlnaq  a'eamodT  .18  ol  anomr 


aad  li^l  e^lafS  baHiiU  adl  ni  aoiafliaa  adl  to  alqmaxa  laailiaa  adT 
'O  xllanq  adl  to  inonftoiqaia  adl  to  aonalani  Ylno  adi  bna  Jmuol  naad  toY 
nalaadO  ni  bslllaa  odw  ,niiavaa*0  najjofl  yd  badeinnol  eJ  .Ynimioo  airil  ni 
*  dlnaaldjda  adl  to  sibbim  ^nJ  ,aidql»toUbl*l  ,ainavlYennaq  .yln^O 
ol  7^71  xnonl  nabiodaaH  a  aa  badinoeab  ai  ad  leil  adl  nO  'tY’iuinao 
bna  e^Tf  nl  nilavabo  aa  ^iiiwad^Jf  aa  anaaqqa  aman  aid  7KI  ni  .8871 
dnato  ®di  badainomba  na^oH  YitoaaaqqA  .0571  ni  niiivabo  as 

>571  nol  aonia  .aman  dajnl  boo^g  a  diiw  gniM  eaw  od  aaitiadli  adl  loods 
-wod  ,8571  nl  ,«tiavaG'0  najjoa  as  yiloatnoo  baiiaqa  ai  li  J571  baa  8571 
.nildibO  as  ataaqqa  aman  adl  nadw  aaqsian  bsd  a  had  in  aid  adl  ,naaa 
^  '  V  -nalan  to  9 lab  ixan'^adi  ,8871  ah  ylifalo^n  ol  nnalan  Isilnaq  a  yino  dliw 
io  elnabnsbaab  adT  7r.nilavaba  na^oH  aa  anaaqqa  amsn  adl  nadw  ,9009 
V  -^balqinioo  amsn  niadl  dliw  ,x^uoO  naleadO  ni  sail  llila  nilavaa  O  najoH 
.navawod  ,ynlaaoiia  niadl  dliw  basUaitpoa  Uaw  ana  yadT  .nilwoC  m 
‘  baiiupos  ,nJiafaa‘'.l  ndol  ladial  a'lodtos  adl  aonsdo  aytsnla  s 
'  noieeasaoq  odl  nl  naad  yllani^no  bad  iadl  ylauoD  naleadO  nl  ylnaqomi 
,a3flabioniod  adl  to  mid  baranotoi  alnshnaoeab  aaodw  tnJiavaCl'O  najjoH  to 
adt  to  ogttSiiio  adT  .ebaab  aJlil  adl  lo  doiaaa  a  yd  ballJnav  asw  doidw 


■.t. 
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family  name  from  0*Develln  to  Dowlin  may  have  been  caused  by  that 
tendency  to  eliminate  the  V  sound  in  the  surname  which  is  discussed 
later  in  this  chapter.  There  was  at  one  time  a  small  station  in  Chester 
County,  on  the  Main  Line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  to  the  West,  that 
was  called  Dowlin  after  this  family. 

It  would  appear  that  Develin  is  a  more  common  method  of  spelling 
the  surname  in  the  United  States  than  it  is  now  in  Ireland.  Of  the  six 
members  of  the  family  who  are  mentioned  in  The  Official  Records  of 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  1861-1865,  three  are  Develins.18  Probably 
the  most  distinguished  Develin  in  the  United  States  was  John  E.  Develin, 
a  New  York  lawyer  and  prominent  Catholic  layman  who  flourished  in  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century. 19  Mr.  James  E.  McGuire  says  that  a 
picture  of  the  Develin  mansion,  "one  of  the  many  pretty  estates  once 
facing  the  Hudson",  on  138th  St.,  where  Riverside  Drive  now  runs,  is 
given  in  Washington  Heights,  Manhattan,  Its  Eventful  Past,  by  Reginald 
Pelham  Bolton.  Old  residents  have  told  Mr.  McGuire  that  this  mansion 
belonged  to  "Jimmy  Develin",  possibly  a  relative  of  the  lawyer  men¬ 
tioned  above.  Philadelphia,  however,  and  not  New  York,  is  represented 
at  the  present  day  with  more  Develins  in  its  city  directory  than  are  to 
be  found  in  that  of  any  other  of  the  larger  American  cities,  although  this 
method  of  spelling  the  surname  is  employed  in  widely  scattered  areas. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  Philadelphia  Develins  stem  from  a  common 
ancestor  living  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  but  they  are 
apparently  unrelated  to  other  American  Develins  except  by  such  a  dis¬ 
tant  connection  as  the  surname  attests.  (See  note  27  to  Chapter  III.) 

Another  three-syllable  form  of  the  name,  less  usual  than  Develin, 
Is  Develyn.20  xhe  use  of  Y  in  the  final  svllable  has  precedents  in  early 
anglicized  forms,  such  as  MacGeoghegan  s  reference  to  the  O^Develyns 
in  his  translation  of  The  Annals  of  Clonmacnoise,  made  in  1627;  as  a 
variant  of  the  surname  of  the  last  Chief  of  the  People  of  Devlin  at  the 
period  of  the  Confiscations,  and  also  as  used  among  the  mediaeval 
Develyns  or  Develins  of  Leinster.  Instances  of  the  use  of  Develyn  have 
been  found  in  the  Antrim  section  of  an  Irish  directory  and  in  a  directory 
of  New  York  City.  Develyn  appears,  with  the  forms  Develin  and  Develen, 
on  tombstones  in  Glenealy  Old  Churchyard,  County  Wicklow. 21 

s 

D*Evelyn  is  a  form  of  the  surname  that  Sir  Robert  E.  Matheson 
says  is  peculiar  to  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  in  Ireland. 22 
Instances  of  its  use  also  occur  in  California,  Illinois  and  Massachusetts. 
This  form  appears  to  be  the  result  of  a  fad  that  was  prevalent  during  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  of  giving  a  French  form  to  Irish 
names.  In  his  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  pp.  612,  856  and  857,  John  O^Hart 
gives  as  examples;  Byron  for  Byrne,  Montagu  for  MacTague  and  DuLaing 
for  O^Dowling.  S.  Barlng-Gould,  in  his  Family  Names  and  Their  Story, 
p.  387,  says  that  O^Ducy  has  become  D*Arcy,  O  Malley  has  been  changed 
'  to  DuMaillet  and  O^Melaville  to  Lavelle.  For  examples  of  French  forms 
of  English  surnames  see  Chapter  XDC  of  the  same  book.  Another  possi¬ 
ble  gallicization  of  the  surname  is  DeVelin,  of  which  there  are  five 
entries  in  the  Chicago  City  Directory,  1928-1929. 
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i«iU  b9ain»  «vftd  ffim  nlivoG  ol  moi)  am£a  ^iloul 

b9«iuid^  ai  daidvr  am^JiicraeiU  Ai  bniK>e  V  edj  eiEiiimlJa  oi 
isla^dO  oi'aoii^  tljune  aaxi)  sao  Ic  eisw  9T9dT  eld^  ai  isiol  ^ 

ifidi'.ieaW  9iii  oi  l>jK>ili£H  £in«viYVifl99  sdi  )o  sniJ  oisM  sdJ  no  ,viniioD 

.^iiAijdt  aifli  isllfi  flilwoCt  bHJiib  aiiw  ^ 

'IPS  '"'‘■ 

^1^3  )o  bodi^m  aommoo  9Jom  &  ci  ail»v9(X  Mi  is^qq^  bloow  fl  !n* 

^2  sditiO  ^n«J9Tl  ni  wca  ai  il  oitii  aaiaiS  bailaU  etii  ai  ^mnaiirn  sdi  i 
lo  8bioa9fl»''UiollK)  sriT  ni  b^aofkiw  ots  artw  yXintfil  «iii  lo  aisdcsMa 
yWiicIoi^  S^  aniid^idCI  9TA  »9iiU  ,gdSl-  ra81  ^iUadafl  atU  lo  imW  9dS 
^iisvaO  .3  niiol  asw  aslAiS  bsiiaU  sdi  ni  nilf)>vf»G  badaii/^iiaib  idom'Mil .  ^ 

9di  ai  badaiujoJl  odw  nAfayal  oilodiJBO  iaaniinoiq  bos  ioyvtaI  3iioY  wsK  M  '  * 

&  Udj  aysa  *3  Bdinit[  .‘iM  6I,>^oia90  fHaoBisaiit  aili  to  slbbim 

9ono  29iAl8»  x^iriq  vnAor  adi  •noiaxisiii  aiidv^  siii  to  auiiDiq  i  ^ 

ai  ,8nui  woa  orhxa  »ti8i9vlil  oi9(iw  ,.it  lUSBl  no  ,''aoabuH  9iU  i^nloai  ^  H 
bi^aigaH  ^{d  .iaa^  lutiaava  all  ^n^iladnsM  noiyidafiW  ai  navi) 

noiaoM  aidJ  Jjuii  aiciii DoM  .'M  bloi .  9#«d  rd^Hoh  madlo^ 

-flam  i9^£i  9tti  lo  aviisiai  a  yldi  ^  soq  oi  basnolad  I 

bainaadiqai  aJ  «dioY  Wdifl  ioa  bxuB^^iavawod  ^aidqiab^id^  -ayocU  boooii  i 
oi  9i£  oiuli  x’l^^'tDoiib  ^iio  ali  ni  aalisveO  aioxn  iliiw  yab  Inaaaiq  odi  ii  ' 
aidi  d^uodJlfi  ,S9iiio  osoiiamA  las^al  adi  to  lodio  ynji  lo  iadi  ni  bauot  sd  « 
.BM9i£  baiaiifioa  yiebiv  ni  ba^olqraa  ai  aauuruia  adi  yxiiieQa  lo  bodiam 
aommoo  a  moit  taoia  aniiaveC  fiidqiabalid^  aili  iia  iadi  bdvaiiod  ai  H  r 
aia  ^adi  iud  ,^uia9a  rilnaaianin  adi  to  Had  ieiit  ptii  ai  xntyl!  lotaaoiu 
>aib  a  daua  td  iq»dxa  aniiavaO  iiaoiiacaA  i^Jo  oi  baAaloinu  xiinaiaqcia 
(.IH  laiqadO  oi  TS  bXm  ppZi  .aiaoiia  amaaina  adi  aa  floJioaiinoo  ioai 

.oliavaCl  nadJ  Lwka  aaVl  ,9maa  adl  to  mibl  aidaJUita-aaxill  ladio^A  .  *«•* 

^1*189  ni  eViabaoa'sq  aad  aldalli^  Isnit  adi  ni  Y  to  aau  adT  ^^ja^lvwM  al 
acttlavoQ'O  adi  oi  aonaiatai  a  nc^ad^aOsaM  aa  tioua  ^amiol  basiDli;^  ^4^  . 
a  aa  ;TJbl  ni  abaoi  ^ceionaafliooiO  lo  atannA  adT  to  noiiafaflirii  aid  nl^.*  . 
adi  la  oilaaC  lo  alqoaSt  adi  lo  laid'J  laaJ  arli  to  axnaniua  adi  10  Jnaiiaa 
iavaaibam  9fii  jjpoms  bszu  aa  oala  boa  ,aaoii£oailaoO  adi  lo  boiiaq 
avad  ovIavaG  to  aao  adl  to  aaonaiaol  •laianiaJ  to  anJlavaQ  lo  aa^lovaG 
Y^oSoptib  a  oi  bna  ^loloailb  dalil  oa  to  noiioaa  miiinA  adi  at  bnool  naad 
•nalavaQ  baa  oJiavaQ  aiSTOl  aiU  di/w  (Siaaqqa  n^iavaCl  ix^iO  jHoY.waH  lo 

YinxfoO  .biaYdoiudO  xixanalO  ai  eaaoiadmoi  oo 

no8adi£M  .3  iiadofl  il8  iadi  afcaniiia  adi  lo  aiiot  a  si  nxiavS'G  ^  i 
^^.boalail  oi  ^iiinA  boa  nwoQ  to  aaiiniioo  adiol  lailnoaq  ai  ai^aa 
.2iia£:udDa8aaM  baa  sioiUill  «ainiolUaO  ni  luoao  oaia  aeii  aii  lo  saonalanl  f 
adi  sniiiib  Jnalataiq  aaw  isdi  bat  a  lo  ilnsai  adl  ad  ol  araaqqa  miol  sidT, , 
dai'il  oi  miol'doitaiY  a^hvij  lo  eaitiiinao  dinaala^iin  bna  dinaaidsia  , j 
iiaU[0  ado(  ,T28  bna  9^8  ,SI8  .qq  4  ‘loV  .eaaiaibgq  nertl  aid  aliJ  .aamaa  tf  ^ 
SniaJLiiQ  boa  aa^^aToaM  7ol  tf;^aQM  ,amya  •lol^jioiyE  ;aaiqmaxa  aa  aavly  W  ^ 

*  Jtaoi^  tiadT  boa  wam^  YljmaY  aid  oi  .biaod^^oiiafl  .3  .^iiwoG'O  lOl 
iiaad  aad  yalidii  o";yoxA*Q  aoiooad  ead  ^iKI'O  icdi  ayaa  ,T8t 
adiol  r-inatY  lo  aaiqoiaxa  loY  .aiiavaJ  ol  aUNalaM'O  bna  laliiaMidl  oi  * 
*ia3oq  ladlonA  .dood  aoxaa  adi  lo  XlX^iaiqaiO  aaa  aamanina  dail^aS  Iq  sk^  : 
avit  aia  aiadi  doidv  lo  ^laVaO  di  ommtMU  adi  to  noJJaaiollIa)  oiS) 

.«s«i-8sei  * osaoidD  adi  ni  aaliiiUi. 
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The  earliest  occurrence  of  D*Evelyn  so  far  found  was  discovered 
by  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  in  the  Administrative  Index  of  the  Prerogative 
Office  (1595-1810),  where  there  appears  the  name  of  Francis  D'Evelyii, 
Gent.,  Jervis  St.,  Dublin,  under  the  date  1775.  This  name  is  also  men¬ 
tioned  in  Beetham^s  Genealogical  Abstracts,  Vol.  XVI,  under  the  same 
date. 


In  Alumni  Dubliniensis  -  A  Register  of  Students,  Graduates, 
Professors  and  Provosts  of  Trinity  College  of  the  University  of  Dublin, 

1593-1860.  are  listed  as  graduates  Tames  Christopher  D'Evelvm  B.  A.. 

1846,  M.  A.,  1852;  and  John  William  D^Evelyn,  B.  A.,  1843,  both  born 
in  the  county  of  Armagh.  Under  both  names  is  the  notation  that  it  has 
been  altered  from  Devlin,  The  first  named  also  appears  in  A  Catalogue 
of  Graduates  in  the  University  of  Dublin,  1591-1868.  with  the  alternate 
spellings  of  Devlin  and  D*Evelyn.23 

B.  W.  DeCourcy  also  gives  Develon  and  Devellen  as  forms  of  this 
surname. 24  The  former  is  the  name  of  a  wealthy  Philadelphia  manu¬ 
facturing  family,  and  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has  also  found  it  among 
Dromore  Wills.  Dr.  Devlin  also  reports  the  forms  O^Develhan  in  the 
county  of  Londonderry  for  1761,25  O^Devellin  as  a  landowner  in  Armagh, 
in  1625,26  and  Divellin  and  Divelin,  both  in  the  seventeenth  century.  27 
The  latter  form  was  also  used  as  a  spelling  for  the  Tyrone  sept  in 
1608.28  In  Griffith's  Valuation,  the  form  Divellin  appears  in  Mayo  and 
Develan  in  Longford.  Among  marriage  license  bonds  for  Armagh 
appears  the  form  Develing,29  and  the  spelling  Devilling  is  given  in  the 
records  of  the  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  for  a  family  living  in  North 
Carolina  during  the  eighteenth  century.  Among  the  many  spellings  of 
the  name  of  the  last  chief  of  Munterevlin  appear  those  of  O'Deavelin 
and  O'Develyn.30 

The  natural  tendency  in  Irish  surnames  has  been  towards  an 
elimination  of  syllables,  as  shown  in  the  case  of  Devlin,  but  in  more 
recent  times  there  is  some  indication  of  an  artificial  movement  in  the 
other  direction,  a  return  to  archaic  three-syllable  forms  by  branches 
of  the  family  that  had  been  known  for  several  generations  as  Devlin,  or 
where  two  methods  of  spelling  have  been  prevalent  the  longer  form  has 
been  retained.31  This  tendency  is  especially  noticeable  among  Devlins 

In  the  United  States.  3 2 

Although  the  first  anglicizations  of  the  surname  were  generally  in 
three  syllables.  Dr.  Arthur  J,  Devlin  has  discovered  a  two-syllable 
example  as  early  as  the  sixteenth  century,  in  the  case  of  Richard  Devlin, 
Taylor,  whose  will  was  probated  in  1595.  Unfortunately  his  residence 
is  not  given.33  Although  rare,  two-syllable  forms  also  appear  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  Sir  Toby  Caulfield,  in  his  report  of  1610,  speaks 
of  the  Devlins;34  the  lieutenant  in  Cromwell's  army  appears  both  as 
Develin  and  as  Devlin; 35  and  in  the  Earl  of  Belmore's  History  of  Two 
Ulster  Manors,  p,  316,  mention  is  made  of  Donel  O' Devlin,  in  the  year 
1663.  Such  two-syllable  forms  as  the  last  two,  however,  at  so  early  a 
date,  may  be  modernizations,  or  in  the  last  case  a  translation  from  the 
Irish  in  which  the  standard  modern  form  is  used,  as  in  this  volume 
where  all  Irish  forms  are  given  in  English  as  O'Devlin  for  the  purpose 
of  uniformity. 


bai^vooaib  «iiw  ttfiiio)  ijrI  oa  \o  oonsiiuDDo  ailT 

9(!1  lu  xobi(r*»vt1fii:te>n/flibA  siU  nJ  nflvsfQ  .1  rurifiA  .iQ  ^ 
^vldva'G  ziofuai'x^  to  awffi  erfi  siariJ  ^isitw  ,<0181-2030  90ttK> 

-nam  baU  ai' amxfi  aUVt  .ZVTl  »i£b  9(U  labrui  ^liluQ  ,.t2  aivial  ,Jn90 
amaa  »d)  labnu  ,IVX  JoV  ,ai3JgnedA  U.DiaoUanbO  a^nii;iiJ9»a  cii  benoi) 

.9i£b 


‘  .a^ii^^BHinabtilg  lo  istelyH  A  -  aia^3^Tt^dua  ingmlA  al 
ifiildiiatp^BWiru  g^^lloD  ipifliTf  a j oeasloiq 

,,X  .a  effijis^Wr^rt(|b8iidb  awal  ^s  bor^Tsia 

mod  dJod  ,8^81  ,.A  .8  /lyisva'a  mslIIJW  ndol  txia  ;Sd8I  ^.A  .M  ,dWl 
ajuA  3J  buU  noiUJcm  aiti  el  esm^  dlod  idbnU  .d^amiA  lo  xinijoo  adi  al 
ggyUluO  A  fli  aiAoqiqa  oaU  bsman  laill  adT  .a^iv^G  moil  bsidllfi  naad 
alemalie  adJ  dJlR^d8l-I63r  rjlduOlo  yliaiovinU  WiJ  at  BalexifamOlo 

bas  ailvaCl  H>  eyiilia^ 


aifli  k>  smio)  ea  .loliavaa  Uu  ooi^aG  a9vl;|oaia 
Tuaam  Alriqiabalid^l  e  to  ainfifl  adl  eJ  ^axmox^T  ^S,9taMtva 

saoiofi  ii  bnuol  oais  aad  nilvaG  ,[  ludliA  .iC  hne  ^x^ojsi 
orfi  ol  nsriiaYsG'O  amiol  adJ  anoqai  oale  nilvaO  -iQ  *giIlW  aiomoig 
^d^jM1A  ni  laawobiuil  £  as  oiiisvaQ'O  ^S,I8ri  lol  XT’*^^oj>noJ  to  xtouoo 
^^♦X^ulnad  dlaaainayaB  aiil  ni  dXHf  ^nllsvKI  boa  nillavlG  bna  lO 

^  al  iqae  anoiy^  adliol  soJUsqa  s  aa  baav  ooIk  asw  mioi  lalixi  adT 
box  oxM  nt  B'i^oqqa  niJiavlQ  miol  adl  «AolljBiiXjiV  e'dliUiiO  oI  ^^.8031 
d^fiOfiA  Ml  abnod  aaaaoli  a^/iaaffl  ^omA,  J>io)snoJ  ol  afilavaQ 
adl  a)  fhrt^  ai'^ilSJyaa  yiillaqe  aiU  baa  ^S^yij/^vaCI  aioi  adl  etaaqqa 
fliioil  rij  xilfliel  A  iol  ,yi£idlJ  ynacNraW  9tU  to  abtoosi 

to  asniliaqa  ynoai  aiU  sciocnA  .yialnao  dmaaldsis  sdi  saliab  oniioioO 
i’  %  .  aiJavooGv  to  aaodl  taaqqa  nilvsislxiaM  to  laiilo  leal  aiii  to  amat  eill 

j  »-Vj  OEjnxIsvoa'O  bii« 

^  ^iSn 

;  ,  nfi  €ti£Woi  Aoad  aod  aamonaiiB  deiil  oi  xooaboal  ia^aijui  sdT.  ^ 
9*ioin  Hi  Jud  ,alIvfiQ  to  saoo  adi  oi  awoda  ea  ,8akUiixe  lo  oolifialiaMa 
adl  nl  m-MDa^raiR  iJuailliTa  oh  to  noltooibni  aozae  ei  aisdi  aamil  Inaom 
aadOAfiid  yd  aaiol  oldaUxa^aaidl  olodoia  oJ  aiulai  c  /lolioaiib  ladJo 
'to  tOli'vaQ  aa  aaoitoiaaas  imava^  k>1  avrond  daad  bod  lodl  yiiioal  adl  to 
eod  intol  adJ  maUvtiq  aaad  avail  ^fllllaqe  to  abodlam  owl  aiadw 

eniivaQ  ^caiM  aidaaoDon  yiloloaqea  al  yoadbnai  eidT  ^^.baalolai  naad 
.  -  .  ^  ■  Se,39j£ja  baiinU  adl  oi 

>af  yiiaoaoai  aiow  aisaaiiia  adl  to  eaoilaaioli;iaa  iaiil  adl  dgifOdllA 
»-»  aidallye-owl  a  baiavooaib  aod  oilyaQ  #l  rudtiA  .iG  ^aldollya  aaidJ 

^livaG  bTodolH  lo  aeoxadi  nl  ,xialna3  dlnaalxJe  adt  ea  yiiaa  ea  alqcae^ 
aanabiaai  tld  ylatoiuiJiolnU  «303I  al  baladoiq  om  lilw  aaodw  .lolyaT 
.  fj  '  adl  Al  laaqqa  oala  amiol  aldallye-owj  ,mat  d^xibfUlA  j^^.navlf  ioa  al' 
aisaqa  ,0181  to  Hoqm  ziti  Al  Jld^lioAO  ydoT  liSt  .yiitfinao  dinaobiovaa 
/  ''  ^  aa  dJod  aiaaqqa  ytaxs  a"liawau>i3  al  JnoaaJi/ail  adl  ^^;anllv9Q  adl  lo 

oyyT  to  y^olAlH  e'aioAiIaS  to  lys.3  adl  ai  baa  26;nH^9fl  aa  boa  nilavaO 
^ j  aj''^Xv5<|'0  iaooG  to  abuB  al  noJlnaoi  ,816  .q  .aionaM 
yliAs  oa  U  ,iavawori  /rih  laol  aitl  aa  amiol  aldaiiya-oNil  4^8  (.Edfit 
adl  oloal  nolloiaaOTl  a  aeao"lBaX  aitl  ai  lo  ,anoilaaifn9boni'  ad  yami  ,alab 
aoiulov  aiill  ai  aa  4>aeA  al  miol  nt^boca  bioboi^  adl  daidw  ai  daiil 
aaoqiuq  aiil  lol  olhraG^O  aa  dali^S  ol  aavi^  axs  acaiol  daiiX  Ila  aiadw 

•yiiAiiollaii  to 
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In  the  eighteenth  century  we  find  some  0*DevUns,  but  more  Devlins. 
Francis  0*Devlin,  a  friar,  died  in  Tyrone  in  1735; 36  the  will  of  Daniel 
0*Devlin,  of  County  Londonderry,  was  probated  in  1734;37  and  the  Rev. 
Hugh  o' Devlin  officiated  at  a  wedding  in  1787,  this  being  the  latest  use 
of  the  o'  so  far  discovered. 38 

Of  Devlins  in  the  eighteenth  century  there  are  numerous  examples, 
of  which  only  a  few  instances  selected  at  random  need  be  given,  such  as 
Mark  Devlin,  of  Glencoe,  County  Tyrone; 39  and  Bernard  Devlin,  of 
Kinamuck,  Co.  Londonderry,  both  in  the  middle  of  that  century;40  and 
Thomas  Devlin,  of  Wilkinstown,  Meath,  at  the  end  of  it.41 

t 

There  is  also  the  archaic  two-syllable  form,  Doivlin  or  Doivlen, 
half  Irish  and  half  English,  which  is  given  by  B.  W.  DeCourcy  in  his 
Genealogical  History  of  the  Milesian  Families  of  Ireland.  The  Irish  BH 
feas  been  altered  to  V,  its  English  equivalent,  but  the  OI  has  not  been 
changed  to  E,  as  should  have  been  done  for  a  correct  representation  of 
Its  pronunciation  in  English.  DeCourcy  does  not  say  when  or  where 
these  forms  were  used,  and  they  have  so  far  not  been  encountered  out¬ 
side  the  pages  of  his  book. 

Another  irregular  two-syllable  form  is  Devlan,  which  appears 
among  Marriage  License  Bonds  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  Dublin, 
for  1721-1845;  also  in  The  Philadelphia  City  Directory,  1935-36;  and 
In  the  case  of  a  gunner  in  the  Union  Navy  during  the  American  Civil 
War  (General  Register  of  the  United  States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
(1782-1882).  Devlen  is  a  form  listed  in  The  Philadelphia  City  Directory, 
1935-36;  and  Devlyn  in  The  Cleveland  City  Directory,  1935.  The  form 
Devling  appears  in  The  O' Dwyers  of  Kilmanagh,  by  Sir  Michael 
o'Dwyer. 

Irregularities  in  two-syllable  forms  of  the  surname  in  English 
are  comparatively  rare.  It  is  in  the  three -syllable  forms  that  we  find 
so  great  a  variety;  the  probable  reason  for  this  distinction  being  that  by 
the  time  Devlin  had  been  established  as  the  standard  form,  the  family 
had  become  spelling  conscious  as  the  result  of  the  introduction  of 
dictionaries. 

All  the  forms  hitherto  given  have  been  derived  from  the  pronuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  Irish  BH  like  an  English  V.  There  was,  however,  also  another 
pronunciation  of  BH  in  Irish  which  approximated  that  of  an  English  W. 
There  may,  therefore,  be  a  considerable  number  of  families  at  the 
present  day,  whose  names  have  been  anglicized  in  the  latter  manner, 
that  really  stem  from  the  same  Tyrone  sept  as  the  Devlins.  It  would,  . 
however,  be  difficult,  in  many  cases,  to  trace  their  ancestry,  in  the 
absence  of  individual  family  records. 

An  early  example  of  this  alternate  anglicization  of  the  name  occurs 
on  the  map  of  1603-1606,  in  John  J.  Marshall's  Lough  Neagh  in  Legend 
and  History,  where  the  surname  is  spelled  O'Duelin.  Mr.  Terence 
Rafferty  says:  "In  Genealogiae  Regum  et  Sanctorum  Hiberniae.  p.  vii  of 
the  preface,  a  reference  is  given  to  an  O  Devlin  which  is  interesting  as 
a  clue  to  a  variant  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  name.  The  reference 
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mentions  that  part  of  the  book  copied  by  Toirdhealbach  O  Doailen 
(Turlough  O* Devlin)  for  Captain  Brian  Maguidhir  (Maguire)  in  1718. 

The  spelling  here  would  go  to  show  that  one  pronunciation  of  the  word 
was  Doe-al-en,  a  dactyl." 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has  discovered  other  possible  examples  of 
this  method  of  pronunciation,  in  the  name  of  Donald  O'Deylyn,  in  Eliza¬ 
bethan  Fiants  (2348)  for  the  year  1573;  and  in  a  passage  from  The  Civil 
Survey  of  Ireland  (1654-46),  Vol.  Ill,  p.  264,  under  the  heading  barony 
of  Dungannon,  parish  of  Dissertagh,  where  the  name  of  the  last  Chief 
of  the  People  of  Devlin  appears  as  O  Darlein.  (See  note  4  to  Chapter 
lU.)^ 


This  alternate  pronunciation  may  also  provide  an  explanation  for 
the  corruption  of  the  surname  of  Roger  O^Develin^s  descendants,  in 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Dowlin;  and  for  the  family  of  the 
fifteenth  century  in  Galway,  mentioned  in  Appendix  II,  whose  surname 
Is  given  as  either  Develin  or  Dillon.  It  is  also  possible  that  some 
descendants  of  the  mediaeval  Develins  of  Leinster,  referred  to  in 
Appendix  III,  may  now  be  disguised  under  such  surnames  as  Dillon  or 
Dowlin. 

Sometimes  by  a  careless  transposition  of  the  two  middle  con¬ 
sonants,  the  surname  is  written  O^Delvin  or  O^Delvyne  in  old  documents. 
Delvin  is  the  name  of  a  very  ancient  barony,  now  held  as  a  subsidiary 
title  by  the  Nugents,  Earls  of  Westmeath,  and  should  not  be  confused 
with  the  Milesian  surname  of  Devlin  or  O^Devlin.43 

Variations  such  as  described  for  the  surname  Devlin  are  common 
to  most  Milesian  names,  as  can  be  seen  by  examining  some  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  examples  recorded  in  books  like  O' Hart's  Irish  Pedigrees.  In 
past  centuries  spelling  was  largely  a  matter  of  caprice,  as  witness  the 
many  methods  of  spelling  the  English  surname  Shakespeare;  and  espe¬ 
cially  was  this  the  case  when  an  effort  was  made  to  render  into  English 
an  Irish  surname,  which  was  ordinarily  undecipherable  in  Irish  char¬ 
acters  for  an  English  landlord  or  for  his  agent.44  The  latter,  who  were 
often  ignorant  of  Irish,  entered  the  names  of  tenants  or  laborers  on 
their  rolls  as  they  happened  to  strike  the  ear,  thus  producing  many  vari¬ 
ations  for  one  Irish  surname.  Even  in  the  original  Irish,  as  we  have 
seen,  there  was  no  uniformity  of  either  spelling  or  pronunciation.45 


NOTES  TO  APPENDIX  V 


.  1)  Since  the  sound  of  MH  in  Irish  is  equivalent  to  that  of  BH,  the 
name  could  be  spelled  Doimhilen,  instead  of  Doibhilen.  In  Irish  MH  is 
also  represented  by  M  with  a  dot  superimposed,  but  this  dot  was  some¬ 
times  carelessly  omitted.  The  only  example  of  this  method  of  spelling 
occurs  in  Scots  Mercenary  Forces  In  Ireland,  p.  47,  by  Gerard  A.  Hayes 
McCoy,  where  the  surname  appears  as  O  Doimleain  (See  note  65  to 
Chapter  II). 
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2)  An  external  influence  may  have  had  something  to  do  with 
standardizing  the  surname  as  Devlin.  Dubhlinn  or  Duibhlinn  is  not  only 
the  Irish  form  of  Dublin,  but  is  also  a  fairly  common  place-name  in 
Ireland.  In  The  Origin  and  History  of  Irish  Names  of  Places,  p.  363, 

P.  W.  Joyce  says:  "Duibhlinn  is  sounded  Duvlin  or  Divlin,  and  it  was 
undoubtedly  so  pronounced  down  to  a  comparatively  recent  period  by 
speakers  of  both  English  and  Irish,  for  in  old  English  writings,  as  well 
as  on  Danish  coins,  we  find  the  name  written  Divlin,  Dyflin,  Dulin,  etc., 
and  even  yet  the  Welsh  call  it  Dulin.  The  present  name  has  been 
formed  by  the  restoration  of  the  aspirated  B.  There  are  several  places 
throughout  Ireland  called  Duibhlinn,  but  the  aspiration  of  the  B  is, 
observed  in  all,  and  consequently  not  one  of  them  has  taken  the  angli¬ 
cized  form  Dublin.  Devlin  is  the  name  of  eight  townlands  in  Donegal, 
Mayo,  Monaghan..."  (See  also  Edmund  Hogan,  Onomasticon  Goedelicum, 
p.  372.) 

It  is  of  course  evident  that  the  name  Devlin  is  not  derived  from 
these  townlands,  since  it  was  preceded  by  an  in  Ulster  at  the  time 
when  surnames  were  formed,  which  indicates  descent  from  a  person. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  a  contributing  cause  to  the  almost  universal 
adoption  of  a  two-syllable  form  of  the  surname  may  be  found  in  the 
existence  of  Devlin  as  a  place-name.  The  elimination  of  the  O*  and  the 
middle  E  may  have  been  caused,  at  least  in  some  instances,  by  an  imita¬ 
tion  of  these  place-names,  which  were  so  similar  to  the  surname  in 
appearance  and  pronunciation.  Another  reason  for  dropping  the  was 
because  it  so  clearly  identified  its  bearer  with  the  Milesian  race,  which 
was  in  a  generally  depressed  condition.  Perhaps  no  other  explanation 
for  the  shortening  of  the  surname  is  needed  than  the  natural  tendency  of 
the  Irish  language,  which  has  already  been  referred  to,  but  some  men¬ 
tion  of  the  Devlin  townlands  seemed  advisable,  in  any  case,  on  account 
of  a  possible  faise  assumption  that  the  surname  was  derived  from  them. 

3)  John  0*Hart,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  217. 

4)  The  Rev.  Patrick  Wouife,  in  his  Irish  Names  and  Surnames, 
gives  the  modern  Irish  for  Devlin  as  O  Djjbhailean,  but  other  modern 
forms  of  the  surname  are  given  by  Dr.  O  Ceallaigh  and  by  Mr.  Rafferty 
in  the  first  part  of  this  appendix  as  being  actually  in  use  by  Irish 
speakers  in  the  home  territory  of  the  family  (i.e.  O  Doibhlein,  and 

O  Dhoibhlen).  Of  the  forms  found  in  the  annals  and  genealogies.  Dr. 

Eoin  MacNeill  says  that  O  Doibhilen  comes  nearest  to  the  English 
pronunciation. 

5)  Apparently  this  was  the  case  in  the  author's  branch  of  the 
family.  Since  the  days  of  his  great-grandfather  the  surname  has  been 
spelled  Develin,  but  his  grandfather  said  that  in  Ireland  he  understood 
that  they  had  spelled  it  both  Develin  and  Devlin. 

6)  The  name  of  the  last  Chief  appears  as  O' Develin  in  The 
Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  and  also  in  The  Patent  Roll  of  Tame^i 
(192  Pat. 8)  and  in  Lodge's  Ms.  Records  of  Rolls  (James  I,  2,  42). 

7)  From  Historical  Notes  of  Old  Belfast  and  Its  Vicinity  (p.  30 
and  note  256)  by  R.  M.  Young.  From  original  record  of  The  Ulster  RoL’ 
of  Gaol  Delivery,  1613-1618:  "Neale  O'Develin,  of  Killoghter,  yeoman, 
on  the  20th  of  Novr.,  1614,  at  Killelagh  stole  fifteen  swine  worth  2s. 
each,  the  property  of  Teige  O'Hagane,  gentleman.  Guilty  to  be  execute^. 
This  may  be  the  yeoman  of  this  name  who  appears  in  the  pardon  given  i- 
o'Hagan  by  the  English  in  1602.  See  note  9  to  Chapter  III. 
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noiisoaiQxa  ladio  on  aqsdia^  jioiiibnoo  baaaaiqab  yllsianaj  a  oi  asw  ^^9 
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jog.  191810  ^  to  biQoai  isniiBfio  .yiitnY  u  ^"yri  (aes  aiooba^s:^  ^ 

.maoay  ,aaJdjolIi3I  to  nilavaG'O  alsaM*’  :8iai-£iax  .nayilaG  loa0jN>^ 
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8)  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of  Ulster, 
p.  561. 

9)  In  The  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  it  is  stated  that  on 
May  8,  1647,  the  Privy  Council,  consisting  of  Lords  Dacre,  Manchester, 
Lincoln,  and  three  others,  ordered  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  to  Cormac 
O^Develin,  which  sum  he  had  advanced  to  Major  Ashley  and  Lt.  Col. 
Huetson.  No  explanation  is  given  as  to  the  reasons  for  the  loan.  The 
lender  may  have  been  the  same  Cormac  "Delvin''  who  owned  land  subse¬ 
quently  in  the  name  of  Cornelius  Develin,  who  is  mentioned  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  Cromwell^s  army  and  was  later  attainted  by  the  Parliament  of 
James  II.  Cormac  O^Develin,  if  he  is  the  same  as  the  Cormac  Delvin 
referred  to,  may  therefore  have  been  the  father  of  Cornelius  Develin. 

In  1647  the  Royalists  and  Parliamentarians  were  fighting  in  Ireland.  In 
the  previous  year  Owen  Roe  O* Neill  had  defeated  the  Parliamentarians 

at  Benburb,  on  the  Blackwater,  about  twenty  miles  south  of  the  O* Devlins* 
former  territory.  See  notes  11  and  43  to  this  appendix. 

10)  Mary  Hickson,  Ireland  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  Deposition 
No.  77. 

11)  This  is  the  Cornelius  Develin  or  Devlin,  alternate  spellings  in 
two  sources,  who  owned  land  in  Mayne  and  was  attainted  as  a  follower 
of  Cromwell  by  the  Parliament  of  James  II  in  1689.  History  of  Kilsaran, 
etc.,  by  Rev.  James  B.  Leslie,  pp.  41,  44,  45,  48;  and  The  State  of  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland  Under  the  Late  King  James* s  Government,  p.  5  of 
appendix.  In  Lodge*s  Ms.  Records  of  the  Rolls,  Vol.  I,  Charles  II,  the 

same  man  appears  as  Cornelius  Divelinn  on  p.  27  and  as  Divelin  on 
p.  259.  See  note  14  to  Chapter  III,  and  note  43  to  this  appendix  for 
further  information  about  Cornelius  Develin. 

12)  A  Jacobite  Narrative  of  the  War  in  Ireland,  1688-1691;  edited 
by  John  T.  Gilbert. 

13)  The  will  of  Laughlin  Develin  appears  in  Index,  Administrative 
Bonds,  Diocesan  Wills,  Dublin  and  Kildare;  and  the  other  two  in  the 
section  for  the  diocese  of  Armagh. 

14)  From  records  in  the  author* s  family. 

15)  Journal  of  the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Memorials 
of  the  Dead  in  Ireland,  Vol.  VIII  (1910-1912).  The  oldest  date  on  tombs 
of  the  family  in  this  churchyard  is  1726. 

16)  Same  source  as  above,  Vol.  XII.  Dr.  A.  J.  Devlin  says  that 
there  were  226  cases  of  cholera  in  that  year  for  this  parish. 

17)  From  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  Tax  List  N-R  1747-1763. 
(Collections  of  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.)  As  a  Christian 
name  Roger  has  apparently  not  been  unusual  among  the  Devlins.  Four 

of  them  named  Roger  appear  in  the  Index  to  Administrative  Bonds  in  the 
Public  Record  Office,  Dublin. 

Immediately  following  the  record  of  Roger  0*Develin  appear 
other  Milesian  surnames...  O  Donaly,  O  Dannely,  O  Daniely,  O  Donel, 

O  Donnold,  O  DonnOly,  O  Daniel,  O  Donnald,  O  Donald,  etc.  These 
appear  to  be  corruptions  of  the  two  Ulster  surnames  O* Donnelly  and 
O'Donnell,  and  indicate  the  presence  of  a  group  of  Ulster  Irishmen  who 
settled  in  Chester  County  before  the  American  Revolution. 

18)  Series  II,  Vol.  VHI,  pp.  549-552,  etc. 

19)  See  note  28  tp  Chapter  III  for  further  particulars  about  this 
lawyer. 
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20)  In  his  Varieties  and  Synonymes  of  Surnames  and  Christian 
Names  in  Ireland.  Sir  Robert  E.  Matheson  gives  three  forms  of  the  sur¬ 
name:  Devlin,  Develin  and  D^Evelyn.  The  Rev.  Patrick  Woolfe,  in  Irish 
Names  and  Surnames,  lists  the  forms  O  Deubllnge,  O  Devline,  O  Devlin, 
Develin,  Devlin  and  D^Evelyn.  B.  W.  DeCourcy,  in  A  Genealogical 
History  of  the  Milesian  Families  of  Ireland,  includes  the  forms  Devlin, 
Develin,  Develon  and  Devellen.  Patrick  Kelly,  in  Irish  Family  Names, 
lists  only  Devlin  and  Develin. 

21)  In  source  cited  in  note  15.  See  note  26  for  source  of  O'Develyn 
as  form  of  last  chief' s  surname. 

22)  In  source  cited  in  note  20. 

23)  There  may  have  been  at  one  time  a  surname  D'Evelyn  in 
England,  and  Devlins  who  changed  their  surname  to  D' Evelyn  may  very 
well  have  believed  that  they  were  simply  returning  to  the  original  form 
of  their  name.  When  we  consider  the  extraordinary  variety  of  opinions 
among  experts  as  to  the  origin  of  the  surname,  as  shown  in  note  72  to 
Chapter  I,  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  amateurs  should  have  been  misled 
In  this  manner.  According  to  The  Dictionary  of  National  Biography, 

Vol.  XVni,  the  English  family  Evelyn,  of  which  the  noted  diarist  was  a 
member,  claim  to  derive  their  name  from  Evelyn  in  Normandy.  If  this 
Is  in  fact  the  correct  derivation,  apparently  the  original  form  of  this 
surname  would  have  been  D' Evelyn. 

Speaking  of  the  galliclzation  of  Irish  names,  in  Old  Irish  Links 
with  France.  Richard  Hayes  says  that  in  France  Walsh  has  been  changed 
to  Ouailch  or  Wealh;  Dillon  to  D'lllon,  Hickey  to  Hirqui;  Kirwan  to 
Quirouan;  Donovan  to  Gunevant;  Shee  to  Chaix;  O'Dwyer  to  Andoyer; 

Ryan  to  Rion;  O'Brien  to  Aubrion,  etc. 

24)  See  note  20  to  this  appendix. 

25)  O'Develhan  also  appears  in  Dromore  Wills,  in  Index  to  Irish 
Wills,  by  W.  P.  W.  Phillimore. 

O'Develhan  may  possibly  be  derived  from  a  sept  of  the 
Descendants  of  Binnech  (Cenel  mBinnig),  a  division  of  the  Clan  Owen^ 
already  mentioned  as  located  in  that  portion  of  the  ancient  Tyrone  (Tir 
Eoghain)  now  included  in  the  county  of  Londonderry.^  Dr.  Seamus  6 
Ceallaigh  says  that  one  of  their  septs,  O  Doibhleachain  (pronounced 
approximately  O  Divlahan),  may  have  anglicized  their  surname  as 
o'Devlin  and  have  thus  accounted  for  some  of  the  Devlins  living  north 
of  the  Ballinderry  River.  If  such  is  the  case,  this  sept  and  the  O'Devlins 
of  Munterevlin  have  become  so  assimilated  by  proximity  and  subsequent 
intermarriage  as  to  be  now  indistinguishable.  Although  such  a  possible 
intrusion  of  alien  blood  in  a  Milesian  family  must  always  be  reckoned 
with,  the  concentration  of  Londonderry  Devlins  in  those  southern  parishes 
which  straddle  the  Ballinderry  could  reasonably  be  accounted  for  either 
by  an  actual  extension  of  the  clan  territory  of  Munterevlin  to  the  north 
of  that  river,  or  by  a  natural  overflow  of  Devlins  from  their  former 
property  on  its  southern  bank.  In  fact  the  whole  county  of  Londonderry 
apparently  contains  no  more  Devlins  than  could  be  expected  as  the  result 
of  mere  dispersion,  since  Griffith's  Valuation  indicates  that  there  were 
about  as  many  Devlins  during  the  nineteenth  century  in  the  county  of 
Armagh,  to  the  southeast  of  Munterevlin,  and  likewise  in  the  counties  of 
Antrim  and  Down,  on  the  other  side  of  Lough  Neagh,  as  there  were  at 
that  time  in  Londonderry. 
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boonuoootq)  r ja;^j£».:ddioOi  O  ,2iqoa  iltdJ  lo  ano  iadi  d;iflnil^3 
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It  so  happens  that  we  have  O^Donovan's  opinion  on  this  subject, 
as  given  in  an  Ordnance  Survey  Letter  previously  quoted,  in  which  he 
not  only  states  that  the  Devlins  living  in  southern  Londonderry  during 
his  time  were  descended  from  the  O  Devlins  of  Munterevlin,  but  cites 
them  as  a  specific  example  of  the  general  rule  that  only  the  richer  land¬ 
owning  septs  ordinarily  survived  those  massacres  and  famines  of  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  that  led  to  the  extinction  of  so  many 
Milesian  families.  Since  Donovan's  rule  appears  to  conform  to  the 
facts  as  we  know  them,  the  chances  for  survival  during  the  bloody  years 
of  the  persecutions  would  seem  to  have  been  better  for  the  former 
owners  of  Munterevlin  than  for  an  obscure  sept  of  a  Clan  Owen  branch 
like  the  Descendants  of  Binnech  that  had  already  declined  greatly  in 
power  and  wealth  before  the  days  of  the  Confiscations.  (For  discussion 
of  O'Donovan's  statement  as  to  the  Londonderry  Devlins  see  Chapter  III, 
and  for  their  distribution  in  that  county  refer  to  Appendix  Vn.  In  his 
Irish  Names  and  Surnames,  the  Rev.  Patrick  Woulfe  gives  some  anglici- 
zations  on  pp.  515-516  for  this  Londonderry  sept,  but  none  that  would 
suggest  an  alteration  to  produce  Devlin.  The  form  O'Develhan  in 
Londonderry,  however,  does  lend  weight  to  Dr.  O  Ceallaigh's  suggestion, 
and  a  transposition  from  O'Develhan  to  O'Devlin  and  finally  Devlin 
might  occur.) 

26)  In  the  Inquisitionum  in  Ofiiciis  Cancellariae  Hiberniae 
Reportorum,  Vol.  II,  Donald  O  Devellin  appears  as  the  owner  of  one 
ballybo  in  Derryiand,  County  Armagh,  in  1625.  The  form  Divellin  also 
appears  in  the  Philadelphia  Telephone  Directory  of  1944. 

27)  See  note  11  to  this  appendix. 

28)  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plantation  of  Ulster, 

p.  161. 

29)  Marriage  License  Bonds  (1721-1845),  Public  Record  Office, 
Dublin. 

30)  In  The  Ulster  Plantation  Papers,  1608-1613,  his  name  appears 
as  O'Deavelin,  and  in  the  Inquisitionum,  mentioned  in  note  26  above,  as 
O'Develyn. 

31)  Some  Irish  scholars  apparently  consider  Develin  as  the  logical 
anglicization  of  the  Irish  name.  In  B.  MacCarthy's  notes  to  The  Annals 
of  Ulster.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  582,  the  English  form  of  the  territory  of  the 

O* Devlins  appears  as  Muintir-Evelln  and  the  surname  as  O'Develin.  In 
an  appendix  to  his  edition  of  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  Vol.  VI, 
p.  2427,  John  O'Donovan  gives  Develin  as  the  anglicized  form  of  Doibhilen, 
the  sept's  eponymous  ancestor.  In  The  Fate  and  Fortunes  of  Hugh 
O'Neill,  etc.,  (p.  283)  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Meehan  also  speaks  of  the  O'Develins. 

32)  Outside  of  Ireland  there  is  an  English  place-name,  and  also  a 
French  surname,  the  former  identical  with,  and  the  latter  similar  to,  the 
Irish  surname  Develin.  One  of  the  towers  in  The  Tower  of  London  is 
known  as  the  Develin  Tower,  concerning  which  a  Beefeater  stationed 
there  Informed  the  author  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  so  called  as  "being 
such  a  devil  of  a  place  in  which  to  be  imprisoned".  In  contradiction  to 
this  amateur  etymologist,  it  appears  from  Arthur  Poyser's  The  Tower 
of  London,  p.  135,  that  the  Develin  Tower,  so  called  as  early  as  the 
sixteenth  century,  probably  owes  Us  name  to  a  corruption  of  Robert  the 
Devil's  Tower. 

At  Tours,  in  France,  the  author  has  seen  the  surname  Devllaine, 
which  is  obviously  "de"  (from)  and  Vilaine,  a  Breton  place-name  that 
appears  in  the  Department  of  Ule  et  Vilaine. 
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33)  In  Administrative  Index  of  the  Prerogative  Office  (1595-1810). 
Wills  were  included  in  this  index  when  the  decedent  left  property 
exceeding  the  value  of  five  pounds  in  more  than  one  diocese,  and  the 
will  had  to  be  lodged  in  the  court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh.  The 
name  is  unique  for  that  period  in  having  neither  an  nor  a  middle 
vowel. 

34)  See  Caulfield* s  report  at  the  end  of  Chapter  H. 

35)  See  note  11  to  this  appendix. 

36)  James  Ware,  The  Writers  of  Ireland. 

37)  Indexes  to  Irish  Wills,  by  W.  P.  W.  Phillimore. 

38)  John  O  Hart,  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  I,  p.  217. 

39)  Same  source  as  preceding,  Vol.  I,  p.  190. 

40)  Same  reference  as  in  note  37  above. 

41)  Index  to  The  Prerogative  Wills  of  Ireland,  1536-1810. 

42)  The  name  of  the  last  Chief  appears  in  his  pardon,  dated  1601, 
as  O  Deublinge.  The  B  in  this  form  may  stand  for  the  Irish  B  with  a 
superimposed  dot,  and  in  that  case  would  have  been  pronounced  like  an 
English  V. 

In  the  Directory  of  1835,  for  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  Devlins,  there  appears  the  name  John  Deverlin,  possibly  a 
form  of  Develin,  if  not  a  typographical  error. 

43)  For  the  title  of  Baron  Delvin  see  Burke* s  Peerage  under  Earls 
of  Westmeath.  Occasionally  the  middle  syllables  are  interchanged  in 
reverse  fashion,  as  when  The  Catholic  Encyclopaedia  refers  to  one  of 

the  Nugents  as  Lord  Devlin.  The  same  mistake  occurs  in  B.  MacCarthy*s 
notes  to  The  Annals  of  Ulster,  Vol.  IV,  p.  70,  where  the  Delvinians  are 
referred  to  as  the  Devlinians,  in  this  case  doubtless  a  typographical 
error. 

In  The  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Ireland,  under  1610,  the 
0*Devlin  country  is  given  as  Munterdelvin.  In  1664  Cormac  Delvin  had 
the  same  property  which  in  1666-67  was  in  the  possession  of  Cornelius 
Develin.  See  notes  9  and  11  to  this  appendix. 

44)  In  A  Short  Study  of  a  Transplanted  Family  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  E.  MacLysaght  says:  ’’Prior  to  the  eighteenth  century  people 
were  notoriously  indifferent  to  the  spelling  of  English. ..even  of  their 
own  names."  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  says  that  this  author  notes  thirty - 
eight  variations  in  spelling  the  surname  MacLysaght,  many  of  these 
obviously  owing  to  the  unfamiliarity  of  law  clerks  and  copyists  with 
Irish  names,  for  the  name  even  appears  in  three  distinct  forms  in  the 
same  document. 

45)  John  0*Donovan  says  that  certain  Christian  names  tend  to  recur 
generation  after  generation  in  Irish  families.  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  finds 
that  favourite  names  among  the  Devlins  have  been:  Brian,  Hugh,  Francis 
John,  Mark,  Arthur,  Christopher,  Joseph  and  Terence.  A  similar  per¬ 
sistence  of  certain  Christian  names  among  the  0*Byrnes  is  described  in 
an  article,  "The  Clan  0*Byrne",  in  The  Wicklow  People,  Mar.  16,  1940. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  also  notes  a  hereditary  tendency  towards 
shortness  of  stature  among  the  Devlins  of  whom  he  has  knowledge.  The 
author  has  also  noted  such  a  tendency,  but  information  is  not  available 
that  would  warrant  any  generalization  concerning  the  average  size  of 
several  thousand  Devlins  scattered  throughout  the  world. 
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APPENDIX  VI 
MUNTEREVLIN 


(The  author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  L.  Glasgow  for  the  list  of  town- 
lands  in  the  electoral  division  of  Munterevlin  before  the  redistricting  in 
1923;  to  Dr.  Seamus  o"  Ceallaigh  for  the  townlands  in  Revelin  Yetra  and 
Revelin  Outra,  as  shown  on  the  map  of  1610;  and  to  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin 
for  Devlin  landholders  as  given  in  Griffith's  Valuation.  The  figures  for 
acreage  are  in  round  numbers  and  do  not  include  additional  rods  and 
perches.  For  further  information  about  the  townlands  in  the  clan  terri¬ 
tory  of  Munterevlin  see  George  Hill,  An  Historical  Account  of  the 
Plantation  of  Ulster,  Chapter  VI.) 


TOWNLANDS  IN  THE  ELECTORAL  DIVISION  OF  MUNTEREVUN 
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Annaghmore 

Ardean 
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Drumenny  ? 

Conyngham  ’ 
Farsnagh 
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Kilmascally 

Klnrush 
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Mullanahoe  (or  Mullinahoe) 

Sessia 

The  Gort 
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II 

II 
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Arboe 


Ballinderry 

Arboe 

II 

Ballinderry 
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II 

Ballinderry 
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TOWNLANDS  IN  REVEUN  YETRA 


* 

Devlin 

Parish 

Landholders 

Acres 

(I860) 

Aghacolumb 

Arboe 

2 
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Ballyclog 
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Ballymagulre 
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TOWNLANDS  IN  REVELIN 

OUTRA 
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Devlin 

Parish  Landholders  Acres 

(1860) 


Gortatray  Bog 
Gortnaglogh 
Gortnagwyg 
.  Klllycolpy 
Kllcoony 
Killy  murphy 
Letterclery 
Linnyglass 
Lisneight 
Mullantaln 
Oghill 
Outlands  of 
Galvally 
Rouskyro 
Tamnylennan 
Urbalreagh 
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'  APPENDIX  Vn 

DEVLIN  LANDHOLDERS  IN  IRELAND  1847-1864 


(Dr.  Arthur  J.  Devlin  has  compiled  the  following  statistics  from 
The  General  Valuation  of  Ireland  (1847-1864),  by  Sir  Richard  Griffith, 
Bart.  The  figures  refer  to  the  parishes  of  Tyrone,  Londonderry  and 
Donegal.  For  other  counties  the  totals  only  are  given.  Both  freeholders 
and  leaseholders  are  included.  Other  forms  of  the  surname  than  Devlin 
are  specified.) 


COUNTY  OF  TYRONE  (392  Devlins) 


Arboe  144 

Donaghhedy 

3 

Ardstraw 

6 

Donaghhenry 

8 

Artrea 

4 

Donaghmore 

25 

Ballinderry 

4 

Drumragh 

3 

Ballyclog 

13 

Kildress 

20 

Camus 

2 

Killeeshil 

3 

Cappagh 

12 

Killyman 

4 

Clagherny 

2 

Lissan 

3 

Clonfeacle 

4 

Lower  Bodoney 

44 

Clonoe 

32 

Tamlaght 

4 

Derryloran 

15 

Termonmaguirk 

11 

Desertcreat 

2 

Tullyniskan 

14 

Donacavey 

2 

Upper  Bodoney 

8 

COUNTY  OF 

ARMAGH  (98  Devlins  and  1  Develin) 

COUNTY 

OF 

LONDONDERRY  (98  Devlins) 

Aghadowey 

1 

Desertlyn 

11 

Artrea 

17 

Desert  martin 

7 

Ballinderry 

4 

Drumachose 

5 

Ballynascreen 

9 

Lilcrona^han 

1 

Ballyscullion 

5 

Lissan 

6 

Balteagh 

4 

Maghera 

8 

Banagher 

1 

Magherafelt 

12 

Coleraine 

2 

Tamlaght 

3 

Derryloran 

2 

COUNTY 

OF  DONEGAL  (79  Devlins) 
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Temple  more 
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COUNTY  OF  DOWN  (60  Devlins  and  2  Devellns) 
COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM  (59  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  MONAGHAN  (17  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  CAVAN  (8  Devlins  and  1  Develin) 
COUNTY  OF  FERMANAGH  (4  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  LOUTH  (13  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  MEATH  (12  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  DUBLIN  (8  Devlins) 

CITY  OF  DUBLIN  (6  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  WICKLOW  (8  Devlins  and  1  Develin) 
COUNTY  OF  WEXFORD  (4  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  KINGS  (now  Offaly)  (2  Devlins) 
COUNTY  OF  LONGFORD  (1  Devlin  and  7  Develans) 
COUNTY  OF  WESTMEATH  (1  Develin) 

COUNTY  OF  CARLOW  (1  Devlin) 

COUNTY  OF  KILKENNY  (1  Devlin) 

COUNTY  OF  QUEENS  (now  Leix)  (No  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  KILDARE 

COUNTY  OF  LEITRIM  (2  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  MAYO  (2  Devlins  and  2  Divellins) 
COUNTY  OF  GALWAY  (1  Devlin) 

COUNTY  OF  ROSCOMMON  (No  Devlins) 

COUNTY  OF  SLIGO  " 

COUNTY  OF  CLARE  " 

COUNTY  OF  LIMERICK 
COUNTY  OF  TIPPERARY  " 

COUNTY  OF  KERRY  " 

COUNTY  OF  CORK  " 

COUNTY  OF  WATERFORD  " 
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Ere  (mother  of  Murkertac  mac  Erca)  * . 19,21,96,97 

Etymology  of  Devlin  . 31,99-101 


Fairies . . . 

Fergal  (8th  cent.)  . 

Fermanagh,  O^Devlins  in  .  . 

Fiacha  (4th  cent.)  . 

Fitzgeralds  . 

Flemish  surnames  in  Ireland 
Fosterage  among  O* Devlins 

Fox,  The . 

Funeral  customs  of  Devlins 


.  20,64 

.  7,27,52,98 

.  56-58,81 

.  7,13-16 

.  1,49,51,54,95,115 

.  127 

36,50-55,61,110,111 

. .  56,112 

.  76,117 


Gallowglasses  .  38,46,49,62,66 

Genealogies .  2,3,5,7,9,10,12,20,74,75,94,95,98,127-131 


Heberians  . .  , 

Heremonians  . 

Heremonians  of  Leinster  .  . 

High-kingship . 

Horsemen  (O"  Devlins)  .  .  .  , 

Inauguration  of  The  O'Neill  , 
Interpolations  in  genealogies 

Irians  . 

Ithians  . 


.  7,11,27 

.  7,11 

.  11,16,27,52 

.  15,17,19,21,23,26,60 

.  39,58,67,90 

.  58-60,113 

.  12,34,95 

7,10,11,15,16,18,27,40,66,71 
.  .  . .  7,10,11 
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Lament  for  Neill  . 24,35 

Land  tenure  (Irish)  .  9,68,75 

Londonderry,  Devlins  in .  42-44,80,154,155 

Lough  Neagh  .  47,81 

MacAlpin,  Kenneth  (9th  cent.)  .  60,114 

MacCabes  . 66,95 

MacCaffreys  .  51 

MacCarthys . 112 

MacCawells .  4,7,38,39,69,124 

MacDermott,  The  (Prince  of  Coolavin)  . .  .  .  .  56,112 

MacDermott  Roe,  The  .  56 

MacDonaghs .  117 

MacDonald,  The  (Scottish  chief) .  95 

MacDonnell,  The  (Scottish  chief)  .  95 

MacDonnells  (Irish) . 55,60,62,65,66,69,95,111 

MacDowells . 95 

MacGillicuddy  of  the  Reeks,  The  . ° .  56,112 

MacGoverns  . .  7,56-58,113,114,124 

MacGregor,  The  (Scottish  chief) .  95,113 

Macjordans  .  95 

Mackinnon,  The  (Scottish  chief) . .  95 

MacLachlans  (Scottish  clan)  . .  34,101 

MacLoughlins  .  4,7,23,26,29,31-36,49,59,74,101 

MacMahons  . 7,16,66,124 

MacManuses  . 51,52 

MacMurrays  .  66 

MacMurroughs . 38,39,124 

MacNamees .  24,35,60 

MacNeill,  The  (Scottish  chief) .  95 

MacRorys  . .  .  95 

MacSheehys .  95 

MacSweeneys .  95,124 

MacWards .  60 

MacWilliamses .  95 

Magennises  .  66 

Maguiggans  .  41,45,46,109,110 

Maguires  . 7,14,16,50-52,56-58,61,73,74,111,113,114,116 

Map  of  Munterevlin .  40-45,104,108 

Men  of  Drumleene .  4,7,22,29,30,32,33,37,99 

Milesian,  use  of  term  .  7,10,11,18,92 

Milesian  surnames,  origin  of  .  131 

Mulnter,  meaning  and  use  of  term  .  45,108 

Mulhollands . 115 

Munterevlin  .  .  7-9,12,25,29-31,36,39-48,52,53,58,63,66,68,71-73,75,76 

78-81,104-108,111,116,118,119,157-159 
Murkertac  mac  Erca  (6th  cent.)  .........  7,17,19,20-24,28,60,96,97 

Murphys  .  119 
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Nepotism  among  Irish  clans  . 

Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages  (5th  cent.) 
Niall  of  the  Showers  (8th  cent.)  .  .  .  . 

Nicknames,  Irish  . 

Norman  surnames  in  Ireland . 

Norse  names  among  Irish  . 

Norse  surnames  in  Ireland . 

Numbers  and  distribution  of  Devlins  . 


.  23,25,29,30,98 

7,8,14,17,18,20,21,27,61,65,92,97 

.  7,29,50,65 

.  22,32,33,78,110,118,120 

.  95,127 

.  35,101 

.  127 

.  .  79-82,84,103,117,119,120,122 

123,160,161 


O’Brien,*  The  .  95,112,124 

O’Briens .  25,27,34,37,95,119 

o'Byrnes .  62,63,119 

O'Cahans .  4,7,52-55,60,64,66,76,85,111,124 

O'Callaghan,  The  . .  56,112 

O'Cassidys  .  51,52 

O'Clerys .  12,28,30,31,50,77,98-100 

O'Connelans .  67,116 

O'Connors .  7,12,31,32,34,50,51,84,96 

o' Conor  Don,  The .  56,112 

O'Corrs  .  42,65,66,69,107 

O'Dalys  .  35 

O'Dempseys .  124 

O'Develins  .  69-72,75,82,85,86,107,116,123,147 

O'Devinses  .  7 

o'Devlin,  The  (Chief  of  his  name)  8,14,23,32,35-37,39-41,44-46,48,51 

54-56,60,63,64,69-72,75,80,85,107,109,110,117,123 

O'Devlins  .  2,3,12,33-35,48,50,61,67,87,124 

O'Dohertys  . 7,82,124 

O'Donnells  .  1,7,14,27,36,48,50,56,61-64,74,86,111-114 

O'Donnellys  4,7,22,29,30,32,33,36,37,39,41,48,60,61,64-67,69,101,103 

111,114,117,119 

O'Donoghue  of  the  Glens,  The  . 56,112 

O'Donovan  of  Clan  Cathal,  The  . 56,112 

O'Dowdas  .  112 

O'Driscolls  .  10,110,112 

O'Flahertys .  112,114 

O'Garve,  The  (d.ll88)  .  32,33,100,101 

Oeham  stones .  20 

Ounives  (Agnew)  . 60,102 

o' Gorman- Mahon,  The .  112 

o' Grady  of  Kilballyowen,  The  .  55,112 

O'Hagans  .  .  39,42;4'8,49,54,58,6^,62-'67,69J0,73,75, 85,103,107,108, 111 

-  .  -  113,117,119,123 

o' Hanlons  .  66 

O'Hares  .  1,92 

o' Higginses . 58,61 

O'Kellys  .  7,16,37,56,96,112,119 

Olaf  the  White  (10th  cent.) . . . 1  .  35 

O'Learys .  110 

O'Mahony,  The .  112 
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O’Melaghlins  of  the  North . 7,30,31 

O'Melaghlins  of  the  South . 7,30,34 

O'Mellons  .  4,65-67,69,85,86,114,115,123 

O’Morchoe  of  Oulartleigh,  The .  56,112 

O'Mulconrys  . [  ,  50 

O'Neill,  The  (of  Clandeboy) .  56,112 

O'Neill,  Baron . 52,111 

O'Neill,  Count  of  Tyrone  .  52,111-113 

O'Neill,  Conn  the  "Halt"  .  3,36,46,50,61 

O'Neill,  Hugh,  Earl  of  Tyrone .  3,14,52,54,58,61-67,69,70 

O'Neill,  Sir  Phelim  .  14,46,59,85,86 

O'Neill,  Shane  the  "Proud"  .  14,36,61,70,117 

O'Neills  1,2,4,14,23,25,26,28-31,33,34-39,42,45,47-52,55-70,74-76,85 

90,101,102,107,110-113,115,117,119,123,124 

O'Quinns .  39,59,60,62,64-67,69,70,85,103,114,117,123 

O'Rourke,  The  (Prince  of  Breifney)  .  112 

O'Rourkes .  112,124 

O'Toole,  The  . 56,112 

Owen  (5th  cent.)  .  3,7,8,14,17-19,24,82,90,96,97 

Paganism  in  Ireland  . 10,13-15,19-21,65,110 

Patrick,  St . 17,19,21,27,28,60,66 

Plebeians,  Milesian  .  57,72,73 

Progeny  of  Conn,  The  .  4,5,7,11,12,14,16,20,27,64,65,92,97 

Protestants,  Devlin .  77,82,88 

Quaker  Devlins  .  88,125 


Reilly  s  . 119 

Residences  of  Irish  chiefs  .  44,55 

Rigdomnas  .  7,14,20,26,30,96,97 

Rural  nature  of  Irish  civilization .  46,60,83 

Ryans .  119 

Salamanca,  Devlins  in . . .  87 

Scottish  chiefs  and  clans  .  . .  1,5,12,22,34,39,63,92,95,101 

Sept,  meaning  of  term  .  4,8,22 

Shaughnessy  (last  rigdomna  in  Devlin  pedigree)  . 7,26,30 

Smiths  .  119 

Social  and  economic  distinctions  among. Devlins .  72,77,109 

Spellings  and  pronunciations  of  Devlin  65,67,79,86,99,100,107,109-111 
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